
WE HAVE ALL THE LIGHT WE 
NEED, WE JUST NEED TO PUT IT IN 
PRACTICE
ALBERT PIKE
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When Bucha was 
de-occupied, the 

heinous truth about 
what was happening in 
the temporarily occupied 
territories was revealed 
to the world. We will 
never forget the victims 
of this war, and we will 
certainly bring all Rus-
sian murderers to justice.

@ZelenskyyUa

Guns are the number 
one killer of chil-

dren in America. It ’s 
time for Congress to act 
– so our kids can learn 
to read in school instead 
of learning to duck and 
cover.

@POTUS

To date, we have dis-
bursed Euro 150 bil-

lion under #NextGen-
erationEU. This means 
hundreds of investments 
and reforms for a green, 
digital and just transition 
set in motion. And more 
will come, across the EU.

@vonderleyen

Human rights are for 
all, including the 

100 million people who 
have been #ForcedToF-
lee. Protecting refugees 
is a responsibility we all 
share.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u The death toll after a 
floor collapsed at a Hindu 
temple in India had risen to 

36 yesterday after rescuers discovered the 
body of the last person still missing, police 
said. Dozens of worshippers celebrating a major 
religious holiday plunged into the stepwell 
–- a stair-lined communal water source -- on 
Thursday after the floor covering it collapsed 
in the central city of Indore. “Seventeen people 

were rescued yesterday. Thirty-six bodies have been recovered,” senior police 
officer Manish Kapooria said. Women, children and an 18-month-old baby were 
among those standing on the grill covering the well when it buckled and gave way, 
plunging them into about 7.5 metres (25 feet) of water.

 u Six people 
from two families 
-- one of Romanian 
descent with Canadian passports, the other 
from India -- were found dead in a marsh near 
the Canada-US border after trying to cross 
illegally into the United States, police said 
yesterday. Their bodies were found Thursday near 
a capsized boat belonging to a missing man from 
the Akwesasne Mohawk community, local deputy police chief Lee-Ann O’Brien 
told a news conference. O’Brien added that a second infant whose passport was 
recovered from one of the bodies appears to also be missing and police dive 
teams were continuing to search.

 u Hundreds of Thai firefighters and 
soldiers battled a forest blaze less than 100 
kilometres (60 miles) from Bangkok as the 

kingdom grapples with air pollution that has 
made more than 1.7 million people ill already this 
year. The fire has affected at least 800,000 square 
metres (200 acres) of forest across three hills in 
Nakhon Nayok province, to the northeast of the Thai 
capital, with two districts declared emergency zones. 

The blaze comes as Thailand grapples with a spike in pollution caused in part by 
agricultural burning that has seen the air in some northern cities rank among the 
dirtiest and most hazardous in the world this week.

Death toll in India 
temple collapse rises to 36

Thai firefighters 
battle forest blaze

Romanian, Indian families found 
dead crossing into US from Canada

Trump ‘ready to fight’ indictment
Trump, accused for role in hush-money payment before 2016 election, is the first former US president to be criminally prosecuted

• Donald Trump 
expected to be 
arraigned next week

AFP | Washington

Following his historic indict-
ment on criminal charges, 
Donald Trump was pre-

paring yesterday to go where no 
former US president has gone be-
fore -- a prosecutor’s office to be 
booked, fingerprinted and have 
his mugshot taken.

Trump’s pending arrest, ex-
pected on Tuesday, throws a 
political grenade into the 2024 
presidential race, in which the 
76-year-old real estate tycoon is 
hoping to return to the White 
House.

Pressed by reporters yesterday, 
President Joe Biden repeatedly 
declined to address the fate of the 
Republican candidate he defeated 
in the 2020 election and could po-
tentially face again in November 
of next year.

“I have no comment on Trump,” 
Biden said.

A New York grand jury indict-
ed Trump on Thursday over a 

$130,000 hush-money payment 
made to a porn star to buy her 
silence during his 2016 campaign.

Trump has denied any wrong-
doing and accused the Manhattan 
district attorney who brought the 
charges, Alvin Bragg, a Democrat, 
of waging a “political witch-hunt” 
to derail his new White House 
bid.

Trump’s lawyers said the for-
mer president, who is currently 
at his Mar-a-Lago residence in 
Florida, would surrender to New 
York authorities on Tuesday to 

face the charges, which remain 
under seal.

Extra security has been de-
ployed for days around the down-
town Manhattan courthouse 
where Trump is expected to be 
booked and arraigned before a 
judge.

“The president will not be put 
in handcuffs,” said Joe Tacopi-
na, one of Trump’s attorneys, but 
“I’m sure they’ll try to make sure 
they get some joy out of this by 
parading him.”

Trump would plead not guilty 

and there was “zero” chance he 
would accept a plea deal, Tacopi-
na told NBC’s “Today” show. “It’s 
not going to happen. There’s no 
crime.”

Trump was initially “shocked” 
at the indictment, his attorney 
said, but “he’s now in the posture 
that he’s ready to fight this.”

In predicting his indictment, 
Trump called for protests and 
warned that it could lead to “po-
tential death and destruction” for 
the country.

‘Disgraceful’ 

“They only brought this Fake, 
Corrupt, and Disgraceful Charge 
against me because I stand with 
the American People, and they 
know that I cannot get a fair trial 
in New York!” he wrote on his so-
cial media platform Truth Social.

Trump survived two impeach-
ments while in the White House 
and kept prosecutors at bay over 
everything from the US Capitol 
riot to missing classified files -- 
only to land in court over a sex 
scandal involving Stormy Daniels, 
a 44-year-old adult movie actress.

Top Republicans have rallied 
around the former president who 
remains the favourite to win the 
party’s 2024 presidential nom-

ination despite potential legal 
troubles that extend beyond the 
New York indictment.

Trump faces felony investiga-
tions in Georgia relating to the 
2020 election and in Washington 
over both the classified files and 
the January 6, 2021 attack on the 
Capitol by his supporters.

Kevin McCarthy, the top House 
Republican, said the indictment 
had “irreparably damaged” the 
country.

Trump’s former vice president 
and possible 2024 challenger 
Mike Pence called it an “outrage” 
that would only “further serve to 
divide” the United States.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, 
another likely 2024 Republican 
rival, slammed the indictment as 
“un-American.”

On the Democratic side, former 
House speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
“no one is above the law” and 
Representative Adam Schiff -- 
lead prosecutor of Trump’s first 
impeachment in 2019 -- called it 
“sobering.”

“The indictment and arrest 
of a former president is unique 
throughout all of American his-
tory,” Schiff said. “But so too is 
the unlawful conduct for which 
Trump has been charged.”James Bond’s latest mission: to 

save King Charles III’s coronation

AFP | London

Legendary spy James Bond 
faces a race against time 

to save King Charles III’s up-
coming coronation in a new 
story to be released ahead of 
the May 6 ceremony, it was 
revealed yesterday.

Author, actor and comedian 
Charlie Higson has been com-
missioned to write the book, 
in which Bond has to thwart 
plans to disrupt the coronation 
ceremony, according to Ian 
Fleming Publications.

Higson, 64, has already writ-
ten five books in the “Young 
Bond” series, which follows 
the future secret agent during 
his school days.

“On His Majesty’s Secret 
Service” is due for publica-
tion on May 4, and comes 60 
years after the publication of 
Bond creator Ian Fleming’s 
tenth novel, “On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service”.

“When Ian Fleming Publica-
tions came to me with the idea 
of writing an adult Bond story 
a little more than a month ago 
I was thrilled -- until I realised 
it had to be ready for the cor-

onation in May,” said Higson.
“Getting it written and 

turned around in such a short 
space of time was going to be 
as tense and heart-pounding as 
any Bond mission. Although, 
of course, nobody would actu-
ally be shooting at me.

“Fleming famously wrote 
fast, and I channelled that en-
ergy. And now it’s so excit-
ing for me to finally enter the 
world of grown-up Bond.”

Higson promised fans the 
usual cocktail of “sex, vio-
lence, cars, a colourful villain 
with a nasty henchman, and of 
course, Bond himself.”

Zelensky, on Bucha anniversary, 
vows to defeat ‘Russian evil’

AFP | Kyiv

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
vowed to defeat Russia yester-

day speaking alongside European 
leaders in Bucha one year after 
Moscow’s troops withdrew from 
the Ukrainian town synonymous 
with war crimes allegations.

Belarus strongman leader Alex-
ander Lukashenko, who is a close 
ally of the Kremlin, meanwhile 
urged Moscow and Kyiv to bro-
ker a “truce” in Ukraine and start 
negotiations.

In Geneva, UN rights chief Volk-
er Turk warned Russia’s war in 
Ukraine had made severe rights 
violations “shockingly routine” 
and was distracting humanity 
from battling existential threats 
to its survival.

Russian forces pulled back from 
Bucha, a commuter town north-
west of Kyiv, on March 31, 2022, 
just over a month after President 
Vladimir Putin ordered his troops 
to invade Ukraine, leaving death 

and destruction in their wake.
Journalists on April 2 last year 

discovered the bodies of at least 
20 people in civilian clothing, 
some with their hands tied be-
hind their backs, lying in a street 
of the suburb.

“The battle for the foundation 
of the free world is taking place on 
Ukrainian land. We will definitely 
win. Russian evil will fall, right 
here in Ukraine,” Zelensky said.

He earlier called Bucha “a sym-
bol of the atrocities” committed 
by Russia’s forces, who have been 
linked to the extra-judicial killings 
of unarmed civilians in Bucha.

Pirates kidnap six crew from Danish ship off West Africa
AFP | Copenhagen

Pirates who seized a Dan-
ish oil tanker off Congo last 

week have kidnapped six crew 
and abandoned ship, the French 
navy said yesterday.

The Monjasa Reformer had 16 
sailors when it was boarded by 
pirates on March 25.

The remaining crew were 
rescued by a French naval ship. 
They said “six crew members 
had been kidnapped by the pi-
rates”, the French navy said in 
a statement.

The Liberian-flagged tanker 
was found on Thursday off the 
coast of Sao Tome and Principe 
in the Gulf of Guinea.

It had been spotted by a drone 
from the French patrol boat Pre-
mier Maitre L’Her, deployed as 
part France’s anti-piracy mis-

sion Corymbe, the French de-
fence ministry said.

The pirates’ boat, which was 
alongside the tanker during a 
first flyover, was not there later.

The French navy said three 

of the remaining crew members 
had received “minor injuries” 
and had received treatment.

In an earlier statement, ship-
owner Monjasa said “the pi-
rates had abandoned the vessel 

and brought a part of the crew 
members with them,” without 
specifying their number or na-
tionalities.

At least 11 killed in Pakistan Ramadan donation stampede
AFP | Karachi

At least 11 people were killed 
in a crowd crush in Paki-

stan’s southern city of Karachi 
Friday as a Ramadan alms dona-
tion sparked a stampede in the 
inflation-hit nation, police said.

Pakistan has been wracked by 
economic turmoil for months, 
with the rupee crumbling and 
staple food prices shooting up 
nearly 50 percent as the country 
battles a balance of payments 
crisis which has forced it into 
bail-out talks with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF).

Fida Janwari, a senior police 
officer in western Karachi’s 
Baldia Town neighbourhood, 
said the stampede happened 

when needy women with chil-
dren flocked to a factory distrib-
uting alms.

“Panic struck and people 
started running,” he told AFP.

A local administration official 

said 600 to 700 people were 
coralled in a small industrial 
compound.

“When they opened the main 
gate, all the people rushed in,” 
added 22-year-old Fatima Noor, 
whose sister died in the crush.

The bodies of six women and 
three children were brought to 
the Abbasi Shaheed state hos-
pital, spokesman Muhammad 
Farraukh said.

An official for the Rescue NGO 
told AFP an additional two bod-
ies were sent to another hos-
pital, and police surgeon Sum-
maiya Syed Tariq confirmed the 
total toll of 11 late Friday.

Asma Ahmed, 30, said her 
grandmother and niece were 
among the dead.

Liberian-flagged oil tanker, Monjasa Reformer, owned by Monjasa, and 
technically managed by Montec Ship Management

Screen grab from a footage featured during the Opening Ceremony of the 
London 2012 Olympic Games shows British actor Daniel Craig (L) playing 
James Bond escorting Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II (2nd L) through the 
corridors of Buckingham Palace Police officers stands next to footwear of victims following a stampede that 

ocurred during a Ramadan alms distribution for people in need (L-R) Prime Minister of Slovenia Robert Golob, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, President of Moldova Maia Sandu, Prime Minister of Croatia Andrej 
Plenkovic and Prime Minister of Slovakia Eduard Heger walk prior to a ceremony 
marking the first anniversary of the retreat of Russian troops from the Ukrainian 
town of Bucha, in Bucha, near Kyiv

Former US President Donald Trump speaks during a 2024 election campaign rally in 
Waco, Texas

The battle for the 
foundation of the free 

world is taking place on 
Ukrainian land. We will 
definitely win. Russian 

evil will fall, right here in 
Ukraine

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

They only brought this 
Fake, Corrupt, and 
Disgraceful Charge 

against me because I 
stand with the American 

People, and they know 
that I cannot get a fair 

trial in New York!
DONALD TRUMP

Getting it written 
and turned around in 
such a short space of 
time was going to be 
as tense and heart-

pounding as any Bond 
mission. Although, of 
course, nobody would 

actually be shooting at 
me

CHARLIE HIGSON

Rare delays at Singapore airport due to immigration system issues
AFP | Singapore

A disruption at automated 
immigration clearance 

counters yesterday led to rare 
delays at Singapore’s Changi 
airport, affecting hundreds of 
travellers.

The Immigration and Check-
points Authority (ICA) said in 
a Facebook post it was “expe-
riencing slowness at selected 
passenger clearance check-
points”, leading to the delays.

It advised travellers to post-
pone all non-essential trips out-
side the country.

Long lines formed at Changi, 
often voted the world’s best air- port where clearing immigra-

tion is normally a breeze.
“It’s very chaotic at T4 and 

very little communication,” 
wrote one person on Facebook. 
His comment was accompanied 
by a photo showing passengers 
packing the terminal lobby.

Passengers whose flights 

were departing soon were being 
called to be cleared at the man-
ual counters, one more traveller 
wrote.

There were also “super long” 
lines at the airport’s Terminal 
1 but manual counters were 
clearing them up fast, another 
traveller said.

S. Korean dictator’s grandson offers apology for 1980 massacre
AFP | London

The grandson of former 
South Korean military dic-

tator Chun Doo-hwan apolo-
gised yesterday for a massacre 
committed in the 1980s, a move 
hailed by victims and analysts 
as symbolic and significant.

Chun Woo-won, 27, became 
the first member of his family to 
visit the Gwangju cemetery and 
say sorry for the 1980 crack-
down on a democracy uprising, 
which killed at least about 200 
people, according to official es-
timates.

New York-based Chun has at-
tracted widespread media cov-
erage in South Korea for accus-
ing his relatives of corruption 
in his Youtube and Instagram 
livestreams.

During one social media 

broadcast, he claimed to have 
taken illegal narcotics and was 
arrested when he landed in 
Seoul Tuesday, but released the 
next day.

Yesterday, Chun was seen 
in televised footage consoling 

massacre victims’ relatives.
“I give my sincere apologies. I 

am sorry,” he said in South Ko-
rea’s Gwangju, looking visibly 
emotional.

“As a family member, I ac-
knowledge that my grandfather 
Chun Doo-hwan was a sinner 
and slaughterer who commit-
ted such a great crime,” he said 
at a separate event.

After pizza and prayer, Pope set to leave hospital today
AFP | Vatican City

Pope Francis is expected to 
return home on Saturday 

after what will have been three 
nights in hospital with bronchi-
tis, and will attend Palm Sunday 
services, the Vatican said.

The 86-year-old has respond-
ed well to antibiotics and on 
Thursday evening shared piz-
za with staff looking after him 
at Rome’s Gemelli hospital, 
spokesman Matteo Bruni said.

The Argentine pontiff, who 
had part of one lung removed 
as a young man, has suffered in-
creasing health issues in recent 
years, and it was his second stay 
in hospital since 2021.

Yesterday morning, he had 
breakfast, read some newspa-
pers and did some work in the 
private papal suite on hospital’s 
10th floor where he was admit-
ted on Wednesday after com-
plaining of breathing problems.

“His Holiness’s return home 
to Santa Marta (his Vatican 
home) is expected tomorrow, 
in the wake of the results of the 
latest tests this morning,” Bruni 
said yesterday.

He said Pope Francis was set 
to preside over Palm Sunday 
mass in St Peter’s Square, which 
marks the beginning of Holy 
Week and Easter, Christianity’s 
most important holiday.

This means the pope will stay 

seated while someone else -- 
likely a senior cardinal -- per-
forms the ceremony at the altar. 
The mass is due to be followed 
by the pope’s regular Sunday 
Angelus prayer.

Francis’ hospitalisation, 
just weeks after he marked 10 

years as head of the worldwide 
Catholic Church, had sparked 
widespread concern.

He has repeatedly said he 
would consider stepping down 
if his health failed him, follow-
ing the example of his prede-
cessor Benedict XVI -- but said 
in February that for now, he had 
no plans to quit.

The Vatican initially said 
Francis was hospitalised for 
pre-planned checks, before 
later revealing he had been 
complaining of breathing dif-
ficulties.

In a Vatican issued statement, 
medical staff said late Thursday 
that Francis was suffering from 
an “infectious bronchitis which 
required the administration of 
antibiotics”.

A rack displaying postcards of Pope Francis is pictured at a souvenirs’ shop at 
Piazza Pope Pius XII in Rome

Travellers queue to check-in for their flight departure at Singapore Changi 
airport (file photo)

Visitors listening to a guide as they 
walk between graves at the May 18 
National Cemetery for victims of the 
Gwangju pro-democracy movement, 
in Gwangju

His Holiness’s return 
home to Santa Marta 
(his Vatican home) is 

expected tomorrow, in 
the wake of the results 
of the latest tests this 

morning
HOSPITAL SPOKESMAN MATTEO BRUNI

As a family member, 
I acknowledge that 

my grandfather Chun 
Doo-hwan was a sinner 

and slaughterer who 
committed such a great 

crime
CHUN WOO-WON

Pirates have long been 
a risk in the Gulf of 

Guinea -- a major ship-
ping route stretching 

5,700 kilometres from 
Senegal to Angola, 

with Nigerian gangs 
carrying out most 

attacks

KNOW WHAT

527 1748 1952 1975 1976
Byzantine Emperor Justin 
I names his nephew 
Justinian I as co-ruler and 
successor to the throne

Ruins of Pompeii re-
discovered by Span-
iard Rocque Joaquin 
de Alcubierre

Big Bang theory pro-
posed in Physical Re-
view by Alpher, Bethe 
& George Gamow

Ayatollah 
Khomeini calls 
for an Islamic 
Republic in Iran

Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs 
found Apple Computer in the 
garage of Jobs’ parents house 
in Cupertino, California

Top Republicans have 
rallied around the 

former president who 
remains the favourite 

to win the party’s 2024 
presidential nomination 
despite potential legal 
troubles that extend 
beyond the New York 

indictment
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C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Long lines formed 
at Changi, often voted 

the world’s best air-
port where clearing 
immigration is nor-

mally a breeze


