
THIS ISN’T A WAR,” SAID THE ARTILLERYMAN. 
“IT NEVER WAS A WAR, ANY MORE THAN 
THERE’S WAR BETWEEN MAN AND ANTS.
H.G. WELLS, THE WAR OF THE WORLDS
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527 1748 1948 1976 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Byzantine Emperor Jus-
tin I names his nephew 
Justinian I as co-ruler and 
successor to the throne

The ruins of Pompeii 
are rediscovered 

by Spaniard Roque 
Joaquín de Alcubierre

 “Big Bang” theory proposed in scientific 
journal “Physical Review” by American 
cosmologists Ralph Alpher, Hans Bethe, 
and George Gamow

Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs 
found Apple Computer in the 

garage of Jobs’ parents’ house 
in Cupertino, California
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Attacks during the 
past two nights have 

struck near @WHO’s office 
in the Iranian capital, Teh-
ran, shattering windows.

Fortunately all WHO 
#Iran office colleagues are 
accounted for and none 
were injured.

Strikes impacting the 
operations and damaging 
the premises of WHO and 
other @UN agencies, the 
locations of which have 
been clearly identified, 
cannot be tolerated and 
must be avoided at all 
costs.

@DrTedros

It is indeed a proud mo-
ment for India’s Semi-

conductor ecosystem that 
the Kaynes Semicon OSAT 
facility has been inaugu-
rated in Sanand, Gujarat. 
This will boost India’s 
efforts of emerging as a 
leader in futuristic tech-
nologies and innovation.

@narendramodi

I strongly condemn 
Monday ’s incident 

that led to the killing of 
two Indonesian @UNI-
FIL_ peacekeepers in 
South Lebanon. A third 
peacekeeper was severe-
ly injured & a fourth was 
also hurt.

My deepest condo-
lences to the peacekeep-
ers’ families, friends & 
colleagues & to Indone-
sia, and wishing a full & 
fast recovery to the in-
jured peacekeepers.

This is the second fatal 
incident in 24 hours — 
following the killing of 
a peacekeeper in a sepa-
rate incident on Sunday.

Attacks on peacekeep-
ers are grave violations of 
international humanitar-
ian law.

They must stop.
No one should ever 

have to die serving the 
cause of peace.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Desalinated water provides 
42 per cent of drinking water 
in the United Arab Emirates, 
70 per cent in Saudi Arabia, 

86 per cent in Oman, and 90 
per cent in Kuwait.

KNOW WHAT

Next days will be 'decisive': 
Pentagon chief

Reuters  | Tehran

US Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth said yesterday 
that the next days of the 

Iran war would be “decisive”, 
while refusing to rule out US 
ground forces playing a role in 
the conflict.

Mr Hegseth conceded that 
Iran retained the ability to retali-
ate after a month-long US-Israeli 
bombing campaign.

“They will shoot some mis-
siles; we will shoot them down,” 
he told reporters at the Pentagon 
alongside General Dan Caine, 
chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

But Mr Hegseth repeated 
claims that Iran’s military capa-
bilities have been crippled.

“The upcoming days will be 
decisive. Iran knows that, and 
there’s almost nothing they can 
militarily do about it,” he said.

Mr Hegseth said he paid an 
unannounced visit to the Mid-
dle East over the weekend to 
visit troops at bases around the 
region. “I witnessed urgency to 
finish the job,” he said.

He said the US was “closer than 
ever before to winning”. “We 
have more and more options, and 
they have less.”

Asked about concerns among 
some of US President Donald 
Trump’s base over the possible 

use of ground troops in Iran, Mr 
Hegseth declined to tip his hand.

“You can’t fight and win a war 
if you tell your adversary what 
you are willing to do, or what you 
are not willing to do, to include 
boots on the ground,” he said.

“If we needed to, we could ex-
ecute those options on behalf 
of the President of the United 
States and this department. Or 
maybe we don’t have to use them 
at all, maybe negotiations work,” 
Mr Hegseth said.

“They are very real. They are 
ongoing, they are active and, I 
think, gaining strength,” he said 
of the negotiations.

A wave of US-Israeli strikes 
hit military bases, a cancer drug 
plant and a religious site in Iran 
on March 31, after Mr Trump 
threatened to destroy the coun-
try’s oil wells and power grid.

Video footage verified by AFP 
news agency showed at least two 
massive explosions and columns 
of smoke in Isfahan, central Iran. 
State media reported that the 
Grand Husseiniya, a Shi’ite re-
ligious centre, was damaged in 
Zanjan in the country’s north-
west.

The Iranian government also 
said air strikes hit a pharma-
ceutical plant producing cancer 
drugs and anaesthetics, while 
a Health Ministry official told 

ISNA news agency that a bomb-
ing left a desalination plant on 
Qeshm Island in the Strait of 
Hormuz “completely out of ser-
vice”.

Trump warned in a post on 
his social media site that if Iran 
does not strike a deal and reo-
pen the Strait of Hormuz to sea 
traffic, the US would respond 
by “blowing up and completely 
obliterating all of their electric 
generating plants, oil wells and 
Kharg Island (and possibly all 
desalination plants!)”.

Kuwait’s state oil company reported that one of its giant crude oil tankers was on fire in Dubai 
Port after a “direct and malicious Iranian attack while in the anchorage area”.

Two Chinese container ships were able to pass the strait, and Beijing expressed gratitude to 
“the relevant parties”, a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman told reporters.

Iran FM rejects 
reports it fired 
missiles at Turkey, 
offers probe
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran's Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi yester-

day rejected as "completely 
baseless" reports that the 
Islamic republic had fired 
missiles at Turkey and of-
fered to jointly investigate 
the issue.

In a phone call with his 
Turkish counterpart Ha-
kan Fidan, Araghchi warned 
against "false-flag opera-
tions by enemies" and said 
Iran was "ready for joint 
technical cooperation to ex-
amine any possible claim", 
according to a statement by 
the Iranian foreign ministry.

On Monday, Turkey's de-
fence ministry said NATO 
forces had intercepted a 
new missile fired from Iran 
-- the fourth since the start 
of the Middle East war.

Indonesia civil 
servants to work 
from home one 
day per week to 
save fuel: minister

France ’very 
unhelpful on 
Iran,’ Trump 
says
AFP | Washington, United 
States

Pre s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump lashed out at 

France yesterday, saying 
it had been 'very unhelp-
ful' in the US-Israel war 
on Iran.

" T h e  C o u n t r y  o f 
France wouldn't let 
planes headed to Isra-
el, loaded up with mil-
itary supplies, fly over 
French territory. France 
has been VERY UNHELP-
FUL with respect to the 
'Butcher of Iran, who 
has been successful-
ly eliminated!" Trump 
posted on his Truth So-
cial platform.

Qatar says Gulf states ‘unified’ 
in calling for war de-escalation
AFP | Doha, Qatar

The Gulf states are unified in calling 
for a de-escalation of the Middle 

East war, Qatar said yesterday as Teh-
ran launched new strikes against its 

neighbors.
“Our understanding is that there is 

a very unified position in the Gulf on 
calling for the de-escalation and an end 
to the war,” Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari told a reg-

ular news briefing.
He warned that threats to Iran’s de-

salination plants pose a danger to the 
entire region, urging all parties to re-
turn to the negotiation table as soon as 
possible.

The spokesperson also called for re-
straint and cautioned against target-
ing energy and nuclear infrastructure, 
stressing that the future of the Strait of 
Hormuz should be determined collec-
tively by regional countries.

Iranian attack sparks fire on Kuwaiti oil tanker at Dubai Port
AFP | Kuwait City, Kuwait

An apparent Iranian drone 
attack on a fully loaded Ku-

waiti crude oil tanker at Dubai 
Port sparked a fire that was later 
extinguished, authorities said.

Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion (KPC) said early yesterday 
that the Al-Salmi tanker was 

struck in an Iranian attack while 
anchored at the port in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, causing dam-
age to the vessel and a fire on 
board.

KPC warned of  a possible oil 
spill in surrounding waters, Ku-

waiti state news agency KUNA 
reported.

Authorities in Dubai said there 
was a drone attack on the Ku-
waiti oil tanker overnight, and 
response teams had contained 
the incident. They added that 

no oil leakage or injuries were 
reported, according to the Dubai 
Media Office.

Work is now under way to as-
sess damage to the tanker, said 
KPC, which, according to Lloyd’s 
List Intelligence data, is the par-

ent company of Al Salmi’s reg-
istered owner and commercial 
operator.

The tanker was loaded with 
two million barrels of oil from 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, ac-
cording to data from Lloyd’s and 
TankerTrackers. Lloyd’s listed 
the destination as Qingdao, Chi-
na.

A ball of fire rises from the site of an Israeli strike that targeted a building adjacent to the highway that leads to Beirut’s international airport

China, Pakistan's 5-point plan to end Iran war has a Hormuz mention
AFP | Beijing, China

China and Pakistan 
have jointly proposed 

a five-point plan to calm 

the tensions in the wid-
er Middle East, urging an 
immediate ceasefire and 
quick diplomatic talks as 
the US-Israel conflict with 

Iran continues to escalate. 
The proposal was drawn 
up after high-level discus-
sions in Beijing between 
Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi and Pakistan’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Ish-
aq Dar. The joint proposal 
outlines five key steps: an 

immediate cessation of 
hostilities, the early start 
of peace talks, protection 
of civilians and non-mil-
itary infrastructure, se-

curing shipping lanes in 
the Strait of Hormuz, and 
building an overall peace 
framework under the 
United Nations Charter.

UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan (L) receiving Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani in Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates

Trump says other 
countries should 
‘just take’ the Strait 
of Hormuz
AFP | Washington, Unit-
ed States

US President Donald 
Trump said Tues-

day the countries that 
have not joined the 
Middle East war 
but are struggling 
with fuel shortag-
es should “go 
get your own 
oil” in the 
S t r a i t  o f 
Hormuz. 

I n  a 
Truth So-
cial  post, 
Trump said 
c o u n t r i e s 
“that refused 

to get involved” should 
“build up some delayed 
courage,  go to the 
Strait, and just TAKE 
IT,” adding that the 
United States would 
not help them.  

“The U.S.A. won’t 
be there to help you 

anymore, just like 
you weren’t 
there for us. 
I r a n  h a s 
been, essen-
tially, deci-

mated. The 
hard part is 
done. Go get 
y o u r  o w n 
oil!”

France 
‘surprised’ by 
Trump criticism
AFP | Paris, France

French President Em-
manuel Macron’s of-

fice said yesterday it was 
“surprised” by US President 
Donald Trump’s criticism 
of France, stressing the 
country’s position on US 
military overflights had not  
changed.

“France has not changed 
its position since day one,” 
the presidency said.

“We are surprised by this 
tweet,” it said, referring to 
Trump’s social media post 
in which he accused France 
of being “very unhelpful” in 
the US-Israeli war on Iran 
and not allowing planes car-
rying military supplies to 
“fly over French territory”.

Four Israeli soldiers killed 
in south Lebanon
The Israeli military said yes-

terday that four soldiers 
had been killed in combat in 
southern Lebanon, where its 
forces are clashing with Iran-
backed Hezbollah.

A military statement named 
three soldiers from the same 
battalion who “fell during 

combat”, and a separate state-
ment said another soldier 
whose name had not yet been 
cleared for publication had 
died in the same incident.

Another soldier was severely 
wounded and a reservist mod-
erately wounded, according to 
the second statement.

Two UN peacekeepers killed
The United Nations Interim 

Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
said two personnel were killed 
on Monday in a blast in the 
country's south, after another 
peacekeeper was killed a day 

earlier.
Two other blue helmets 

were injured in the explosion, 
one severely, the force said, 
adding that it had opened an 
investigation.

Drone attack targets US 
embassy in Baghdad
One civilian was wounded 

in Iraq’s capital Baghdad 
late Monday after shrapnel 
from an intercepted drone 

attack targeting the US em-
bassy fell onto their neigh-
bourhood, a police source 
said.

Iran 
panel 
approves 
Hormuz 
toll plan 
Iranian state media re-

ported that a parlia-
mentary commission had 
approved plans to impose 
tolls on vessels transiting 
the Strait of Hormuz, the 
waterway vital to oil and 
gas shipments that has 
been effectively closed 
due to the Middle East 
war. Citing a member of 
the parliament’s securi-
ty commission, state TV 
said the plan involved, 
among other things, “fi-
nancial arrangements and 
rial toll systems” and “im-
plementing the sovereign 
role of Iran”, as well as 
cooperation with Oman 
on the other side of the 
strait.

NATO intercepts 
Turkey-bound missile 
NATO forces intercepted 

a new missile fired from 
Iran towards Turkey, the 
fourth since the start of the 
Middle East war.

None of the four projec-
tiles managed to hit Turkish 
soil, according to the author-
ities.

Iran has ‘necessary will’ to end war, 
but seeking guarantees: president

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has said Teh-

ran has the “necessary will” 
to end the ongoing war with 
the United States, but only if 
its security is guaranteed and 
future attacks are prevented, 
reported news agency AFP.

Speaking amid escalating 
tensions, Pezeshkian stressed 
that Iran does not seek con-
tinued conflict but will not 
accept a settlement without 
firm assurances. He said any 
decision to end the war must 
“guarantee the security and in-

terests of the Iranian people.”
He further underlined that 

Iran is willing to move toward 
de-escalation if there are con-
crete guarantees against re-
newed aggression.

“We possess the necessary 
will to end this conflict, pro-
vided that essential conditions 
are met -- especially the guar-
antees required to prevent 
repetition of the aggression,” 
Pezeshkian said in a phone 
conversation with the presi-
dent of the European Council, 
according to a statement from 
his office, reiterating a key de-
mand of Tehran’s.

Firefighters inspect the site of an overnight Israeli airstrike on the Haret 
Hreik neighbourhood in Beirut’s southern suburbs

The tanker was loaded with two million barrels of oil from Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, according to 
data from Lloyd’s and TankerTrackers. Lloyd’s listed the destination as Qingdao, China.


