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On the auspicious occasion of the 
double happiness of the Islamic New 

Year and the coming Chinese traditional 
Mid-Autumn Festival, on behalf of the 
Chinese Embassy in Bahrain, I would 
like to extend my sincere greetings and 
best wishes to all the Bahraini friends 
and Chinese nationals in Bahrain.

Firstly, Mid-Autumn Festival marks 
the season of harvest. In 2017, the 
Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China with Comrade Xi 
Jinping as the core, has promoted the 
coordinated development of the “Four 
Comprehensives” to accomplish a 
moderately prosperous society, deepen 
reform, advance rule of law, strengthen 
strict Party governance, and chart the 
course for conducting major-country 
diplomacy with Chinese features, which 
make new and great contribution to 
realize the Chinese dream of national 
renewal and achieve lasting peace and 
common development of the world. 

In the first half of this year, China’s 
economy grew by 6.9% and accounted 
for over 30% of world economic 
increment. China continues to remain 
the world’s second largest economy, first 
biggest foreign exchange reserve country 
and second biggest outbound investment 
country. 

In May, China hosted the Belt and Road 
Forum for International Cooperation in 
Beijing. All the honored guests of 29 
presidents and premiers and over 1500 
representatives from 130 countries and 
70 international organizations have made 
common consensus on development 
strategic synergy in keeping with the 
principle of extensive consultation, 
joint contribution and shared benefits, 
which will continue to work for bigger 
progress in the Belt and Road Initiative 
to enhance policy coordination, facilities 
connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial 
integration and people-to-people bond. 

The 9th BRICS Summit and Dialogue 
of Emerging Market and Developing 
Countries which just successfully 
concluded in Xiamen, China, reviewed 
the BRICS cooperation of the past 
decade, mapped out a blueprint for its 
future development and set sail on a new 
journey of second “Golden Decade” of 
BRICS cooperation. The new proposed 
“BRICS+” model will lend a strong 
impetus to deepening South-South 
cooperation and global development 
cooperation.

Currently, China is experiencing and 
undergoing the most prosperous and 
flourishing development. China has 
never been so close to the center of the 
world stage, so close to fulfilling the 
Chinese dream of national renewal, so 
confident and able to realize this goal. 

China is always ready to joint hands 
with all the people in the world to realize 
mutual benefit and win-win result and 
build a human community with shared 
destiny.

Secondly, Mid-Autumn Festival 
represents the season of reunion. 
Friendship between China and Bahrain 
dates back to ancient times and old 
Silk Road. Since the establishment 
of diplomatic ties of 28 years, our 
bilateral relations have kept favorable 
momentum of development. The 
high-level exchanges have become 
more frequent, mutual trust has been 
constantly strengthened, economic 
cooperation has been greatly promoted, 
cultural and educational exchanges 
have achieved great success. China and 
Bahrain have become a friendly partner 
of mutual understanding and trust, a 
cooperative partner of win-win result 
and a respectable partner of learning 
from each other and mutual benefit.

I do believe that the comprehensive 
cooperation between China and Bahrain 
is bound to face great and historical 
opportunity, especially with the 
integration and implementation of the 
Belt and Road Initiative and Bahrain’s 
Economic Vision 2030, and our bilateral 
relations will have more beautiful 
prospects!

All the Chinese nationals in Bahrain 
are the witnesses and contributors 
of the bilateral friendship and 
cooperation. The Chinese Embassy and 
all the Chinese nationals in Bahrain 
will unite up to make great efforts 
to promote the economic and social 
development of Bahrain and write the 
new chapter for our bilateral relations.

Thirdly, Mid-Autumn Festival 
symbolizes the season of new hope. 
The 19th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China will convene 
on 18 October in Beijing. The congress 
is a very important meeting to be held 
when China is striving for its final 
victory for achieving a moderately 
prosperous society in an all-round way, 
and at a critical time for the development 
of socialist with Chinese characteristics. 
China’s domestic and foreign policy will 
definitely keep stable and countinious. 
The congress will thoroughly examine 
the current international and domestic 
situation, take into account the new 
requirements for the development of 
the Party and the country as well as new 
expectations from the people, and draw 
out guidelines and policies that respond 
to the call of the times, to achieve the 
final victory of building a moderately 
prosperous society in an all-round way 
and to create new prospect for socialism 
with Chinese characteristics!

QI Zhenhong, Chinese Ambassador to Bahrain
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Build a Community of Shared Future 
for Mankind and Realize Mutual 

Benefit and Win-win Result

Saudi marks 
national day
with fireworks 
and concerts

Hundreds of women thronged a sports 
stadium for the first time to mark Saudi 
Arabia’s national day, celebrated across the 
kingdom with a raucous display of concerts, 
folk dance and fireworks.
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Bahrain Television celebrated 
the anniversary of the founding 

of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
with great fanfare yesterday, 
dedicating its programmes to its 
87th National Day. Special tributes 
were paid to the two neighbouring 
countries highlighting fraternity 
and friendship. Patriotic 
songs were played lauding the 
achievements of Saudi Arabia 
since it was established by King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, the founder of 
the Kingdom. 

The programmes  highlighted 
the progress of Saudi Arabia into a 

Kingdom with its special standing 
among Arab and Muslim countries 
and its advanced international 
status. The myriad aspects of life in 
Saudi Arabia were also portrayed 
in the programmes.

Saudi anchors were brought in to 
present some of the programmes, a 
gesture that indicated the depth of 
the media cooperation between the 
two kingdoms. 

Officials interviewed on Bahrain 
Television praised the advances 
accomplished by Saudi Arabia in 
several fields and the prosperity 
enjoyed by the people.

On Friday, Minister of 
Information Affairs Ali bin 

Mohammed Al Romaihi hailed 
in a statement to Saudi Press 
Agency the pivotal role of Saudi 
Arabia in serving Islam and 
championing the Arab and Islamic  
causes.

“Saudi Arabia is a pioneering 
model for regional and 
international peace, security 
and stability, led by Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,” 
Al Romaihi said. The minister 
paid tributes to late monarch King 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, who laid the 
foundations of a modern state with 
a spiritual stature in the heart of 
the Arab and Islamic nations.

Bahrain TV celebrates National Day
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Riyadh

With iconic buildings bathed in green light and 
planned cultural shows, concerts and fireworks, 

Saudi Arabia geared up to celebrate the anniversary of 
the founding of the kingdom yesterday.

Car stereos blared patriotic songs as citizens began 
racing through the streets of the capital Riyadh at 

midnight in cars bedecked with the national flag to 
mark the annual event in the kingdom, founded 

in the 1930s.
“On this great occasion, we feel that 

the kingdom has become an important 
state with a pioneering role at the regional 

and international levels,” Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman said in a speech 
cited by the official Saudi Press Agency.

  “What our country is witnessing today 
is due to the continuation by King Salman 
of what has been done by the former kings 
of this country of giving, goodness and 
development as well as efforts to serve 
Islam and support Muslims,” he said.

The 32-year-old prince is set to be the 
first millennial to occupy the throne in 

a country where half the population is 
under 25, though the timing of his ascension 

remains unknown.
“The kingdom is an active member in the 

G20, the world’s strongest 20 economies, 
and is keen to achieve the kingdom’s Vision 

2030 that represents the beginning of a new 
phase of hard work for a better future, 

with the same Islamic values,” Prince 
Mohammed said in his speech.

The Crown Prince also reiterated 
the Kingdom’s resolve to root out 

terrorism and extremism. “Under the leadership of 
King Salman, this country has affirmed its right to 
uphold the truth and commitment to its principles to 
achieve justice as well as its quest for the achievement 
of regional security and world peace.”

The kingdom’s General Entertainment Authority is 
hosting 27 events across 17 cities to celebrate national 
day, including concerts, laser shows and firework 
displays.

Celebrations with the motto of “Strengthening 
Social Bonds,” began on Thursday and will run 
through Monday in Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, Hail, 
Alkhobar, Jazan, Abha, Onaiza, Tabuk, Sakaka, Jubail, 
Yanbu, Hafr Al-Batain, Hofuf, Madinah and Najran.

The festivities are part of a government bid to 
boost national pride and improve the quality of life 
for Saudis.

The main highlight will be a cultural event at the 
King Fahd stadium in Riyadh, where women have 
been invited for the first time to attend celebrations 
with their families, opening up a previously male-
only venue. The presence of women at the King 
Fahd stadium marks a departure from previous 
celebrations in the Gulf kingdom where they 
are effectively barred from sports arenas by 
strict rules.

Women were allowed to enter the 
stadium, a previously male-only venue 
used mostly for football matches, with 
their families and seated separately 
from single men to watch a musical 
show and a play on Saudi history.

“We hope in the future that there 
will be no restrictions on our entrance 
to the stadium,” Um Abdulrahman, a 
woman from the northwestern city of 

Tabuk, told AFP.
As a swell of enthusiastic women cheering swept 

through the stadium, with a few wearing colourful wigs 
on top of their veils, some Saudi men on social media 
lauded their participation as a “historic” moment.

“Looks like women bought all the tickets!” one 
Saudi man quipped on Twitter.

The General Entertainment Authority, the 
government agency organizing the National Day 
festivities, expects some 1.5 million Saudis to attend 
events in 17 cities over four days.

Saudi chefs in the Red Sea city of Jeddah broke the 
Guinness world record for baking the biggest marble 
cake -- with green icing -- to mark national day, the 
government said. (Agencies)

A Saudi boy flashes the victory gesture while carrying a flag bearing the image of the king
Saudi families sit in a stadium to attend an 
event in the capital Riyadh 
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His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minister, 
has sent a cable of congratulations 
to the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud on the 
National Day of Saudi Arabia.

HRH the Crown Prince wished 
King Salman abundant health, happiness and long life, and 
further progress and prosperity to the brotherly Saudi people. 

The Crown Prince sent a similar congratulatory cable to the 
Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy Premier and Defence Minister, 
HRH Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud.
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His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa yesterday sent 
a cable of congratulations to the 
Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy 
Premier and Defence Minister, 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud on the National 
Day of Saudi Arabia, expressing 
pride in the great role played by  
Saudi, under the leadership of 

the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, to enhance joint Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) action. HRH Premier wished the Saudi Crown Prince 
abundant health and happiness, and the brotherly Saudi 
people further progress and prosperity.
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His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al 

Khalifa sent a cable of 
congratulations to the 
Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud on the occasion of 
Saudi Arabia’s National 
Day.

HM the King 
expressed his best wishes 
of health, happiness and 

long life to King Salman and of further progress and prosperity 
to the people of Saudi Arabia, under his wise leadership.
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