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Our victory in defeating 
the disastrous Trump-
Ryan health care plan is 
the result of millions of 
Americans standing up 
and fighting back.

Meet Nabil, the 
bee whisperer
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3 inmates die in fire after 
fight in Mexican prison
Mexico

A fire started by inmates 
at a prison in northern 

Mexico left at least three 
prisoners dead and one 
person injured, officials 
said yesterday, just days 
after 29 detainees escaped 
through a tunnel. The large 
blaze broke out Friday night 
at the prison in the capital 
of Ciudad Victoria after 
inmates staged a protest.

Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

A stone tablet found near Qal’at 
Al Bahrain archaeological site 

in Karbabad recently is reported 
to carry a loan agreement, which 
is said to be the first ever in the 
human history carved on stone.

Archaeologists say the stone 
tablet with the loan agreement was 
probably the first in history and 
was made between two individuals 
who lived on the island 2500 years 
ago. 

The agreement, according to 
the archaeologists, was about one 
of them borrowing some dates 
from the other on the promise of 
returning one year later. 

The tablet also carries the names 
of witnesses for the agreement, 
which according to the explorers, 
was a sign of the civilised behaviour 
prevailed in that age and which was 
rare in many parts of the world. 

The stone is also the first to 
have cuneiform writings supposed 
to have its origin in the first 
millennium BC.

The stone tablet was, however, 
discovered by a team of 
international and local archaeology 
specialists under the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and Tourism 
(BACA).

According to Archaeological 
Affairs Counsellor at BACA Dr 
Pierre Lombard, the carving dates 
back to around 503-04 BC.

Dr Lombard said this during a 
recent lecture at Bahrain National 
Museum to announce the new set 
of discoveries in Bahrain last year.

“The agreement carved on one 
side of the tablet shows it was 
written in 19th year of King Darius 
I, who ruled Babylon during the 
time (around 503-504 BC), in 
Akkadian language, used to be 
popular during the time,” he said.

He said that based on the 
inscription, it is assumed that the 
borrower had returned the dates 
next year during the month of 
Tashrit (September or October). 
And when it was returned, the 
names of the witnesses were 
scratched, and along with that the 
name where the agreement had 
taken place, too, he said. 

“It could have been Qal’at Al 
Bahrain,” he added. 

DT News had reported on 
Thursday that archaeological teams 
from Bahrain, France, Denmark 
and Japan had made five important 
discoveries in 2016.

The materials including 
the tablet, gold pieces, 
coffins and pottery crafts, 
aging thousands of years, 
were found at different 
parts of the island, 
proving the island 
had connections to 
ancient civilisations 
i n c l u d i n g 
M e s o p o t a m i a 

and the 
Greek.
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Independence Day is commonly associated 
with parades, political speeches, fairs, 
concerts, ceremonies and various other 
public and private events celebrating the 

history and traditions of Bangladesh.
For centuries, Bangladesh has been a true 

charmer. Storytellers believe that the nation’s 
weavers wove with magic; the muslin they 
produced was so soft that large metres of the 
material would fit within a tiny matchbox. 
Traders would travel across seas to catch hold of 
a few metres of the Dhakai weaver’s magic. Till 
date, tales of beautiful Bangladesh’s fine quality 
of silk and muslin run far and wide. Except today, 
Bangladesh also charms people with its colourful 
culture, soulful music, rich cuisine, exotic wildlife 
and one of the finest economic development 
programmes launched by the world-renowned 
Bangladeshi economist and scholar, Muhammad 
Yunus. It is a land where time stood still but 
progress continued. It is a land that managed to 
hold onto its innocence and splendour despite 
the adversities. Bangladesh has been deemed as 

an exemplary country after achieving majority 
of the Millennium Development Goals of the 
United Nations. 

On this day, 46 years back, this charming 
nation won her identity and independence after 
a 9-month long struggle headed by the Father 
of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. Today, Bangalees around the world 
proudly celebrate their sweet freedom, their 
beautiful language and their individuality. They 
honour the struggles of the great leaders and 
martyrs who happily sacrificed their lives for the 
nation. 

On this special occasion, the Bangladeshi 
Embassy is hosting a Flag Hoisting Ceremony at 
the Bangladeshi Embassy, Villa 71, Road 56, Block 
356, Al Gufool Avenue at 9am and a National Day 
Reception at the Diplomat Radisson Blue, Grand 
Ambassador Suite between 7.30pm-9.30pm. 

We salute Bangladesh’s spirit and wish it a 
land full of dreams and prosperity for successfully 
moving forward as an independent and sovereign 
nation for another wonderful year!

The National Martyr’s Memorial
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The age-old 
contract 

was about 
borrowing 
dates for a 
period of 
one year  

KARBABAD DISCOVERIES REVEAL

Witness names seen scraped Side with date carvedCredit contract made in Akkadian script

pact


