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Missing Pets

LUCKY - Female, 1 yr (but only 5 
mos in photo), wearing yellow collar 
- no ID tag, ran away from adopter, 
Hamad Town (roundabout 2 - Area 
Allkowzi), 3/11/17. 39433899

JASMINE - Female, 11 mos, not 
wearing collar or ID tag, door left 
open - will not be able to manage
on the streets, Adliya (behind 
Salmaniya Hospital near Al Hayat 
Plaza), 18/10/17. 32171282

SHATZO - Gone missing same time 
as RITA, Male Shih Tzu, 1.5 yrs, very 
friendly, wearing blue collar - no ID 
tag, escaped from home (may be 
stolen), Zayed Town (block 720), 
20/10/17. 36061716

JESSE - Female Husky, 4 yrs, spayed, 
microchipped, black collar - no ID 
tag, likely STOLEN, Budaiya (near 
farm and just behind old Marina West 
Office). 19/11/17. 39975151

Tripoli

Libya’s U.N.-backed 
government said yesterday 

it was investigating reports of 
African migrants being sold as 
slaves and promised to bring 
the perpetrators to justice.

Footage broadcast by CNN 
appearing to show African 
migrants being traded in Libya 
sparked an international outcry 
and protests in Europe and 
Africa.

“There have been direct 
instructions issued to form an 
investigative committee so as 
to uncover the truth and to 

capture the wrongdoers, and 
those responsible, and put 
them before the judiciary,” 
Libyan Interior Minister Aref 
al-Khodja told journalists in 
Tripoli.

“We are now currently 
waiting for the results of the 
investigations which I believe 
are coming to a close.”

The CNN video showed 
what it said was an auction of 
men offered to Libyan buyers 
as farmhands and sold for 
$400, appearing to confirm 
earlier reports of the existence 
of markets for trading migrants 

in Libya. Many Libyans reacted 
with anger to the outcry, with 
some pointing to a European 
push to stop migrants from 
crossing the Mediterranean 
to Italy that activists say has 
resulted in a worsening of 
conditions for migrants inside 
Libya. 

The U.N. Libya mission 
said on Wednesday it was 
“actively pursuing the matter 
with the Libyan authorities to 
set up transparent monitoring 
mechanism that safeguards 
migrants against horrific human 
rights abuses”. (Reuters)

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Joel Indrupati

Wide Angle

In the late 80s and early 90s in India, when cars were distant 
dreams for many, if your family purchased a scooter called 

‘Bajaj Chetak’, it meant you have finally reached the ‘middle 
class’.

Based on the Vespa Sprint model, it was manufactured in 
India by Bajaj under license from the Italian company Vespa.

Yes. It was the same Vespa that the handsome Gregory 
Peck drives all over Rome, with the beautiful Audrey Hepburn 
holding him from behind, in the Hollywood classic ‘Roman 
Holiday’.

Though they had not seen that movie, many soon-to-be 
brides in India dreamily hoped to win a husband who owns 
a ‘Chetak’.

They knew that, sitting sideways, resplendent in their bright 
saris, they could then curl their arms around husbands’ waists, 
and coyly dodge the envious stares of non-Chetak couples, 
when they whizzed past them.

The brand ‘Chetak’ was actually based on the famous war 
horse of the great Indian Rajput warrior, Maha Rana Pratap 
Singh. 

The faithfulness of the horse called Chetak was legendary, 
just as the faithfulness of the scooter called Chetak had become 
legendary, thanks to the sturdy and reliable performances of 
both.

Sadly, the brand ‘Chetak’ died an unfortunate death, a few 
years ago. It was brutally run over by newer motorbikes, with 
newer brand names.

The newer, trendier, jeans-clad, or salwar-clad woman of 
India today would rather have her man, zoom her away on a 
stylish motorbike. Not a scooter.

The motorbikes should have modish names like Pulsar, 
Discover, Dazzler or Stunner. And, she is actually okay with 
these bikes, only if he cannot afford a car.

The old war horse, the real ‘Chetak’ had died an unfortunate 
death too - in the Battle of Haldighati of 1576 AD – during 
a huge skirmish between the brave Rajput king Maharana 
Pratap Singh and the troops of Moghul emperor Akbar.

‘Copenhagen’ too was a famous war horse. He belonged to 
UK’s first Duke of Wellington. It was on this horse that the 
duke famously rode at the Battle of Waterloo.

So, Napoleon’s defeat, to a large extent, can be indirectly 
attributed to the speed and agility of this great equine specimen.

As an offspring of a mixed thoroughbred and one of 
Arabian parentage, Copenhagen lived a perilous life, but died 
a natural death - as an old war horse - after retirement.

Many people do not know, however, that the rider of 
‘Copenhagen,’ who defeated Napoleon in 1815 at Waterloo, 
was the same man who defeated Tippu Sultan earlier in 1799, 
at Seringapatam, near Mysore, in India.   His earlier name? 
Lord Arthur Wellesley.

‘Bucephalus’ was the war horse of Alexander the Great. 
Though many people know Alexander also as Iskandar or 
Sikandar, they do not know the name of the powerful horse 
that made his master famous.

Historical accounts say that a horse dealer sold this once 
completely “untamable” horse to Alexander’s father, King 
Philip II of Macedonia.

Alexander, who was only thirteen, spoke softly to 
Bucephalus, and rode him slowly towards the sun - so that 
the horse cannot see his own shadow, which was causing him 
great distress – and thereby went on to tame the horse, for 
himself.

After many battles, Bucephalus died in the Battle of the 
Hydaspes (in June 326 BC) which took place in what is 
modern day Pakistan. He was buried at Jalalpur Sharif, in 
Jhelum district. And Alexander apparently named a city after 
his horse.

So, through cities and scooters, some old war horses live on. 
And, even if the cities and scooters don’t, names of some war 
horses should remain immortal.

Of Scooters and War 
Horses

ANGELICA - Female Himalayan, 1 yr, 
recently shaved, tip of tail slightly 
bent, escaped from home as in heat, 
not wearing collar or ID tag, Ras Al 
Roman (Manama - near La Fontaine 
Contemporary Art Museum/Rugby 
Club/Al Raja School), 20/10/17. 
39421009

RITA - Gone missing same time as 
SHATZO, Female Shih Tzu, 1.5 yrs, very 
friendly, recently shaved, wearing red 
collar - no ID tag, escaped from home 
(may be stolen), Zayed Town (block 
720), 20/10/17. 36061716

Libya  
probing 
‘slave 
market’ 
reports

Russia likely 
to reduce 
troops in 

Syria soon
Sochi

The size of Russia’s 
military force in Syria 

is likely to be significantly 
reduced and a drawdown 
could start before the end 
of the year, the chief of the 
Russian military general staff 
said on Thursday.

Russia’s military support 
of Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, notably through air 
strikes, has been crucial in 
defeating Islamic State and 
Syrian opposition forces.

“There is very little left 
to do before the completion 
of military objectives. 
Of course, a decision will 
be made by the supreme 
commander-in-chief and the 
deployment will be reduced,” 
Valery Gerasimov told 
reporters on the sidelines of 
a meeting between President 
Vladimir Putin and military 
top brass in the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi.

Gerasimov said 
forces would likely be 
“substantially” reduced but 
leave Russia with two military 
bases, a ceasefire-monitoring 
center and “a number of 
necessary structures to 
support the situation which 
has developed” in Syria. 
(Reuters)

Libyan Navy boat with migrants on 
board arrives at navy base in Tripoli, 
Libya


