
Wednesday, April 26, 201720

Eight arrested 
Brazilian police yesterday said eight 

people have been detained after a heist 
at a security company across the border in 
Paraguay dubbed “the robbery of the century.”

The police in Parana state displayed a haul 
of dollars and other currencies in plastic bags, 
as well as a powerful automatic rifle.

They said in total six assault rifles were 
captured, along with ammunition, two boats 
and seven vehicles. However, there was no 
immediate word on how much money was 
recovered from the raid which could have 
netted up to $40 million on Monday.

In addition to the eight suspects in custody, 
three other men were killed during a shootout 
on Monday as the Brazilian gangsters 
retreated back across the border, officials in 
both countries said.

As many as 50 people were reported by 
police Monday to have participated in the 
attack. They included members of First 
Capital Command, one of Brazil’s most 
powerful drug gangs, which is based in Sao 
Paulo and has fought turf battles in Rio 
de Janeiro and across the country’s prison 
system.

Asuncion

Dozens of suspected Brazilian 
gangsters blasted into a 

secure vault containing millions of 
dollars in southeastern Paraguay 
on Monday, leaving a policeman 
dead in what officials called the 
“robbery of the century.”

Some 50 gunmen with explosives 
and military-grade weaponry left 
the city of Ciudad del Este looking 
like a war zone after a two-hour 
overnight assault on a security 
firm and police headquarters, 
authorities and witnesses said.

A joint Paraguayan-Brazilian 
police operation against the 
fleeing assailants on the country’s 
porous border -- near the famous 
Iguazu waterfalls -- killed three 
suspects and resulted in “at least 
four arrests,” Paraguay’s interior 
ministry tweeted.

The tweet showed a photograph 
of a policeman standing over 
the body of a man in bloodied 
camouflage clothing. Other 
pictures on the ministry’s Twitter 
page showed what were apparently 
the getaway cars snared by police 

and a collection of captured 
ammunition and flak jackets.

Brazilian authorities confirmed 
there had been a deadly clash but 
would not give more details.

“There was an exchange of fire,” 
a federal police source for the 
state of Parana said. “There were 
dead and wounded but we are not 
giving more information for now. 
We’re still looking for people.”

Brazilian President Michel 
Temer promised to support 
Paraguayan police “with all 
necessary resources.”

“The Brazilian government 
expresses solidarity with the 
victims of this criminal act and, 
especially, with the relatives of the 
dead Paraguayan policeman,” he 
said.
‘Like bombs in a war’
Shocked Paraguayan officials said 
it was an unprecedented attack 
for Ciudad del Este, a key trading 
hub near the borders of Brazil and 
Argentina in an area linked to 
drug gangs.

The target of the raid was 
Prosegur, a firm specializing in 

safely transporting cash. Far from 
simply overwhelming security 
at the facility, the raiders caused 
multiple diversions around the 
city, setting vehicles on fire to block 
roads and detonating explosives 
near police headquarters.

“The noise rang out around the 
city like bombs in a war,” one man 
who witnessed the attack, Antonio 
del Puerto, said.

Television images from the 
scene showed the Prosegur 
building was virtually destroyed, 
with rocket casings lying around 
and burned-out vehicles in the 
streets.

Police reports said the attackers 
included members of First Capital 
Command, one of Brazil’s most 
powerful drug gangs, which is 
based in Sao Paulo and has fought 
turf battles in Rio de Janeiro and 
across the country’s prison system.

Public prosecutor Denise 
Duarte said the men wore masks 
and spoke Portuguese, the 
language of Brazil.
Vault was packed
It remained unclear just how much 

the assailants made off with.
Duarte said the Prosegur 

vault “was full” at the time of the 
robbery. Police said the vault can 
hold up to $40 million in cash but 
authorities had yet to verify the 
amount.

The attackers abandoned several 
vehicles at the site, including 
armored trucks, one of them 
mounted with what was described 
as an anti-aircraft gun.

“The security firm’s premises 
has been destroyed and the attack 
caused chaos and terror in the 
city,” the governor of surrounding 
Alto Parana state, Justo Zacarias, 
told reporters.

“Nothing like this has ever 
happened in Paraguay.”

Paraguay’s police chief Luis 
Rojas said it was “very feasible” 
that the attackers had help from 
within the police force.

He said he had contacted security 
forces in Brazil and Argentina to 
help catch the robbers.

“I am going to seek the resources 
and the best men to work to catch 
these people,” he said. (AFP)

View of the premises of multinational 
company Prosegur after a robbery in Ciud

Gang steals millions in stunning Paraguay heist
Policemen and an employee inspect the 
premises of multinational company Prosegur 

View of a car which was 
burned during a robbery Policemen inspect the premises
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Alistair Brownlee had plenty 
to celebrate on his birthday 

weekend and Endurance Elite 13 
debut as he topped the podium 
on his first half distance outing at 
Challenge Mogan Gran Canaria, 
Spain. 

The dual Olympic champion 
emerged from the 1.9-kilometer swim 

in the lead pack, then steadily built a 
lead on the multi-lap 90-kilometer bike 

course. 
He had a clear five-minute lead as he 

got onto the half-marathon; by the finish tape 
that lead had ballooned to eight minutes as 
he logged a new course record in 4 hours 3 
minutes and 9 seconds.

“I think I went okay; I didn’t really know 
what I was doing,” said Brownlee. 

“Obviously I knew how far it was and what 
the course was, but it was the little things 

like making sure I had the right nutrition 
and had my bike sorted. Definitely a few 

things I can improve on but that’s really why 
I wanted to get out and do this race first. Iron 
out those wrinkles in my pre-race setup.”

He will next participate at Ironman 70.3 
St. George, another race well known for its 
hills. Getting to the Ironman 70.3 World 
Championship is atop his goals list this year. 
“Obviously to do that I need to qualify and 
the first step for that is doing the race in St. 
George.”

After her regional championship win at 
Ironman South Africa despite a back injury, 
Daniela Ryf (4:38.35) seemed unstoppable, 
but the two-time Ironman world champion 
looked to be shaking off some rust still as she 
finished third in Gran Canaria and used the 
event like a training session.

HH Shaikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
finished third in his age group just ahead of his 
coach Mikel Calahorra.

At Ironman Texas, David Plese finished 
eighth and just like Ryf, Jan Frodeno used the 
half distance at the Chia Sardinia Triathlon 
as a race-specific training day and enjoyed 
himself with a wire-to-wire win.

Brownlee 
impressive 

on debut

Manama 

Yukiya Arashiro will start 
tomorrow at Tour of 

Romandie, Switzerland in place 
of Enrico Gasparotto. 

Gasparotto was really 
looking forward to this race 
as it is close to his residence 
but also because he connected 
Team Bahrain Merida with the 
foundation he supports and acts 
as an ambassador - Greenhope. 

The slogan of Greenhope 
fundation is “sports against 

cancer” and that is what Luca 
Cereghetti and his staff are 
doing, they are taking young 
people effected by cancer to the 
sports events, showing them 
how with determination you 
can achieve great goals. 

Team Bahrain Merida will 
wear specially designed helmets 
to honour the Greenhope 
foundation. Later those helmets 
will be auctioned with all 
profit going to the Greenhope 
foundation.

Tour of Romandie
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Despite near gale force 
winds, Sam Hobday (32 

stableford points) narrowly 
managed to win the fourth 
round of the Audi quattro 
Cup Series at the Royal Golf 
Club on count back ahead of 
Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed 
(32).

Jim Lanceley (128 points) 
continues to top the series 
order of merit for the third 
consecutive month, while Ben 
Elsworth (115) now holds 
second place.

A field of over 50 players 
turned for battle in the 
prestigious series which will 
be played out over a total of 
six rounds at the Royal Golf 
Club.

The series winners of the 
Bahrain tournament will have 

an opportunity to go forward 
and compete in the World 
finals, which this year will be 
held at Quivira Golf Club in 
Cabo San Luca, Mexico, in 
December.

Over 100,000 players 
compete in 750 tournaments 
in 54 countries annually and 
the Audi quattro Cup has 
developed into the biggest 
worldwide amateur golf 
tournament series.

Registration is open for the 
next round of the competition 
which takes place on May 6.

Results: 1) Sam Hobday 
(32 points on count back), 2) 
Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed 
(32). 2s Club Winners: 
Ashley Price (hole 2), Jason 
Smith and Ronan Armstrong 
(hole 7), Pete Donkin (hole 
12).

 Winner Hobday in action

Hobday 
wins Audi 
quattro 
Cup Series
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GPIC defeated Tatweer 
2404-2315 pins in the first 

round of the Bapco Knockout 
Tournament 2017 organised 
by the Bahrain Industrial 
Bowling League at the Fun 
Land Bowling Centre in  
Manama.

Top scoring for GPIC was 
Noora Sultan (247) high game 
and (697) high series and for 
Tatweer Hassan K. Hubaishi 
(223) game and Lito Francisco 
(604) series.

In another match, Batelco 
edged out Banagas 2575-2534 
with the top scorers being 

Fawaz Abdulla (289) game and 
(761) series for Batelco and 
Osama Khalifa (255) game and 
(684) series of Banagas.

Other results: Electricity and 
Water Authority (Ruel Cruz, 
240, 677) bt Gulf Air (Yousif Al 
Awadhi, 253, JM Villaneuva, 
640) 2521-2431.

Pioneers (Mahmood Omran, 
300, 733) bt Ministry of The 
Interior (Ahmed Al Hashil, 
234, Emerson Gotencio, 656) 
2563-2370.

This week schedule (Semi-
finals): 

GPIC vs Bapco 
Bapco vs EWA

Bapco Knockout: 
GPIC beat Tatweer

Pioneers team

Brownlee


