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Bahrain name full-
strength squad for
world championships

Nineteen-player

senior men’s national
handball team selected
by head coach Aron
Kristjansson for 28th THF
Men’s Handball World
Championship | P16

Russian missiles strike Kyiv on New Year’s Eve

THE

txibun

DAILY

Bella Thorne says Disney channel almost fired her for wearing a bikini at age 14

Palestinians
welcome UN vote on
Israel’s occupation
as 'avictory’

Reuters | Ramallah, West
Bank

srael condemned and the

Palestinians welcomed
yesterday a United Nations
General Assembly vote
asking the International
Court of Justice to provide
an opinion on legal conse-
quences of Israel’s occupa-
tion of the Palestinian ter-
ritories.

“The Jewish people are
not occupiers in their own
land nor occupiers in our
eternal capital Jerusalem
and no UN resolution can
distort that historical truth,”
Netanyahu said in a video
message, adding that Israel
was not bound by the “des-
picable decision.”

The Palestinians wel-
comed the UN vote in which
87 members voted in favour
of adopting the request; Is-
rael, the United States and
24 other members voted
against; and 53 abstained.

Jordan Crown
Prince to marry on
Junel

TDT | agencies

ordan’s Crown
Prince Hussein bin Ab-
dullah is to marry his fian-
cee Rajwa Al Saif on June 1.

The date was announced
by the Royal Hashemite
Court on Saturday, accom-
panied by a photo of the
couple.

Their engagement was
announced in August, when
their families gathered at
Ms Al Saif’s family home in
Riyadh.

UAE president
congratulates
Netanyahu

Reuters

nited Arab Emirates

President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed
al-Nahyan called Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to congratulate
him on his inauguration,
the official Emirates News
Agency (WAM) reported on
Saturday.
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BUSINESS e Drugmakers to raise prices on at least 350 drugs in US in January

Celehrations galore as

Bahrain rings in 715

TDT | Manama

ahrainis yesterday joined
Beight billion people

around the Globe bidding
adieu to a turbulent 2022 and
ushering in 2023 with renewed
hopes and optimism after two
years of lockdown and corona-
virus-muted festivities.

The war in Ukraine, Lionel
Messi’s World Cup glory and
the deaths of Queen Elizabeth,
Pele and former pope Benedict,
the past 12 months were tur-
bulent and had their ups and
downs.

Meanwhile, Sydney, as usual,
yesterday was among the first
major cities to ring in 2023, re-
stating its claim as the “New
Year’s Eve capital of the world”.

Australia’s borders have reo-
pened and the crowds gathered
at Sydney’s sparkling harbour to
watch 100,000 pyrotechnics il-
luminate the southern sky num-
bered more than one million.

Sydney authorities estimated
that almost half a billion more
people watched the festivities
online or on television.

In Bahrain, the atmosphere
was equally vibrant, with rev-
ellers looking to the year ahead
with renewed optimism and joy
amid breathtakingly beautiful
fireworks, music and live per-
formances.

Leaders exchange greetings

On the occasion, His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa exchanged congratulatory
cables on New Year 2023 with
Arab, Islamic and friendly coun-

New Year’s Eve fireworks light up the sky over the Sydney Opera House (front) and Harbour Bridge during the fireworks

display in Sydney

People yesterday thronged the streets of Bahrain to welcome 2023

HRH PRINCE SALMAN BIN HAMAD AL
KHALIFA, THE CROWN PRINCE AND
PRIME MINISTER

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, also ex-
changed congratulatory cables
on the 2023 New Year with
world leaders, Crown Princes
and Prime Ministers of Arab,

tries. In the message, HM King and happiness and their coun- perity. HM King also wished all world security, peace and pros- Islamic, and friendly countries.
wished them abundant health tries further progress and pros- countries and peoples in the perity.

(Continued on page 2)

Former Pope Benedict dies aged 95

Bells toll in Vatican to
mark death of Benedict

® Funeral to be
held in St. Peter’s
Square on Jan. 5

Benedict’s papacy
was marred by scandals

Reuters | Vatican City

ormer Pope Benedict, who
Fin 2013 became the first
pontiff in 600 years to
resign, died yesterday aged 95
in a secluded monastery in the

Vatican where he had lived since
stepping down.

Pope Benedict XVI prays while holding a candle light as he arrives to lead a vigil
mass during Easter celebrations at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican

Bells tolled across the Vatican health over Christmas, spread
City as news of his death, which to the faithful on an unusually
followed a rapid decline in his warm winter’s day.

He was elected pope
on April 19, 2005 to
succeed the widely
popular Pope John
Paul 11, who reigned

for 27 years. Cardinals
chose him from among
their number seeking
continuity and what
one called “a safe pair
of hands”

The Vatican said his body
would lie in state from Mon-
day in St.Peter’s Basilica and
his funeral will be held on the
morning of Jan. 5. Pope Francis
will preside over the ceremony,
which will take place in the huge
square in front of the basilica.

"With sorrow I inform you
that the Pope Emeritus, Ben-
edict X1, passed away today
at 9:34 in the Mater Ecclesiae
Monastery in the Vatican,” Vat-
ican spokesman Matteo Bruni
said. The Vatican has painstak-
ingly elaborate rituals for what
happens after a reigning pope
dies but no publicly known ones
for a former pope - one of the
many complications thrown up
by Benedict’s shock resignation
in 2013.

(See page 2)
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Measures taken to ensure safety during New Year celebrations: Mol

(Continued from page 1)

he Ministry of Interior,

in a Tweet, said, said they
and various directorates took
necessary steps to ensure the
safety of citizens, residents and
visitors during the New Year
Holidays.

Coordinating the security
in all four governorates were
the Community Service police,
the Coast Guard Command,
the General Administration of

Guards and the National Am-
bulance.

Officers patrolled festival
sites where people thronged in
large numbers. Police had also
intensified surveillance at main
streets and intersections near
the event sites and roads where
traffic was huge.

Public security has also de-
ployed rescue patrols in various
regions to support the efforts
of the Police directorates and
ensure speedy response.

The General Administration
of Civil Defence and the General
Administration of Ports Secu-
rity confirmed the readiness of
land, air and sea ports to receive
visitors during the New Year
holidays.

0Oscar Slap, meltdowns

For some, 2022 was a year of
the Great Resignation, a new
Taylor Swift album, an Oscar
slap and billionaire meltdowns.

It also saw the deaths of Queen

Elizabeth 11, Brazilian football
icon Pele, Mikhail Gorbacheyv,
Jiang Zemin, and Shinzo Abe.
Former pope Benedict XvI died
on New Year’s Eve.

In November, the global
population surpassed the his-
toric milestone of eight billion
people.

But 2022 is most likely to be
remembered for armed conflict
returning to Europe -- a conti-
nent that was the crucible of two
world wars.

There seems to be a dulled
appetite for grand celebrations
in Vladimir Putin’s Russia.

Moscow has cancelled its tra-
ditional fireworks show after
Mayor Sergei Sobyanin asked
residents to vote on how to mark
the occasion.

The new year will kick-off
with a new leader in Brazil,
where Luiz Inacio Lula da Sil-
va takes the reins on Sunday
following his razor-thin win in
October polls.

However, China begins 2023
battling a surge in Covid infec-
tions after unwinding restric-
tions to contain the virus.

Authorities in Shanghai have
said there will be no formal ac-
tivities on the city’s famed Bund
waterfront.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping told the country in a tele-
vised New Year’s Eve address
that, despite the outbreak, “the
light of hope is right in front
of us”.

Indian Embassy Open House

The Embassy of India in Bahrain held its last open house of 2022 on Friday in the presence of Ambassador Piyush Srivastava, the Embassy Consular team and a Panel of Lawyers. About 50 Indian nationals and 10 associations participated in the
open house. Ambassador informed them about the opening of Labour Registration Programme Centres for flexi visa holders and encouraged Indian community flexi visa holders to urgently register under the new system before the February 2023
deadline. Ambassador thanked ICRF, World NRI Council, Bharti, BKS, TKS, SPM, BICAS, and Budaiya Gurudwara for their constant support to community members and for resolving long pending cases.

Benedict received his last rites, “the anointing of the sick”, on Wednesday

(Continued from page 1)

Earlier this week, Pope Fran-
cis disclosed that his pre-

decessor was “very sick”. Bruni

said Benedict had received his

last rites, called “the anointing of

the sick”, on Wednesday.

Leaders were swift in sending
their condolences for Benedict,
who was the first German pope
in 1,000 years.

“We mourn the death of our
Bavarian Pope,” said Markus
Soeder, premier of Benedict’s
home state. German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz said on Twitter that
the world had lost “a formative
figure of the Catholic Church”.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni hailed Benedict as “a
great man who history will not
forget”, while Polish President
Andrzej Duda called him “one
of the greatest theologians of the
20th and 21st centuries”.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron said Benedict had
“worked with all his soul and
intelligence for a more fraternal
world”. Child abuse scandals

A view of St Peter’s Square after death of former Pope Benedict, at the Vatican

hounded most of his papacy but
he is credited with jump-start-
ing the process to discipline or
defrock predator priests after
a more lax attitude under his
predecessor.

But Benedict himself ac-
knowledged that he was a weak

administrator, saying he showed
a “lack of resolve in governing
and decision taking” during his
eight-year papacy which was
marked by missteps and a leaks
scandal. He announced he was
resigning in Latin at a routine
meeting of cardinals. Many had

Pope Benedict XVI walks with US President Barack Obama and first  Pope John Paul Il welcomes

lady Michelle Obama during their meeting in the pontiff's private

library at the Vatican

no idea what he had said and it
took time before the news sank
in. He himself said he was no
longer strong enough to lead
the Church due to his “advanced
age”.

After his resignation he in-
stalled himself in a converted

convent on the Vatican grounds
and chose the title “pope emer-
itus”.

Although he rarely appeared
in public, Catholic conservatives
looked to the former pope as
their standard bearer and some
ultra-traditionalists even re-

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger

fused to acknowledge Fran-
cis as a legitimate pontiff.
Despite the difficulties that
emerged from having two men
wearing white in the Vatican,
Francis developed a warm rela-
tionship with Benedict, and said
it was like having a grandfather
living in the house.
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Green and fresh
clean and delish

Farmers’ market takes people back to the Greenways

Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

undreds thronged the
Bahrain farmers’ mar-
ket yesterday with their

families and friends, enjoying
the fresh air, having picnics, and
buying fresh fruits and vege-
tables.

People were seen touching,
smelling and tasting the fresh-
grown produce at the market,
which also included dates from
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. The
dates attracted many visitors,
who were eager to taste and buy
them in plenty.

Cucumbers, melons, egg-
plants, peppers, tomatoes, let-
tuces, strawberries, herbs, plants
and honey were some of the oth-
er products on display at the
stalls.

Some stalls also had a variety
of leaves, including Neem.

Farmers said they are many
benefits to eating Neem leaves,
as it can help reduce acne break-
outs, boosts immune systems,
improve oral health, helps reg-
ulate blood sugar levels, and
maintains a healthy scalp.

Tomatillos were a particular
variety that grabbed buyers’ at-
tention.

The fruit, green in colour, is
said to help support the anti-age-
ing of skin. It also has vitamins
to help promote collagen, which
is crucial for maintaining skin.

Mohammed Merza Hassan,
a farmer at the venue, told the
Daily Tribune: “We sell many
types of melon ranging from or-
ange, yellow, and pink. Typically,
it takes 70 days to grow them.”

Hassan is also the winner of
the best farmer in Bahrain award
in 2018.

Further explaining, he said: sell outvery quickly. We alsosell grow our fresh produce.

“The pink watermelons sell the our products to other markets

“The orange melon is sweet,

best. Many people buy, and they and have three farms where we and people buy many of them.

“Usually melons come from

Bahraini Farmers Mar-
ket continues every
Saturday from 7 am

to 1 pm in the Budaiya

Botanical Garden.

Also speaking to The Daily
Tribune, another farmer Merza
Hasan Mansoor said: “At our
stall, we sell eight different types
of tomatoes.”

“We sell orange, red, yellow,
and brown tomatoes.

“However, the red cherry to-
matoes tend to sell the best.

“Red tomatoes are usually
sweeter, one of the reasons why
people buy those kinds often.”

Picnic, fresh air

Besides giving an opportunity
to enjoy the freshly grown green
delicacies, visitors at the mar-
ket were also seen enjoying the
opportunity to feel some fresh
air and spend time with their
loved ones.

Families on picnics had break-
fast on the grass, and read books
sitting on the benches.

Children were busy playing
in the grass area while enjoying
the fruits and vegetables sold at
the market.

The Bahrain farmer market,
many said, is a great way to buy
fresh produce, enjoy time with
friends and family, and get some

“Our customers like the sweet America, Iran, and Turkey, but exercise from walking around

taste of the melon.

we grow them here, in Bahrain.”

the different stalls.

More
than
60,000
people
visited
Farmers’
market
in four
weeks

TDT | Manama

ore than 60,000 people
visited the Farmer’s mar-
ket, which has successfully
completed its fourth week, since
opening to the public on Decem-
ber 10, according to the organ-
ising committee of the market.
The wide popularity of the

current edition, according to the
organising committee, is part-
ly due to the newly introduced
events that contributed to up-
grading the market as well as
increased participation of Bah-
raini farmers and agricultural
companies.

Besides hosting various ac-
tivities since the launch of the
market, the market also included
acorner for children called Mun
Kids village.

According to farmer Ibrahim
Nasser, who is participating in
the market, “One of the positive

things about the farmer market
is the introduction of new agri-
cultural products that Bahraini
farmers were not interested in
growing.

“Demand from visitors pro-
moted farmers to grow them and
bring them here.”

Besides, farmers are using or-
ganic fertilisers, making their
products high value.

“This practice has also in-
creased the quality of their prod-
ucts, making it much better than
imported products, yet available
at lower prices.”
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The secret to
world change

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

he scale of our personal im-

I provement ambitions - a.k.a.

New Year Resolutions - is of-
ten a commentary on the times that
we are living in. Gone are the days
when we lived in an innocent world
where losing weight and travelling the
world were the top resolutions. Today,
much weightier concerns shape our
goals — doing something about climate
change, for example, or raising aware-
ness about mental health or saving the
Antartic ice shelf.

The problem of course is that the
internet has made internet warriors
of us all. We sit in the comfort of our
living rooms and try to solve the wor-
ries of the
world at the
click of our
mouse. Well,
here’s an un-

pleasant bit Let us StEIJ
ofnews - the jNto 2023

internet is a o
mighty al. With the clear

ter universe knOWIEdge

which has . .
changed the that it all boils

way we com- dOWN t0 one
municate person - you.

and store

knowledge. Change and.
Bucic cannot the world will
substitute for change with

real engage-
ment. You YOU.
can send out

a thousand
forwards

about things

that need
changing and
participate in
hundreds of
protests on-

line but it all

boils down

to one thing:

as Mahat-

ma Gandhi

said, ‘Be the
change you

want to see’.

Simply put, it all begins with you.
Want to do something for the en-
vironment? You don’t need to be a
Greta Thunberg. You can begin by
reducing and reusing plastics in your
household, by responsibly disposing
of e-waste and batteries, by leading a
sustainable life where you are aware of
every purchase - food waste from your
household refrigerator and textile
waste from the factory floor make up
the bulk of the world’s garbage.

Want to tackle mental health aware-
ness? Be understanding to those whom
you believe need support as they tack-
le their mental crises. Talk openly in
your community and among friends
about mental health awareness and
solutions so that the stigma is erased.
If you are in a position to support a
mental health sufferer as an employer,
embrace the opportunity.

Let us step into 2023 with the clear
knowledge that it all boils down to one
person - you. Change and the world
will change with you.

Happy New Year!

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and
the President of the Arab-African Unity
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

Eating and driving
A recipe for disaster

Eating and drinking at the wheel is more common than using mobile phone

Zahra Ayaz

TDT | Manama
istracted driving covers a
broad range of risky be-
haviours.

An all-too-familiar scenario is
steering a car with one hand while
simultaneously munching away a
big treat.

Studies point out that this ul-
timately diverts attention from
what they need their focus on.
Driving.

The blame is squarely on the
fast-paced modern life, where
people rush from one responsi-
bility to another.

In such a scenario, obviously,
fast food and convenience stores
are the quick options for a meal
or snack.

Making this worse is the con-
venience of the drive-thru win-
dow that enables motorists to or-
der and tuck into their favourite
foods as they floor the pedal.

Studies say driving while eating
or drinking increases crash risk by
about 70%.

The behaviour also ranks just
below holding a cell phone when
it comes to the prevalence of be-
haviours that distract drivers.

Mostly, people between 40 and
50 years of age are at fault here
more than others.

Speaking to The Daily Tribune,
Mr Juma, a prominent citizen,
said, “Every time I leave the office
in the morning, I see many people
eating while driving.

“This is very common in the
Kingdom, and nobody sees it as a
concern until people get distract-
ed and involve themselves in an

Representative picture

In the United States, over 3,100 people were
killed and abhout 424,000 were injured in
crashes involving a distracted driver in 2019.
About 1in 5 of the people who died in crashes
involving a distracted driver in 2019 were not in
vehicles they were walking, riding their bikes,

or otherwise outside a vehicle.

accident.

“Some vehicles now have the
technology to sense when some-
one is about to rear-end someone.

“The tech will automatically
either brake the car for you or give
you the warning to let you know
that this is about to happen.

“It is challenging for people
to understand what they are not

allowed to do and for law enforce-
ment to be able to know that those
particular behaviours are covered
by this law,” according to Juma.

Juma believes that technol-
ogy will play a significant role
in addressing distracted driving
problems.

So, is there a solution?

Planning the route with a rested

and healthy driver is the first step
in ensuring road safety.

Even though drivers try to com-
pensate for eating and drinking by
driving more slowly and carefully,
they are often unable to brake in
time to avoid collisions.

The recommendation is to set
their alarms to wake up earlier
and eat at home before com-
muting to prevent accidents
involving food and distracted
driving.

The message is clear: By picking
up lunch at a drive-through and
taking a short break to eat it in
the restaurant’s parking lot, one
could considerably lower the risk
of amajor or deadly auto accident.

Police arrest 19-year-old for flaunting
his flashy car and creating commotion

TDT | Manama

launting a flashy car before

friends and causing distur-
bances in a residential neighbour-
hood had landed a teenager in
police custody.

The 19-year-old driver of the
car, police said, was creating a
commotion in the Ramli area by
revving the vehicle hard and per-
forming other stunts.

Police said they had also con-
fiscated the car and initiated legal
actions against the driver.

In a statement, the General Di-
rectorate of Traffic Department
said it won’t tolerate any violation
of traffic rules and regulations.

The Labour Market Regulatory Authority (LMRA) conducted a joint
inspection campaign in the Southern Governorate, in coordination
with the Nationality, Passports and Residence Affairs (NPRA)

of the Ministry of Interior and the Southern Governorate Police
Directorate. The campaign resulted in reporting violations related
to the Labour Market and Residency laws and was referred for legal
action. LMRA stressed its commitment to reporting any violation
through a continuous and intensive inspection plan, in cooperation
with the relevant government entities. The Authority also renewed
its call to support government agencies to address illegal labour
practices. To report violations, use the electronic form on LMRA’s
website www.Imra.bh or call the authority on 17506055.
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Drugmakers to raise prices on at
least 350 drugs in US in January

® In 2022, drugmakers
raised prices on more
than 1,400 drugs
according to data
published by 46brooklyn

AstraZeneca is set
to raise prices in the
3% range on blood
cancer treatment
Calquence, non-small
cell lung cancer drug
Tagrisso and asthma
treatment Fasenra.

@ Sanofi plans to
raise prices on 14 of
its drugs or vaccines

Increases for Pfizer
include a 6% rise on
the cost of Xeljanz,
a treatment for
autoimmune diseases
including rheumatoid
arthritis and ulcerative
colitis, and 7.9% increases
on cancer drugs
Ibrance and Xalkori

Reuters | New York

rugmakers includ-
ing Pfizer Inc (PFE.N),
GlaxoSmithKline PLC

(GSK.L), Bristol Myers Squibb
(BMY.N), AstraZeneca PLC
(AzN.L) and Sanofi SA (SASY.
PA) plan to raise prices in the
United States on more than 350
unique drugs in early January,
according to data analyzed by
healthcare research firm 3 Axis
Advisors.

The increases are expected
to come as the pharmaceutical

Customers wait in the pharmacy department at a Target store in the Brooklyn borough of New York

industry prepares for the Bid-
en Administration’s Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA), which al-
lows the government’s Medi-
care health program to negotiate
prices directly for some drugs
starting in 2026. The industry is
also contending with inflation
and supply chain constraints
that have led to higher manufac-
turing costs.

The increases are on list pric-
es, which do not include rebates

to pharmacy benefit managers
and other discounts.

In 2022, drugmakers raised
prices on more than 1,400 drugs
according to data published
by 46brooklyn, a drug pricing
non-profit that is related to 3
Axis. That is the most increases
since 2015.

The median drug price in-
crease was 4.9% last year, while
the average increase was 6.4%,
according to 46brooklyn. Both

Notable increases
expected include 9%
price hikes on Bris-
tol Myers Squibb’s
(BMY.N) personalized
CAR-T cell therapies
Abecma and Brey-
anzi, both of which
were already more
than $400,000 for
the blood cancer
treatments.

figures are lower than inflation
rates in the United States.

Drugmakers largely have kept
increases at 10% or below - an
industry practice followed by
many big drugmakers since they
came under fire for too many
price hikes in the middle of the
last decade.

Antonio Ciaccia, president of 3
Axis, said that drugmakers have
focused on launching their drugs
at higher prices because of the
attention paid to annual price in-
creases. The 1RA should further
this dynamic, he said.

"Drug makers have to take a
harder look at calibrating those
launch prices out of the gate ... so
they don’t box themselves into
the point where in the future,
they can't price increase their
way back into profitability,” he
said.

More drug prices are likely to
be announced over the course of
January - historically the biggest
month for drugmakers to raise

prices.

To date, Pfizer announced the
most increases, with prices ris-
ing on 89 unique drug brands,
and an additional increase on 10
drug brands at its Hospira arm.

That was followed by GSK,
with planned increases so far
on 26 unique drugs, including
nearly a 7% increase on its pop-
ular shingles vaccine Shingrix.

GSK was not immediately
available for comment.

Notable increases expected
include 9% price hikes on Bristol
Myers Squibb’s (BMY.N) per-
sonalized CAR-T cell therapies
Abecma and Breyanzi, both of
which were already more than
$400,000 for the blood cancer
treatments.

A company spokesperson said
there were several driving fac-
tors in increasing the list price
of the two CAR-T cell therapies,
including the rate of inflation,
the value of the therapies, and
the personalized nature of the
CAR-T manufacturing process.

Increases for Pfizer include a
6% rise on the cost of Xeljanz,
a treatment for autoimmune
diseases including rheumatoid
arthritis and ulcerative colitis,
and 7.9% increases on cancer
drugs Ibrance and Xalkori.

A Pfizer spokesperson said
in an email that the company’s
average list prices for drugs and
vaccines in 2023 are well below
overall inflation at approximate-
ly 3.6%, noting that the increases
are needed to support invest-
ments in drug discovery.

Pfizer noted that net prices
- those the company actually re-
ceives for its drugs - have fallen
in the past four years because
of higher rebates and discounts
paid to insurance companies and
pharmacy benefit managers.

AstraZeneca is set to raise
prices in the 3% range on blood

cancer treatment Calquence,
non-small cell lung cancer drug
Tagrisso and asthma treatment
Fasenra.

"AstraZeneca has always tak-
en a thoughtful approach to pric-
ing, and we continue to do so,
considering many factors,” said
company spokesman Brendan
McEvoy.

In addition to significant R&D
investments, McEvoy said Astra-
Zeneca considers clinical val-
ue, size of patient population,
government/payer coverage re-
quirements, patient affordabili-
ty, competition and other market
conditions.

Sanofi plans to raise prices on
14 of its drugs or vaccines.

A Sanofi spokesperson said
the drugmaker’s 2023 pricing
actions are consistent with its
approach to responsible pric-
ing, A Sanofi spokesperson said
the drugmaker’s 2023 pricing
actions are consistent with its
approach to responsible pricing,
adherence to government pol-
icies, and the need to respond
to evolving trends in the mar-
ketplace.

To date, Pfizer an-
nounced the most
increases, with prices
rising on 89 unique
drug brands, and an
additional increase on
10 drug brands at its
Hospira arm

Zenseact becomes fully owned
subsidiary of Volvo Cars

Representative picture
Reuters

weden-based Volvo Car AB

said yesterday it had taken
100% ownership of its auton-
omous driving (AD) software
development subsidiary Zen-
seact.

Volvo Cars acquired 13.5%
of shares in Zenseact from
ECARX, which made the AD
software company a fully
owned subsidiary of the Swed-
ish automaker. Zenseact will
continue to remain and oper-
ate as a standalone company,
Volvo Cars said.

Despite Volvo Cars taking

ECARX’s shares in the software
company, the ongoing collab-
oration discussions between
Zenseact and ECARX will con-
tinue as planned, Volvo Cars
said.

Zenseact received a strate-
gic investment in 2021 from
ECARX where it asked for 15%
shareholding in the software
company.

Zenseact had struck a deal
with Luminar Technologies
(LAZR.O) in 2021 to offer a
combination hardware-soft-
ware system to other automak-
ers.

Oil ends year of wild price swings with 2nd straight annual gain

Brent crude logs
10% gain in 2022, WTI
records 7% increase

® Year marked by
Ukraine war supply
concerns, Chinese
demand drop

® Heading into 2023,
China’s COVID spike
hurts demand outlook

POLL-Economic
weakness set to weigh
on oil price in 2023

Reuters | New York

il prices swung wildly in
2022, climbing on tight sup-
plies amid the war in Ukraine,
then sliding on weaker demand
from top importer China and
worries of an economic con-
traction, but closed the year on
Friday with a second straight
annual gain.
Prices surged in March as

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
upended global crude flows,
with international benchmark
Brent reaching $139.13 a bar-
rel, highest since 2008. Prices
cooled rapidly in the second
half as central banks hiked in-
terest rates and fanned worries
of recession.

“This has been an extraordi-
nary year for commodity mar-
kets, with supply risks leading to
increased volatility and elevated
prices,” said ING analyst Ewa
Manthey. “Next year is set to
be another year of uncertainty,
with plenty of volatility,” she
said.

Brent crude on Friday, the last
trading day of the year, settled at
$85.91 a barrel, up nearly 3% to
$2.45 per barrel. US West Tex-
as Intermediate crude settled
at $80.26 a barrel, up $1.86 or
2.4%.

For the year, Brent gained
about 10%, after jumping 50% in
2021. US crude rose nearly 7% in
2022, following last year’s gain
of 55%. Both benchmarks fell
sharply in 2020 as the COVID-19
pandemic slashed fuel demand.

Investors in 2023 are expect-
ed to keep taking a cautious ap-

proach, wary of interest rate
hikes and possible recessions.

“The demand and demand
growth is going to be areal ques-
tion because of the heavy-hand-
ed actions by the global central
banks and the slowdown that
they’re trying to engineer,” said
John Kilduff, partner at Again
Capital LLC in New York.

A survey of 30 economists and
analysts forecast Brent would
average $89.37 a barrel in 2023,
about 4.6% lower than the con-
sensus in a November survey.
US crude is projected to average
$84.84 perbarrel in 2023, down
from the prior view. read more

While a jump in year-end
holiday travel and Russia’s ban
on crude and oil product sales

Brent crude on Friday, the
last trading day of the year,
settled at $85.91 a barrel,
up nearly 3% to $2.45 per
barrel.

has supported crude, tighter
supply will be offset next year
by declining fuel consumption
due to a deteriorating economic
environment, said CMC Markets
analyst Leon Li.

Oil’'s decline in the second half
of 2022 as rising interest rates
to fight inflation boosted the
Us dollar. That made dollar-de-
nominated commodities like
crude more costly for holders
of other currencies.

The dollar was on track to
post its biggest annual gain
since 2015. read more

China’s zero-COVID restric-
tions, which were eased only
this month, had squashed de-
mand recovery hopes. The
world’s top oil importer and
second-biggest consumer in
2022 posted its first drop in oil
demand for years.

While China’s oil demand is
expected to recover in 2023, a
recent surge in COVID-19 cases
has dimmed hopes of an imme-
diate boost in barrel buying.

In an indicator of future sup-
ply, the US oil and gas rig count
rose 33% for the year, energy
services firm Baker Hughes Co
(BKR.O) said in its latest report.
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Wall Street concludes 2022 with
higgest annual drop since 2008

Wall St booked
biggest annual
percentage drop
since 2008

® S&P market cap
declined by about
$8 billion in 2022

Indexes down:
Dow 0.22%, S&P 500
0.25%, Nasdaq 0.11%

Reuters

S stocks closed out 2022
l | lower on Friday, capping

ayear of sharp losses driv-
en by aggressive interest rate
hikes to curb inflation, recession
fears, the Russia-Ukraine war
and rising concerns over COVID
cases in China.

Wall Street’s three main in-
dexes booked their first yearly
drop since 2018 as an era of loose
monetary policy ended with the

Federal Reserve’s fastest pace of ...

rate hikes since the 1980s.

The benchmark S&P 500
(.sPX) has shed 19.4% this year,
marking a roughly $8 trillion
decline in market cap. The tech-
heavy Nasdaq (.IXIC) is down
33.1%, while the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average (.DJI) has fallen
8.9%.

The annual percentage de-
clines for all three indexes were
the biggest since the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis, largely driven by
a rout in growth shares as con-
cerns over Fed’s rapid interest
rate hikes boost US Treasury

A trader works on the trading floor at the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York City, U.S

yields.

“The primary macro reasons
came from a combination
of events: the ongoing supply
chain disruption that started
in 2020, the spike in inflation,
the tardiness of the Fed begin-
ning its rate tightening program
in the attempt to corral the in-
flation,” said Sam Stovall, chief
investment strategist at CFRA
Research.

He also cited economic in-
dicators pointing to recession,
geopolitical tensions including
the Ukraine war, and China’s
surging COVID cases and uncer-
tainties over Taiwan.

Growth stocks have been un-

der pressure from rising yields
for much of 2022 and have un-
derperformed their economical-
ly linked value peers, reversing a
trend that had lasted for much of
the past decade.

Apple Inc (AAPL.O), Alphabet
Inc (GOOGL.O), Microsoft Corp
(MSFT.0), Nvidia Corp (NVDA.O),
Amazon.com Inc (AMZN.O), Te-
sla Inc (TSLA.O) are among the
worst drags on the S&P 500
growth index (.IGX), down be-
tween 28% and 66% in 2022.

The S&P 500 growth index
has fallen about 30.1% this year,
while the value index (.IVX) is
down 7.4%, with investors pre-
ferring high dividend-yielding

sectors with steady earnings
such as energy.

Energy (.SPNY) has recorded
stellar annual gains of 59% as oil
prices surged.

Ten of the 11 S&P (.SPX) sector
indexes dropped on Friday, led
by real estate and utilities.

“The housing market has re-
ally slowed down and the values
of people’s homes have declined
off of the highs earlier this year,”
said J. Bryant Evans, investment
advisor and portfolio manager
at Cozad Asset Management in
Champaign, Illinois.

“That affects people’s mind
frame and actually affects their
spending a little bit.”

The focus has shifted to the
2023 corporate earnings out-
look, with growing concerns
about the likelihood of a reces-
sion.

Still, signs of US economic
resilience have fueled worries
that rates could remain high-
er, though easing inflationary
pressures have raised hopes of
dialled-down rate hikes.

Money market participants
see 65% odds of a 25-basis-point
hike in the Fed’s February meet-
ing, with rates expected to peak
at 4.97% by mid-2023.

The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage (.DJI) fell 73.55 points, or

0.22%, to 33,147.25; the S&P 500
(.SPX) lost 9.78 points, or 0.25%,
at 3,839.50; and the Nasdaq
Composite (.IXIC) dropped 11.61
points, or 0.11%, to 10,466.48.

Volume on US exchanges was
8.50 billion shares, compared
with the 10.79 billion average for
the full session over the last 20
trading days.

Declining issues outnumbered
advancers on the NYSE by a1.50-
to-1 ratio; on Nasdag, a 1.03-to-1
ratio favored decliners.

The S&P 500 posted no new
52-week highs and no new lows;
the Nasdaq Composite recorded
85 new highs and 134 new lows.

Fed reverse repo facility hits record $2.554 trillion

The reverse repo
facility takes in cash
from eligible financial
firms in what is a de
facto loan from the
Fed. The current rate
stands at 4.3%, which is
a return that often bests
private sector short-
term lending rates.

Reuters | New York

key facility the Federal Re-

serve uses to help control
short-term interest rates saw
record inflows on Friday, the
final trading day of the year.

The New York Fed said that
its reverse repo facility took in
$2.554 trillion in cash from mon-
ey market funds and other eligi-
ble financial firms, besting the
prior high water mark seen on
Sept. 30, when inflows totaled
$2.426 trillion.

The cash surge was almost
certainly tipped into record ter-
ritory on a typical quarter end
pattern which can be further
exacerbated on the year end. On
those dates, for a variety of rea-
sons, many financial firms prefer
to park cash at the central bank

The Federal Reserve building is seen in Washington, U.S

rather than in private markets.

The Fed’s reverse repo facility
has been very active for some
time. After seeing almost no
uptake for an extended period,
cash began to gravitate toward
the central bank in the spring
of 2021 and then grew consist-
ently. Daily reverse repo usage
has been holding over the $2
trillion mark since June.

The reverse repo facility takes
in cash from eligible financial
firms in what is a de facto loan

from the Fed. The current rate
stands at 4.3%, which is areturn
that often bests private sector
short-term lending rates.

The reverse repo facility is
designed to provide a soft floor
for short-term rates and the fed-
eral funds target rate, the Fed's
main tool to achieve its job and
inflation mandates. To set the
high end of the range, the Fed
also pays deposit taking banks
to park cash at the central bank,
with its interest rate on reserve

balances now standing at 4.4.%.

The federal funds rate is cur-
rently set at between 4.25% and
4.5% and traded at 4.33% as of
Friday, bound between the re-
verse repo and interest on re-
serve balances rates.

NO SIGNS OF SHRINKAGE

Even with the massive us-
age of the reverse repos, Fed
officials have been consistently
unworried about the large in-
flows, even as some in financial
markets have worried about the

prospect the Fed could drain the
life out of private money market
borrowing and lending.

Fed officials have also expect-
ed that as the central bank press-
es forward with its interest rate
increases aimed at lowering very
high levels of inflation, usage of
the reverse repo facility should
fall. But that has yet to happen,
and some in markets now be-
lieve consistently high usage of
the Fed facility will be around
for some time to come.

Research from the New
York Fed has suggested bank
regulation issues are keeping
demand for the Fed reverse
repo tool high. Meanwhile the
Kanas City Fed added its view
that large inflows are tied to
limited private market invest-
ment opportunities and policy
uncertainty.

Strong inflows of cash to the
central bank may not alarm cen-
tral bankers, but it has pushed
their operations into a de fac-
to loss. The Fed funds itself
through interest on the bonds it
owns as well as services it pro-
vides to the financial communi-
ty. Normally it earns a notable
profit and by law hands that back
to the Treasury.

Right now, the cost of paying
interest on reverse repos and
on reserve balances is outstrip-

The US central banking
system—the Federal
Reserve, or the Fed—is
the most powerful
economic institution
in the United States,
perhaps the world. Its
core responsibilities
include setting inter-
est rates, managing
the money supply, and
regulating financial
markets.

ping income. The Fed reported
on Thursday that as of Dec. 28,
an accounting measure it uses
to track the loss stood at $18
billion. Many observers expect
the Fed's plans to raise rates fur-
ther and maintain them at high
levels means fairly substantial
losses for the central bank over
time, even as those losses will
not impact the Fed’s monetary
policy work.
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Sep: Queen dies

May: Sri Lanka riots

January

15: Underwater
volcano Hunga-Tonga
Hunga-Ha’apai
violently erupts with
20km ash plume,
sending tsunami over
nearby Tonga, with
shock waves heard in New Zealand

16 Unvaccinated World #1 tennis player
Novak Dokovic is deported by the
Australian government on “health and
good order” grounds, without playing in
the Australian Open

February

4: XXIV Olympic Winter Games open in
Beijing, China

24: Russian leader Vladimir Putin
announces the start of a “special military
operation” in Ukraine to “demilitarize” the
country moments before Russia launches
a full-scale pre-dawn invasion by land, air
and sea, with bombings in several cities
amid international condemnation

March

4: Four-ton rocket debris crashes into the
far side of the moon, unconfirmed booster
from China’s Chang’e 5-T1 mission in first
unintentional collision with the moon

27: 94th Academy Awards: “CODA” wins
best film, best director Jane Campion, best
actress Jessica Chastain, best actor Will
Smith who also controversially slaps host

Feb: Russia Invades Ukraine

Aug: Pakistan floods

24: French President Emmanuel Macron
wins re-election defeating National
Rally’s Marine Le Pen, first sitting French
president re-elected in 20 years

25: Twitter
announces a deal
to sell itself to Elon
Musk for $44 billion

May

9: Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, Mahinda
Rajapaksa submits his resignation to his
brother President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
amid continuing violent protests causing
four deaths

14: US records
one million
COVID-19 deaths,
with The White
House ordering
flags to fly at half
mast through the weekend

15: Finland and Sweden say they intend to
apply to join NATO, following the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, ending decades of
neutrality

June

2: Queen Elizabeth Il marks her Platinum
Jubilee with four days of celebrations
starting with a military parade at
Buckingham Palace

24: US Supreme Court overturns Roe v.
Wade, eliminating constitutional right to
choose abortion, in a 6-3 vote

8: Former Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo
Abe assassinated while giving a speech in
Nara, Japan

Sep: Iran protests

20: An intense heatwave across Europe
results in over 1000 deaths in Portugal
and 500 in Spain; while starting wildfires
across Spain, France, Italy and Greece

August

2: US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is the
first speaker to visit Taiwan in 25 years,
prompting condemnation from the Chinese
Communist Party

29: Heavier than usual monsoon rains
leave around one-third of Pakistan
underwater, affecting 33 million people

September

8: Queen Elizabeth Il dies at Balmoral
Castle after ruling for 70 years, as the UK’s
longest-serving monarch. Her eldest son
inherits the throne as King Charles 11l

17: Protests erupt in Iran and continue the
next few days at the treatment of women,
after the funeral of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year
old who died in morality police custody

Key events that dominated
world headlines in 2022

in the crowd

22: Italy forms
new coalition
government,
choosing far-right
Brothers of Italy
(Fratelli d’Italia

- Fdl) leader
Giorgia Meloni as
Prime Minister,
the 1st female to
hold the office

22: Xi Jinping

is elected

as General
Secretary of

the Chinese
Communist Party
by the Central
Committee,
beginning a third

term as the paramount leader of China

24: UK’s ruling Conservative party appoints
Rishi Sunak as their next leader and Prime
Minister, replacing Liz Truss after six
weeks; Sunak is the first PM of color in the
country’s history

30: Russian President Vladimir Putin
signs treaties absorbing four Ukrainian
provinces into the Russian Federation

October

Chris Rock live on stage July
. 7: British Prime Minister
April Boris Johnson announces

10: Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan
removed from power after
losing a no-confidence
vote in parliament

his resignation at
Downing Street after
pressure from, and
mass resignations of his
ministers

1: Stampede at Indonesian soccer stadium
kills 131 people in Malang city, East Java,
started after police fire teargas at rioters

29: Crowd surge at Halloween festivities in
Seoul, South Korea, leaves 155 people dead

da Silva is elected
President of Brazil
for a third term
after a tight run-off
race against sitting
President Jair
Bolsonaro

30: Luiz Inacio Lula .

November

11:
Ukrainian
forces
recapture
Kherson,
the only

Dec: Pele dies

Jul: Abe assassination

Jul: Europe heatwaves

regional capital to be taken by Russia since
the start of the war

15: The world population reaches 8 billion

16: US Republican party regains control of
the House of Representatives by a narrow
margin, with Kevin McCarthy as Leader of
the House

December

8: American basketball star Brittany Griner
is released by Russian authorities in a
prisoner exchange for Russian arms dealer
Viktor Bout; Griner detained on drug
smuggling charges since February 2022

11: NASA’s Orion spacecraft returns to
earth after completing Artemis | test flight
around the moon in 25.5 days - record
distance traveled by a spacecraft designed
to carry humans

13: First nuclear
fusion reactionin a
laboratory setting,
replicating the same
energy that powers
the sun - announced
by scientists at
Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, California

29: Brazilian soccer attacking midfielder
Pele dies from colon cancer at 82

dies at 95

31: Pope
Emeritus
Benedict XVI
(2005-13),
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ahrain raises VAT to 10%. 94

basic food products, over
1,800 government services un-
affected

Jan5

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, affirms
Kingdom’s support to enhance
Alba’s key role in the national
economy

Jan7

Bahrain’s vaccination drive
reaches a major milestone, by
fully vaccinating 94% of the
eligible population. Boosters
are given to 83%

Jan9

Bans plastic bottles with less
than 200 ml capacity

Jan1l

HRH Prince Salman orders
2,000 additional housing units
for Bahrainis

Jan12

HRH Prince Salman open
new states of the art BIBF head-
quarter in Bahrain Bay

Jan23

Bahrain rolls out strategies
and initiatives to enhance
Kingdom’s long-term compet-
itiveness

Jan 25

HRH Prince Salman directs
the activation of a unified sys-
tem and a guide for internal
auditing across all ministries
and government agencies

4027
TREVIEW,

February 2

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi invites HRH Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, to visit India.

Feb 8

Bahrain introduced
longer-duration permanent vi-
sas to attract highly talented in-
dividuals and foreign investors.

Feb 12

Bahrain signs a 15-year ar-
rangement with Formula 1, the
longest in the history of the
sport, to stay on the Grand Prix
calendar for 10 more years.

Feb16

HM King and Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennet vow
to further advance bilateral ties
and cooperation

Feb18

Bahrain ends precautionary
quarantine for contacts of ac-
tive COVID-19 cases. Tests are
only for those having symp-
toms.

2

HRH Prince Salman calls for
peaceful and diplomatic ways
to resolve issues during talks
with US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken

March5

Bahrain, US signs deals to
boost ties in industry, logistics
and space science sectors.

March 6

Al Khaldiya win maiden
King’s cup

March7

Bahrain provides $1 million
for the humanitarian needs
of civilian refugees fleeing
Ukraine

March 9

Bahrain joins US-led Arte-
mis Accords on peaceful and
responsible space exploration

March 13

International Civil Aviation
Organisation commends Bah-
rain’s services to regional air
navigation

March 16

Bahrain completes imple-
mentation of Royal Directives
to provide 40,000 housing
units to citizens

March 18

Bahrain kicks off F1’s new
era at Bahrain International
Circuit

March 20

Bahrain International Circuit
announced the completion of
the solar project

March 21

Charles Leclerc led Ferrari to
a one-two victory in F1 at BIC.

March 23

HM King orders the disburse-
ment of Ramadan donations
to RHF-sponsored Bahraini
families. 11,000 benefit from
HM gift.
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March 24

HM King names 2022 as the
Year of Bahraini youth

March 28

Legislative and Executive
branches agree on a maximum
BD50 pension for Bahraini cit-
izens

March 29

Masks are made optional for
citizens and residents in both
indoor and outdoor areas

March 31

HM King commends Bah-
rain’s strategic partnership
with US and UK

Two-month truce in force in
Yemen, Bahrain calls it a major
step to ending the war.

April 7

A new scheme launched for
the private sector to invest in
Government land through in-
vestmentland.gov.bh

April 8

Decision made to provide
booster doses every nine
months to those aged 18 years
and above

April 15

Bahrain, and UAE call for
boosting Arab unity to enhance
joint Arab action

April19

HRH Prince Salman orders
hike in pension, honours 30
top-performing government
agencies remotely

April 22

HM King orders Eid Al-Fitr
gifts for widows and orphans

April 23

Moody’s upgrades Bahrain’s
outlook to stable from Negative
and affirms B2 rating

April 26

HRH Prince Salman directs
Civil Service Bureau to transfer
annual leave surplus to COV-
ID-19 heroes

HM King and HRH Prince
Salman perform Eid Al Fitr
prayers with Royal family
members

May 7

Arab Coalition completes
transfer of 163 Houthi prison-
ers to Yemen

May 10

HM King reiterates Bahrain’s
unwavering support for the
Palestinian cause, all endeav-
ours

May 12

Bahrain gets British eVisa
waiver status

May 13

US Navy enhances security
operations in Mideast with
unmanned vessels, Artificial
Intelligence

May 14

UAE President Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan passes
way

May 15

Sheikh
Mohammed
named the
new UAE
President

May 20

HRH Prince Salman calls for
boosting investment in renew-
able energy

May 24

Finance and National Econ-
omy Minister Shaikh Salman
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa said Bah-
rain’s economic recovery is on
track

May 27

Bahrain strong against Mon-
keypox says WHO

Bahrain celebrates the 20th
anniversary of RHF, issues com-
memorative stamps

June 6

Bahrain unveils plans to em-
ploy 20,000 Bahrainis, train
10,000 annually until 2024,
plans to facilitate trade pro-
cedures and increase their ef-
ficiency to attract investment
worth more than $2.5 billion
by 2023

June 8

World Bank raises forecast
for Bahrain’s economic growth
by 3.5%

June 14

HM King reshuffles Cabinet
June 16

Deputy Prime Minister and
new ministers take oath before
HM King

June 17

HRH Prince Salman receives
winners of the Crown Prince’s
International Scholarship pro-
gramme

June18

UNESCO King Hamad Prize
awards projects from India and
Tanzania

June 20

HM King participates in
Sharm El-Sheikh tripartite
summit that calls for regional
solidarity

June 25

UNESCO-King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa Prize awards win-
ners

June 27

HM King affirms keenness to
consolidate the independence
of Bahrain’s Judiciary

June28

500 more to benefit from
Mazaya: HRH Prince Salman
calls on the Housing ministry
to offer additional financing
services to Bahrainis

June29

HM King and Egyptian Pres-
ident Abdul Fattah Al Sisi
discuss ways to strengthen
deep-rooted bilateral ties

June 30

HM orders payments for
clothing to all RHF-registered
beneficiaries

Bahrain rolls-out chip-ena-
bled Sehati card in Muharraq

July3

Bahrain, US
join hands to
boost terrorism
fight, sign 3 MoUs

July4

HM King establishes a Mili-
tary Institution for the devel-
opment of warfare industries
at BDF

July7

HM King orders financial
support to 127,945 low-income
Bahraini families

July 10

HM King performs Eid
prayers and wishes Bahrain
and its people safety, progress
and prosperity

July16

US president
Joe Biden begins
Saudi visit

July 17

HM King tells leaders at Jed-
dah summit to stay united, end
Iran’s interferences

July 20

Bahrain retains tier 1 rank-
ing in US State Department’s
2022 report on Trafficking in
Persons

July 26

HM King, HRH Prince Salman
congratulates newly elected
Indian President Droupadi
Murmu

July 29

India
begins Associate support for
Combined Maritime Forces
in Bahrain (CMF-B) - a coun-
ter-terrorism coalition for pro-
tecting international waters as
its 35th member.

July 30

Bahrain orders 21 days of iso-
lation for monkeypox patients

World's ‘outpouring of love’for the Queen I

Bahrain announces free
monkeypox vaccines, opens
pre-registration, vaccination
is voluntary

August 7

Bahrain tops Nikkei Asia’s
121-nation COVID-19 recovery
index

August 14

Bahrain joins hands with
WHO to accelerate obesity bat-
tle

August 16

Bahrain’s mid-year financial
report shows a 52% increase in
actual revenue collection

August 18

Nasa clicks Bahrain’s fasci-
nating underwater landscape;
Bahrain approves faster and
more efficient technologies for
internet users

August 21

Bahrain celebrates the 21st
anniversary of the Supreme
Council for Women

August 22

Bahrain launches project to
develop a 100% Bahrain-built
satellite

August 23

HM King reinforces Bahrain’s
deep-rooted bilateral ties with
Egypt, UAE and Jordan during
Arab Summit

August 30

HM King and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron dis-
cuss ways to boost ties

V Rights champions
- take Nobel peace

marlable achievement

September 1

Bahrain condoles with the
Russian president over the
death of former President of
the Soviet Union Mikhail Gor-
bachev.

Sept2

Private sector companies,
Tamkeen join hands for alter-
native penalties programme

Sept 3

Iran’s navy briefly seizes two
US drones

Sept8

Tamkeen supports the Tril-
lion tree fund for Bahraini en-
terprises

Sept 10

Bahrain
Mourns HM
Queen Eliza-
beth as flags fly
at half mast

Sept 11

HM King, HRH Prince Salman
congratulates King Charles I1I
Sept 16

HRH Prince Salman orders
financial support for driving
instructors

Sept 17

Bahrain detects monkeypox
in a 29-year-old expat, who re-
turned from abroad

Sept 18

HM King arrives in London
to pay respects to Queen Eliz-
abeth 11

Sept 10

HRH Prince Salman attends
the state funeral of Queen
Elizabeth 11, and praises her
as “abeacon of selflessness and
peace’.

Sept 26

HM King, Saudi King reviews
progress of Bahrain-Saudi ties

Sept 28

HRH Prince Salman attends
Shinzo Abe’s state funeral in
Tokyo

Sept 30

Bahrain calls on Iran to coop-
erate with IAEA efforts to revive
the 2015 nuclear deal
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October1

HM King tell Putin to activate
dialogue and negotiations for
lasting peace

Oct2

Bahrain
starts ac-
cepting
election
nomination fees for the 2022
Parliamentary and Municipal
elections

October 3

HRH Prince Salman an-
nounce proposes new labour
market reforms replacing Flexi
permits

Oct4

HM King
welcomes
Maldives president, sign mul-
tiple deals

Oct5

HM King performs Friday
Prayers, and shares wishes on
the anniversary of the Proph-
et’s birthday

Oct10

HM King received Indian Or-
thodox Church Supreme Head
His Holiness Pope Moran Mar
Baselios

Oct14

Bahrain Calls on Asian lead-
ers at the 6th Summit of the
Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-building Measures
in Asia in Astana, Kazakhstan.

Oct18

A new registration system
was launched for expatriates
workers replacing flexible visa

Oct19

115 international organisa-
tion hail Bahrain’s success in
promoting democracy and hu-
man rights

Oct23

Bahrain condemns Houthi
attack on oil port, calls its esca-
lation against the truce

Oct 26
HM King and Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik of Oman hold talks
for boosting bilateral ties

Oct 31

HM King directs to complete
of master plans for new towns
to increase the size of the urban
areas in the Kingdom

Pope Francis begins historic
Bahrain visit

Nov8

Bahrain supports global co-
operation to mitigate climate
change

Nov 9

Bahrain announces discovery
of two new natural gas reser-
voirs in Al Juba and Al Jawf.

Nov1i

HM King, UAE President at-
tends Jaimud 3 joint exercise

Nov 12

Voting for the 2022 Parlia-
mentary and Municipal elec-
tions begins

Nov 13

HM King and Citizens com-
mended by Cabinet for success-
ful Parliamentary and Munici-
pal elections

Nov 18

Bahrain announces BD1 mil-
lion investment for a new hous-
ing project

Nov 19

Manama Dialogue opens
with calls to end the conflict

Nov 20

Voting concludes in Parlia-
mentary and municipal elec-
tions

Nov 22

HRH Prince
Salman inau-
gurates Exhi-
bition World
Bahrain in
Sakhir

Nov 23

HM King swears in new Cab-
inet members

Nov 25

India and GCC nations launch
talks for Free Trade Agreement

Nov 27
City-
scape
expo
ends
recording BD101 in sales. The
expo had on offer BD967 mil-
lion worth of projects.

Nov 28

Bahrain launches new rules
to check academic degrees
from Bahrain and abroad

Nov29

HRH Prince Salman invites
all public sector employees to
participate in Fikra 5th edition
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I;iRH Prince Salman Fc]]ow(hclif;.;t;;ingsomepher: HM |:.|:g =2 - T =e
- attends state funeral
__ Record turnout

~ Abigspaceleapasiss
puts Light-1into Orhit

harles, 73, becomes King

US State Department Coun-
sellor Derek Chollet praises
longstanding ties between the
US and Bahrain

Dec4

US Navy intercepts fishing
boat smuggling ammunition in
the Gulf of Oman

Dec5

Bahrain Israel vow to broad-
en cooperation

Dec6

HRH Prince Salman wel-
comes 8th batch of PMs Fellow-
ship programme at Gudaibiya
Palace

Dec9

HM King to participate in
GCC, Arab Summits with Xi
Jinping

Dec10

GCC-China summits reflect
GCC’s resolve to enhance ties
says, HM King

Decil

The tenth Bahraini Farmers’
market opens

Dec13

HM King opens the 6th legis-
lative term’s first session with
a vow to further develop fi-
nancial and economic support
programmes for Bahrain

Dec14

HM King pardons 361 in-
mates, promotes 359 officers

Dec17

HM King patronises National
Days Celebrations, honours na-
tional work Pioneers

Dec18

HM King patronises com-
memoration Day

Dec19

Arab League affirms solid
support for Bahrain

Dec25

Deputy PM orders more ag-
ricultural lands for investors
through the land investment
platform

Dec 26

Deputy King HRH Prince Sal-
man lays the foundation stone

for Bahrain’s National Assem-
bly building

Dec29

Tamkeen launches updated
Riyadat Financing programme
to help women expand their
businesses

Dec30

Bahrain EDB announce at-
tracting a record $1.1 billion in
direct investment in 2022
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QUOTE
OF THE
DAY

BE AT WAR WITH YOUR VICES, AT
PEACE WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS,
AND LET EVERY NEW YEAR FIND
YOU A BETTER MAN

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

News in brief

Barbara Walters, news pioneer ~ ® _BarbaraWalters,
the intrepid interviewer,

é H ? H
and ‘The View’ creator, dies ;1.0\ 214 program host

who blazed the way as the first woman to hecome a
TV news superstar during a career remarkable for
its duration and variety, has died. She was 93. ABC
broke into its broadcast to announce Walters’ death on
air Friday night. “She lived her life with no regrets. She
was a trailblazer not only for female journalists, but for
all women,” her publicist Cindi Berger also said in a statement, adding Walters
died peacefully at her New York home. An ABC spokesperson did not have an
immediate comment Friday night beyond sharing a statement from Bob Iger,
the CEO of ABC parent The Walt Disney Company. “Barbara was a true legend, a
pioneer not just for women in journalism but for journalism itself,” Iger said.

c:i“a,s i China gives Hong Kong leader power to bar
lawmaking OVerseas lawyers in national security cases

body has given Hong Kong leader John Lee
the power to bar foreign lawyers from
national security cases, removing the
decision from the city’s courts, in a move
likely to further fuel concerns over judicial
independence. The use of foreign lawyers by
both prosecutors and the defence have long
been part of the former British colony’s rule of

law traditions. The move, reported by state news agency Xinhua on Friday, comes

after a Hong Kong court this month postponed a national security trial against

media tycoon and China critic Jimmy Lai to September, to give time for the ruling

by China’s National People’s Congress Standing Committee (NPCSC).

. & Protestersin
Bolivia protesters burn cars, clash Bolivia’s Santa Cruz,

with police after governor arrested . \2ively wealthy

farming region, attacked buildings,
burned cars and blocked highways as
part of a 24-strike on Friday following
the arrest of the regional governor, a

protesters in parts of the provincial capital
torched cars and tires and hurled fireworks
toward police forces, who used tear gas to try to disperse the crowds. During the
day, around the city largely peaceful groups had protested by blocking roads
with tires, rocks and flags strung across streets as blockades. The protests are
the latest face-off between Santa Cruz, led by right-wing Governor Luis Fernando
Camacho, and leftist President Luis Arce’s government. Camacho was detained
Wednesday on a charge of “terrorism” for his alleged involvement in 2019
political unrest that saw then-President Evo Morales flee the country.

CURIOSER & CURIOSER

Hundreds of 4,500-yr-old
tombs found in central China

Xinhua | Beijing

rchaeologists have found

more than 300 tombs dat-
ingback around 4,500 years in
central China’s Henan Prov-
ince, which are of great signif-
icance to studying the burial
system and social structure of
prehistoric China.

Located in the Suyang relics
site in the city of Luoyang, the
tomb complex covers an area
of about 15,000 square meters,
and all of the tombs are earth
pits in a rectangular shape,
according to the Luoyang Mu-
nicipal Institute of Archae-
ology.

“The tomb cluster is large
in size and can be traced back
to the transition period from
Yangshao Culture to Longshan
Culture. It is extremely rare
to see this in Zhongyuan, a
region known as the central
plain area,” said Ren Guang,
head of the excavation project
on the Suyang site.

Archaeologists have un-
earthed nine tombs so far, and
the skeletons of 10 people have
been found in the tombs. Some
of the tombs show evidence

The aerial photo shows the Suyang
relics site in the city of Luoyang,
central China’s Henan Province

Q

REN GUANG, HEAD OF THE EXCAVATION
PROJECT

right-wing opposition leader. As night fell,

of having been seriously dam-
aged by tomb raiders.

Preliminary excavation
showed that the tomb complex
can be traced back to the early
stage of the Longshan Culture,
Ren said.

The discovery of the tomb
cluster has great academic
value, Ren said, adding that
it can help researchers better
understand the burial system

during this period, while also
providing important clues for
the study of social complexity
and the civilization process in
the Longshan Culture.

The Suyang relics site spans
more than 600,000 square
meters. The Luoyang Munic-
ipal Institute of Archaeology
launched excavation work at
the site in early 2021, and it is
still in progress.

Russian missiles strike
Kyiv on New Year’s Eve

Ten explosions were heard in the centre of Ukraine’s capital as air raid sirens
sounded nationwide

@ Atleast one dead

Reuters | Washington

ussia carried out its sec-
ond major round of mis-
ile attacks on Ukraine in

three days yesterday, Ukrainian
officials said, with explosions
reported throughout the coun-
try on New Year’s Eve.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said at least one person had
been killed and eight wounded
after a series of explosions in the
capital. Reuters correspondents
reported hearing 10 loud blasts
in the city.

The mayor said one of those
wounded by the blasts was a
Japanese journalist who had
been taken to hospital.

A hotel just south of Kyiv’s
city centre was hit and a resi-
dential building in another dis-
trict was damaged, according to
the city administration.

Alocal resident embraces his son as they stand next to a site of a Russian

missile strike

The governor of the sur-
rounding Kyiv region, Oleksiy
Kuleba, had warned shortly be-
forehand of a possible incom-
ing missile attack, and said air
defences in the region were en-
gaging targets.

“The terrorist country
launched several waves of mis-
siles. They are wishing us a

happy New Year. But we will
persevere,” Kuleba wrote on
Telegram in a separate post after
explosions shook the capital.

Nationwide blasts

Other cities across Ukraine
also came under fire. In the
southern region of Mykolaiv,
local governor Vitaliy Kim said

Q

OLEKSIY KULEBA, GOVERNOR OF KYIV OBLAST

on television that six people had
been wounded.

In a separate post on Tele-
gram, Kim said Russia had tar-
geted civilians with the strikes,
something Moscow has previ-
ously denied.

“According to today’s tenden-
cies, the occupiers are striking
not just critical [infrastruc-
ture]... in many cities [they are
targeting] simply residential
areas, hotels, garages, roads.”

In the western city of Khmel-
nytskyi, two people were
wounded in a drone attack,
Ukrainian presidential aide Ky-
rylo Tymoshenko said.

North Korea fires 3 ballistic missiles
after unprecedented year of tests

AFP | Seoul

North Korea fired three
short-range ballistic mis-
siles yesterday, Seoul’s military
said, adding a final salvo to
Pyongyang’s record-breaking
blitz of launches this year.

Military tensions on the
Korean peninsula have risen
sharply in 2022 as the North
has conducted sanctions-bust-
ing weapons tests nearly every
month, including firing its most
advanced intercontinental bal-
listic missile ever.

Yesterday’s launch comes a
day after South Korea success-
fully tested a solid-fuel space
launch vehicle, and follows the
incursion of five North Korean

ATV screen shows a file image of North
Korea’s rocket with the test satellite
during a news program at the Seoul
Railway Station

drones into the South’s airspace
earlier in the week.

South Korea’s military said it
had detected “three short-range
ballistic missiles launched by
North Korea into the East Sea
from the area of Chunghwa
County, North Hwanghae Prov-

North Korea is
currently holding a
major party meeting
in Pyongyang at which
Kim and other senior
party officials are
outlining their policy
goals for 2023 in key
areas including diplo-
macy, security and the
economy

ince, at around 08:00 (2300
GMT)”, referring to the body
of water also known as the Sea
of Japan.

The missiles flew about 350
kilometres (217 miles) before
splashing down, it added.

Mexican authorities uncover human
skulls in package headed for US

Reuters | Mexico City

Four human skulls were dis-
covered inside a package
at a Mexican airport that was
due to be sent by courier to the
United States, local authorities
said on Friday.

The skulls were found
wrapped in aluminium foil in-
side a cardboard box at Quere-
taro Intercontinental Airport
in central Mexico, a statement
from the National Guard said.

The package had been sent
from the western coastal state
of Michoacan - one of the most
violent parts of the country -

Four human skulls wrapped in plastic and aluminum foil are seen during an
inspection

and was destined for an address
in Manning, South Carolina,
it said.

The National Guard gave no
further details on the age, iden-
tity or possible motive for the

sending of the human remains.

The transfer of human re-
mains requires a special permit
from a competent health au-
thority which was not obtained,
it said.

Three Egypt
police killed in
attack in Suez
Canal city

Egyptian police inspect cars at a
checkpoint in North Sinai (file
photo)

Reuters | Cairo

hree Egyptian police-

men were killed and
four others, including a po-
lice officer, wounded Friday
in an attack in the Suez Ca-
nal city of Ismailia, security
and medical sources said.

Two cars approached a
checkpoint in a residential
neighbourhood of the city
and two armed assailants
opened fire at the police-
men, the security source
said.

The policemen respond-
ed, killing one of the assail-
ants while the other fled.

The source said the attack
was likely a “terrorist act”,
describing it as the first of
its kind in nearly three years
in mainland Egypt, which
has largely been spared the
deadly insurgency in the Si-
nai peninsula.

Medical sources con-
firmed the casualty toll
from the attack, for which
there was no immediate
claim of responsibility.
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The Julian calendar
HISTORY takes effect for the
first time
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Prophet Muham-
mad sets out with an

army 10,000 strong
to conquer Mecca

Pope Francis to lead unique

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, left, greets Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican (file photo)

Benedict XVTI’s
funeral to be held

on Thursday

Reuters | Vatican City

or the first time in modern
Fhistory, a sitting pope will

preside over his predeces-
sor’s funeral next week, with
Pope Francis leading a “simple”
ceremony for Benedict XvVI, who
died yesterday.

Benedict, the first pontiff to
resign since the Middle Ages,
had renounced the papal throne
-- but lived within the Vatican
and still wore white.

The 95-year-old would have a
“solemn but simple” funeral on
Thursday, Vatican spokesman
Matteo Bruni told journalists at
a briefing after his death.

Unlike when previous
popes have died, there
is no need to call a
conclave to elect a
new pontiff, as Francis
-- chosen to succeed
Benedict in 2013 --
remains very much in

the post

The sudden deterioration of
the ex-pope’s health earlier this
week sparked questions over
what would happen next.

The death of a Roman Catho-
lic pope usually sets in motion

Pope Francis grateful for ‘noble’
Benedict and his prayers

AP | Vatican City

ours after the death yes-

terday of Pope Emeritus
Benedict xVI, Pope Francis
praised his “noble” predeces-
sor and expressed gratitude
for his life of faith and prayers,
especially those offered in the
nearly 10 years since the shy
churchman dramatically be-
came the first pope in centu-
ries to retire from the papacy.

In his first public comments
about Benedict since the
Vatican announced his mid-
morning death in the monas-
tery where the former pontiff
lived out his last years, Francis
spoke of his feelings over the
passing, adding to tributes that
poured in for his predecessor
throughout the day.

During his homily at a New
Year’s Eve Vespers service in
St. Peter’s Basilica, Francis said
“thoughts go spontaneously to
the very dear Pope Emeritus
Benedict xvi, who this morn-
ing left us.”

“With deep feeling, we recall
his person, so noble, so gentle,”

With deep feeling, we
recall his person, so
noble, so gentle. And
we feel in the heart

so much gratitude:
gratitude to God for
having given him to
the Church and to the
world

POPE FRANCIS

Francis said. “And we feel in
the heart so much gratitude:
gratitude to God for having
given him to the Church and
to the world,” the pope said.
“Gratitude for to him, for all
the good he did, and above all
for his witness of faith and of
prayer, especially in these last
years of withdrawn life.

“Only God knows the val-
ue and the strength of his
intercession, of his sacrific-
es offered for the good of the
Church,” Francis said, speak-
ing softly.

time-honoured traditions, but
would someone who had given
up the papacy get papal treat-
ment?

Unlike when previous popes
have died, there is no need to call
a conclave to elect a new pontiff,
as Francis -- chosen to succeed
Benedict in 2013 -- remains very
much in the post.

Under rules set out in 1996, a
pope must be buried between
four and six days after his death.

How and when he is buried
is usually decided by cardinals
who gather from around the
world, and who also organise the
Vatican’s nine days of mourning,
known as novemdiales.

They decide because the
death of a pope traditionally
creates a power vacuum at the
top of the church.

However, no such vacuum ex-
ists in this case, as Francis is in
charge.

Last rites

The Vatican said it would be
respecting Benedict’s wishes.

The ex-pope’s funeral will
take place in St Peter’s Square,
the vast square in front of the
basilica, on Thursday at 9:30am
(0830 GMT).

“As the Pope Emeritus wished,
the funeral will be simple,”
Bruni told journalists.

Francis had alerted the
world to Benedict’s frailness on
Wednesday, when he called on
the world’s Catholics to pray
for him.

He later visited him at the
Mater Ecclesiae monastery in-
side the Vatican gardens which
became Benedict’s home when
he retired.

Bruni said the ex-pope had
that same day received “the
anointment of the sick”, or
“last rites” as it is often called,
a Catholic tradition in which a
person’s soul is cleansed of sins
in preparation for the afterlife.

That was performed at the
end of a mass at his home, in
the presence of the Memores
Domini, four lay women similar
to nuns, who lived with him.

The body of the German pope,
whose birth name was Joseph
Ratzinger, will lie in state from

1863

Emancipation Proclama-
tion issued by Abraham
Lincoln to free slaves in
Us confederate states

funeral for ex-pope Benedict

Global reactions to the death of former Pope Benedict

As a “German” #Pope, #BenedictXVI was a special church leader for many, not only in
this country. The world is losing a formative figure of the Catholic Church, a forthright
personality and a clever theologian. My thoughts are with Pope Francis.

- German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

Benedict XVI was a giant of faith and reason. A man in love with the Lord who put his life at
the service of the Universal Church and has spoken, and will continue to speak, to the hearts
and minds of people with the spiritual, cultural and intellectual depth of his Magisterium. A
Christian, a pastor, a theologian: a great man whom history will not forget.

-Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni

Principled in his faith, tireless in his pursuit of peace, and determined in his defence of
human rights, he was a spiritual guide to millions across the world and one of the leading
academic theologians of our time...His powerful calls for solidarity with marginalized people
everywhere and his urgent appeals to close the widening gap between rich and poor are

more relevant than ever.
- UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres

My thoughts go out to Catholics in France and around the world, bereaved by the departure
of His Holiness Benedict XV1, who worked with all his soul and intelligence for a more

fraternal world.
- French President Emmanuel Macron

Although his pontificate was short, he leaves an immense legacy for the Catholic Church,
for all Christians and for humanity ... In defense of the truth of the Gospel, he fearlessly
criticized the errors of the so-called ‘liberation theology,” which intends to mix up
Christianity with erroneous concepts of Marxism

- Outgoing Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro

The absolute authority of Benedict XVI as an outstanding theologian allowed him to make
a significant contribution to the development of inter-Christian cooperation ... and to the
protection of traditional moral values. During the papacy of Benedict XVI, the relationship
between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church developed
significantly in the spirit of fraternal cooperation and the desire to interact on how to
overcome the sometimes painful legacy of the past.

- Patriarch Kirill, Head of The Russian Orthodox Church

Pope Benedict was one of the greatest theologians of his age - committed to the faith of the
Church and stalwart in its defence. In all things, not least in his writing and his preaching,

he looked to Jesus Christ, the image of the invisible God. It was abundantly clear that Christ
was the root of his thought and the basis of his prayer.

- Justin Welby, Archbishop ff Canterbury And Leader ff The Anglican Communion

... recall his constant efforts to promote peace and goodwill to all people, and to strengthen
the relationship between the global Anglican Communion and the Roman Catholic Church.

- Britain’s King Charles

He was a great spiritual leader and committed with all his heart to the historic
reconciliation between the Catholic Church and the Jewish world, a tradition he upheld

during his historic visit to Israel in 2009.

- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Pope Benedict XVI greets the crowd from the central balcony of St. Peter’s
Basilica at the Vatican on April 19, 2005

Monday so that the faithful can
pay their respects.

In 2005 the body of John Paul
11, the last pope to die, also lay
in state before a funeral mass
in St Peter’s Square presided
over by Ratzinger, then a senior
cardinal.

An estimated one million peo-
ple attended, alongside heads
of state from around the world.

‘Fisherman’s Ring’

It was not immediately clear
which heads of state would at-
tend Benedict’s funeral.

In 2020, media reports said
Benedict had chosen to be bur-
ied in the former tomb of John
Paul 11, in the crypt of St Peter’s.

The body of the beloved Pol-
ish pope was moved to the upper
part of the basilica when he was
beatified in 2011. He was con-
firmed a saint in 2014.

Benedict, a conservative in-
tellectual, was not as popular as
John Paul 11, who was pope be-
tween 1978 and 2005, but his fu-
neral is still likely to draw large
crowds and dignitaries.

Traditionally, when a pope
dies, his “Fisherman’s Ring” --
a signet ring specially cast for
each new pope which once was
used to seal documents -- is also
destroyed.

When Benedict left office, the
face of his ring was etched with
a “X” to make it unusable.

1896

German physicist Wil-
helm Réntgen announc-
es his discovery of x-rays

&
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TWEETS

t is with great sadness
that I have learned of
the passing of His Ho-
liness Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI. I offer my
deepest condolences to
Catholics and others
around the world who
were inspired by his life
of prayer and tenacious
commitment to non-vi-
olence and peace.
@antonioguterres

02

express my sincere con-
dolences to Pope Fran-
cis @Pontifex , the hierar-
chy and the faithful of the
Catholic Church all over
the world on the death of
Pope Benedict XVI - an
outstanding theologian,
intellectual and promoter
of universal values.
@ZelenskyyUa

03

Iam saddened to learn
of the death of Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI.
He was a great theologi-
an whose UK visitin 2010
was an historic moment
for both Catholics and
non-Catholics through-
out our country. My
thoughts are with Catho-
lic people in the UK and
around the world today.

@RishiSunak

04

Pope Benedict’s pass-
ing saddens me. My
sympathy goes out to all
Catholics. He had set a
strong signal through
his resignation. He saw
himself first as a servant
for God and his Church.
Once his physical
strength waned, he con-
tinued to serve through
the power of his prayers.

@vonderleyen

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
/\
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Bella Thorne says Disney
channel almost fired her for

wearing a bikini at

IANS | Los Angeles

job when she was 14.

felt she was sexualized as a young girl, reports ‘Variety’.

14, and I wore a two-piece on the beach,” Thorne said.

age 14

Actress Bella Thorne was a staple on the Disney Chan-
nel for many years, but she apparently almost lost her

During Tuesday’s episode of Emily Ratajkowski’s ‘High Low With
EmRata’ podcast, Thorne opened up about many instances where she

“One time I almost got fired off the Disney Channel because I was
“This stylist that I was hanging out with put this chain on me that’s,

like, a body chain. I don’t know? I don’t care. There was a fan, they got
a photo of me on the beach. I almost got fired. It was all over the media,

it was literally viral in that time. It was, ‘How dare this little girl do this?

299

This is so disgusting’.
Thorne, who starred opposite Zendaya on ‘Shake It Up’ from

2010 to 2013, explained that people were “putting Disney
under pressure” to fire her, but ultimately they didn’t.

“They were like, ‘Hey, we're getting a lot of heat for this.
Everyone’s getting heat for this because you’re in a bikini
on a beach, so she needs to make sure she goes out in boy
shorts and a loose t-shirt next time she’s at the beach’.”
During the episode, the actor, 25, also recounted a dis-
turbing situation that happened four years before that.
“T had a director give me feedback once and I was
10. The casting director calls my agent and the
agent calls my mom, and they’re like, ‘So she’s not
moving forward because the director felt like
she was flirting with him, and it made him
really uncomfortable’,” Thorne
said.

Adele boosts fortune by
£11.5 million in past year

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

dele has boosted her fortune by £11.5 million
in the past year.
The 34-year-old singer’s company now has cash
reserves of nearly £15 million, according to the
Daily Mail.
Statements for her Melted Stone Ltd com-
pany show its net assets were £14,940,260
as of December 2021 - up from £3,566,954
the previous year, the publication said.
It comes after Adele released her fifth
studio album ‘30’ and started her delayed
Las Vegas residency.
Adele tearfully cancelled her scheduled con-
certs at the last minute in January but is now
understood to be earning around £750,000 per

Bella Thorne

Idris Elba more than doubles
fortune to £11.2 million

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

dris Elba has more

than doubled his for-
tune to £11.2 million in
the last year.

Latest accounts for
the 50-year-old
actor’s IE7 Lim-
ited company
show cash
reserves shot
up £5.8 mil-
lion in 2021,
up from £5.4
million the
year before,
according to
the Daily Mail.

The publica-
tion added the
accounts show
Idris has bought
himself a £75,000
car.

In the last year,
the actor has starred
in four films includ-
ing “Three Thousand
Years of Longing” and
‘Beast’.

He is also set to re-
turn to his John Luther

for the upcoming Netflix movie
‘Luther: The Fallen Sun’.

But Idris insists he is not set
for a huge paycheque for filling
Daniel Craig’s shoes as the next
James Bond.

It came after reports he

had walked away from
“years of talks” to be-
come the next 007.
He said at the pre-
miere of his ‘The
Harder They Fall’
film in 2021: “No,
I’'m not going to be
James Bond.”

And he told the
Daily Express: “I'm
probably the most
famous Bond actor

in the world, and I
haven’t even played
the role. Enough is
enough. I can’t talk
about it anymore.”
But Henry Cavill’s
odds of being named
the next James Bond
have improved after
he was fired from his
lead role in the ‘Su-
perman’ film fran-
chise.

Idris Elba

But Idris insists he
is not set for a huge
paycheque for filling

Daniel Craig’s shoes as
the next James Bond

The 39-year-old actor’s ten-
ure as the Man of Steel was cut
short as producers wanted a
younger star for the next in-
stalment.

After the announcement, the
odds on Henry replacing Dan-
iel Craig as the next 007 were
slashed, with bookmaker Wil-
liam Hill naming Henry as sec-
ond favourite to take the part
at 3/1 odds, behind favourite
Aaron Taylor-Johnson at 6.4.

Aaron Taylor-Johnson, 32, is
being tipped as the next James
Bond after he has reported-
ly filmed a version of the 007
films’ iconic gun opening.

The ‘Kick-Ass’ actor was said
on December 11 by The Sun
to have shot the scene, with
Eon Productions set to reveal
the spy franchise’s new star in
March after Daniel Craig, 54,
quit the Bond role.

Kate Hudson jokes she stuck to diet of cucumbers
while shooting ‘Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery’

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Kate Hudson has joked she
stuck to a diet of cucum-
bers while filming her bikini
scenes in ‘Glass Onion: A Knives
Out Mystery’.

The 43-year-old actress made
the gag on ITV’s “This Morning’
show on Wednesday while dis-

cussing her poolside

scene where she

wears an orange
two-piece.

She said about abstaining
from booze being drunk by oth-
er cast members to keep her
figure: “When everybody was
having aperol spritz, I was wait-
ing for that scene to be shot. So,
I was like, ‘I’ll just have that
cucumber’”

Kate added about getting in-
volved in the film, which also
stars Daniel Craig as detective
Benoit Blanc: “When we found
out they were doing a second
one (‘Knives Out’), I was like

gonna barrel (director) Rian
Johnson’s door down. I was like,
‘I want in’.

“We were really locked down
together because of Covid. It
was right at the peak of Del-
ta (the Covid variant) so we
couldn’t go anywhere.

“We’d rent out a bar, do mur-
der mysteries and then have
parties. That’s how we kept en-
tertained.”

Kate, who plays Birdie Jay
in the ‘Knives Out’ sequel,

previously told NBC’s
“Today’ about the cast
enjoying wild parties
during filming due to
lockdown: “We
had so much
fun. It was at the
height of Delta
and we were in
Belgrade, Serbia
so the producer
was like, ‘You are
not leaving this ho-
tel”

Kate Hudson

show for the 32-night run.

Tickets for the concerts were on sale for up
to £200,000 each on resale sites.

Other big names to have headlined Vegas in
recent years include Britney Spears, Lady Gaga
and Jennifer Lopez.

Adele told fans on her opening night at
Caesars Palace: “I should be giving you a
standing ovation, thank you so much for
coming back to me.

“I really appreciate it. You look amazing
and it looks just what I imagined it would
look like, it’s perfect.

Adele

I needed a strong backbone to overcome criticism, says Lily Collins

Celebretainment |
Los Angeles

ily Collins
has needed
a strong “back-
bone” to deal with
criticism.
The 33-year-old
Lily Collins

actress - who plays Emily
Cooper in ‘Emily in Paris’ - has
learned to “power through the
negative” during the course of
her career.

She told V magazine: “I
think to meet people, to
connect, to learn, that’s all
going to better inform the

craft, the skills, and your
strength.

“Even if you were an over-
night success, even if you
had an amazing hit song or
hit movie or hit TV show, and
then the next thing you did
bombed, well, it’s kind of
that famous saying, ‘You’re

only as good as your last per-
formance. You really need
to develop the backbone to
be able to power through
the negative, because you're
not always gonna get good
reviews.

“T've not always gotten good
reviews - believe me.”
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Across

1- Heathen; 6- On the peak of; 10- Word processing error; 14- Perceptive; 15- Verne captain;

16- Jalopy; 17- Jane Goodall subject; 18- Fort __,

captured by U.S. forces in 1814; 19- Steak

order; 20- Slugger Williams; 21- Expect; 23- Red fluorescent dye; 24- Conger catcher;

26- Trousers; 27- __de corps; 29- Employ again; 31- Whispers sweet nothings; 32- Motor
truck in Britain; 33- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 36- One recording the past; 40- Polo Grounds
hero; 41- Dogie catcher; 42- Lubricates; 43- Lure; 44- Pain in the neck; 46- Gillette razors;
48- Bowling alley button; 49- Actor Delon; 50- Between, old-style; 52- Surgery sites, briefly;
55- Tennis units; 56- Monetary unit of China; 57- Bucolic; 59- Let's just leave __that; 60-
Diamond stats; 61- Still in the game; 62- Payment for travel; 63- Umpire’s call; 64- Clear;

Down

1- Agreement; 2- Twinge; 3- Road sign; 4- PIN requester; 5- Kathmandu resident; 6- Lend
_; 7- Actress Hatcher; 8- Pass over; 9- “The Bells” poet; 10- Seat occupied by a sovereign;
11- Brewer’s need; 12- Seine spot; 13- Candid; 22- Drenched; 23- Gut course; 25- Formerly,
formerly; 26- Run smoothly; 27- Repeat; 28- And __goes; 29- Perch; 30- So; 32- Speech
issue; 33- Indifferent to tradition; 34- Dudley Do-Right’s love; 35- Gaelic language of Ireland
or Scotland; 37- City on the Allegheny; 38- Super Bowl XXXIV champs; 39- Prepare to be
shot; 43- Sibelius’s “Valse __"; 44- Jinx; 45- Stellar; 46- Prince Valiant's wife; 47- Golden
Horde member; 48- Washer cycle; 49- In your dreams!; 50- Big brass; 51- Street urchin;

53- Sitarist Shankar; 54- Hill toy; 56- Decade divs.; 58- Eskimo knife;

Yesterday’s solution
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Classifieds

‘ ‘ Call us on +973 36458394

email : advt@newsofbahrain.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM

ASIM JEWELERY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35075586 or
MS4WLL@GMAIL.COM

Arkan ltihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
SEASHELL  CLEANING SERVICE has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39932361 or FASHAFEEZ AH@GMAIL.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY ~ SPECIALIST,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39693569 or
waleed.alsaif@inforadtech.com

Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
ABDULRAHMAN EBRAHIM ALMOOSA CO.
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17531235 or GALIBALMOOSA@
YAHOO.COM

BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or
aqeel@basma.com.bh

AHMED QAED CONSTRUCTION
ESTABLISHMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17826260 or info@
CIHBAHRAIN.COM

AHMADI SECURITY SERVICES CO. W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38406711 or SAMKV@MACBH.COM
MERCURE GRAND HOTEL SEEF W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17299511 or AHMED@JAZAYANI.
COM

ANSAR GALLERY W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17140001 or pr@ag-bh.
com

ANSAR GALLERY W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17140001 or
pr@ag-bh.com

ANSAR GALLERY W.L.L has avacancy for the
occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17140001 or pr@ag-bh.com

City shine cleaning has a vacancy for the
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33331663 or
JEFFREEBH@GMAIL.COM

303SECURE SHIELD W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17727676 or
AQEEL@BASMA.COM.BH

WALAA ALBAHRAIN FOR MANPOWER has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38139157 or  ZAINAB.AHMED.1274@
HOTMAIL.COM

ECHA MEDIA HUB W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of GRAPHIC DESIGNER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38343588 or ECHAMEDIAHUB@GMAIL.COM
PAK KHAIBER CAFETERIA has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33079909 or
Bahrainpk@hotmail.com

BOSS BURGER 40 has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 66632555 or
NASERKHAN44321@GMAIL.COM

HOLIDAY MOMENTS SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33157637 or HINAK3637@GMAIL.
COM

MASUD RANA REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC,
ELECTRICAL, AND OPTICAL EQUIPMENT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36984242 or CITYDREAMOS7@
GMAIL.COM

SAGAR FACILITIE SUPPORT CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36740731 or BABARSAGAR5250@GMAIL.
COM

ADEL HUSSAIN ABDULLA HAMADA WAFI
17520 has a vacancy for the occupation of
FISHERMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470778 or ADEL.HAMADA7898@
GMAIL.COM

AHL ALJUD CAMPAIGN has a vacancy for
the occupation of DRIVER(BUS), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33277714 or
AHLALJOOOD@GMAIL.COM

ALGHANIM  INTERNATIONAL ~ GENERAL
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For has
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.com

HAJI HASSAN READYMIX B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17785353 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM

EBRAHIM ~ KHALIL ~ KANOO  CO.
B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33688622 or HR.S@
EKKANOO.COM.BH

ABDULRAHMAN EBRAHIM ALMOOSA CO.
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17531235 or GALIBALMOOSA@
YAHOO.COM

NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED)
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.
BH

SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM
SCAFFOLDS-  SIMPLE ~ COMMANDITE
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
GULF INTERNATIONAL BANK B.S.C has
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17522514 or Ali.alzuhaira@gib.com

YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY
LIMITED has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700711 or JEONG.DONGJIN.0102@
GMAIL.COM

ALMATALA CONTRACTING
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 39458212 or
ABDULAZIZJABER4455@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or
aqeel@basma.com.bh

HAIDER WOODEN WORK  FACTORY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33315911 or info@haiderwood.com
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.
COM

GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the
occupation of REPRESENTATIVE(COMPANY),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com

GULF FENCING & SPECIALIST SURFACING
EST. has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17591197 or rasha@gfss.com.bh
AHVED HAMAD JASSIM  ALJOWDER
CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 17673922 or
HAMAD691@HOTMAIL.COM

AL-NAMAL CONTRACTING & TRADING
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17251444 or NAMALCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH

ERBIL SALON has avacancy for the occupation
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39271616 or AQEELBUHASANT6@
GMAIL.COM

AHMED QAED CONSTRUCTION
ESTABLISHMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17826260 or info@
CIHBAHRAIN.COM

AHMED ISA CONTRACTING
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17552234 or AECONT@
HOTMAIL.COM

HAZAM ALJANOOB SUPERMARKET has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39478500 or RICHINTERIOR.BAH@GMAIL.
COM

SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39664667 or
KARAK1977 BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
ALGHANAH GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of TEAM LEADER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17722333 or
info@alghanah.com

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation
of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39464585 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM
SPHINX SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17700032 or hr_bh@sphinxservicesbh.com
SABAYA SALON has a vacancy for the
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified

applicants  can  contact 39280008 or
malmoalim@hotmail.com

GREEN STAR TRADING EST has a vacancy
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17257566 or
greenstartrading77@gmail.com

G4S SECURE SOLUTIONS BAHRAIN W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17714409 or  SUMAIRA.YASMIN@BH.G4S.
CoM

MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & SERVICES
COMPANY WL.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 17623723 or mcsc@
mescwll.com

WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com

AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17245222 or  ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.
COM

AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 or
h.s.m1111@gmail.com

SAMARA TOUCHES FASHION has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17344292 or
QAS1971SIM@OUTLOOK.COM

CERAMICA DELMON CO. WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17608216 or
md.delmon@gmail.com

Najran garage for cars has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36693802 or HAMOOD _
F200@HOTMAIL.COM

MAHMOOD  ALNOOH  CONTRACTING
WL.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER(FURNITURE), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17795104 or info@
mancobh.com

S BY SAYEDATI W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37747775 or noora.
zuwayed@gmail.com

ABLE CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39275734 or
M-RAHMA@HOTMAIL.COM

ALIA FLOWERS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39992020 or SEREEN@
ALIAFLOWERS.COM

HOME TOWER CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39659950 or
INFO@HANIBH.COM

VICTORIA TOUCH CONTRACTING has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 77089192
or  VICTORIATOUCHCONTRACTINGCO@
GMAIL.COM

BASHIR SALON has a vacancy for the
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 13691113 or
YASEENSABT@HOTMAIL.COM

CLASSIC MOON BEAUTY SALON has a
vacancy for the occupation of HAIRDRESSER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17792636 or masooma.shubber.1990@gmail.
com

Raising Cane's has a vacancy for the
occupation of STORE MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17556555 or
ayman jafar@alshaya.com

RASAM RESTAURANT has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39643508 or
STEELCAR11995@GMAIL.COM

Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy for
the occupation of MANAGER (OPERATIONS),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17832030 or hamida.alhubail@havelockone.
com

MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & SERVICES
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17623723 or mcsc@
mescwll.com

Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of LEADER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17832030 or hamida.
alhubail@havelockone.com

AL- NAWAISEEB ABAYAT has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33994476 or
KHALID111@GMAIL.COM

AMBALI CLEANING AND CONTRACTING
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39165508 or AMBALICLEANING@GMAIL.COM
PLANT TRIBE has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38884676 or planttribebahrain@gmail.
com

NATIONAL FINANACE & EXCHANGE CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
MONEY CHANGER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17226061 or SAMI11300@
HOTMAIL.COM

WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com

WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com

WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com
BRITISH LINE FASHIONS has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33345415 or
a123aftab@hotmail.com

Elegant Marble & Ceramic Trading Company
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 32234485 or z.alhaiki@elegant-
palace.com

MINDTECK ~ MIDDLE ~ EAST  LIMITED
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of PROJECTS COORDINATOR,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17534469 or
ali.mahdi@mindteck.com

AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17245222 or ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.
COM

Arab Asian Contracting WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17251444 or
buahmed101@hotmail.com

Al nabeel cleaning has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified
applicants  can contact 39897070 or
ALNABLEY@GMAIL.COM

UK CARE AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39966665 or
ALAMEEDMOTORS@GMAIL.COM

Diva hotel has a vacancy for the occupation of
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17251444 or BUAHMED101@HOTMAIL.COM
MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & SERVICES
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17623723 or mesc@
mescwll.com

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS ~ CONTRACTING ~ COMPANY
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS ~ CONTRACTING ~ COMPANY
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17556665 or careers@bh. ulumea.com
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers
w. . | has a vacancy for the occupation
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 17717730 or
ALAZZAMGROUP@YAHOO.COM

MANNA STONE CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39828148 or MIRZA ABDULLAALI@EWA.BH
PALM COAST CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36005572 or
aamirbh@gmail.com

GOLDEN BASKET FOR FOOD has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33313323 or
ALIALROMIHIG6@GMAIL.COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.LL)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

Al abduilhai car servise centre has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER
(CAR MECHANICAL WORKSHOP), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39460352 or
SAYEDAAZIZ65@GMAIL.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh

Pizza hut has a vacancy for the occupation
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@
americana-food.com

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
SANGEETHA  RESTAURANT  DELIGHTS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17272768 or sangeethadelights@
gmail.com

AL WAKRAH CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33366003 or alwakrahbm@gmail.com
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39871069 or ADEL.
JABBER@WPHOME.COM

Westin Hotel Bahrain City Centre has a

vacancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38885874 or Ali.alqattan@maf.ae

HAWJAR BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39828100 or
DANAALGHANIM773@GMAIL.COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

AL AKHYAR BUTCHERY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33121915 or
NAJEEAFMH@GMAIL.COM

PARWEEZ SARWAR ELECTRONICS has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36315263 or PERVAIZ. SARWAR123@GMAIL.
COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

NOVAR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36950505 or NOVARBH@YAHO0.COM
CAPITAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 77132211 or jobcfmbah@gmail.com
BU KAMEEL AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39633632 or
EKTHISAS2020@GMAIL.COM

MC6 INDUSTRIAL ~ SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL ~ SAFETY),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17402050 or operation@mcsix.me

MCR Recruitments services WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
13699336 or MGHUNEIM@VCRME.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

Bayanco Contracting Co. WL.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER
(CONTRACTING), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 77370909 or BAYANCOGM@
GMAIL.COM

Bayanco Contracting Co. WL.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
77370909 or BAYANCOGM@GMAIL.COM
Rawaa Beauty Salon has a vacancy for the
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33199200 or ENAS_S@
MOE.GOV.BH

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

WTE Wassertechnik Gmbh-  foriegn
Branch has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR(INTERNAL WORKS), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38406071 or
Kawther.Al-ghazal@wte.de

Dar alamearat beauty saloon has a vacancy
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36333557 or
AHLAM030@YAHOO.COM

ALMASI COLD STORE has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33331663 or
JEFFREEBH@GMAIL.COM

Eat To Fit Restaurant W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39888138 or BENSU@
EATTOFITDIET.COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

AMWAJ ALKHULOOD CLEANING has a
vacancy for the occupation of MARKETING
EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37757772 or albadry-10@HOTMAIL.
CoM

ROSARIO MAINTENANCE AND SERVICES
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33795999 or H.ABGHANI@GMAIL.COM
AlMansoori Workover Service W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36502555 or talshaala@almansoori.biz

AL ROMANSIAH RESTAURANTS
MANAGEMENT COMAPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33347547 or
M.ALMOALLEM@ALROMANSIAH.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY

(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17252078 or S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH

SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17401013 or SANTEC.
GLORVS@GMAIL.COM

INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com

KEY MARINE SHIP REPAIR SERVICES
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39612385

NASSER AHMED ALKHAIRANI / ALNAJEM
- 4341 has a vacancy for the occupation
of SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33511889 or BU.NASSERS@
HOTMAIL.COM

MISS QUEENS BEAUTY LOUNGE AND
SPA has a vacancy for the occupation of
BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 66636611 or A36611@HOTMAIL.COM
SAFARI POINT PERFUMES CO. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33859712 or SFARIPERFUMES313@GMAIL.
COM

Arcapita Investment Management B.S.C.
Closed has a vacancy for the occupation of
ANALYST INVESTMENT BUSINESS, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17218333 or
SMAKAREM@ARCAPITA.COM

NINJA ACADEMY W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of SPORT INSTRUCTOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
32001614 or EREX.SOLAR@SGEI.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com

FISTOQ HALABI SWEETS WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17404071 or pastriesonthefly@gmail.com
PASTRIES ON THE FLY CATERING
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of WAITER (RESTURANTS), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17404071 or
PASTRIESONTHEFLY@GMAIL.COM
SAHABAH AL TATWEER CONTRACTING
has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33054999 or ADNANALOTAIWI@
YAHO00.COM

Wadi ALASFOOR GENTS BARBER has a
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36663050 or
MAJEDALASFOOR@GMAIL.COM

Michael and Bruno Consulting W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SAFETY
OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17272827 or GIUSB57@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN HILLS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17403548 or
info@7hills-group.com

Bright Way Cosmetics has a vacancy for the
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34339370 or PDC434@
GMAIL.COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

BDC MANPOWER SERVICES WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of

DRIVER(FORKLIFT),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 17180530 or mona.
alnokhedha@bas.com.bh

BLUE DANAT DIAMONDS LAUNDRY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39829984 or MDALMANEAG6@GMAIL.COM
EDEN REAL ESTATE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36473939 or
NAW4Z@HOTMAIL.COM

Oasis Delmon Steel Fabrication & Trading
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
STEEL  FABRICATOR, suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 36646766 or DAIREX1@
HOTMAIL.COM

GOURANGA AYURVEDIC CENTRE W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35531722 or PRAVEEN_ASHARAM@YAHOO.
CO.N

Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33346825 or ABDULLAHMASOODK@GMAIL.COM
SHAMS RIFFA BAKERY has a vacancy for
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33777883 or
ALMUGHANNI98892@GMAIL.COM
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NAIBTECH  INDUSTRIAL  SERVICES
COMPANY W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33220131 or
SPARKLINKBH@GMAIL.COM

Latif shoe b.s.c closed has a vacancy for the
occupation of SUPERVISOR SALES, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17223527 or
layla@alaujan.com.bh

SPEED SUPPORT SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33233758 or
FAIZAALBALOOSHI85@GMAIL.COM
METROTECH RENTING AND
CONTRACTING CO W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of PIPEFITTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36390606 or
metrotech09@gmail.com

PERFECT CUT BARBER has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33289671 or
MAT7844233@GMAIL.COM

AL JINNERBI INTERIOR DECORATION
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38912362 or
ALJINNERBIINT@GMAIL.COM

SALON ALSAYED ALSHAEBI W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36388878 or SALAMA98559@OUTLOOK.
CoM

ALMANAFA FOR TRANSPORTATION AND

HEAVY EQUIPMENTS has a vacancy for
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33966689 or
MANAFA18@HOTMAIL.COM

ALMANAFA FOR TRANSPORTATION AND
HEAVY EQUIPMENTS has a vacancy for
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33966689 or
MANAFA18@HOTMAIL.COM

Fabtech contracting W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OPERATOR(MECHANICAL
MACHINERY)GENERAL,  suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17701112 or idawani@
fabtechbahrain.com

FIRST & FUTURE INTERIOR DECORATION
CO. W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39913838 or MIZAN82@GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net

ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830909 or info@esmaelylenzohm.
com

ALGHANAH GROUP W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17722333 or
info@alghanah.com

Jindol Hotel W.LL has a vacancy for the

occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36863829 or
AHMED ALSAIGAL@HOTMAIL.COM

WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION has
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
33367000 or info@wadialsailgate.com
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17466776 or
ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

PROJECTS ACCESS SCAFFOLDING &
FORMWORK CO. W.LL. has a vacancy for
the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36067003 or
rafathglwvn@yahoo.com

SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39188855 or SILVERCITYCONTRACTING@
GMAIL.COM

ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
CoM

REEF ALYEMEN FOR RESTAURANT
MANAGEMENT W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 34000422 or
\WHAIDARAH@GMAIL.COM
VBEACHRESORTHOTEL W.L.L hasavacancy
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33658488 or
MoosaA@addresshotels.com

YASALAM RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy

for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.com

NOOR ALQAMAR  BAKERY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of

BAKER(GENERAL),  suitably  qualified
applicants  can  contact 33543519 or
EHABALI555@GMAIL.COM

ZAROOB W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of PRODUCTION ~ QUALITY
INSPECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35511112 or HALKOOFI@KITOPI.
COM

ZYLISH CONSTRUCTION W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39199881 or LUCKYBSSAG8338@GMAIL.
CoM

JUFFAIR  BOULEVARD  HOTEL &
SUITES W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 35475656 or HR@
JUFFAIRBOULEVARD.COM

GREAT CHENNAI RESTAURANT W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
COOK(ASSISTANT),  suitably  qualified
applicants  can contact 17625997 or
GREATCHENNAI.RESTAURANT@GMAIL.
COM

LUMEE STREET RESTAURANT W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38700027 or
salwa@al-abraaj.com

MAZMIZ YASALAM W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(GRILLING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact

38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.com
WALLARTIS SOLUTIONS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39661132 or  AHMED.K555555@
WINDOSLIVE.COM

MODERN NATIONAL CAR WASHING
& POLISHING has a vacancy for the
occupation of CAR WASHER/CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
39008063 or HASSANMAHDIALI@GMAIL.
COM

GOLDEN ALOMDA REAL ESTATE
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37163239 or
AB6284179@GMAIL.COM

AL SARI SECOND CENTER VEGETABLES
AND FRUITS BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34515011 or FR6699@GMAIL.
COM

YOUSIF LAUNDRIES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17000011 or HR@ALSAADOON.COM
DESICORE DESIGN W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38229971 or
HASSAN.MLAIH@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMADIYAH AC REPAIR has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35194795 or CHAUDHARYASIF4795@
GMAIL.COM

BELLA DONNA BOUTIQUE W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34394345 or ANEEZA93@ICLOUD.COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com

SASTECH TRADING W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of FINANCIAL &
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39042345 or INFO@
SASTECHCO.COM

BIYA INTERIOR DECORATION  AND
CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING
STRUCTURES W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39426448 or
BIYACONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
SHANGLA  SERVICES CO  BAHRAINI
PARTNERSHIP  COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33037019 or
CHSID55@YAHOO.COM

BUTT G CARGO HANDLING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35490909 or RASHIDARSHAD1155@GMAIL.
CoM

NEW PINOY & KABAYAN SUPER MARKET
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39312364 or SHAMSEERP1991@
GMAIL.COM

Ronaldo ‘excited’ to start new chapter
with ‘inspiring’ Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr

Al Arabiya

ortugal captain Cristiano

Ronaldo has said he is ‘excit-
ed’ to join the ‘inspiring’ Saudi
club Al Nassr on a two-and-a-
half-year contract.

The club announced details
of the contract on Friday. The
five-time Ballon D’or winner is
now set to undergo a medical at
Mrsool Park, home of Al Nassr,
before completing any formali-
ties. He will appear in the club’s
yellow and blue colours in the
Saudi capital Riyadh in the com-
ing days.

“T am excited to experience a
new football league in a differ-
ent country,” said Ronaldo, in
a statement issued by the club.
“The vision of what Al Nassr [is]
doing and developing in Saudi
Arabia both in terms of men’s
and women’s football is very
inspiring.”

“We can see from Saudi Ara-
bia’s recent performance at the
World Cup that this is a country
with big football ambitions and
a lot of potential.”

“I am fortunate that I have
won everything I set out to win
in European football and feel
now that this is the right mo-
ment to share my experience
in Asia. T am looking forward to
joining my new teammates and
together with them help the
Club to achieve success.”

Ronaldo’s contract has been
estimated by media to be worth
more than 200 million Euros
($214.04 million).

Al Nassr Football Club Presi-
dent Musalli Almuammar said:
”This is more than history in the
making. This is a signing that
will not only inspire our club to
achieve even greater success but
inspire our league, our nation
and future generations, boys
and girls to be the best version
of themselves.”

“He is a special footballer and
a special person whose impact
is felt far beyond football. Cris-
tiano is joining a club with big
ambitions, a competitive club
amongst the very best in Asia
and will be welcomed to a coun-
try that is making massive pro-

Cristiano Ronaldo being presented with the club’s number seven jersey by club president Musalli Al-Muammar in Madrid
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We can see from
Saudi Arabia’s recent
performance at the
World Cup that this
is a country with big
football ambitions and
a lot of potential

CRISTIANO RONALDO

gress on and off the pitch with
opportunities for all.”

“But first and foremost, we
can’t wait to see him in the num-
ber 7 shirt of Al Nassr doing
what he does best, scoring goals,
winning titles and bringing joy
to those who love the beautiful
game.”

Ronaldo departed Old Traf-
ford last month following an
explosive television interview in
which the 37-year-old forward
said he felt betrayed by the club
and did not respect their Dutch
manager Erik ten Hag.

Ronaldo will arrive in Saudi
Arabia with a vast collection
of club honours after a glitter-
ing spell at Spanish giants Real

Madrid from 2009-18 where
he won two LaLiga titles, two
Spanish Cups, four Champions
League titles and three Club
World Cups.

He went on to score a club
record 451 times for Real and
has more than 800 senior goals
overall for club and country.

Ronaldo claimed two Serie A
titles and a Copa Italia trophy in
three years at Juventus before
rejoining United with whom
he had bagged three Premier
League crowns, the FA Cup, two
League Cups, the Champions
League and Club World Cup.

He played for Portugal at the
World Cup, where he became
the first player to score in five
World Cups after netting a pen-
alty in his side’s opening Group
H game against Ghana. Portugal
was knocked out in the quarter-
finals by Morocco.

Ronaldo said Qatar would
probably be his last World Cup
as he plans to retire at 40, with
a move to Saudi Arabia likely to
mark the swansong in the ca-
reer one of the game’s greatest
current players alongside Lionel
Messi.

As the number one sport in
Saudi Arabia, football has con-
tinued to gain prominence and
momentum in recent years es-
pecially following the recent
victory for the national team
over Argentina in the FIFA
World Cup 2022, with the en-
tire squad based in Saudi Arabia.

Sabalenka looking to keep ATP
Finals momentum going in Australia

AFP | Adelaide

orld number five Aryna

Sabalenka is aiming to
hold onto the momentum from
her season-ending run at the
WTA Finals when she starts as
second seed at the Adelaide
International next week.

The Belarusian lost in the
decider of the WTA Finals in
Texas in November to France’s
Caroline Garcia after stunning
top-ranked Iga Swiatek en-
route.

With an elusive maiden
Grand Slam title on her mind,
the 24-year-old only took a
week off before resuming
training for the Australian
Open where she has never
gone beyond the fourth round.

Sabalanka said she was keen
to get as much match practice
as possible in Adelaide in the
run-up to the opening Grand
Slam of the year in January as
she searches for a first wTA
title since the Madrid Masters

Aryna Sabalenka in action during a
match (file photo)

in 2021.

“We all want to win this
tournament, that would real-
ly help me at the Australian
Open,” she said. “I will do my
best here, because I feel like
I need to play some matches.

“T prefer to play matches, to
be in a different situations on
court, make sure that in the
Grand Slam T’ll be ready for
everything.”

Sabalenka, who is seeded be-
hind Wimbledon finalist Ons
Jabeur at the Memorial Drive
venue, has a bye in the first
round which starts on Sunday.

Canadian star Auger-Aliassime
keen to ride wave of momentum

AFP | Adelaide

Rf:ing Canadian star Felix
uger-Aliassime said yes-
terday he was determined to
“improve and improve” in a
bid to keep riding the wave of
success he enjoyed over the
closing stages of 2022.

Speaking ahead of the sea-
son-opening Adelaide Inter-
national, the 22-year-old said
his brilliant late-season form
had nothing to do with luck
and was all down to his prepa-
ration.

The world number six won
three tournaments in October
and November before lead-
ing Canada to Davis Cup glory
when they beat Australia in
the final.

He said he wanted to take
that form into the Australian
summer.

“When you have it, you try
to ride that wave as long as it
lasts, or at least you try to see
what’s working and you try to

Felix Auger-Aliassime in action
during a match (file photo)

kind of keep going with what’s
working as much as you can,”
Auger-Aliassime said at a press
conference.

“I feel like momentum plays
ahuge role on your confidence.

“For me, it’s been great in
the last few months. I like to
understand why it’s happen-
ing, right?

“I try to recreate it, not just
think it’s some sort of stars
aligned or some type of luck
that you’re just trying to ride
a wave on.
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Loeb makes solid start

@ French ace relishing
battle ahead as Bahrain
Raid Xtreme go for
glory in Saudi

TDT | Manama

he 45th Dakar Rally is

I under way in Saudi Ara-

bia, and Sebastien Loeb

has given immediate notice of

his desire to secure victory for
Bahrain Raid Xtreme.

Partnered by Fabian Lurquin
in his BRX Prodrive Hunter,
Loeb is aiming to go one better
after finishing runner-up in Sau-
di last year, and the nine-time
World Rally Champion made
a confident start in yesterday’s
13-km prologue on the shores
of the Red Sea.

Outpacing defending champi-
on Nasser Al Attiyah by 11 sec-
onds, the Frenchman was sec-
ond quickest on the stage, just
one second away from Mattias
Ekstrom in his Audi RS Q e-tron.

Guerlain Chicherit and Alex
Winocq, impressive winners of
the Rallye du Maroc in October,
set the fifth fastest time in their
Prodrive Hunter, with the other
BRX duo of Argentinian Orly
Terranova and Spaniard Alex

Sehastien Loeb powering his Bahrain Raid Xtreme Prodrive Hunter in

yesterday’s Dakar prologue stage

Haro in ninth place.

Lithuanians Vaidotas Zala
and Paulo Fiuza in the fourth
Prodrive Hunter suffered two
punctures, but were happy to
finish the prologue before real
test begins tomorrow, with the
first of the long desert stages
that add up to 4,705kms in a
route totaling 8,550 kms in
length.

Loeb is clearly relishing the
battle ahead with four-times
winner Al Attiyah, who finished
fourth on the day, and the Audi
team, who also had Stephane

Peterhansel in third spot on the
prologue, and Carlos Sainz in
sixth.

“The stage was good, no prob-
lem,” said Loeb. “I tried to push
hard, but to drive like in the
WRC as it’s a flat stage, like in
the WRC. I tried to be efficient,
and that seems to have worked.

“Of course, the prologue was
nothing to compare with the
rest of the stages. But it’s good
to start like this. The car feels
good. It’s the right set-up for the
big stages. So yes I'm confident
we can do something.”

on Dakar victory trail
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Terranova, tackling his 15th
Dakar after finishing fourth last
year, completed the prologue to
say: “The feeling was good. The
speed of the WRC drivers is in-
credible, but we are more or less
on pace. I enjoyed the stage - it
was fun to drive. Now we have
to complete the race ahead.”

Chicerit said: “I'm super hap-
py and excited. As always, the
first stage is not easy, and some-
times you think too much after
waiting a year to be here. But
now this is done and we can be
focused for the first real stage
tomorrow.”

Each of the four Prodrive
Hunters are running on Prod-
rive EcoPower biofuel, created
by Coryton from sustainable
sources, which produces 80%
less CO2 than petrol.

Returning Zverev says he is
weeks from peak match fitness

Jiri Lehecka of the Czech Republic is congratulated by Germany’s Alexander

Zverev

Reuters | Sydney

lexander Zverev yesterday

marked his return to com-
petitive action for the first time
since June following ankle sur-
gery but said after his 6-4 6-2
loss to the Czech Republic’s
Jiri Lehecka in the United Cup
that he was some way from
peak match fitness.

Zverev, 25, had surgery to
repair damaged ankle liga-
ments following an injury he
sustained during his French
Open semi-final against Rafa
Nadal.

The German’s return was
further delayed in September
after he suffered from a bone
edema, which forced him to
withdraw from the Davis Cup
Finals group stage. He then
played in this month’s Diriyah
Tennis Cup exhibition event in
Saudi Arabia.

Zverev, who rose to world
number two in June and has
since dropped to 12, said the
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ALEXANDER ZVEREV

injury was not a concern an-
ymore but he will need more
time to get his body up to
speed after his tame defeat in
the mixed-team tournament
in Sydney.

“Physically, I'm not at the
level T have to be. This isn’t
even a question. I'm getting
tired a lot quicker than I al-
ways did,” Zverev told report-
ers.

Man City

title bid rocked by Everton

draw, dropped Rashford makes his point

AFP | London

anchester City’s Premier

League title defence suf-
fered a major setback as Ever-
ton snatched a 1-1 draw against
the champions, while Marcus
Rashford responded to his
benching for missing a team
meeting with the late strike that
clinched Manchester United’s
1-0 win at Wolves yesterday.

City needed a victory at the
Etihad Stadium to put pressure
on Arsenal ahead of the leaders’
trip to Brighton in yesterday’s
late game.

But Pep Guardiola’s second
placed side blew the lead giv-
en to them by Erling Haaland
as Demarai Gray scored an
eye-catching equaliser for
struggling Everton.

City trail Arsenal by four
points after failing to win for
the second time in their last
three league games.

Haaland had scored eight
goals more than Everton’s en-
tire squad in the first 16 Premier
League matches this season.

And inevitably it was Haaland
who put City ahead in the 24th
minute with his 27th goal in 20
competitive appearances since
his close-season move from
Borussia Dortmund.

Riyad Mahrez provided the
assist with a dazzling run and
pin-point pass to the Norway
striker, who slotted past Jordan
Pickford in ruthless fashion.

Yet Everton equalised
against the run of play in the
64th minute as Gray robbed
City midfielder Rodri, cut in
from the right flank and curled
a blistering strike into the top
corner, in the process buying

Marcus Rashford of Manchester United scores a goal as Jose Sa of
Wolverhampton Wanderers attempt to make a save

Q

MARCUS RASHFORD

under-fire boss Frank Lampard
some much-needed breathing
space.

While City laboured, their
Manchester rivals survived an
eventful day that started when
United manager Erik ten Hag

dropped Rashford because of
an “internal disciplinary” issue
that broke “our rules”.

The 25-year-old’s exile only
lasted until half-time when he
was sent on by Ten Hag in a
move that proved the catalyst
for United to seal their fifth suc-
cessive win in all competitions.

Rashford looked determined
to prove Ten Hag wrong as he
rampaged through the Wolves
defence to score his 11th goal in
all competitions this season and
his third in three appearances
since the World Cup.

In a post-match television
interview, the England forward
said he was disappointed to be
left out after missing the meet-
ing because he over-slept.

But both Ten Hag and Rash-
ford appear ready to bury the
hatchet and move on.

“We draw a line under it and
move on. I was a little bit late
for a meeting. I overslept but
it can happen,” Rashford said.

Rafael Nadal crashes in season-opening
match as Iga Swiatek cruises at United Cup

@ Cameron Norrie
stuns Rafael Nadal to
secure momentous win

AFP | Sydney

Rifael Nadal lost his opening

atch of the season yes-
terday in the countdown to the
defence of his Australian Open
title, but women’s world num-
ber one Iga Swiatek cruised to
victory at the United Cup.

Nadal, who was also be-
low-par at the season-end-
ing ATP Finals in November,
crashed to Britain’s 14th-ranked
Cameron Norrie 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 in
the mixed-teams tournament
in Sydney.

The 22-time Grand Slam
champion struggled with his
first serve, getting just 58 per-
cent in, which ultimately cost
him a first defeat to Norrie in
their fifth meeting,.

“It’s pretty crazy, I never won
a set before (against him) so
firstly I wanted to do that and I
had to stay super patient,” Nor-
rie said after the 2hrs 44mins
battle at a packed Ken Rosewall
Arena.

“It was a super physical
match and huge to get through
that and finally beat him. He’s
beaten me easy the last few
times.”

There was little to separate
them in the opening games,
with a first break point in game
six for Nadal, but Norrie saved
with a half-volley.

Nadal’s relentless pressure
earned him a second and this
time the Spanish world number

Britain’s Cameron Norrie, right, is congratulated by Spain’s Rafael Nadal

Midway through the
third set, the crowd
applauded a gesture
of sportsmanship
from Nadal, who in-
dicated to the umpire
he had not hit the ball
with his racquet when
trying to return a Nor-
rie forearm

two converted with a searing
cross-court forehand before
methodically closing out the set
in 52 minutes.

But his poor first-serve was
an issue and he was broken to
go 4-2 behind in the second

set. He saved two set points
but Norrie nailed a third on his
serve to level at one set-all.

Nadal fired consecutive dou-
ble faults to open set three and
while he recovered to hold, his
serve once more deserted him
in the fifth game when he was
broken and the 36-year-old
couldn’t find a way back.

In Brisbane, Swiatek got Po-
land off to the perfect start with
a dominant 6-1, 6-3 win over
Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva.

She broke three times in the
first set and twice in the second
to completely overpower her
opponent in just 64 minutes.

“I’'m pretty happy with my
performance -- first matches
of the season are always rusty
so I’'m happy that in the im-
portant moments I was very
composed,” Swiatek said.

“I feel that representing Po-
land is always really special. I
am willing to focus even more
because when I go on court I
have goosebumps.
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Bahrain Olympic Committee (BOC) vice-president

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa
visited the Kingdom’s senior men’s national foothall
team training at Al Ahli Club Stadium. The nationals
are preparing for their much-awaited title-defence

in the 25th Gulf Cup, which takes place in Iraq from
Friday. Bahrain Foothall Association (BFA) vice-
president His Highness Shaikh Khalifa hin Ali Al
Khalifa was also on hand, as were BOC secretary
general Faris Al Kooheji, BFA secretary general Rashid
Al Zoubi, a number of the BFA hoard of directors, and
national team head coach Helio Sousa and his staff.
HH Shaikh Isa spoke with the players and wished them
the best in their participation in the Gulf Cup. Bahrain
are in Group B for the eight-nation competition, along
with the UAE, Qatar and Kuwait. Group A features
Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman and hosts Iraq. Far left,
HH Shaikh Isa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa speaks
with the national team; while left, players participate
in drills during training

Bahrain name full-strength
squad for world championships

Nineteen-player senior men’s national handball team selected by head coach Aron Kristjansson for 28th IHF Men’s Handball
World Championship, co-hosted by Poland and Sweden

Bahrain to be
led by veteran stars
Hussain Al Sayyad,
Mohammed Mirza,
Ali Mirza, Jassim Al
Salatna and Mohammed
Abdulhussain

® Bahrainis to open
Group H bid on13
January against
Tunisia, to also play
Denmark and Belgium
in preliminary round

TDT | Manama

ahrain have named a full-
B strength, 19-player squad

to compete in the 28th In-
ternational Handball Federation
(IHF) Men’s Handball World
Championship, taking place 11 to
29 January, co-hosted by Poland
and Sweden.

Hussain Al Sayyad and Mohammed Habib Mohammed in action during training

The roster was announced
yesterday by the Bahrain Hand-
ball Association.

Senior men’s national team
head coach Aron Kristjans-
son from Iceland has selected
a number of his most talented
veteran stars to spearhead the
team. Among them are long-time
skipper Hussain Al Sayyad, Mo-

hammed Mirza, Ali Mirza, Jas-
sim Al Salatna, and goalkeeper
Mohammed Abdulhussain.

The rest of the team features
the always dependable Moham-
med Habib Mohammed, Ali Eid,
Hasan Alsamaheeji, Ahmed Fad-
hul, Mohammed Ali, Hassan
Mirza and Komail Mahfoodh, as
well as Hesham Ahmed Isa, Qas-

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Prior to the world
championship, the
Bahrainis are sched-
uled to have a training
camp and warm-up
tournament in Spain,
where they will take
on Argentina, Ro-
mania and the host
Spaniards

sim Qambar, Abdulla Alzaimoor,
Mujtaba Alzaimoor, Mahmood
Hussain Mohammed, Muntad-
her Ebrahim Ali and Abdulla Ali.

The nationals have been
training over the past several
weeks under Kristjansson in the
Kingdom. During this period,

they played five friendly games
against top international op-
ponents, including two against
Egypt, one with Saudi Arabia
and another two facing visiting
European giants Belarus.

Both Egypt and Saudi are also
set to compete amongst the 32
nations in the worlds.

Prior to the global tourna-
ment, the Bahrainis are sched-
uled to have a training camp and
warm-up tournament in Spain.

The other nations in the
friendly event are Argentina,
Romania and the host Spaniards.
Argentina and Spain are another
two sides set to be playing in the
global showcase.

Bahrain have been drawn in
Group H for the worlds along-
side Denmark, Belgium and Tu-
nisia. The Danes are the heavy
favourites, being the defending
world champions, while the Bel-
gians are making their first-ever
appearance at the worlds.

The 32 national teams from
five confederations have been
divided into eight groups for the

tournament’s preliminary stage.

The Bahrainis are one of five
countries from Asia. They qual-
ified as the runners-up from the
continental championship held
last year.

Bahrain’s games in Group H
will be played in Malmo, Swe-
den. They open their campaign
on 13 January against Tunisia,
and then face off with Denmark
on 15 January. Their final fixture
of the first stage will be against
Belgium on 17 January.

The world championship will
see the top three teams from
each of the eight preliminary
round groups move on to the
main round, where they will be
divided into four further groups
of six teams apiece.

The other eight squads will vie
for the President’s Cup.

The upcoming event will mark
Bahrain’s fifth appearance at
global handball’s premier com-
petition, and fourth straight. The
nationals had previously also
played in the 2011, 2017,2019 and
2021 editions.

Ahli hold off Isa Town in basketball league

Ali Ageel scores 26
points to lead five Al Ahli
players in double figures

@ Victors improve
to 10-2 win-loss
record while Isa
Town drop to 1-11

TDT | Manama

1 Ahli defeated Isa Town

94-91 last night to wrap up
week 14 in the 2022/2023 Zain
Bahrain Basketball League.

Isa Town held. slim 24-22 ad-
vantage at the end of the first
quarter but Ahli turned things
around in the second period to
go ahead 56-46 at the half.

Ahli maintained their advan-

Al Ahli’s Ali Ageel goes for a lay-up as he is challenged by Isa Town’s Jehad
Ahmed during their game last night

tage from there and staved off a
late Isa Town charge, in which
they got back to within three
points in the game’s closing mo-
ments.

An Ali Ageel free-throw gave
Ahli a 94-89 edge with 24 sec-
onds remaining, and then Mo-
hammed Nabeel had a lay-up to
peg the final score.

Ageel led five Ahli players in
double figures with 26 points,
while Hesham Sarhan had 18,
Subah Hussain 17, American
professional Lenny Daniel 15
and Maitham Jameel 11 off the
bench.

Nabeel had 23 to pace Isa
Town while import Oumar Bar-
ry contributed 21 in the loss.

With the result, Ahli im-
proved to a10-2 win-loss record
while Isa Town dropped to a
1-11 mark at the bottom of the
table.

Barca drop points in heated Catalan derby

AFP | Barcelona

arcelona stumbled in the
Spanish title race with a

1-1 draw against rivals Espan-
yolin a bad-tempered Catalan
derby yesterday, levelling Real
Madrid at the top of La Liga.

Xavi’s side threw away the
two point advantage they had
earned before the World Cup
break, with Joselu’s penalty
pegging Barcelona back after
Marcos Alonso’s opener.

Both teams finished with 10
men as Jordi Alba and Vinicius
Souza were sent off, with ref-
eree Mateu Lahoz allowing the
game to spiral out of control at
Camp Nou.

The teams were at logger-
heads before a ball as kicked
because Barcelona started
Robert Lewandowski, who
had been banned before a late
court ruling allowed him to

play.

Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski
holds his head after a fall

The forward, due to miss
three league matches, was
only allowed to play thanks
to a controversial decision an-
nounced on Friday, suspend-
ing his punishment.

It greatly angered Espanyol,
whose president and directors
boycotted the match, while
Barca coach Xavi admitted his
team had prepared all week
expecting to be without the
division’s top goalscorer.
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