
Like so many of its rivals, 
Volkswagen is in the midst of 

ramping up its EV game. What 
may very well set it apart is the 
prototype with which it aims to 
stake its claim.

Unveiled today in Alès, France 
– home to its highly accomplished 
driver – the new VW I.D. R Pikes 
Peak racer is set to tackle the 
famous Race to the Clouds.

To get there, the German 
automaker has devised a racing 
prototype that it claims is quicker 
off the line than an F1 car. 2.25 
seconds is all it takes to hit 62 
miles per hour (100 km/h) from 
a standstill.

That  mind-bending 
performance comes courtesy of 
an electric powertrain capable of 
producing 
6 8 0 

horsepower 
(500 kW) and 881 lb-ft (650 
Nm) of torque. That’d be enough 
to motivate most road-going 
supercars, but the ID R weighs 
much less: under 1,100 kilograms 
(2,425 lbs), according to the 
manufacturer.

The Lamborghini Huracan 
Performante, by comparison, 
weighs nearly a thousand pounds 
more, packs 40 fewer horses, and 
over 200 fewer lb-ft of torque. And 
that street-legal supercar managed 
a sub-7-minute lap time at the 
Nürburgring Nordschleife.

Showcasing VW’s Electric 
Technology
“Volkswagen’s goal is to reach 
the pinnacle of electromobility 
with the I.D. family. As such, 

Volkswagen’s involvement on 
Pikes Peak not only sets 

the trend for our future 
in motorsport, but is 
also of great symbolic 

significance in 
the truest 

sense,” 
s a i d 

V o l k s w a g e n 
R&D chief Dr. Frank 

Welsch. “Customers have always 
benefitted from the findings made 
in motorsport, and we expect 
to take these findings and use 
them as a valuable impetus for 
the development of future I.D. 
models. The hill climb on Pikes 
Peak will definitely be a real acid 
test for the electric drive.”

The task of driving the 
lightweight, high-powered 
machine falls to one Romain 
Dumas. The French driver not 
only won the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
for sister-company Porsche, but 
has claimed three victories at 
Pikes Peak.

“As with the Volkswagen 
brand’s production vehicles, fully-
electric racing cars will also play 
an increasingly important role 
for us in the future,” said VW 
Motorsport director Sven Smeets. 
“The cooperation within the group 
really helped us, particularly given 
the tight schedule. For example, 
we received support from the 
Volkswagen battery plant in 
Braunschweig and worked 
together with the technical 
development department in 
Wolfsburg.” (carscoops)
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Toyota is deep in a product “renaissance,” executives say, 
thanks to a new global platform that is remaking its cars 

and crossovers from the ground up. And that rebirth has 
come just in time for a couple of its fading car nameplates.
Fresh versions of the Avalon sedan reach dealers in May, and 
the Corolla hatchback is slated for the summer. Both vehicles 
move onto the Toyota New Global Architecture and get a 
complete overhaul with bolder styling and better performance. 
Both vehicles also get sport versions with real hardware 
changes, effectively expanding the Avalon and 
Corolla families. (autonews)

This is the Volvo S90 Ambience concept. Revealed ahead 
of its debut at the Beijing Motor Show, the concept uses 

visuals, sounds and scents inside the car to build on the idea of 
luxury. The concept is based on a top-spec, three-seat version 

of the S90 saloon. It does away with the front passenger 
seat to create more space for those travelling in the 

back. It’s controlled through a smartphone 
app, which allows those inside to 

select the ‘visual’ element 
Volvo has worked on. 

(autoexpress)

Volvo S90 Ambience concept revealed Toyota looks to advance with reworked cars

Original 
Ford Bullitt 
Mustang on 

display at 
Washington

An original 1968 Ford Mustang from 
Bullitt is currently on display in a special 

glass box in the capital of the United States.
This particular Bullitt Mustang is one of 

just two units used in the film and was sold 
to a private buyer.

Until recently, Sean Kiernan had the 
iconic pony car stored in his Tennessee 
garage. Two years ago, he contacted Ford 
and had the vehicle authenticated by Kevin 
Marti, a man who has a database for every 
Ford built since 1967. The world got to see 
the Mustang at this year’s Detroit Auto Show

Volkswagen 
reveals 

ID R Pikes 
Peak racer 


