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Queen Elizabeth I of Eng-
land signs the death war-
rant for her cousin, Mary, 
Queen of Scots

Oldest continuous writer of 
insurance in America opens, 

the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of New York (MONY)

First volume of the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, 
A-Ant, is published

King Carlos I of Portugal and his heir, 
Prince Luís Filipe, are assassinated 

by Republican sympathizers in 
Terreiro do Paço, Lisbon
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Ten children have 
died from hypother-

mia in #Gaza since the 
onset of winter. As cold 
temperatures and heavy 
rains intensify, children 
and families shelter-
ing in poorly insulated, 
makeshift structures face 
extreme exposure, with 
little protection from the 
elements. 

@DrTedros

EU-Inc.

Making business truly 
borderless.

@vonderleyen

Last night I saw, “MEL-
ANIA,” for the second 

time. The audience loved 
it, and so do I. Check it 
out — A MUST SEE!

@realDonaldTrump

Five years since the 
military seized pow-

er in Myanmar, impunity 
& widespread violations 
of international law 
persist. I remain deep-
ly concerned by the de-
teriorating situation & 
stand in solidarity with 
the people of Myanmar.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Malaysia has detained 
two tankers suspected of illegally 
transferring crude oil estimated to 
be worth $129 million, authorities 
said yesterday.  The Southeast Asian 
nation, which has come under scrutiny 
over oil transfers linked to sanctions 
evasion in its waters, pledged last year 
to crack down on illegal activities in 
its maritime zones. The Malaysian Maritime 
Enforcement Agency said two tankers 
anchored north of the port of Penang 
were intercepted on Thursday following a 
tip-off. “An inspection found both vessels 
moored together, raising suspicion of an 
unauthorised transfer,” Penang’s maritime director, Muhammad Suffi Mohd 
Ramli, said in a statement. He said the vessels were carrying crude oil “valued at 
more than 512 million ringgit ($129 million)”. The vessels were seized and their 
captains handed over to investigators, he added.

u Israeli air strikes killed 32 people including children in Gaza on 
Saturday, according to the Palestinian territory’s civil defence agency, as the 

military said it had attacked in response to a Hamas 
ceasefire violation. Despite a US-brokered truce 
entering its second phase earlier this month, violence 
in the Palestinian territory has continued, with both 
Israel and Hamas accusing each other of violating the 
agreement. The latest bloodshed comes after Israel 

announced it would reopen the crucial Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt on 
Sunday for the “limited movement of people”. “The death toll since dawn today 
has risen to 32, most of them children and women,” said the civil defence agency, 
a rescue force operating under the Hamas authority, updating an earlier toll of 28.

u A powerful snow storm bore down Saturday on southern states as 
icy weather that has left more than 100 dead across 
a swath of the United States intensified in regions 
not used to subzero conditions. Heavy snows were 
falling Saturday morning in North Carolina and 
neighboring states, as authorities urged residents to 
stay off the roads and warned oceanfront structures 
were threatened by the storm. The freezing weather 
forced NASA to postpone a key fueling test over the 
weekend of the 322-foot (98-meter) rocket that is on 
the Cape Canaveral launch pad in Florida. That in turn 
is likely to push back by at least a couple of days a 
planned, manned Moon flyby slated for next month. The National Weather Service 
said Saturday that an explosively deepening coastal cyclone will bring moderate 
to heavy snow, high winds, and possibly blizzard conditions for the Carolinas.

Gaza civil 
defence says 
Israeli strikes 

kill 32

Snow storm 
barrels into 
southern US as 
blast of icy weather 

widens

Malaysia seizes 
tankers with $129 
mn worth of crude
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A special approach to 
vulnerability

Bahrain’s 
commitment 

to integrating 
persons with 

special needs into 
the workforce 

is not merely a 
social gesture 

but a structured 
legal mandate. 
At the heart of 

this commitment 
is Law No. 74 

of 2006, which 
serves as the 

legislative 
cornerstone 
for the care, 

rehabilitation, 
and employment 

of individuals 
with disabilities 

This law ensures 
that inclusion 
moves beyond 
the classroom 

and into the 
professional 

sphere, treating 
these citizens as 

vital contributors 
to the Kingdom’s 

economic 
progress.

Bahrain is expanding special needs education with 54 new 
classrooms by 2025–2026, guided by its Constitution and 
Education Law. While hundreds of students with con-

ditions like autism and Down’s syndrome are integrated with 
support, the current inclusion programme excludes those with 
learning difficulties or chronic illnesses, suggesting a selective 
rather than universal approach.

Bahrain’s commitment to integrating persons with special 
needs into the workforce 
is not merely a social ges-
ture but a structured legal 
mandate. At the heart of 
this commitment is Law 
No. 74 of 2006, which 
serves as the legislative 
cornerstone for the care, 
rehabilitation, and em-
ployment of individuals 
with disabilities. This 
law ensures that inclu-
sion moves beyond the 
classroom and into the 
professional sphere, treat-
ing these citizens as vital 
contributors to the King-
dom’s economic progress.

Bahrain has demon-
strated a strong commit-
ment to the integration 
of persons with special 
needs into the workforce, 
underpinned by a clear 
legal framework. At the 
core of this commitment 
is Law No. 74 of 2006, 
which provides the leg-
islative basis for the care, 
rehabilitation, and em-
ployment of individuals 
with disabilities. This law 
extends inclusion beyond 
education, recognising 
these citizens as valuable 
contributors to the King-
dom’s economic develop-
ment.

To facilitate employ-
ment opportunities, the 
government enforces a  
mandatory quota system. 
Following recent legisla-
tive amendments, private 
and public sector organ-
isations employing 50 
or more individuals are 
now required to allocate 
4% of their workforce to 
qualified persons with 
disabilities, a significant 
increase from the previ-
ous 2%. Beyond securing 
employment, the law safe-
guards the quality of the 
work environment, ensur-
ing employees are entitled 
to two hours of paid daily 
rest and receive equal pay 
and benefits. The Social 
Insurance Organization 
(SIO) also provides spe-
cialised retirement pro-
visions, acknowledging 
that certain conditions 
may impact long-term career viability.

This legal framework is further supported by the Ministry 
of Social Development, which oversees vocational training 
programmes designed to align the skills of individuals with 
disabilities with the demands of the labour market. By embed-
ding these rights and initiatives within the National Strategy 
for Persons with Disabilities, Bahrain reinforces workplace 
inclusion as a fundamental aspect of its national vision, foster-
ing an environment where professional merit is valued above 
physical or intellectual challenges.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Modi with  Foreign Ministers and delegations of the Arab League yesterday. 

Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence pact 
will not include Turkey

Turkish official said had entered talks aimed at entering the alliance
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Turkey will not join a mu-
tual defence pact be-
tween Saudi Arabia and 

Pakistan, a source close to the 
Saudi military said yesterday, 
after a Turkish official said ear-
lier this month that they had en-
tered talks aimed at entering the  
alliance.

Speculation has been rife that 
the three countries were intent 
on forming a powerful alliance 

amid soaring tensions in the re-
gion, following Israeli air strikes 
in Doha over the summer target-
ing Hamas officials that preceded 
Iran’s bombing of a US air base 
in Qatar.

“Turkey won’t join the defence 
pact with Pakistan,” the source 
told AFP, dismissing reports of 
negotiations.

“It’s a bilateral pact with Paki-
stan and will remain a bilateral 
pact”.A Gulf official also con-
firmed the information.

“This is a bilateral defensive 
relationship with Pakistan. We 
have common agreements with 
Turkey but the one with Pakistan 
will stay bilateral,” the official  
said.

The defence agreement be-
tween Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, 
announced last year raised many 
questions, particularly about its 
possible nuclear component, 
given that Islamabad possesses 
nuclear weapons.

The Pakistan-Saudi pact was 

signed just months after Paki-
stan and India fought an intense 
four-day conflict in May that 
killed more than 70 people on 
both sides in missile, drone and 
artillery fire, the worst clash-
es between the nuclear-armed 
neighbours since 1999.

India’s rapidly developing 
economy relies heavily on petro-
leum imports, with Saudi Arabia 
ranked as its third-largest suppli-
er according to the Indian foreign 
ministry.

India–Arab League ties set for 
expansion in tech, energy and trade

TDT | agencies 

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi yesterday said India 
is confident that deeper co-

operation with the Arab League 
will open new opportunities and 

elevate bilateral relations, follow-
ing his meeting with Arab League 
foreign ministers and their dele-
gations.

Mr Modi described the Arab 
world as part of India’s extend-
ed neighbourhood, highlighting 

long-standing civilisational links, 
strong people-to-people ties and 
enduring bonds of friendship. 
He said both sides share a com-
mitment to peace, progress and 
regional stability.

The Prime Minister noted that 

expanding collaboration in areas 
such as technology, energy, trade 
and innovation could take the 
partnership to “new heights”, 
signalling momentum for closer 
engagement across economic and 
strategic sectors.

I’m no angel, Italy’s PM says 
amid church fresco row

AFP | Rome, Italy

Italy’s prime minister, Gior-
gia Meloni, joked yesterday 

she does not look like an angel, 
after a row blew up in the me-
dia over a restored fresco in a 
Rome church.

Some of Italy’s press have 
been asking whether the pre-
mier served as inspiration for 
a cherub painted in a chapel 
in the San Lorenzo in Lucina 
basilica, located a few metres 
(yards) from the main building 
of the Italian government.

The newspaper La Repubbli-
ca noted that, following recent 
renovations, one of the painted 
angels bears a resemblance to 
the blonde, diminutive leader.

The winged figure is seen 
holding a parchment and 
standing next to a bust of Ita-
ly’s last king, Umberto II, who 
reigned for just a month before 
being deposed in 1946.

The Italian restorer who 
worked on the cherubim, Bru-
no Ventinetti, denied to the 
press that he sought to immor-
talise Meloni, insisting that he 
only brought back the image of 
the original fresco.

Meloni herself appeared 
amused by the controversy, 
posting an image of the re-
stored fresco on Instagram 
with the comment: “No, de-
cidedly I do not resemble an 
angel.”

But, after several opposition 
politicians complained, Italy’s 
culture minister, Alessandro 
Giuli, said he had ordered an 
inspection of the fresco on Sat-
urday.

The expert look-over will 
“determine the nature of the 
works carried out on the up-
dated painting inside one of 
the chapels of San Lorenzo in 
Lucina and decide what fur-
ther steps might be taken”, he 
said in a statement.

A picture shows a detail of a newly restored fresco in the Basilica of San 
Lorenzo in Lucina where an angel is reported resembling Italy’s Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni (R), in Rome

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer and British actor-producer Rosamund Pike meet with Chinese performing arts 
students at the Design Innovation Institute Shanghai, in Shanghai

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (R) and Britain’s Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer shake hands

Elephants and football diplomacy 
on Starmer’s ‘historic’ China trip

• Starmer met 
with Chinese 
officials, including 
Xi, on Thursday.

• Starmer presented 
Xi Jinping with a 
football from a recent 
match between 
Arsenal -- Starmer’s 
favourite club -- and 
Manchester United

• Starmer was 
tight-lipped on 
how discussions 
went over more 
contentious aspects 
of the relationship

AFP | Shanghai, China

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer concludes an offi-

cial visit to China on Saturday 
-- a four-day tour of Beijing and 
Shanghai that he described as 
“historic”.

While in the country, Starmer 
discussed trade, football and el-
ephants with Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping. Here is what to know 
about the trip.

‘Historic’ visit
Starmer is the first British 

prime minister to visit China in 
eight years.

“They say that eight days is a 
long time in politics. Try eight 
years,” he said upon arriving in 
Beijing.

Starmer met with Chinese of-
ficials, including Xi, on Thurs-
day.

The two leaders spoke for 
about three hours -- longer than 
initially scheduled, Downing 
Street noted.

Clouding the visit was crit-
icism by US President Donald 
Trump, who warned that rap-
prochement between London 
and Beijing was “very danger-
ous”.

‘The whole elephant’
Speaking to business leaders, 

Starmer summarised his goal in 
China with a parable.

“President Xi tells the story 
of blind men being presented 
with an elephant. One touches 

the leg and thinks it’s a pillow. 
Another feels the belly and 
thinks it’s a wall,” Starmer said.

“Too often this reflects how 
China is seen. But I profoundly 
believe that broader and deeper 
engagement, which we’ve been 
talking about all this week, is 
our way of seeing the whole el-
ephant and therefore building a 
more sophisticated relationship 
fit for these times.”

Xi echoed calls for engage-
ment, telling Starmer the coun-
tries should “strengthen dia-
logue and cooperation”.

Football diplomacy
Starmer rarely misses an op-

portunity to discuss the English 
Premier League, the world’s 
most-watched football compe-
tition, with his foreign coun-
terparts.

On Thursday, Starmer pre-
sented Xi Jinping with a foot-
ball from a recent match be-
tween Arsenal -- Starmer’s fa-
vourite club -- and Manchester 
United, which Xi reportedly 
supports.

Xi, often characterised by 
Chinese state media as an avid 
reader of world literature in his 
youth, also discussed Shake-
speare, Starmer said.

Outcomes for Britain
Starmer faces a challenging 

situation at home, where he is 
striving to deliver on campaign 
promises to reduce undocu-
mented immigration, boost 
growth and combat the high 
cost of living.

While in China, Starmer 
touted the benefits his visit 
will have for British people, in-
cluding visa-free travel for UK 
citizens on stays of less than 30 

days, Downing Street said.
A spokesman for Beijing’s 

foreign ministry specified Fri-
day that the measure will come 
into effect “at an appropriate 
time upon completing the nec-
essary procedures”.

Starmer also highlighted a 
reduction in customs duties 
on whisky exports. Downing 
Street said this would bring 
in an estimated 250 million 
pounds ($343 million) over the 
next five years.

The prime minister urged 
business leaders in his dele-
gation to seize opportunities 
in China, but to do so in a way 
that benefits Britain, where the 
cost of living is the “number one 
concern”.

Discretion on hotspot issues
Starmer was tight-lipped 

on how discussions went over 
more contentious aspects of the 
relationship, such as Beijing’s 
treatment of the Uyghur Mus-
lim minority in Xinjiang.

He confirmed that he raised 
the case of Hong Kong pro-de-
mocracy media mogul Jimmy 
Lai, 78, who is facing years in 
prison after being found guilty 
of collusion charges in Decem-
ber.

Starmer noted a “respectful 
discussion” with Xi about Lai 
and the treatment of Uyghurs. 
A British official familiar with 
the talks confirmed that the 
subjects had received attention.

“If you engage, you can raise 
the difficult issues,” Starmer 
said. The prime minister also 
said that the strategy played an 
instrumental role in securing 
the lifting of sanctions imposed 
by Beijing in 2021 on some Brit-
ish parliamentarians.

Explosion in Iran port city caused by gas leak

• State television said 
the explosion ripped 
though an eight-storey 
residential building

AFP | Tehran, Iran

An explosion reported yester-
day at a residential building 

in the southern Iranian city of 
Bandar Abbas on the Gulf coast 
was the result of a gas leak, ac-
cording to the local fire chief.

State television said the explo-
sion ripped though an eight-sto-
rey residential building, "destroy-
ing two floors, several vehicles, 
and shops" in the area of Moallem 
Boulevard in the city.

"The initial cause of the build-
ing accident in Bandar Abbas was 
a gas leak and buildup, leading 
to an explosion. This is the ini-

tial theory," Mohammad Amin 
Lyaghat said, in comments broad-
cast on state television.

Separate incidents were re-
ported elsewhere in the country 
on Saturday but media outlets 
quickly dismissed any connection 

to an attack or potential sabotage, 
with tensions high as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump intensifies 
threats of military strikes against 
Iran.

"Unfortunately, a four-year-old 
girl lost her life," and 14 people 

were hospitalised, Mehrdad Has-
sanzadeh, director general of cri-
sis management for Hormozgan 
province where Bandar Abbas 
is the capital, told Mehr news 
agency.

Images circulating on social 
media show part of the building's 
facade blown out.

The incident came as the US 
has built up its naval presence in 
the region, including the aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln.

After rumours circulated on-
line, the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) denied that 
any of the buildings belonging to 
its naval forces in the province 
had been targeted, according to 
a statement carried by the Fars 
news agency.

The Tasnim agency on Satur-
day also denied "assassination 
rumours" surrounding the com-
mander of the Guards' navy Al-
ireza Tangsiri.

Iran army chief warns US, Israel against 
attack, says forces on high alert
Paris, France

Iranian army chief Amir Hat-
ami on Saturday warned the 

United States and Israel against 
an attack, saying his country's 
forces were on high alert fol-
lowing Washington's heavy mil-
itary deployments in the Gulf.

He also insisted the Islam-
ic republic's nuclear expertise 
could not be eliminated, after 

Trump said he expected Teh-
ran to seek a deal to avoid US 
strikes. "If the enemy makes a 
mistake, without a doubt it will 
endanger its own security, the 
security of the region, and the 
security of the Zionist regime," 
Hatami said, according to the 
official IRNA news agency.

He noted that Iran's armed 
forces were "at full defensive 
and military readiness".


