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Riyadh 

The Saudi-led coalition 
fighting in Yemen said 

Wednesday it would reopen a 
key Red Sea port and Sanaa 
airport to aid, after a more 
than two-week blockade 
following a missile attack on  
Riyadh.

The coalition said it would 
reopen Hodeida port to receive 
“urgent humanitarian and 
relief materials” and Sanaa 
airport to UN aircraft from 
midday on Thursday (0900 
GMT).

It did not specify when or 

if it would ease a blockade on 
commercial traffic.

Hodeida, which is controlled 
by Huthi rebels backed by Iran, 
is a key conduit for much-
needed food and medicine 
imports to Yemen.

The coalition imposed a 
total blockade of Yemen’s ports 
and airports two days after the 
Huthis fired a missile at Saudi 
Arabia on November 4.

The missile was intercepted 
near Riyadh’s King Khalid 
International Airport, sparking 
a war of words between Tehran 
and Riyadh, which accused 

Iran of “direct aggression” and 
supplying arms to the Huthis.

The United Nations said 
Wednesday it had been notified 
by the Saudi authorities of the 
reopening on Thursday of the 
Yemeni ports of Hodeida and 
Saleef, as well as Sanaa airport.

“We are monitoring these 
developments and we are trying 
to see whether that actually 
takes place on the ground,” UN 
spokesman Farhan Haq told 
reporters at UN headquarters 
in New York.

“Of course, if that were 
to happen that would be a 

very welcome and critically 
important development.”

The Huthi government 
on Tuesday announced the 
country’s main international 
airport was fully functional 
again a week after a Saudi-
led air strike destroyed the 
facility’s navigation system.

The airport had been open 
to only select humanitarian 
flights.

The UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) says Yemen is highly 
dependent on imported wheat 
for its basic needs. (AFP)

Yemen port, airport 
to reopen to aid, says 
Saudi-led coalition

Egypt names housing 
minister as acting PM

Iraq reopens oil refinery 
in Salahudin province 

Ethiopia rejects Egyptian 
warnings over Nile river

Cairo

Egypt has appointed Housing Minister Mostafa Madbouli 
as acting premier to replace Sherif Ismail who has just 

travelled to Germany for a medical trip, the Egyptian state TV 
reported yesterday.  

Ismail left for Germany earlier on Thursday “for a three-
week visit during which he will undergo a surgery,” said 
official MENA news agency. 

On Wednesday, cabinet spokesman Ashraf Sultan told the 
local media that Ismail’s surgery is related to his digestive 
system, refuting spreading rumors about his suffering from a 
tumor or any suchlike diseases. 

For his part, Madbouli said on Thursday that President 
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi assigned him to the post of acting prime 
minister until Ismail comes back safely from his medical trip 
in Germany.

“Engineer Sherif Ismail has a great status in the hearts of 
all ministers and he has been doing a great effort in his tasks 
as prime minister,” MENA quoted the housing minister and 
acting premier as saying. 

Speaking at the cabinet, Madbouli noted that his role will 
focus on keeping things running until Ismail’s return. 

Baghdad

The Iraqi Minister of Oil yesterday announced that the oil 
ministry reopened al-Seniyah Refinery in the province 

of Salahudin after rehabilitation by Iraqi technical teams, a 
ministry statement said. 

The national teams in the government-owned North 
Refineries Company (MRC) “managed to rehabilitate the 
refinery, which was destroyed by Daesh terrorist gangs (Islamic 
State group) when the group seized some of Salahudin’s cities 
and caused damages to its (oil) installations,” the statement 
quoted its minister Jabbar Luaiby as saying. 

The refinery currently is working with capacity of 20,000 
barrels per day, Luaiby said.   

“This refinery will provide quantities of oil derivatives to 
cover the needs of the province, whether for the use of citizens 
or to operate power plants,” he said. 

The rehabilitation of the refinery is part of the oil ministry’s 
plans to rebuild Salahudin’s provincial oil installations, 
including the refineries, according to the statement. 

Al-Seniyah oil refinery and the nearby Iraq’s largest refinery 
of Baiji, some 200 km north of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad, 
were badly damaged by the Islamic State militants when they 
seized large swathes of territories in northern and western 
Iraq in June 2014.  (Xinhua)

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia yesterday rejected warnings from Egyptian 
President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi over a mega hydroelectric 

dam Ethiopia is building that Egypt fears could reduce its 
share of water from the Nile river basin. 

     Speaking to journalists at a press conference in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopian foreign ministry spokesman Meles Alem 
said Ethiopia is firm on its position of equitable use of the 
Nile’s water.  Ethiopia is building a 6,450 MW hydroelectric 
dam, the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, on the Blue Nile 
that it says is part of its desire for equitable use of Nile waters 
to help power its economic growth. 

   It insists that as the source of 86 percent of the Nile waters, 
Ethiopia needs to use the Nile waters to meet the economic 
needs of its population of around 100 million. 

     “The issue of the Nile river is a life-or-death matter for 
Ethiopians,” said Alem, employing the same “life-and-death” 
description used by al-Sisi on Saturday. 

   “Water is a matter of life or death,” the Egyptian president 
was quoted as saying. “No one can touch Egypt’s share of 
water.”    Egypt fears that the hydroelectric dam will cut into 
its water supply, potentially crippling its agricultural sector 
which is already facing strains from water shortages.  (Xinhua)

Volunteers serve thanksgiving lunch
Manama

Volunteers assisted MWR personnel in serving 
Thanksgiving meals to hundreds of military 

and family members in Bahrain yesterday. 
Much like the crowd of people lined up for the 

free holiday meal, the volunteers at Naval Support 
Activity Bahrain were both single servicemembers 
and families.

Cmdr. Diana Garcia was joined by her son Kye 
in donating time to feed the crowd.

“We’re actually here together but his dad, my 
husband, is back home,” Garcia said. “So, of course, 
we’re missing him. But when you’re overseas, we all 
become family.”

That sentiment was echoed by Capt. Darren 
Guenther, Naval Support Activity Bahrain 
commanding officer, before he put on an apron and 
served food.

“I’ve done a lot of Thanksgivings away from our 
home, and there’s one thing that I always learn,” 
Guenther said to the crowd. “No matter if you’re 
here as a single sailor, single Marine, single civilian 
or with family, this is your family today, and I wish 
you the very best Thanksgiving.”

About 7,000 military personnel are based in 
Bahrain. (Stars and Stripes)
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