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In a bid to reduce accidents 
at junctions, traffic signals 

will flash five times before 
turning red to alert oncoming 
motorists.

The new system was 
approved by the Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee in the 
House of Representatives 
yesterday.

It follows a proposal 
submitted last year by MP 
Mohammed Al Maarifi and 

four other MPs, hoping to 
reduce traffic accidents and 
violations at intersections.

According to the proposal, 
traffic signals at the main 
intersections in the Kingdom 
would be adjusted to “blink” 
five times before turning red to 
notify approaching drivers that 
they have to stop soon.

Al Maarifi told DT News 
earlier that “the traffic signals 
systems in the kingdom need 
to be updated by implementing 
new techniques that aim at 
reducing accidents and traffic 

violations at crossroads”.
He affirmed that his 

proposal would reduce the 
number of accidents caused by 
the sudden stopping of drivers 
when traffic signals turn from 
green to yellow.

The committee ’s 
endorsement yesterday is 
considered as one the final 
stages of approving the 
proposal, which was passed 
by the Cabinet on August 14, 
2017.

Committee Deputy 
Chairman Khalifa Al Ghanim 

said in a statement released 
here yesterday that committee 
members reviewed the proposal 
with Interior Ministry, Works, 
Municipalities Affairs and 
Urban Planning Ministry 
and the Public Utilities and 
Environment Committee in 
the Council.

The Council of 
Representatives will soon vote 
on the proposal after discussing 
it with the representatives of 
the ministries during one of 
their upcoming regular weekly 
sessions.
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA) has expressed its 

disappointment over the false 
information contained in the 
US Department of State’s 2017 
report on human rights in 
Bahrain as well as its disregard 
of the progress made by Bahrain 
in promoting and protecting 
human rights.

“The report includes names 
of some individuals involved 
in criminal cases and refers 
to them as political or human 
rights activists despite that 
they have been convicted of 

crimes punishable by law and 
sat for a series of trials that 
offered all litigation guarantees, 
including the right to defense 
and independent judiciary,” the 
MoFA said.

“What is also regrettable is 
that the report involves baseless 
allegations, both in legal terms 
and in reality, as the Kingdom 
respects rights and freedoms 
and provides all means and 
mechanisms of justice such as 
the Office of the Ombudsman, 
the Prisoners and Detainees 
Rights Commission (PDRC), the 
Special Investigation Unit and 
the National Institute for Human 

Rights,” the MoFA said. “The 
report ignores the progressing 
democratic practices in Bahrain, 
including the legislative 
authority‘s practices, freedom of 
expression in various media, free 
activities of non-governmental 
organisations as well respect of 
other civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights as per the 
constitution, national legislation 
and international human rights 
conventions to which the 
Kingdom has committed itself,” 
the MoFA said. 

“The ministry hopes that 
in future such reports will be 
more fair and informed, and 

will obtain information from 
credible sources, institutions and 
stakeholders to be neutral and 
non-selective,” it said.

“We note the great efforts 
being made by all the authorities 
in the Kingdom to ensure human 
rights are respected and protected 
and are in conformity with the 
constitution,” the MoFA said, 
noting the Kingdom’s enjoyment 
of international community’s 
appreciation as evident in its 
election to the Committee 
on Non-Governmental 
Organisations of the Economic 
and Social Council,” the MoFA 
said.
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“The real problem between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran 

is not sectarian, as many were 
led to believe, but rather an 
ideological dispute dating back 
to ancient history between 
Persians and the Arabs,” Dr. 
Mohammed Al Sulami, Saudi 
expert on Iranian affairs and 
a researcher on Iranian-Arab 
political, cultural and social 
relations, said.

During a panel discussion on 
“Iran from a Saudi Perspective: 
Change and Continuity 
since 1979”, organised by the 
International Institute for 

Strategic Studies (IISS) on 
Sunday, Dr. Al Sulami pointed 
out that the role of religious 
leader Ruhollah Khomeini even 
before the Iranian Revolution 
of 1979 was to introduce the 
theocracy regime in Iran as he 
was in a higher political status, 
above the government itself.

This resulted in an imbalance 
in Iran’s external political 
relations, leading all countries 
into confusion between dealing 
with the Shah’s government 
and the revolutionary state led 
by Khomeini

“Because the government 
was unable to regulate its 
internal affairs firstly and the 

national security secondly, the 
overthrow of the regime by 
revolutionaries was easy,” he 
said.

He explained that the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
represent the actual and current 
policy of Iran, which has made 
Tehran interfere in the internal 
affairs of many countries in the 
region such as Bahrain, Yemen, 
and Iraq.

Dr. Al Sulami added 
regarding the revolutionary 
guards: “People think that it is 
a myth, but in reality it is not. It 
is their project which they have 
their own aims, their own goals 
to achieve in the region, and 

they work for it.”
“The inability of the Iranians 

to undermine the status of 
Jerusalem through Karbala 
is due to the eight-year Iran-
Iraq war, so they refrained 
from military intervention 
and turned to Umm Al Qura’s 
theory that states that Muslims 
should be convinced that Iran 
is the heart of the Muslim 
world,” he said. 

“However, this theory also 
failed by having Mecca as a 
holy destination.”

Dr. Al Sulami added that 
Saudi Arabia is facing another 
problem with Iran in the media 
level where Iran announces 

every time their initiatives 
to reconcile between them 
and other countries and then 
revokes the covenant and 
disregards these initiatives 
internally.

On the possibility of 
improving relations between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, Dr. 
Al Sulami said there was no 
problem in normalising 
relations with Iran if it changes 
its hostile behaviour and stops 
interfering in the affairs of our 
countries.

“We must pay attention 
to the problems and gaps in 
which the Iranian regime is 
implementing. We hope that 

the situation will improve 
with Iran, but I am not really 
optimistic,” he said.

Commenting on the Iranian 
role in Qatar’s crisis, he said 
that “In the current crisis, the 
Qatari-Iranian relations have 
become obvious.”

“The relationship between 
the two parties is not new, but 
it stands out whenever there is 
a crisis in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, and 
now Qatar is trying to use the 
Iranian card as an attempt to 
pressure the GCC and Egypt, 
but this will not work because 
who will be harmed is Qatar 
itself, “ Dr. Al Sulami said.
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Survey and Land Registration Bureau (SLRB) has 
signed an agreement with the United Kingdom 

Hydrographic Office (UKHO). 
SLRB Chairman Shaikh Salman bin Abdulla bin 

Hamad Al-Khalifa signed the deal, in the presence of 
British Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain Simon 
Martin.  Under the agreement, the hydrographic and 
marine geospatial maps issued in Bahrain would be 
promoted and sold worldwide. Training programmes 
would also be provided for Bahraini personnel in 
cartography. The two sides also exchanged data on 
developing Bahrain’s maritime maps, paving the way for 
their accreditation by the International Hydrographic 
Organization. 

 The accredited maps will bolster confidence and 
secure navigation from and to Bahrain. Bahrain and the 
UK signed the first edition of the cooperation agreement 
in 2000. The signing ceremony was attended by Foreign 
Ministry Undersecretary for International Affairs Dr. 
Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa, SLEB director-
general Naji Sabt and SRLB director Rashid Al-Suweidi. 

Marine cartography 
agreement signed


