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Messi
strikes 
late 
to down 
Alaves

Madrid

Lionel Messi 
scored a 

stunning late 
free kick as 
Barcelona came 
from behind to 
beat Alaves and 
maintain their 

unbeaten start 
to LaLiga. 
The visitors were 

defending well after John 
Guidetti’s fortuitous opener 

had put them ahead but they 
could not hang on as Luis Suarez 

levelled before Messi curled home 

a set piece to secure an 
unconvincing 2-1 win.

As Barcelona’s 
forwards failed to fire, 

Alaves threatened so often on the 
counter-attack and it was no surprise 
that their goal came from such a move 
in the 23rd minute.

Guidetti slipped as he took his shot, 
which deflected off his standing foot 
to beat Marc-Andre ter Stegen and 
stun the Nou Camp.

Barcelona’s club-record signing 
Philippe Coutinho made his full 
debut since joining from Liverpool 
but he was ineffectual before being 
replaced.

Lucas Digne was handed a rare 
league start and the full-back had the 
game’s first decent chance, dragging 
a low shot wide from the edge of the 
box. The hosts were enjoying plenty of 
possession although Ibai should have 
done better with a rare opportunity to 
put Alaves ahead as they broke on the 

counter-attack.
The visitors would go one better 

soon after as another pacey counter 
ended with Guidetti scoring his first 
goal for the club since his loan move 
from Celta Vigo, slipping at the key 
moment but still managing to convert.

Ter Stegen had to be at his best 
moments later to prevent Barcelona 
falling even further behind as he dived 
to tip Ruben Sobrino’s header away. 
The forward was proving a handful 
for the Barca defence and he raced 
away on the half-hour mark only to 
finish with a tame effort straight at 
ter Stegen.

Coutinho was involved in almost 
every attack and he came close to 
equalising only for his strike from the 
edge of the box to deflect behind for a 
corner. Alaves goalkeeper Fernando 
Pacheco was alive to push an Ivan 
Rakitic flick-header behind as the 
midfielder got on the end of a Messi 
free-kick. (PA Sport)

Barcelona needed a second-half rally to 
overcome Alaves 2-1 and maintain their 

unbeaten run in La Liga

Man Utd 
would 
help 
Ibrah 
leave

Manchester

Manchester United manager 
Jose Mourinho says the 

club will “create conditions” to 
help Zlatan Ibrahimovic leave if 
he wants.

It has been reported that the 
36-year-old former Sweden 
striker is close to completing a 
move to MLS side LA Galaxy.

“If it’s true and he wants a 
future at another club we are 
here to help,” said Mourinho.

“But Zlatan told me he wants 
to recover and feel ready to help 

the team.”
Ibrahimovic, who re-signed 

for United on a one-year deal 
in August, returned to action in 
November after recovering from 
a serious knee injury.

But he has made only six 
appearances since, and has not 
played since the 2-2 Premier 
League draw against Burnley on 
26 December.

Mourinho said: “He’s working 
hard to be fit. I wouldn’t say he’s 
injured.

“He is in a moment of trying 

to feel really ready for demands 
of Premier League football.”

Ibrahimovic initially joined 
United on a free transfer in 
July 2016 but was released the 
following summer after his 
season was ended prematurely 
by a knee injury.

Meanwhile, Mourinho 
descr ibed midf ie lder 
Marouane Fellaini as “a very 
important player for me” amid 
reports linking him with Stoke 
and Turkish club Galatasaray. 
(BBC)

Miami

Former England captain 
David Beckham has 

launched his long-planned 
Major League Soccer team 
in Miami.

Beckham exercised an 
option in his contract with 
former side LA Galaxy to 
buy an expansion franchise 
in 2014.

The as yet unnamed team 
is set to play at a 25,000-
seat stadium in the city’s 
Overtown neighbourhood.

“I’m excited to bring this 

great team to this great city - it 
has been a hell of a journey,” 
said former Manchester 
United midfielder Beckham, 
42.

“I promise you the team 
we will bring into the league 
will be the best team.”

The launch follows four 
years of disputes over the site 
for a stadium in southern 
Florida, with residents having 
opposed multiple locations.

Beckham’s team of 
investors purchased the 
land to build a stadium in 

December 2015, following 
three failed attempts to buy a 
suitable site.

The Miami-Dade 
government was subsequently 
sued by wealthy businessman 
Bruce Matheson, who 
claimed it had sold the site 
below fair value and without 
a competitive bid process. 
(BBC)

London

Gerard Pique says he does 
not regret his comments 

mocking Barcelona’s rivals 
Espanyol after eliminating 
them from the King’s Cup 
last week, stoking up the 

rivalry ahead of another visit to 
Cornella on Sunday in La Liga. 
Barcelona beat Espanyol 2-0 at 
the Nou Camp last Thursday 
and Pique repeatedly referred 
to the visitors as “Espanyol de 
Cornella” when speaking to 
the media afterwards.

The defender was referring 
to the location of the club’s 
RCDE Stadium, where 
Espanyol moved in 2009 
after playing at the Olympic 
Stadium in the city of 
Barcelona. Espanyol made 
a formal complaint about 
Pique’s comments and the 

Spanish football federation’s 
anti-violence committee are 
investigating the matter.

However, speaking to 
reporters after signing his 
new Barcelona contract which 
keeps him at the club until 
2022, Pique played down on 
his comments.

“I don’t regret it (making 
his comments) and I don’t 
think today’s the day’s the day 
to talk about it. On Sunday 
we will play there and in the 
mixed zone I will give you the 
headlines if you want,” said 
Pique. (Reuters)

Beckham launches 
Miami MLS team

Gerard Pique unrepentant

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi celebrates

David Beckham
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Tuesday, January 30, 2018 23SPORTS

Shaikha Hayat leaves 
for AWST 2018 clash

Abdul signed 
by Brave CF

Manama

Brave Combat Federation 
has signed Abdul 

Hussein from Finland who is 
the youngest ever World and 
European amateur MMA 
champion. 

Abdul Hussien is the first 
athlete to win both accolades 
by the age of 18.  

In the year 2016, Abdul 
was ranked first in all 
divisions by IMMAF. 

On November 2016, he 
entered the professional 

division of Mixed Martial 
Arts and has been undefeated 
with four straight victories to 
his career. 

The IMMAF gold medallist 
at bantamweight has his 
roots in Palestine and was 
born in a Palestinian refugee 
camp in Lebanon. His family 
moved to Finland during his 
childhood. 

Abdul will be facing 
Nawras Abzakh from Jordan 
at Brave 10: The Kingdom 
Rises which will be hosted in 

Amman, Jordan on March 
2, 2018. 

Nawras who was 
undefeated until his last fight 
against Felipe Efrain will be 
competing at a high stake 
match to revive his career. 

“It was really difficult 
for me as the last fight was 
my first loss in the history 
of my career but that only 
makes me work harder to 
prove myself”, said Navras 
Abzakh about his current 
status. 

Big win for Titans 
against Bubbles
DT News Network
Manama

Titans beat Magic Bubbles 
by 55 runs in the latest 

matches of the CBA Division 
D tournament.

Toss was won by bubbles and 
elected to bowl first, Opener 
Saleem scored a brilliant half 
century and Zeeshan’s quick 
fire 84 runs in 52 ball helped 
Titans to put a fighting total of 
189 at the end of 25 overs.

In second innings tide overs 
from Titans bowlers restricted 
Bubbles for 134.

Fateh the top scorer with 37 
runs for Bubbles.

Ibrar and Pravin took two 
wickets each for Titans.

Other scores:
Rising Star 103/7 in 17 overs 
(Senthil 26, Binu 26, Narender 
4/12) beat GT Abdulaal 102/10 
(Waqas 22, Alen 3/15, Punnose 
3/28) by 3 wickets.

Bahrain Indian Challengers 
119/8 (Ratheesh 33, Vineeth 
29, Vishnu 2/13) beat Tornado 
Raiders 102/10 (Arun 36, 
Rajesh 4/23, Rajeev 3/14) by 
17 runs.

Rangers 61/4 in 7.5 overs 
(Shadaab 18, Rashid 3/8) beat 
Hempel Paints 57/10 (Rahman 
19, Khan 5/19) by 6 wickets.

Alpha Fire Bahrain 80/10 
(Sajeer 22, Tushar 2/12) tie 
with Karnataka Strikers 80/10 
(Thushara 27, Shilu 4/14).

Azeem CC 139/9 (Saeed 20, 
Sharath 3/8) beat Tornado A 
124/10 (Nithin 29, Bilal 2/17) 

by 15 runs.
Muharraq Eagles 166/7 

(Waqas 44, Noman 30, 
Abdullah 2/32) Tie with 
Focused Eye 166/10 (Naser 28, 
Asim 3/33).

MNCA Arabian Oryxes 50/2 
in 5 overs (Dhaval 35, Samar 
2/26) beat Lantern Lions 46/10 
(Nabeel 4/14, Usman 3/0) by 8 
wickets.

Zayani Motors 221/4 (Imran 
79, Waziq 54) beat Young 
Blaster 111/10 (Dawood 37, 
Prasanna 31, Ashfaq 3/1) by 
110 runs.

Modest XI 141/6 in 21.2 
overs (Rahul 38, Shiyas 36, 
Sriram 2/28) beat Bahrain 
Super Kings 140/9 (Mahadev 
48, Gautam 32, Krishna 2/13) 
by 4 wickets.

T-20 League scores:
Asma CC 145/10 (Shoaib 71, 
Sabir 3/38) beat G4S Legends 
75/10 (Vijesh 18,  Umair 3/9, 

Najaf 3/7) by 70 runs.
Liaison CC 190/7 in 20 

overs (Fakhar 47, Azam 45, 
Farhan 2/32) beat Spartans 
91/7 (Shoaib 24, Riaz 3/25) by 
99 runs.

Bulls 126/8 (Sunil 47, 
Shoaib 2/26) beat Sprite 51/10 
(Zeeshan 13, Binoy 4/16, Sunil 
3/12) by 75 runs. 

Khan

Abdul Hussien (center) with 
his coach and cornerman after 
winning at the 2016 IMMAF World 
Championships

Saleem and Zeeshan - Titans

targets Tour of 
Flanders glory

Kwiato

London

Michal Kwiatkowski 
is hoping to tackle 

the Tour of Flanders this 
season as he looks to 
continue his momentum 
following a standout 2017 
campaign.

The Team Sky rider 
enjoyed a stellar year, 
with marquee victories at 
Strade Bianche, Milan-
San Remo and Clasica San 
Sebastian, before heading 
to the Tour de France 
to help wingman Chris 
Froome to a fourth title.

After a winter of hard 
training the 27-year-old is 
ready to go again, starting 
with the upcoming Vuelta 
a Valenciana in Spain, 
while the Tour of Flanders 
is set to get under way on 
April 1.

“I was just missing 
cobbles,” explained 
Kwiatkowski on his 
Flanders hopes. “The 
Classics for me are pure 

racing and Tour of 
Flanders is just an amazing 
race.

“I was able to race 
there before, and also for 
Team Sky in 2016. The 
week before that I won 
(E3) Harelbeke and I was 
one of the favourites for 
the win. I believe I have 
the ability to fight for the 
victory.

“Whatever happens 
there, together with my 
teammates, whoever 
is going to be there, 
we are able to be there 
as favourites and future 
winners. That’s why I 
want to be a part of it. 
Let’s hope it’s going to be 
a good one.”

Kwiato is under no 
illusions that topping 
2017 will take some doing, 
but feels that striving for 
constant improvements 
should put him right back 
in the mix for victories. 
(Eurosport)

DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC) 

board member and 
chairwoman of the 
Women’s Sport 
Committee Shaikha 
Hayat bint Abdulaziz Al 
Khalifa will head to the 
UAE today to head the Bahrain delegation to the Arab 
Women’s Sports Tournament (AWST) 2018.

The tournament, scheduled to run from February 2 
to 13 in Sharjah, will see Bahrain clubs compete in eight 
sports, namely Basketball (Youth and Sports Affairs 
Ministry team), volleyball (Muharraq Club), table tennis 
(Bahrain Club), shooting (Bahrain Club), fencing (Al 
Hala Club), athletics (Busaiteen), karate (Bahrain Karate 
Academy) and archery (Bahrain Club).

Shaikha Hayat will also be joined by deputy chef de 
mission and general coordinator Mohammed Al Zayed. 
The remaining of the delegation will be travelling on 
Wednesday and Thursday.

The fourth edition of AWST is under the auspices of 
the HH Shaikha Jawaher bint Mohammed Al Qasimi, 
wife of HH the Ruler of Sharjah, Chairperson of the 
Supreme Council for Family Affairs and Chairperson of 
Sharjah Women’s Sport Foundation.

Shaikha Hayat


