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Saudi, UAE, Qatar 
leaders in March

Undersecretary 
meets EU officials
Brussels

The Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Shaikh Abdullah 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, held 
meetings with officials of the 
European External Action 
Service in Brussels, in the 
presence of the Ambassador 
of Bahrain to Belgium, Bahiya 
Al-Jishi and the Director 
of European Affairs and 
European Union Directorate 
in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Shaikha Aysha bint 
Ahmed Al Khalifa.
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Washington

Senior Saudi, UAE and Qatar 
leaders will meet with U.S. 

President Donald Trump in the next 
couple of months, U.S. officials said, 
amid efforts by Washington to try to 
resolve a dispute between the Gulf 
neighbours.

Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 

Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces Shaikh 

Mohammed bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan 
and Qatar’s Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani 
are all planning to 

have bilateral 
visits with 

Trump 
i n 

March and April, a senior U.S. official said, 
according to Reuters.

The agenda will include setting up a Gulf 
Cooperation Council summit, the official 
said, which Washington hopes will be held 
later this year, as well as Middle East peace 
and Iran.

Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain and Egypt, 
cut off travel and trade ties with Qatar last 
June, accusing it of supporting terrorism

Washington is hoping to lay the 
groundwork for a summit by the summer.

“We would hope the dispute is resolved 
before the summit to allow maximum 
focus on other strategic concerns like Iran,” 
another U.S. official said.

The US and the EU have repeatedly called 
on the countries to engage in dialogue. 
The last US-GCC summit was held in May 
2017, in the Saudi capital Riyadh, just before 
the crisis unfolded.  Qatar is host to U.S. 
and international forces at Al Udeid Air 
Base, which is home to the Combined Air 
Operations Center. The center coordinates 
an array of data and intelligence from 

satellites, drones, radar and U.S. planes 
flying over hot spots in the Middle 

East and bombing Islamic State 
positions.- Reuters

Organising a GCC summit later this year high on US agenda


