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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.4833 0.3787 0.3433

KUWAIT 0.2855 31.3565 0.2868 0.2599

OMAN 0.3849 0.3831 0.3867 0.3505

QATAR 3.6420 3.6252 3.6588 3.3160

UAE 3.6730 3.6561 3.6900 3.3443

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7328 3.7673 3.4144

    Closing Bell

    SAUDI edged up 0.1pc to 6,976 points
    DUBAI declined 1.1pc to 3,431 points
    ABU DHABI added 0.2pc to 4,531 points
    QATAR lost 0.4pc to 10,154 points
    EGYPT added 0.3pc to 12,583 points
    KUWAIT added 0.2pc to 6,831 points
    OMAN lost 0.1pc to 5,467 points
    BAHRAIN edged down 0.1pc at 1,336 points

AUSTRALIA 0.2909 0.2885
BANGLADESH 0.00494 0.00464
CANADA 0.2839 0.2808
DENMARK 0.0583 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0219
EURO 0.4166 0.4145
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00602 0.00599
INDONESIA 0.00003016 0.00002904
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959  
IRAQI DINAR 0.000294  
JAPAN 0.003590 0.003520
JORDAN 0.5346 0.5350
KOREA 0.0003852  
KUWAIT 1.2580 1.242
MALAYSIA 0.088500 0.0883
NEW ZEALAND 0.2667 0.2627
NORWAY 0.0461  
NEPAL 0.00391 0.00368
OMAN 0.97962 0.98262
PAKISTAN 0.00369 0.00360
PHILIPPINES 0.00780 0.00760
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10061 0.26810
SINGAPORE 0.2753 0.2733
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03030 0.03020
SRI LANKA 0.00273 0.00249
SWEDISH 0.0459  
SWITZERLAND 0.3862 0.3837
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0123
TAIWAN 0.012700  
THAILAND 0.011150 0.011180
TURKEY 0.1108 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.4917 0.4887
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102800 0.102810
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37800 0.37805
YUAN 0.058500 0.0585

Bahrain Bourse (BHB) and Bahrain Flour Mills Company signed yesterday an agreement to assign Bahrain Bourse as a Share 
Registrar of the company. The agreement was signed by Chief Executive Officer of Bahrain Bourse, Shaikh Khalifa bin Ebrahim 
Al-Khalifa, and Mohammed Abdul Wahab Nass, the Chief Executive Officer of Al-Matahin

Dubai 

Gulf Air (GF) has named 
Voyager Ltd as its 

General Sales Agent (GSA) 
in Georgia to represent the 
airline and sell Gulf Air 
services and products on its 
behalf. With direct flights 
between Bahrain International 
Airport and Shota Rustaveli 
Tbilisi International Airport 
starting from 22nd June 2017, 
Voyager Ltd will facilitate 
ticket sales from/to Tbilisi 
and beyond, across the Gulf 
Air network.

Ahmed Janahi, Gulf Air 
Chief Commercial Officer 
said: “Tbilisi is our newest 
addition to the Gulf Air 
network and we are happy 
to appoint one of the best 
travel agencies in Georgia as 
our GSA.”

Mariam Kvrivishvili, 
General Director at Voyager 
Ltd said: “This truly is an 
important step for the 
development of Georgia’s 
tourism sector, as well as the 
promotion of the country’s 
travel potential across Gulf 

Air’s network.”
The announcement took 

place at the Arabian Travel 
Market in Dubai where the 
airline was present alongside 
Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority. 

Gulf Air will operate 
direct flights to Georgia’s 
capital city of Tbilisi, with 3 
weekly flights to/from Shota 
Rustaveli Tbilisi International 
Airport from the GCC, 
MENA, Indian Subcontinent 
& Far East regions starting 
from 22nd June 2017. 

Ahmed Janahi, Gulf Air Chief Commercial Officer (left) and Mariam Kvrivishvili, General 
Director at Voyager Ltd are seen at the signing ceremony where Voyager Ltd was appointed 
Gulf Air’s General Sales Agent (GSA) in Georgia to represent the airline and sell Gulf Air ser-
vices and products on its behalf. 

GF names 
Voyager as 
Georgia GSA

Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s Alawwal 
Bank, in which the Royal 

Bank of Scotland has a stake, 
on Tuesday agreed to enter 
talks on a possible merger with 
HSBC-affiliated Saudi British 
Bank (SABB).

In a statement on the Saudi 
Stock Exchange, Alawwal, 
formerly Saudi Hollandi, said 
its board of directors “resolved 
to start initial discussions” 
with SABB but this “does 
not necessarily mean that the 
merger will take place”.

Alawwal said it foresees 
no involuntary staff layoffs 
if the proposed merger were 
completed.

The announcement came as 
US-based Citigroup said it has 
received a licence to return and 
operate as an investment bank 
after a 13-year absence from 
the kingdom, Bloomberg News 
reported.

Citigroup sold its 20 percent 
stake in Saudi Arabia’s Samba 
Financial Group in 2004.

Kingdom Holding Co, 
a global investor chaired by 
Saudi Arabia’s Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal, has shares in 
Citigroup.

Under wide-ranging 
economic and social reforms 
the oil-dependent kingdom 
is opening its economy more 
widely to investment and seeks 
to expand the private sector.

Saudi’s 
Alawwal 
in talks 
with SABB

Nairobi

A new malaria vaccine will be tested on a 
large scale in Kenya, Ghana and Malawi, the 

World Health Organisation said Monday, with 
360,000 children to be vaccinated between 2018 
and 2020.

The injectable vaccine RTS,S could provide 
limited protection against a disease that killed 
429,000 people worldwide in 2015, with 92 
percent of victims in Africa and two-thirds of 
them children under five.

“The prospect of a malaria vaccine is great 
news. Information gathered in the pilot will 
help us make decisions on the wider use of this 
vaccine,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, the WHO’s 
regional director for Africa.

The vaccine should be used alongside 
other preventative measures such as bed nets, 
insecticides, repellents and anti-malarial drugs, 
the WHO said.

“Combined with existing malaria interventions, 
such a vaccine would have the potential to save 
tens of thousands of lives in Africa,” Moeti said.

“This vaccine is a weapon amongst others, it is 
one of the tools at our disposal,” she added.

The vaccine, also known as Mosquirix, has 
been developed by the British pharmaceutical 
giant GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) in partnership 
with the PATH Malaria Vaccine 
I n i t i a t i v e , and the large-scale 

t h r e e - country pilot will 
test it on children aged five 
t o 17 months.

The drug passed previous scientific testing 
-- including a phase three clinical trial between 
2009 and 2014 -- and was approved for the pilot 
programme in 2015.

‘Huge impact’
The aim of the trial is to assess the effectiveness of 
the vaccine as well the feasibility of its delivery to 
populations at risk as four successive doses must 
be given on a strict timetable.

The immunisation cycle is not in sync with 
routine childhood inoculations against diseases 
such as hepatitis, measles and meningitis, with 
injections required at five months, six months, 
seven months and two years.

Symptoms of malaria include fever, muscle 
pain and headache as well as vomiting and 
diarrhoea.

While RTS,S does not promise full protection 
against the mosquito-borne disease it is the 
most effective potential vaccine so far developed 
reducing the number of hospitalisations and 
blood transfusions.

Kenya, Ghana and Malawi were selected for 
the trial because malaria rates are high and they 
have a long history of use of bed nets and other 
interventions.

The large-scale pilot is the latest step in 
decades of work seeking to eradicate malaria with 
the numbers dying falling nearly two-thirds since 
the turn of the century.
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A hygroma is a fluid-filled swelling 
surrounded by a thick capsule of fibrous 

tissue that develops under the skin. Hygromas 
are not tumors. Hygromas are typically not 
painful They occur in response to repeated 
trauma to the tissue over a bony prominence. 
That is one reason why the elbow is the most 
common site for hygromas to develop.

Hygromas tend to be more common in 
dogs that are sedentary and spend more of 
their time lying down, especially for large and 
giant breed dogs, the repeated trauma of lying 
down on hard surfaces like hardwood, tile, or 
concrete floors can produce an inflammatory 
response in the tissue under the skin over the 
elbow. The body tries to protect the inflamed 
area by creating the equivalent of a “pillow”. 

If the trauma continues, the 
hygroma will grow larger. 
Hygroma which grow to an 
unwieldy size or become 
infected, it will need to be 
treated with appropriate 
antibiotic therapy, and may need to be removed 
surgically.

Changing the dog’s bedding generally solves 
the problem though sometimes special pads or 
bandages for the elbows must be constructed. 
If the dog begins to lie on softer more pliant 
materials, the hygroma is likely to simply 
resolve over 2-3 weeks. Using donut-shaped 
padding over the elbow, like placing the ‘hole’ 
of the donut over the hygroma will protect the 
hygroma from further contact with anything 

hard surfaces.
Hygromas can be prevented by providing 

soft bedding, especially beds made of 
orthopedic foam. Animals recovering from 
surgery should be turned from side to side 
multiple times during the day. The most 
important is to ensure that a large or giant 
breed dog is not allowed to become overweight 
or obese. The extra weight greatly increases 
the risk for trauma to the tissue over bony  
prominences. 

Dr. Rajani Rajesh

PET VETHYGROMA IN DOGS


