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Thousands march for 
environment in US
Washington

Tens of thousands 
of people marched 

yesterday from the US 
Capitol to the White House 
to show support for climate-
change science and protest 
President Donald Trump’s 
rollbacks of environmental 
protections.
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Our message is simple. We will 
fight to transform our energy sys-
tem away from fossil fuel to sus-
tainable energy. #ClimateMarch
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Cairo

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi yesterday 
urged the United States to help restart 

negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians, a 
statement from the presidency said.

The statement came after Sisi met Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas who will meet US 
President Donald Trump in Washington on 
Wednesday for talks on reviving the stagnated 
Middle East peace process.

Sisi said it was “important that the United States 
returns to play an active role in efforts to resume 
negotiations between the Palestinians and Israel”, 
the statement said.

The two “agreed that the two-state solution is the 
only way to bring stability to the region”, it added.

Sisi said a 2002 Arab peace initiative should be 
the basis for a comprehensive solution.

The Saudi-led initiative offered normalised 
relations with Israel in exchange for resolving the 
decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

When Abbas meets Trump on Wednesday it will 
be the first encounter between the two men, but will 
follow a series of US contacts with the Palestinian 
leader.

Israeli-Palestinian peace talks have repeatedly 
run aground despite periodic US efforts to revive 
them, most recently by former secretary of state 
John Kerry.

But Abbas, who met in Ramallah recently with 
CIA chief Mike Pompeo and Trump’s special 
representative Jason Greenblatt, has said Trump is 
“seriously considering a solution to the Palestinian 
issue”.

Shortly after taking office, Trump alarmed 
Palestinians by calling into question his 
administration’s support for a two-state solution, a 
bedrock of US policy.

But he has since warned Israel against 
“unrestrained” building of settler homes in the 
occupied West Bank. - AFP
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Istanbul

Turkey yesterday blocked 
all access to Wikipedia 

and banned television dating 
shows, adding to fears of a 
crackdown after President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s victory 
in a referendum on enhancing 
his powers.

The government also 

dismissed almost 4,000 public 
officials in the latest wave of 
the purge under the over nine-
month state of emergency that 
has followed last July’s failed 
coup.

Turkey’s Information and 
Communication Technologies 
Authority (BTK) said it had 
implemented the ban against 

online encyclopedia Wikipedia.
org with an administrative 
order.

Turkish state media said 
the ban was imposed because 
Wikipedia had failed to remove 
content promoting terror and 
accusing Turkey of cooperation 
with various terror groups.

Reacting to the ban, 

Wikipedia’s founder Jimmy 
Wales wrote on Twitter: 
“Access to information is 
a fundamental human right. 
Turkish people, I will always 
stand with you to fight for this 
right.”

In a decree issued late 
Saturday evening, Turkey 
also banned hugely popular 

television dating shows, a move 
that been mooted for months 
by the government.

Under a separate decree, 
3,974 public officials were 
dismissed by Turkey including 
more than 1,000 people 
working with the justice 
ministry and over 1,000 staff 
employed by the army.

Turkey blocks Wikipedia, fires 4,000

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi (R) meeting with Palestinian 
leader Mahmud Abbas in the capital 
Cairo


