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Baku 

Chelsea powered into the 
Champions League last 16 as 

Eden Hazard and Willian inspired a 
4-0 thrashing of 10-man Qarabag on 
Wednesday.

Antonio Conte’s side reached the 
knockout stages with a game to spare 
thanks to influential displays from 
Hazard and Willian at the Olympic 
Stadium that knocked Azerbaijanis 
Qarabag out of the competition.

Chelsea will go into their last 
Group C fixture against Atletico 
Madrid, who take on Roma at the 
Wanda Metropolitano later on 
Wednesday, on 10 points and still in 
with a chance of finishing top.

Hazard scored Chelsea’s first-
half opener from the penalty spot 

after his pass to Willian provoked 
a foul on the Brazilian from Rashad 
Sadygov, who was sent off as a result.

Willian doubled Chelsea’s lead 
nine minutes before the interval, 
collecting Hazard’s deft back-heeled 
pass before rolling home.

Cesc Fabregas netted Chelsea’s 
third from the spot in the 73rd 
minute after another foul on 
Willian, and the Brazil international 
crashed home his second in the 
closing moments.

The English champions were 
heavily criticised after a woeful 
loss at Roma in their previous 
Champions League match, but 
have now won three in a row in all 
competitions.

“We did everything well. We 

should have scored more. It is easy 
to play with these good players,” 
Hazard said.

“We have a big game at Liverpool 
on Saturday so it was good to 
have a small rest. We are ready for 
Saturday.”

Conte had bemoaned the fixture 
schedule that sends Chelsea to 
Liverpool for a crucial Premier 
League game on Saturday, just 
48 hours after they return to 
London from the 5,000 mile (8,000 
kilometres) round trip to Azerbaijan.

But he still fielded a strong side, 
with David Luiz starting in defence 
for the first time since being dropped 
after a reported training ground row 
with the Blues boss following the 
Roma defeat. (AFP) 

Chelsea 
cruise into 
last 16

Karters set to return 
to action at BIKC
Manama

Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BIKC) hosts the second 

round of the 2017/2018 Bahrain 
Karting Sprints Championship today 
in Sakhir.

The meeting will see action 
in both the Bahrain Rotax Mojo 
Max Championship (BRMMC) 
and the Bahrain Sodi Sprint SWS 
Championship (BSSWS).

The BRMMC is for Rotax kart 
owners and they compete in different 
classes. The BSSWS is an arrive-
and-drive competition that has all 
participants racing on identical Sodi 
karts.

Action is set to be held along 
BIKC’s 1.414-kilometre Commission 
Internationale de Karting (CIK) Track. 
All are welcome to attend and cheer for 
the island’s top talent.

The BRMMC kicks things off with 
a practice session at 3pm. Qualifying 

will then be held from 4pm, with the 
Pre-Final set for 4.55pm and the Final 
scheduled for 6.15pm.

The BSSWS gets things going with 
Qualifying at 3.335pm. The Pre-Final 
will then be held from 4.30pm and the 
Final will begin at 5.40pm.

All the racing will be followed by the 
podium ceremony.

This year’s BKSC is set to feature 
five rounds. The season-opener took 
place several weeks back, with Rashid 
Almuammari taking victory in the 
BRMMC and Yousef Khamiri winning 
IN the SSWS.

Round three is scheduled for January 
5, round four on March 2 and the 
championship finale will be held on 
April 6.

For more information on the 
upcoming Bahrain SWS Sprint 
Championship or other activities at 
BIKC, call +973-1745-1745 or visit 
www.bahrain-karting.com.

Madrid 

Antoine Griezmann’s spectacular 
scissors-kick helped earn Atletico 

Madrid a 2-0 win over Roma on 
Wednesday (Nov 22) to keep alive 
their slim hopes of qualifying for the 
Champions League last 16.

The striker scored his first goal in 
nine games in the 69th minute before 
setting up Kevin Gameiro for the 
second in the closing stages to silence 
his critics.

Diego Simeone rotated his side, 
appearing almost to give up on 
qualification, but the 2014 and 2016 
finalists stayed true to their motto, 
‘Never stop believing’, to earn their 
first win of the competition and take 
things down to the final match of the 
group phase on Dec 5.

Atletico are two points behind Roma 

and must beat group leaders Chelsea at 
Stamford Bridge and hope Qarabag get 
at least a draw in Italy if the Spanish 
side are to qualify.

Simeone chose to play midfielder 
Thomas Partey at right back, replacing 
Juanfran, who was ruled out shortly 
before the game with a hamstring 
injury.

Key defender Diego Godin was 
rested while Stefan Savic’s suspension 
meant Lucas Hernandez joined Jose 
Gimenez at the back - an untested 
pairing in a makeshift defence.

At the other end veteran striker 
Fernando Torres, handed his first start 
since the opening day of the season in 
August, struggled to make an impact, 
while both Antoine Griezmann and 
Koke failed to reach Yannick Carrasco’s 
dangerous low cross. (Reuters) 

Griezmann stunner helps 
keep Atletico Champions 
League hopes alive

Chelsea’s midfielder Eden Hazard is seen in action during the UEFA Champions 
League Group C football match against Qarabag Atletico’s Antoine Griezmann scores the opening goal
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Hamilton, 
Vettel 
united over 
halo effect

Abu Dhabi 

Lewis Hamilton and 
Sebastian Vettel agreed on 

Thursday that next season’s 
Formula One halo-carrying 
racing cars will be uglier, but 
safer – and joked about their 
on-track clashes during this 
year’s world title tussle.

The two four-time 
champions spoke at a news 
conference ahead of this 
weekend’s season-ending Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix where the 
32-year-old Briton is hoping 
to claim his 10th win of the 
season for Mercedes.

Vettel, who won the Brazilian 
Grand Prix two weekends ago, 
aims to beat him and secure 
runners-up spot in his Ferrari.

Both were in a light-
hearted mood with Hamilton 
suggesting he is aiming for 
a fifth title next year when, 
according to a grinning Vettel, 
he and Ferrari will enjoy a 
“walk in the park” if they can 
match or improve on their 
progress in 2017.

But they were serious about 
the future looks and safety of 
the cars they will race.

“It’s the last time where 
the cars will look good,” said 
Hamilton, looking ahead to 
this weekend’s race. 

“I think, from next year, it’s 
all downhill in terms of how 
it looks, but safety will go up 
at least.”

Vettel agreed: “I think the 

cars will look different next 
year. Everything I’ve seen so far 
looks different, but on the other 
hand I think it’s something we 
will all get used to.”

“It’s no doubt the cars look 
better the way they are now, but 
I’m sure that we’ll get used to it. 
We’ll work on the aesthetics so 
that it will look fine. In the end 
it’s probably less of a big deal.”

F1 is introducing the ‘halo’, 
a cockpit protection device, to 
prevent flying debris hitting 
the drivers.

The two rivals also reflected 
on the season past.

Asked to choose their 
highlights, Vettel smiled and 
suggested they “start with Baku 
– break the ice?” Hamilton 

responded with an audible 
“Hmmmm… Baku is a good 
one.”

‘Fired up’ 
It was in Baku that a volatile 
Vettel drove his Ferrari into 
Hamilton’s Mercedes while 
they were under Safety Car 
conditions.

Hamilton added: “We need 
more races like Barcelona, 
wheel to wheel.”

Earlier this week, Hamilton 
had told motorsport.tv that he 
warned Vettel about the future 
following their Baku clash.

“When I spoke to him 
later, I was like ‘that’s a 
sign of disrespect so don’t 
ever disrespect me like that 

again otherwise then we 
will have problems’,” said  
Hamilton.

“I’ve never done that to 
someone. I don’t even know 
what he was thinking to have 
done...I’ve never been in 
a position like that. I guess 
people react differently under 
certain pressures.”

On Thursday, he added: “It 
was great to have those close 
battles this year with Sebastian, 
a four-time world champion 
you respect.”

Asked about next year, he 
said: “I feel very honoured to 
be close to a great sporting 
icon in Juan Manuel Fangio. 
He’s kind of the godfather of 
the sport.”

Looking back, Vettel said: 
“It has been close for most of 
the year, but not close enough 
when it mattered. From that, 
we have made our conclusions, 
learned our lessons, so that will 
help us next year.

“We are completely fired 
up. It has been bitter, but I 
think it has been positive that 
we have had a couple of races 
since Mexico to approach 
and look forward to next  
season.”

Hamilton did not talk about 
his contract with Mercedes 
following overnight reports 
claiming that he is poised 
to finalise a new three-year 
deal valued at £120 million 
($160mn). (AFP)

Barca leave Messi on bench 
and qualify with 0-0 draw
Turin

Barcelona allowed themselves the 
luxury of starting with Lionel 

Messi on the bench and still held out 
for a 0-0 draw at Juventus to reach the 
last 16 of the Champions League on 
Wednesday.

Barcelona, who brought on Messi 
early in the second half, enjoyed long 
spells of possession but used it as 
a defensive tactic to stop Juventus 
attacking rather than creating chances 

themselves.
Juve were lacklustre, with forward 

Gonzalo Higuain barely getting a 
look-in as they failed to score in a 
home match for the first time since 
September last year.

The Turin side nearly snatched 
a win in stoppage time but Paulo 
Dybala’s low shot from the edge of 
the area was turned around the post 
by goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen.

Even so, coach Massimiliano Allegri 

enjoyed the match. “It was a nice 
game from a tactical point of view, the 
lads worked hard to defend well,” he 
said. “We were more interested in the 
performance than the result.”

The Serie A side, who are second 
in Group D, will qualify for the last 
16 unless they fail to beat Olympiakos 
away in their final game next month 
and Sporting win at Barcelona.

Sporting kept alive their own 
hopes by beating Olympiakos 3-1 in 
Lisbon in the other game with Bas 
Dost scoring twice. Bruno Cesar was 
also on target for Sporting and Vadis 
Odjidja-Ofoe scored a late consolation 
for the Greeks who were eliminated.

Barcelona, who played their second 
successive goalless draw in the group, 
have 11 points and are guaranteed to 
finish top. Juve are on eight, Sporting 
on seven and Olympiakos on one.

Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde 
said that Messi had needed a rest. “He 
had to take a break at some point... 
he’s been playing a lot of games,” he 
said.

Barcelona were closest to a first-half 
goal when a long-range Ivan Rakitic 
free kick found its way through the 
penalty area, bounced off the post and 
fell to Paulinho, who was unable to 
take advantage. (Reuters)

PSG crush Celtic 7-1
Paris

Neymar scored a double as Paris 
St Germain extended their 

perfect Champions League record 
with a 7-1 home demolition of Celtic 
on Wednesday.

The Brazilian forward, Edinson 
Cavani, who also scored twice, Kylian 
Mbappe, Marco Verratti and Dani 
Alves all found the back of the net 
after Moussa Dembele’s early opener 
for the visitors as PSG powered on to 
15 points from five games.

They lead second-placed Bayern 
Munich, who won 2-1 at Anderlecht, 
by three points before they play in 

Germany with Group B’s first place 
at stake.

Celtic got off to a dream start 
when Dembele opened the scoring 
in the first minute from a corner, but 
PSG reacted swiftly.

Cavani made it 3-1 six minutes 
later from close range with Mbappe 
adding another in the 35th from 
Marquinhos’s cross.

The Uruguayan striker, Verratti 
and Alves scored again after the 
break as PSG became the most 
prolific team in the Champions 
League group phase with 24 goals. 
(Reuters)

PSG’s Neymar kicks the ball during a 
Champions League Group B soccer match

Sebastian Vettel and Lewis Hamilton

Juventus’ Gonzalo Higuain in action with Barcelona’s Gerard Pique 


