
Monaco

Sebastian Vettel secured a 
memorable one-two for 

Ferrari in yesterday’s 75th 
Monaco Grand Prix to extend 
his world championship lead to 
a luxurious 25 points over Lewis 
Hamilton.

Taking full advantage 
of generous, if grim-faced, 
support from his team-mate 
Kimi Raikkonen, who led from 
pole position until the pit-stops, 
the four-time champion came 
home 3.1 seconds clear of the 
Finn in glorious Mediterranean 
sunshine.

Vettel’s success was Ferrari’s 
first in the principality in 
16 years since seven-time 
champion Michael Schumacher 
triumphed in 2001. It was the 
82nd 1-2 in the team’s history 
and celebrated noisily by the 
tifosi who had thronged into the 
circuit overnight.  

It was also the 29-year-old 
German’s second Monaco 
triumph, his third win this year 
and the 45th of his career, lifting 
him 25 points clear of Mercedes’ 
Hamilton in the title racxe.

Vettel now has 129 points 
after six rounds of this year’s 
20-race championship ahead of 
Hamilton on 104.

“Yes, yes, yes,” screeched 
Vettel after winning before 
launching into thanks for his 
team. “The two laps with old 
tyres, I gave it everything I had,” 
he said.

Raikkonen was stoney-faced 
and more taciturn than usual 
when retired 2016 champion 
Nico Rosberg interviewed him 
by the podium.

“Hard to say, really,” he 
responded when asked about 
his feelings. “It’s second place 
and it doesn’t feel good. This is 
how it is sometimes.”

Australian Daniel Ricciardo, 

who was 
u n l u c k y 
not to win 
last year, 
finished third for 
Red Bull, despite hitting 
the barrier at Ste Devote, ahead 
of Valtteri Bottas of Mercedes 
and Dutch teenager Max 
Verstappen in the second Red 
Bull.

Safety car
“I didn’t enjoy that!” said 
Ricciardo. “I wasn’t sure if I 
damaged anything. These tyres 
are like driving on ice when you 
get a Safety Car…”

Carlos Sainz was a well-
judged sixth for Toro Rosso 
ahead of Hamilton, who had 
started 13th, and Frenchman 
Romain Grosjean of Haas.

Briton Jenson Button, back 
for one race to replace two-time 
champion Fernando Alonso, 
racing at the Indianapolis 
500 later Sunday, retired his 
McLaren fter a collision with 
Pascal Wehrlein’s Sauber.

The crash left Wehrlein’s 
car on its side at Portier, but 
he was unhurt in the crash, 
which required a Safety Car 
intervention for six laps in the 
closing stages.

Vettel was quick to ask if his 
compatriot was ok before the 
action resumed.

He added: “It’s unbelievable. 
This was such an intense race. 
I hoped to have a better launch, 
but Kimi had a really good start 
so I had to be patient.

“It is very special to win here 
and we will have a fun night and 
then enough time to prepare for 
Canada…

“I had a couple of really good 
laps when I could take control 
of the pace and I was able to use 
the Safety Car.”

Vettel’s joy appeared not to 

b e 
s h a r e d 
by Raikkonen who 
remained evasive in interviews 
after the race and, under specific 
questions, conceded that it was 
not his idea to be the first to pit 
when he was leading.

“I was called in… That was 
about it,” he said.

Shrugging his shoulders, he 
later added: “It is a great result 
for the team and that is the 
main thing…”

Minute’s silence
On a perfect afternoon 
on the Cote d’Azur, the 
track temperature was 50 
degrees and the air 26 
as the drivers stood for 
a minute’s silence in 
memory of the victims 
of the Manchester 
terrorist attack.

The conditions were 
ideal for sunbathing, 
but not for race incidents.

When Vettel pitted 
after 39 laps, he rejoined in the 
lead ahead of Raikkonen with 
Ricciardo third, thanks to fast 
pre-stop laps, and Bottas fourth.

For Ferrari, it seemed a 
perfectly executed plan to 
enable Vettel to win, and boost 
his drivers’ championship bid, 
had unfolded.

Hamilton finally came 
in after 45 laps from sixth, 
rejoining seventh, but Vettel 
was out of sight, nine seconds 
down the road and clear of 
Raikkonen, with Ricciardo a 
further five seconds adrift in 
third.

By lap 50, it was 10.2 seconds 

and the paddock was 
abuzz with claims about 
Vettel’s undisputed status 
as Ferrari’s number one 
driver.

Attention was soon 
refocused on the track 
when, on lap 60, the 
Safety Car was deployed 
after Wehrlein was 
tipped into the barrier 
at Portier.
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Ferrari’s German driver Sebastian 
Vettel holds his trophy

 Ferrari’s German 
driver Sebastian 
Vettel competes

DT News Network
Manama 

Batelco Gunners United 
thrashed Al Ahlam 5-0 

in the third round of Group 
Two of the Nasser 10 Football 
Tournament, held at Khalifa 
Sports City Football Stadium 
in Isa Town.

Scoring for the winners 
were Ali Nasser (13th minute), 
Hassan Redha  (18th), Diego 
(23rd and 43rd) and Omar Al 
Maliki  (53rd minute). Team 
captain Shaikh Khalid bin 
Salman Al Khalifa won the 
player of the match award for 
his contributions  during  the 
game.

Meanwhile, HH   Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  Representative of His 
Majesty the King for Charity 
Works and Youth Affairs, 
Chairman of the Supreme 
Council for Youth and Sports, 
President of Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC), directed for 
the support of T.V programme 
"Al Bank" with prizes from 
the Third Nasser bin Hamad 
Sports Games "Nasser 10". The 
programme is being aired on 
Bahrain TV channel during 
the holy month of Ramadan. 
Shaikh Nasser's initiative 

comes as part of his vision to 
expand it into a comprehensive 
national project and not just 
focussing on the sports field, 

but also on other areas as well. 
He underlined that 

the support for Al Bank 
programme which President 

of the High Organising 
Committee of Nasser 10 Tawfiq 
Al Salehi said took suitable 
measures following directives 
of Shaikh Nasser, stating that 
a link was already established 
with the programme officials 
to grant them the prizes.

The last round of the 
Group One stage of the 
Football Tournament features 
Suqoor Al Bahrain against 
Jurnas at 9pm, followed by 
Victorious and Majestic Cars 
at 1pmtonight.

The first two teams 
qualifying for the last eight 
round will be determined after 

achieving six points, Suqoor 
Al Bahrain are on the verge 
of sealing their qualification, 
but the second ticket will go 
to either Jurnas  or defending 
champions Victorious. Both 
have four points from two 
matches. 

Tonight the final match of the 
Checkers Championship will 
be held at 10 pm tonight at the 
Muharraq Traditional Center. 
The Championship is part of 
Nasser 10 and will be held in 
cooperation with the Bahrain 
Mind Sports Association. 
This competition is the first 
mind sport within the series 

of games accompanying the 
tournament. The competition 
qualifiers, which were held at 
the headquarters of the Bahrain 
Mind Sports Association, 
began yesterday (Sunday). It 
was held using the knockout 
system after the participants 
were divided into four groups, 
each including three players. 

Also the  final match of 
the Nasser 10's Basketball 
Championship will take 
place  on Friday  between the 
American Team and Filipino 
Team C. The match will be 
contested at the Bahrain 
Basketball Association Hall. 
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Batelco Gunners 
trash Al Ahlam

Italy’s Serie A: 

English League Two play-off final: 

Scottish Premiership play-off final second leg: 

Cagliari  2 AC Milan  1
Roma  3  Genoa 2
Sampdoria  2  Napoli  4
Crotone 3  Lazio 1
Fiorentina  2  Pescara 2 
Inter Milan  5  Udinese 2 
Palermo  2  Empoli 1
Torino  5  Sassuolo 3

Blackpool  2   Exeter City  1

Hamilton Academical 1 Dundee United 0

Scores as of closing

FootballEmotional Kvitova wins ‘twice’
Paris

Petra Kvitova said 
yesterday’s first-round 

victory at the French O p e n 
felt like winning 
twice as the 
Czech star 
made an 

emotional return from a 
harrowing knife attack at her 
home in December.

The two-time Wimbledon 
champion swept aside 
American Julia Boserup 6-3, 
6-2 in her first match since 
suffering career-threatening 
injuries to her left playing hand 
when she tackled an intruder 
at her home in the eastern 
Czech town of Prostejov.

“I came here as a winner 
already,” said Kvitova, 
who returned to action 
at Roland Garros after 

almost six months 
out.

“When we 
were thinking 

about playing here 
I told my coaches 
I wanted to come 
and win my 

first match. That 
was a dream. The 
motivation I had 
today was amazing -- 
and I really just didn’t 

want to lose.
“This match was special to 

me. I won for the second time, 
if I can say that.”

Kvitova was left fighting to 
save her career after the attack, 
admitting earlier in the week 
that her hand was “still not 
100%”.

However, the 15th seed won 
the opening point of the match 
with a sweeping cross-court 
forehand to set the tone for a 
convincing victory in just 74 
minutes over world number 
86 Boserup.

“The first point was 
amazing. I surprised myself 
with the forehand winner 
straightaway. It felt weird but 
great, as well. 

“It wasn’t really about 
the game. I mean, I had big 
motivation, and I know that 
I was going to do everything 
I can even if I should just run 
from side to side to win it.

‘Courage’ and ‘belief’

The 27-year-old received a 
warm welcome on Phillipe 
Chatrier court. She initially 
kept her emotions in check 
before finally shedding a few 
tears after sealing her place in 
round two.

“My team was there. My 
family was there. Everyone 
who helped me through the 
difficult time. So it was a real 
pleasure to play in front of 
them and play how I played,” 
said Kvitova, whose team wore 
black t-shirts emblazoned 
with the words “courage” and 
“belief”.

“I think I played well after 
six months off. I’m happy 
with the game, of course, but 
I mean, it wasn’t really about 
the game today.

“Yesterday I was thinking 
how everything will be, and I 
couldn’t really imagine how 
that’s going to be. I maybe 
thought that I would cry when 
I step on the court, but I didn’t 
today.

Czech Republic’s Petra 
Kvitova returns the ball 
to US Julia Boserup dur-
ing their qualification 
round match

Basketball Championship

From the qualifiers of the Checkers championship

Suqoor Al Bahrain eye another victory


