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Fatal crash justice
Nine-year prison term upheld in tragic drug-fueled accident on the road that killed family of three

• Bahraini driving 
license revoked 
for one year

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

In a heartbreaking case that 
shook the community, the 
Court of Cassation has up-

held the rulings of both the 
lower and appellate courts, sen-
tencing a Bahraini man in his 
twenties to nine years in prison 
over a devastating traffic acci-
dent that claimed the lives of an 
entire family.

The court also ordered the 
revocation of his driving license 
for one year following the com-
pletion of his sentence, along 

with the confiscation of the ve-
hicle used in the incident.

The tragedy unfolded in the 
Saar area, where the defendant, 
driving under the influence of 
drugs and alcohol, caused a cat-
astrophic collision that killed 
a husband, his wife, and their 
child, while leaving two other 
children with severe, life-threat-
ening injuries.

According to prosecutors, on 
May 30, 2025, the accused lost 
control of his vehicle while un-
der the influence of hashish and 
alcohol. 

Speeding
His reckless driving included 

speeding over 30% above the 
legal limit, dangerously overtak-
ing, and veering into oncoming 
traffic—ultimately leading to a 
fatal head-on collision.

At approximately 12:21 AM, the 
defendant was traveling along 
Road 13 toward Saar when he 
suddenly swerved into the op-
posite lane. He collided head-on 
with a taxi driven by the father, 
who was traveling lawfully with 
his family. The sheer force of 
the crash pushed the vehicle 
backward into an embankment.

Fatal
The impact proved fatal. 

The parents and their son suc-
cumbed to their injuries after 
being rushed to the hospital.

Meanwhile, their two other 
children survived but suffered 
devastating injuries—one with 
severe fractures in both thighs, 
and the other with multiple frac-
tures, internal bleeding, lung 
damage, and critical abdominal 
injuries.A tragedy defined by recklessness 

Rethinking 
vaping safety
• Study reviews 
health effects of 
e-cigarette use
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April is Oral Cancer Aware-
ness Month, which high-

lights the importance of oral 
health and early detection.

This year, it comes amid 
raising concerns that vaping 
may be linked to cancer risk, 
with researchers examining 
how e-cigarettes may affect 
the mouth and lungs at a cel-
lular level.

Latest is a study from the 
University of New South 
Wales, Sydney, which adds to 
a growing body of research 
challenging the idea that vap-
ing is a “safer” alternative to 
smoking.

What stood out most in the 
study was that although va-
pes don’t contain tar or carbon 
monoxide, chemicals in vape 
aerosol, including nicotine-de-
rived compounds, flavouring 
agents, volatile organic com-
pounds, and trace metals can 
damage tissues in the mouth 
and lungs, causing inflamma-
tion and stress, and potentially 
increasing long-term cancer 
risk.

Awareness
In a discussion with The 

Daily tribune regarding oral 
cancer awareness, Dr Nadia 
AlSikri, Consultant, Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeon, Sal-
maniya Medical Complex said, 
“Even occasional vaping is 
not risk-free. While heavy and 
prolonged use increases ex-
posure and risk, intermittent 
use can still introduce harmful 
chemicals into the oral envi-
ronment.”

“Recent research suggests 
that vaping aerosols contain 

carcinogenic substances that 
may damage oral tissues and 
DNA. While the link is not as 
well established as with smok-
ing, there is growing concern 
about its role in developing 
oral cancer. More long-term 
studies are still needed,” she 
noted.

Screening
In light of oral cancer aware-

ness month observed every 
April, Dr Nadia further ex-
plains that individuals who 
vape should ideally have 
oral examinations every six 
months.

Those with additional risk 
factors may benefit from more 
frequent screenings as advised 
by their dentist.

Screening involves a thor-
ough visual and physical 
examination of the mouth, 
tongue, gums, and throat.

Dentists look for abnormal 
lesions, colour changes, or ul-
cers, and may palpate tissues 
for lumps. 

“Recent research 
suggests that vaping 

aerosols contain 
carcinogenic 

substances that 
may damage oral 
tissues and DNA.” 

— DR NADIA ALSIKRI


