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Advisor to His Majesty 
the King for Media 

Affairs Nabil Al-Hamar 
expelled Al-Jazeera 
correspondent from a 
seminar he participated in 
at the Arab Media Forum 
in Kuwait. 

Al Hamar refused 
to Al-Jazeera channel’s 
microphone to be placed at 
the seminar and asked the 
reporter to leave the hall 
where the event was held 
and said it is unhouroable  
to deal with Al Jazeera.

Jazeera scribe 
expelled from 
media forum
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Riyadh

Yemen’s armed Houthi 
militia fired two ballistic 

missiles at a Saudi Aramco 
facility in the southern city 
of Jizan yesterday, but both 
projectiles were destroyed, 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
said.

The Houthis’ Al-Masirah 
TV said they had targeted a 
port belonging to the Saudi 
state oil giant.

The two missiles were 
intercepted over Jizan and 
their debris fell on residential 
neighbourhoods, SPA said 
quoting the spokesman for 
the Saudi-led coalition.

“There were no casualties 
or damages recorded as of 
the time of (our) statement,” 
Colonel Turki Al Maliki said.

Aramco did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The company is building 
a 400,000-barrel-per-day 

refinery in Jizan, part of a new 
economic city on the Red Sea, 
and it is expected to become 
fully operational in 2019.

Militia under pressure
The new missile attack 

comes a day after Saudi 
air defences intercepted 

another ballistic missile 
fired by Yemeni rebels at 
the Kingdom’s southern 
border city of Najran, as pro-
government forces inflicted 
heavy losses on the rebels in 
south-west Yemen.

That missile was launched 
from Saada, the Houthi 

stronghold in northern 
Yemen, the coalition was 
cited as saying on Sunday.

The coalition said another 
missile crashed in a Saudi 
desert on Sunday, without 
specifying a location, adding 
that it caused no damage.

The Houthi militia has 

stepped up attacks on Saudi 
Arabia as their forces come 
under increasing pressure in 
Yemen, with Sunday’s missile 
attacks the latest in a series of 
rebel bombardments of Saudi 
territory.

Saudi forces said they 
intercepted a rebel ballistic 
missile targeting kingdom’s 
southern coastal city of Jazan 
last Friday.

Earlier this month, Saudi 
forces said they intercepted 
rebel ballistic missiles fired at 
Riyadh and the south of the 
Kingdom, where two drones 
were also shot down.

Saudi Arabia-led coalition 
has been fighting the Houthis 
since March 2015 to restore 
Yemen’s internationally 
recognised government 
to power. The Houthis are 
armed and supported by 
Iran. Nearly 10,000 people 
have since been killed in the 
conflict. - Reuters/Agencies

Missiles 
fired at 
Aramco 
facility 
destroyed

Top Houthi leader killed in raid
Riyadh

The political leader of 
Yemen´s Houthi militia, 

Saleh Ali Al-Sammad, has 
been killed in an air strike by 
the Saudi-led coalition, the 
Houthi militia announced 
yesterday.

 Al Arabiya sources said 
Sammad was killed in an 
air raid near the suburb 
of al-Buraihi, south of 
al-Hudaydah province.

Sammad headed the 
Houthi-led Supreme Political 

Council and was the second 
on the Arab Coalition’s list 
of wanted people in Yemen, 
after Abdel Malek Al-Houthi.

Sources who spoke to 
Al Arabiya said Sammad 
was under house arrest 
in the western coast of 
al-Hudaydah in recent weeks 
because of differences within 
the militias. – Al Arabia The 
coalition had previously 
offered $20 million reward 
for any information that led 
to his arrest.  -Al Arabiya

Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa 

sent a cable to President 
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani 
of Afghanistan extending 
condolences in Kabul 
suicide bombing.

Saleh Ali Al-Sammad
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‘Joint Gulf Shield 1’ success hailed
DT News Network
Manama

The Cabinet chaired by His Royal 
Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 

bin Salman Al Khalifa has lauded the success 
of the “Joint Gulf Shield 1” military drill, the 
closing ceremony of which was attended by 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

The ceremony was held recently in 
Saudi Arabia under the patronage of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, in the 
presence of senior officials from brotherly 
and friendly countries.

The Cabinet meeting held at Gudaibiya 
Palace yesterday was attended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy Premier. 

The Cabinet stressed that the Joint Gulf 
Shield drill would strengthen the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries in 
the security and military fields, as well 
as increase coordination and cooperation 
among the participating countries and 
enhance their readiness and preparedness 
to face challenges and threats to the region.

It also hailed the effective participation 

of the Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) in 
such a military gathering, and praised the 
high competence showcased by BDF’s 
servicemen throughout the drill. 

The Cabinet also welcomed the 
Kingdom’s election as member of the United 
Nations Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs), noting that the 
milestone affirms the confidence of the 
international community in the human 
rights achievements accomplished by 
Bahrain during the prosperous era of HM 
King Hamad, as well as in the honouring by 
Bahrain of its international commitments 
and pledges in the human rights field and 
the success of its diplomacy.

Arab summit
The session reviewed, through a report 

submitted by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the outcomes of the 29th Arab 
Summit “Al Quds Summit”, hosted by 
Saudi Arabia.

The Cabinet lauded the resolutions of 
the summit, highlighting their importance 
in enhancing Arab solidarity, strengthening 
joint Arab action and serving the just causes 
of the Arab Nation.

Draft law to protect rights 
of plant breeders approved
The Cabinet approved a new 

draft-law that protects the 
rights of those who produce 
new plant variety, discover or 
develop it by hybridisation 
or otherwise. The legislation 
would guarantee the plant 
breeder a 25-year protection 
for commercial production 
of trees and grapes and a 
20-year protection for other 
agricultural crops.

The bill stipulates that the new 

plant varieties are registered in 
the “Register of Plant Varieties” 
at the Plant Wealth Directorate 
of the ministry in charge of 
agriculture. 

The draft law also regulates 
the rights and duties of the 
development and production 
of new plant varieties, which 
should meet the requirements 
of novelty, distinction and 
homogeneity, as well as carry 
its own name.

Aiming to provide an 
opportunity for plant breeders 
to develop new varieties with 
high economic value and 
productivity and encourage 
investment in this area, the bill, 
highlighted in the presentations 
of Deputy Premier and 
Chairman of the Ministerial 
Committee for Legal Affairs 
and the Minister of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism, was 
referred to the Legislature.

HRH the Prime Minister yesterday gave directives to the relevant authorities to the build event 
halls across the Kingdom as per the stipulations to meet the citizens’ needs.

The session endorsed the establishment of a committee headed by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to follow up on the implementation of the projects and initiatives launched in coop-
eration with United Nations agencies and organisations.
The panel will ensure the compatibility of these projects and initiatives with the framework 
and priorities of the Government’s Action Plan and the Economic Vision for Bahrain 2030, as 
recommended by the Ministerial Committee For Legal Affairs and presented by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Chairman of the Committee.

The Cabinet discussed the registration of the Arab Union for voluntary Work (AUVW) in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
The AUVW, officially announced in May 2016 at the headquarters of the Arab League, includes 
a number of NGOs concerned with volunteering and aims to achieve cooperation among the 
voluntary bodies in the Arab countries, a memorandum, presented by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and referred to the Ministerial Committee for Legal Affairs, explained.

The session referred to the Legislative Branch a draft-law, drafted based on a proposal by the 
Council of Representatives, on amending Article 18 of the Civil Service Law promulgated by 
Decree-Law 48/2010, along with a memorandum explaining the government’s opinion on it.
The Cabinet discussed a proposal submitted by the Council of Representatives on allocating 
a land lot for an events hall in the Southern Governorate and another on allocating a build-
ing for a youth centre in Salmabad.
The session took the necessary decisions regarding the two proposals, as recommended by 
the Ministerial Committee for Legal Affairs, and highlighted in the memorandum presented 
by the Deputy Premier and committee chairman.

Cabinet decisions

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa and HRH Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa during the cabinet meeting held yesterday
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DT News Desk
Manama

In a bid to reduce accidents 
at junctions, traffic signals 

will flash five times before 
turning red to alert oncoming 
motorists.

The new system was 
approved by the Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee in the 
House of Representatives 
yesterday.

It follows a proposal 
submitted last year by MP 
Mohammed Al Maarifi and 

four other MPs, hoping to 
reduce traffic accidents and 
violations at intersections.

According to the proposal, 
traffic signals at the main 
intersections in the Kingdom 
would be adjusted to “blink” 
five times before turning red to 
notify approaching drivers that 
they have to stop soon.

Al Maarifi told DT News 
earlier that “the traffic signals 
systems in the kingdom need 
to be updated by implementing 
new techniques that aim at 
reducing accidents and traffic 

violations at crossroads”.
He affirmed that his 

proposal would reduce the 
number of accidents caused by 
the sudden stopping of drivers 
when traffic signals turn from 
green to yellow.

The committee ’s 
endorsement yesterday is 
considered as one the final 
stages of approving the 
proposal, which was passed 
by the Cabinet on August 14, 
2017.

Committee Deputy 
Chairman Khalifa Al Ghanim 

said in a statement released 
here yesterday that committee 
members reviewed the proposal 
with Interior Ministry, Works, 
Municipalities Affairs and 
Urban Planning Ministry 
and the Public Utilities and 
Environment Committee in 
the Council.

The Council of 
Representatives will soon vote 
on the proposal after discussing 
it with the representatives of 
the ministries during one of 
their upcoming regular weekly 
sessions.

Traffic signals to 
blink five times 
before turning red

DT News Network
Manama

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA) has expressed its 

disappointment over the false 
information contained in the 
US Department of State’s 2017 
report on human rights in 
Bahrain as well as its disregard 
of the progress made by Bahrain 
in promoting and protecting 
human rights.

“The report includes names 
of some individuals involved 
in criminal cases and refers 
to them as political or human 
rights activists despite that 
they have been convicted of 

crimes punishable by law and 
sat for a series of trials that 
offered all litigation guarantees, 
including the right to defense 
and independent judiciary,” the 
MoFA said.

“What is also regrettable is 
that the report involves baseless 
allegations, both in legal terms 
and in reality, as the Kingdom 
respects rights and freedoms 
and provides all means and 
mechanisms of justice such as 
the Office of the Ombudsman, 
the Prisoners and Detainees 
Rights Commission (PDRC), the 
Special Investigation Unit and 
the National Institute for Human 

Rights,” the MoFA said. “The 
report ignores the progressing 
democratic practices in Bahrain, 
including the legislative 
authority‘s practices, freedom of 
expression in various media, free 
activities of non-governmental 
organisations as well respect of 
other civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights as per the 
constitution, national legislation 
and international human rights 
conventions to which the 
Kingdom has committed itself,” 
the MoFA said. 

“The ministry hopes that 
in future such reports will be 
more fair and informed, and 

will obtain information from 
credible sources, institutions and 
stakeholders to be neutral and 
non-selective,” it said.

“We note the great efforts 
being made by all the authorities 
in the Kingdom to ensure human 
rights are respected and protected 
and are in conformity with the 
constitution,” the MoFA said, 
noting the Kingdom’s enjoyment 
of international community’s 
appreciation as evident in its 
election to the Committee 
on Non-Governmental 
Organisations of the Economic 
and Social Council,” the MoFA 
said.

US report on human 
rights flawed: MoFA

DT News Network
Manama

“The real problem between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran 

is not sectarian, as many were 
led to believe, but rather an 
ideological dispute dating back 
to ancient history between 
Persians and the Arabs,” Dr. 
Mohammed Al Sulami, Saudi 
expert on Iranian affairs and 
a researcher on Iranian-Arab 
political, cultural and social 
relations, said.

During a panel discussion on 
“Iran from a Saudi Perspective: 
Change and Continuity 
since 1979”, organised by the 
International Institute for 

Strategic Studies (IISS) on 
Sunday, Dr. Al Sulami pointed 
out that the role of religious 
leader Ruhollah Khomeini even 
before the Iranian Revolution 
of 1979 was to introduce the 
theocracy regime in Iran as he 
was in a higher political status, 
above the government itself.

This resulted in an imbalance 
in Iran’s external political 
relations, leading all countries 
into confusion between dealing 
with the Shah’s government 
and the revolutionary state led 
by Khomeini

“Because the government 
was unable to regulate its 
internal affairs firstly and the 

national security secondly, the 
overthrow of the regime by 
revolutionaries was easy,” he 
said.

He explained that the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
represent the actual and current 
policy of Iran, which has made 
Tehran interfere in the internal 
affairs of many countries in the 
region such as Bahrain, Yemen, 
and Iraq.

Dr. Al Sulami added 
regarding the revolutionary 
guards: “People think that it is 
a myth, but in reality it is not. It 
is their project which they have 
their own aims, their own goals 
to achieve in the region, and 

they work for it.”
“The inability of the Iranians 

to undermine the status of 
Jerusalem through Karbala 
is due to the eight-year Iran-
Iraq war, so they refrained 
from military intervention 
and turned to Umm Al Qura’s 
theory that states that Muslims 
should be convinced that Iran 
is the heart of the Muslim 
world,” he said. 

“However, this theory also 
failed by having Mecca as a 
holy destination.”

Dr. Al Sulami added that 
Saudi Arabia is facing another 
problem with Iran in the media 
level where Iran announces 

every time their initiatives 
to reconcile between them 
and other countries and then 
revokes the covenant and 
disregards these initiatives 
internally.

On the possibility of 
improving relations between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, Dr. 
Al Sulami said there was no 
problem in normalising 
relations with Iran if it changes 
its hostile behaviour and stops 
interfering in the affairs of our 
countries.

“We must pay attention 
to the problems and gaps in 
which the Iranian regime is 
implementing. We hope that 

the situation will improve 
with Iran, but I am not really 
optimistic,” he said.

Commenting on the Iranian 
role in Qatar’s crisis, he said 
that “In the current crisis, the 
Qatari-Iranian relations have 
become obvious.”

“The relationship between 
the two parties is not new, but 
it stands out whenever there is 
a crisis in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, and 
now Qatar is trying to use the 
Iranian card as an attempt to 
pressure the GCC and Egypt, 
but this will not work because 
who will be harmed is Qatar 
itself, “ Dr. Al Sulami said.

Problem with Iran is ideological, not sectarian, says Saudi scholar

DT News Network
Manama

Survey and Land Registration Bureau (SLRB) has 
signed an agreement with the United Kingdom 

Hydrographic Office (UKHO). 
SLRB Chairman Shaikh Salman bin Abdulla bin 

Hamad Al-Khalifa signed the deal, in the presence of 
British Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain Simon 
Martin.  Under the agreement, the hydrographic and 
marine geospatial maps issued in Bahrain would be 
promoted and sold worldwide. Training programmes 
would also be provided for Bahraini personnel in 
cartography. The two sides also exchanged data on 
developing Bahrain’s maritime maps, paving the way for 
their accreditation by the International Hydrographic 
Organization. 

 The accredited maps will bolster confidence and 
secure navigation from and to Bahrain. Bahrain and the 
UK signed the first edition of the cooperation agreement 
in 2000. The signing ceremony was attended by Foreign 
Ministry Undersecretary for International Affairs Dr. 
Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa, SLEB director-
general Naji Sabt and SRLB director Rashid Al-Suweidi. 

Marine cartography 
agreement signed
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Hainan today greets us with green mountains, blue ocean, 
gentle breeze and warm sunshine. In this beautiful 
season of spring, we gather here for the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Conference 2018. Such a gathering of 

friends, both old and new, is always a pleasant occasion, and to 
quote the lyrics of a Hainan folk song, “It has been a long time 
since we last met, and I hope it will be a long time before we have 
to part.” 
　　
Let me begin by extending, on behalf of the Chinese government 
and people and in my own name, sincere welcome to all 
the distinguished guests attending the Forum, and warm 
congratulations on the opening of the conference.
　　
 Since its inception, with a focus on Asia and a global perspective, 
the Boao Forum for Asia has hosted active discussions and 
produced many valuable “Boao proposals” that have helped build 
consensus in Asia, encourage cooperation, promote economic 
globalization and advance the building of a community with 
a shared future for mankind. The Forum has just had a major 
change of its Board of Directors this year and I wish to take 
this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to the outgoing 
members and warm congratulations to the new ones. 
　　
The theme of this year’s conference is “An Open and Innovative 
Asia for a World of Greater Prosperity”. It is in line with the trend of 
the times and reflects the expectation of all parties. I am sure your 
engaging discussions here will produce many insights. 
　　
There are certain historic occasions that empower us with the 
wisdom and strength to move forward. This year marks the 
40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up, and the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment of the Province and Special 
Economic Zone of Hainan. It is reform and opening-up that has 
given life and prosperity to Hainan, that has turned it from the 
once backward and remote island into one of China’s most open 
and dynamic regions, and that has enabled Hainan to achieve 
phenomenal social and economic growth. 
　　
Just like the radiance of the sun is reflected by a drop of water, 
the development of a country may be epitomized by an individual 
region. Hainan stands as an important historical witness to 
China’s reform and opening-up over the past four decades. 
　　
Thanks to the initiative of Mr. Deng Xiaoping, the Third Plenary 

Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 1978 marked the 
beginning of China’s historic journey of reform and opening-
up. Our endeavor started from rural areas to cities, from pilot 
programs to nationwide projects and from economic restructuring 
to the comprehensive deepening of reform. Reform and opening-
up over the past four decades has made great impacts on China. 
With united and determined efforts, the Chinese people have 
added a glorious chapter to the development epic of the country 
and the nation.  
　　
 — Over the last four decades, the Chinese people have significantly 
unleashed and enhanced productivity in China through hard work 
with an unyielding spirit. Heaven rewards those who work hard, 
and flowers in spring come to fruition in autumn. The focused 
endeavor in national development and unwavering commitment 
to reform and opening-up of the Chinese people have brought 
enormous changes to the country. China has grown into the 
world’s second largest economy, the largest industrial producer, 
the largest trader of goods, and the holder of the largest foreign 
exchange reserves. Over the past 40 years, China’s GDP has 
averaged an annual growth rate of around 9.5% in comparable 
prices and its foreign trade has registered an annual growth of 
14.5% in US dollar. The Chinese people have emerged from a life of 
shortages and poverty and are now enjoying abundant supply and 
a moderately prosperous life. According to current UN standards, 
more than 700 million Chinese people have been lifted out of 
poverty, accounting for more than 70% of the global total over the 
same period. 
　　
— Over the last four decades, the Chinese people have blazed a 
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics through determined 
exploration with a pioneering spirit. The Chinese people have 
both a keen awareness of national realities and a global vision. 
We champion independence and self-reliance while embracing 
openness and win-win cooperation. We uphold the socialist 
system while sticking to the direction of reform to develop the 
socialist market economy. As we “cross the river by feeling the 
stones”, we have strengthened top-level planning. We have studied 
new circumstances, addressed new problems as they emerge 
and summed up experience accordingly, thus blazing a path of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. The successful practice 
of the Chinese people is a proof that there is more than one 
path leading to modernization. With the right direction and with 
unremitting efforts, all roads will take us to Rome.
　　

— Over the last four decades, the Chinese people have kept forging 
ahead and demonstrated the strength of the nation through 
keeping pace with the progress of the times. Ours is a truth-seeking 
nation with an open mind. Our efforts to open up our minds have 
advanced side by side with our endeavor of reform and opening-up. 
Our search for new ideas and experiment of practices have been 
mutually reinforcing. Such is the great strength of a guiding vision. 
Ours is a nation that has courageously engaged in self-revolution 
and self-reform, constantly made improvements to the system 
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and kept overcoming 
institutional and systematic obstacles to development. Such is the 
great strength of institutional guarantee. Ours is an enterprising 
and pioneering nation with unprecedented motivation, initiative 
and creativity. Such is the great strength of the 1.3 billion Chinese 
people driving history forward as masters of their nation and real 
heroes.
　　
— Over the last four decades, the Chinese people have embraced 
the world with open arms and actively contributed our share to the 
world. Reform and opening-up is a great process that has seen 
China and the world achieve development and progress together. 
The Chinese people have made opening-up a fundamental national 
policy, pursued development with an open door, and accomplished 
a great transition from seclusion and semi-seclusion to all-round 
openness. In this process, China has lived up to its responsibility 
as a major country. From “bringing in” to “going global”, from 
WTO accession to the Belt and Road Initiative, China has made 
significant contribution to mitigating the Asian financial crisis and 
the global financial crisis. Contributing over 30% of global growth 
in recent years, China has become a key anchor and driver for the 
world economy and a positive force in advancing the noble cause 
of global peace and development.
　　
Today, the Chinese people can say with great pride that reform 
and opening-up, China’s second revolution if you like, has not only 
profoundly changed the country but also greatly influenced the 
whole world.
　　
An ancient Chinese classic teaches that heaven has its own 
law and those who embrace it will prosper. China’s reform 
and opening-up meets its people’s aspiration for development, 
innovation and a better life. It also meets the global trend toward 
development, cooperation and peace. As such, China’s reform and 
opening-up can and will be a great success!
　　

Keynote Speech by H.E. Xi Jinping  
President of the People’s Republic of China 
At the Opening of the Boao Forum
for Asia Annual Conference 2018 
Boao, 10 April 2018 

Openness for 
Greater Prosperity 
Innovation for 
a Better Future 
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Four decades of reform and opening-up has given us many 
valuable inspirations. The most important one is that for any 
country or nation to achieve rejuvenation, they must follow the 
logic of history and the trend of the times in their pursuit of 
progress and development.
　　
The world is undergoing a new round of major development, great 
change and profound readjustment. Humankind still faces many 
instabilities and uncertainties. The new round of technological 
and industrial revolution brings fresh opportunities and presents 
unprecedented challenges. In some countries and regions, people 
are still living in the shadow of war and conflict. A great many 
people, including the old, women and children, are suffering from 
hunger and poverty. Climate change and major communicable 
diseases remain formidable challenges. Humanity has a major 
choice to make between openness and isolation, and between 
progress and retrogression. 
　　
In this complex and changing world, where are we headed 
and where is the future of Asia? To answer these fundamental 
questions of our time, we must not let our vision be blocked by 
floating clouds. Instead, we must dispel the clouds to see the sun, 
as we say in Chinese, so as to have a keen grasp of the law of 
history and the trend of the world.
　　
We live at a time with an overwhelming trend toward peace and 
cooperation. In a world aspiring for peace and development, 
the cold-war and zero-sum mentality looks even more out of 
place. Putting oneself on a pedestal or trying to immune oneself 
from adverse developments will get nowhere. Only peaceful 
development and cooperation can truly bring win-win or all-win 
results.
We live at a time with an overwhelming trend toward openness 
and connectivity. Human history shows that openness leads 
to progress while seclusion leaves one behind. The world has 
become a global village where our interests are intertwined and 
our economic and social progress interconnected. To promote 
common prosperity and development in today’s world, we have 
no choice but to pursue greater connectivity and integrated 
development.
　　
We also live at a time with an overwhelming trend toward reform 
and innovation. A Chinese philosopher recognized as early as over 
2,500 years ago that one doesn’t have to follow a beaten path if 
he wishes to benefit the people and one doesn’t have to observe 
old conventions if he wishes to get things done. Reform and 
innovation are the fundamental driving force of human progress. 
Those who reject them will be left behind and assigned to the 
dustbin of history.
　　
To follow the trend of our times and advance the well-being of 
all people, I proposed the initiative to build a community with a 
shared future for mankind and I have since had many in-depth 
discussions with various parties. I am glad that this proposal has 
been welcomed and endorsed by a growing number of countries 
and their peoples. It has also been written into important UN 
documents. I hope that people around the world will work together 
toward this community with a shared future for mankind and 
make Asia and the world peaceful, tranquil, prosperous, open and 
beautiful. 
　　
— With the future in mind, we need to treat each other with respect 
and as equals. We should uphold the five principles of peaceful 
coexistence, respect the social system and development path 
independently chosen by each country, respect each other’s core 
interests and major concerns, and follow a new approach to state-
to-state relations featuring dialogue rather than confrontation, 
and partnership instead of alliance. We must refrain from seeking 
dominance and reject the zero-sum game. We must refrain from 
beggaring-thy-neighbor and reject power politics or hegemony 
with the strong bullying the weak. Instead, we must properly 
manage differences and work together for enduring peace. 
　　
— With the future in mind, we need to promote dialogue and 
share responsibility. We should act on the vision of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and firmly 
uphold the international order and system underpinned by the 
purposes and principles of the UN Charter. An integrated approach 
should be taken to counter traditional and non-traditional 
security challenges, and coordination should be enhanced both 
bilaterally and multilaterally. We must ensure that various security 
mechanisms coordinate with each other in an inclusive and 
complementary manner rather than undercut each other. This will 
lead us to universal and common security.
　　
— With the future in mind, we need to engage in cooperation 
for win-win results. We should stay committed to openness, 
connectivity and mutual benefits, build an open global economy, 
and reinforce cooperation within the G20, APEC and other 
multilateral frameworks. We should promote trade and investment 
liberalization and facilitation, uphold the multilateral trading 
system, and jointly foster new technologies, new industries 
and new forms and models of business. This way, we will 
make economic globalization more open, inclusive, balanced and 
beneficial to all. 

— With the future in mind, we need to uphold inclusiveness and 

seek harmony without uniformity. We must strengthen bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation in culture, education, tourism, youth, 
media, health, poverty reduction and other fields. We need to 
promote mutual learning among civilizations as it will help us build 
bridges of friendship, drive social progress, and safeguard peace 
for the region and beyond.
　　
— With the future in mind, we need to treat nature with respect 
and treasure our planet. It is important to have a vision of 
green, low-carbon and sustainable development, and respect, 
accommodate and protect nature. We need to increase exchanges 
and cooperation, share experience and jointly meet challenges in 
climate change, environment protection, energy conservation and 
emission reduction. We must pursue further progress along the 
path of sustainable development featuring increased production, 
higher living standards and healthy ecosystems so that our future 
generations can enjoy blue skies, clear water and lush mountains. 
　　
The 19th CPC National Congress held last October ushered 
socialism with Chinese characteristics into a new era and drew a 
blueprint for turning China into a great modern socialist country in 
all respects. This new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
marks a new chapter in China’s rejuvenation and its effort for 
shared prosperity with the rest of the world.    
　　
Each age and generation have their own challenges and missions. 
China has come a long way, but it has to overcome new challenges 
on its way ahead. In this new era, the Chinese nation will continue 
to improve itself through reform. We will stay committed to 
advancing reform in all respects, and prevail over whatever 
challenges that may lie ahead. We will tackle longstanding 
problems with courage and resolve, and break the impediments of 
vested interests to see the reform through. The Chinese people will 
continue to take bold steps in innovation to boost development. 
Following the people-centered development philosophy and the 
new development vision, we will modernize our economic system, 
deepen the supply-side structural reform, and implement at a 
faster pace the strategies of innovation-driven development, 
rural revitalization and coordinated regional development. We 
will continue to work on targeted poverty alleviation and promote 
social equity and justice to give our people a greater sense of 
fulfillment, happiness, and security. The Chinese people will 
continue to increase openness and expand cooperation. We will 
stay committed to the strategy of opening-up for win-win results. 
We will pay equal attention to “bringing in” and “going global”, and 
break new ground in opening China further through links running 
eastward and westward, across land and over sea. We will adopt 
policies to promote high-standard liberalization and facilitation of 
trade and investment, and explore the opening of free trade ports 
with Chinese characteristics. The Chinese people will continue 
to work together with the rest of the world and make greater 
contribution to humanity. China will stick to the path of peaceful 
development, actively pursue global partnerships, firmly support 
multilateralism, and take an active part in reforming the global 
governance system. By doing so, we will be able to build a new 
type of international relations and promote a community with a 
shared future for mankind.   
　　
No matter how much progress China has made in development,   
China will not threaten anyone else, attempt to overturn the 
existing international system, or seek spheres of influence. China 
will stay as determined as ever to build world peace, contribute to 
global prosperity and uphold the international order.   
　　
A comprehensive study of world development trajectories shows 
that economic globalization is an irreversible trend of our times. 
In line with this conclusion, I emphasized in my report to the 
19th CPC National Congress that China will continue to adhere 
to its fundamental national policy of opening-up and pursue 
development with its door wide open. I wish to make it clear to 
all that China’s door of opening-up will not be closed and will only 
open even wider!   
　　
What has happened proves that opening-up was key to China’s 
economic growth over the past 40 years and in the same vein, 
high-quality development of China’s economy in the future can 
only be achieved with greater openness. Opening-up is a strategic 
decision made by China based on its need for development as 
well as a concrete action taken by China to move economic 
globalization forward in a way that benefits people across the 
world.   
　　
China will adopt the following major measures to pursue further 
opening:   
　　
First, we will significantly broaden market access. A number of 
landmark measures are to be launched this year. On services, 
financial services in particular, important announcement was 
made at the end of last year on measures to raise foreign equity 
caps in the banking, securities and insurance industries. We will 
ensure that these measures are materialized and at the same time 
make more moves toward further opening, including accelerating 
the opening-up of the insurance industry, easing restrictions on 
the establishment of foreign financial institutions in China and 
expanding their business scope, and opening up more areas of 
cooperation between Chinese and foreign financial markets. 
On manufacturing, we have basically opened up this sector 

with a small number of exceptions on automobiles, ships and 
aircraft. Now these industries are also in a position to open up. 
Going forward, we will ease as soon as possible foreign equity 
restrictions in these industries, automobiles in particular.
　　
Second, we will create a more attractive investment environment. 
Investment environment is like air, and only fresh air attracts more 
investment from the outside. China relied mainly on providing 
favorable policies for foreign investors in the past, but now we 
will have to rely more on improving the investment environment. 
We will enhance alignment with international economic and 
trading rules, increase transparency, strengthen property rights 
protection, uphold the rule of law, encourage competition and 
oppose monopoly. We established a host of new agencies such 
as the State Administration for Market Regulation as part of a 
major readjustment of government institutions this past March, 
the purpose of which is to remove the systematic and institutional 
obstacles that prevent the market from playing a decisive role in 
resources allocation and enable the government to better play its 
role. In the first six months of this year, we will finish the revision 
of the negative list on foreign investment and implement across 
the board the management system based on pre-establishment 
national treatment and negative list.
　　
Third, we will strengthen protection of intellectual property rights 
(IPR). This is the centerpiece of the system for improving property 
rights protection, and it would provide the biggest boost to 
the competitiveness of the Chinese economy. Stronger IPR 
protection is the requirement of foreign enterprises, and even 
more so of Chinese enterprises. This year, we are re-instituting 
the State Intellectual Property Office to strengthen the ranks of 
its officers, step up law enforcement, significantly raise the cost 
for offenders and fully unlock the deterrent effect of relevant laws. 
We encourage normal technological exchanges and cooperation 
between Chinese and foreign enterprises, and protect the lawful 
IPR owned by foreign enterprises in China. At the same time, we 
hope foreign governments will also improve protection of Chinese 
IPR. 
　　
Fourth, we will take the initiative to expand imports. Domestic 
demand is the fundamental driving force for China’s economic 
development, and it is an essential requirement for us to meet 
the people’s ever-growing need for a better life. China does not 
seek trade surplus; we have a genuine desire to increase imports 
and achieve greater balance of international payments under the 
current account. This year, we will significantly lower the import 
tariffs for automobiles and reduce import tariffs for some other 
products. We will import more products that are competitive 
and needed by our people. We will seek faster progress toward 
joining the WTO Government Procurement Agreement. We hope 
developed countries will stop imposing restrictions on normal 
and reasonable trade of high-tech products and relax export 
controls on such trade with China. This November, we will hold 
the first China International Import Expo in Shanghai. It is not just 
another expo in an ordinary sense, but a major policy initiative 
and commitment taken of our own accord to open up the Chinese 
market. Friends from around the world are welcome to participate 
in the Expo. 
　　
I wish to emphasize that with regard to all those major initiatives 
of opening-up that I have just announced, we have every intention 
to translate them into reality, sooner rather than later. We want 
the outcomes of our opening-up efforts to deliver benefits as soon 
as possible to all enterprises and people in China and around the 
world. I am confident that with these efforts, China’s financial 
sector will be much more competitive, our capital market will 
continue to enjoy healthy development, the building of a system 
of modern industries will be accelerated, our market environment 
will be greatly improved, and intellectual property rights will be 
effectively protected. In short, China will enter a new phase of 
opening-up.
　　
Five years ago, I put forward the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Since then, more than 80 countries and international organizations 
have signed cooperation agreements with China. The BRI may 
be China’s idea, but its opportunities and outcomes are going 
to benefit the world. China has no geopolitical calculations, 
seeks no exclusionary blocs and imposes no business deals on 
others. It must be pointed out that as the BRI is a new initiative, 
it is perfectly natural for there to be different views. As long 
as the parties embrace the principle of extensive consultation, 
joint contribution and shared benefits, we can surely enhance 
cooperation and resolve differences. This way, we can make the 
BRI the broadest platform for international cooperation in keeping 
with the trend of economic globalization and to the greater benefit 
of all our peoples.
　　
As a Chinese saying goes, “A mountain is formed by accumulation 
of earth and an ocean is formed by accumulation of water.” 
Happiness and a bright future will not appear automatically; 
success only favors those with courage and perseverance. Let us 
dedicate ourselves to openness and win-win outcomes, be brave to 
change and break new ground, and keep striving for a community 
with a shared future for mankind and a better tomorrow for Asia 
and the world!
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A New Approach 
to Peace

Miroslav Lajčák

By Invitation

When the United Nations was created, its founders 
envisioned a different kind of world.

A world in which disputes were resolved in meeting 
rooms and not battlefields. A world in which wars were 
stopped before they broke out. A world that didn’t wait for 
lives to be lost before springing into action.

But violent conflicts are on the rise in many parts of the 
world today. They’re becoming more drawn out, complex 
and deadly.  Civilians are no longer killed in cross-fire; they 
are now the targets of direct attacks. We are also seeing an 
unprecedented number of people leaving their homes, out 
of fear and desperation.

And that is why the UN needs a new approach to peace.
I will convene a High-Level Meeting on Peacebuilding 

and Sustaining Peace in New York on 24 and 25 April. 
It will bring world leaders together to focus on conflict 
prevention, mediation, dialogue and diplomacy. This is 
part of a wider effort by UN Member States to help our 
Organisation do better at fostering peace.

And when I say peace, I’m talking about the kind of peace 
that can be taken for granted. The kind of peace that won’t 
disappear at the next election cycle. The kind of peace that 
is measured not in months or years, but in generations.

This is what we call “Sustaining Peace”. And this is what 
we should be working for – rather than scrambling for 
solutions, once conflict has broken out. 

Some might say that true lasting peace is impossible in 
certain parts of the world. But it is not. I have seen this 
firsthand. When Montenegro split from Serbia, peace was 
not a given. In fact, some people were predicting serious 
violence. But through intense diplomatic efforts, and real 
political will, peace persevered. And it has lasted – with no 
signs that it will waver in the future. 

Last month, I travelled to western Colombia and was 
inspired to see indigenous communities working with 
the UN to build peace through strengthening social 
bonds. I was inspired to see villagers, some of whom had 
suffered through more than 50 years of war, excited about 
their futures. One woman told me about her people’s 
determination not to slide back into conflict. 

These are the examples of Sustaining Peace, which 
are taking place now – all around the world. We may 
have the bulk of our discussions in New York. But they 
should be led by experience from the ground. We need 
to highlight what the real peacebuilders are doing – from 
those running women’s peace huts in Liberia, to those 
organising mediation workshops in Kyrgyzstan. That’s 
why the High-Level Meeting will pool actors from across 
different countries, sectors and societies, and allow them to 
share their insights.

Of course, it won’t matter that everyone buys into 
Sustaining Peace if there are no funds to make it happen. 
We need more investment in prevention. When conflict 
causes societies to collapse, social fabric tears. Buildings are 
destroyed, and no one fixes them. Salaries stop getting paid. 
Water stops flowing out of taps.

So then we spend money on rebuilding – but so much 
more than what we’d spend on preventing conflict in the 
first place. Aside from the suffering that we’re failing to 
avert, that just doesn’t make financial sense. Increasing 
investment in even a handful of countries can result 
in billions of dollars of savings for the international 
community.

At the end of the day, what we can’t forget is that the UN 
was founded for peace. That’s what its flag should stand for. 
Its success in preventing conflict should be the norm – not 
the exception. 

It must be the world’s broker for peace.
 (Miroslav Lajčák is the President of the United Nations 

General Assembly.)

Terrorist wedding 
undermined PR 
efforts: UAE minister
Dubai

UAE’s Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Anwar 

Gargash has hit out over 
Qatar’s Prime Minister recent 
attendance of a terror suspect 
son’s wedding saying Doha 
undermined the efforts of 
dozens of law and PR firms it 
hired to polish its image.

“The attendance of the 
Qatari prime minister during 
the marriage of the son of the 
terrorist al-Qaeda financier 
Abdulrahman al-Nuaimi, and 
in his presence, has undermined 
the efforts of dozens of law 
firms and public relations 
companies in Washington, and 
stressed that the Qatar crisis 
is based on Doha’s support 
of extremism and terrorism,” 
Gargash tweeted yesterday.

“Doha cannot get out of its 
crisis through public relations 
companies and waste its 
money on polishing its image 
in international conferences. 
It must change its policy 
of supporting extremism, 
terrorism and destabilizing 
the countries of the region,” 
Gargash added.

“How can a country that 
seeks to convince Western 
capitals that it has renounced 
its past practices in support of 
extremism and terrorism allow 
official attendance and public 
celebration of a person who is 
designated on their own terror 
list? Many questions cast doubt 
on the credibility of the Qatari 
rhetoric directed at Washington 
and Western capitals,” he asked 
in another tweet. (Al Arabiya)

Yemen forces clash with jihadists 
after Red Cross worker killed

Van runs over Toronto pedestrians

Aden 

Pro-government soldiers 
and jihadists clashed 

yesterday in Yemen’s southern 
city of Taez following the 
killing of an aid worker with 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, police said.

Fighting in the city’s 
Jahmaliah district came after 
the governor of Taez launched 
an operation against jihadists 
that were behind the murder 
of the ICRC employee over the 
weekend.

Jahmaliah is controlled by 
pro-government forces but 
there is a jihadist presence in 
the area, a police officer told 
AFP.

A large portion of Taez, 
Yemen’s third-largest city, 

is held by pro-government 
fighters but the entrances to 
the city are controlled by Huthi 
militia.

Fierce clashes broke out after 
the operation was launched 
yesterday morning, according 
to the officer, who was unable 
to provide further details.

On Sunday, Taez governor 
Amin Ahmad Mahmud, 
loyal to President Abedrabbo 
Mansour Hadi, created a 
special force of police and army 
units tasked with launching an 
operation against jihadists who 
killed the ICRC employee on 
Saturday.

The Lebanese aid worker, 
Hanna Lahoud, was shot in 
Taez by unidentified assailants. 
(AFP) 

Toronto 

A white van killed at least 
two people and injured 

seven when its driver plowed 
through a busy Toronto 
sidewalk on a sunny Monday 
afternoon, according to police, 
hospital officials and a Reuters 
witness.

The incident occurred just 
before 1:30 p.m. (1730 GMT) 
as large crowds of office 

workers were on lunch breaks. 
At least one witness described 
the driver as appearing to 
deliberately target victims 
on his roughly mile-long 
(1.6 km-long) rampage. The 
driver was in custody, police  
said.

Police in Canada’s largest 
city initially said eight to 10 
people had been injured 
but later said it was unclear 

exactly how many had been 
hurt or the extent of their  
injuries.

A Reuters witness said there 
were at least two bodies at the 
site of the incident. At least 
seven people were brought to 
nearby Sunnybrook Health 
Services Centre’s trauma 
center, the hospital said on 
Twitter.

It was not immediately clear 

if the incident was a deliberate 
act by the driver or a traffic 
mishap in a mixed commercial 
and residential area.

The crash occurred at the 
corner of Yonge Street and 
Finch Avenue in the north 
end of the city, where a van 
drove onto the sidewalk and 
hit several people, said Toronto 
Police spokeswoman Meaghan 
Gray. (Reuters)

UAE’s Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash

The governor of Taez has launched an operation against 
jihadists in the city after a Red Cross worker was shot and 
killed while riding in an ICRC vehicle
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Dubai

The UAE will fund the rebuilding 
of the Great Mosque of Al Nuri, 

which was last year destroyed by 
ISIS in the northern Iraqi city of 
Mosul.
The Ministry of Culture has funded 
the UN’s heritage agency, Unesco, 
in a US$50.4 million (Dh185.1m) 
plan to rebuild the mosque, which 
was where ISIS leader Abu Bakr Al 
Baghdadi announced in 2014 that 
he had established a “caliphate” in 
Iraq and Syria.
The 800-year-old mosque, with 
its famous leaning minaret, was 
destroyed by the extremists as one of 
their last acts before Iraq’s second-
largest city was liberated in June.
Its five-year restoration will be the 
UAE’s first major reconstruction 
project in Iraq and the flagship of 
Unesco’s Revive the Spirit of Mosul 
plan, announced in February, to 
rebuild the Old City.
The UAE will work closely in Mosul 
during the five-year process of 
restoration, which is expected to 
produce 1,000 jobs.
UAE Minister of Culture and 
Knowledge Development Noura 
Al Kaabi signed two memoranda 
of understanding in Baghdad, one 
with the Iraqi Ministry of Culture 
for Advanced Cultural Cooperation, 

and another with Unesco.
After touring the Iraq Museum in 
Baghdad, she said this project and 
the expanded cultural collaboration 
stems from strategic and historic 
ties with Iraq, adding that the revival 
of the Al Nuri mosque is part of 
“humanity’s heritage”.
Giovanni Antonelli, a senior 
consultant for Unesco, said that 
the first year of the mosque project 
would be used to clear rubble 
and any bombs left inside by the 
extremists, document the area and 
conduct archaeological surveys.
Design and reconstruction 
afterwards will take four years.
“At the end there will be the creation 
of a memorial and the establishment 
of a museum to narrate this episode 
of destruction,” Antonelli said.
In December 2016, at a conference 
hosted by Abu Dhabi at the Emirates 
Palace hotel, the UAE, France and 
Unesco announced a $100m fund, 
now called Aliph, to help to preserve 
endangered cultural heritage.
The first intentions for the fund 
were protecting heritage in the 
middle of conflict. But now that 
ISIS has been driven from most of 
Iraq and Syria, rebuilding the great 
sites of Mosul, Aleppo, Palmyra, 
Ninevah and others can begin. (The 
National)

UAE to rebuild Mosul’s Al Nuri 
Mosque and historic minaret

Washington

The psychologist behind an 
app that harvested data 

from 50 million Facebook users 
defended his role in the scandal 
on Sunday, saying he “never 
heard a word” of opposition 
from the social media giant.
Facebook says Aleksandr 
Kogan’s app, This Is Your 
Digital Life, was downloaded 
by 270,000 people and also gave 
Kogan access to their friends. 
The data was passed to 
British communications firm 
Cambridge Analytica and was 
used to help elect US President 
Donald Trump. But the 
company has blamed Kogan 
for misusing it, while he claims 
they and Facebook have used 
him as a scapegoat.
The University of Cambridge 
lecturer told CBS’s 60 Minutes 
he was “sincerely sorry” for the 
data mining, but insisted there 
was a widespread belief that 
users knew their data was being 
sold and shared.
“Back then we thought it was 
fine … I think that core idea 
that we had – that everybody 
knows and nobody cares – was 
fundamentally flawed. And for 
that, I’m sincerely sorry,” he 
said.

The psychologist also accused 
Facebook of framing his 
software as a “rogue app” – and 
insisted that while he was not 
sure that he read Facebook’s 
developer policy banning the 
transfer or sale of users’ data, 

the social network failed to 
enforce it in any case.
“I had a terms of service that 
was up there for a year and a 
half that said I could transfer 
and sell the data. Never heard 
a word,” he said, referring 

to his app’s user agreement. 
“Facebook clearly has never 
cared. The belief in Silicon 
Valley and certainly our belief 
at that point was that the 
general public must be aware 
that their data is being sold and 

shared and used to advertise 
to them.”
On the issue of harvesting 
the information of friends 
of app users without explicit 
permission, Kogan said that 
capability was “a core feature” 

of Facebook for years – and he 
estimated “tens of thousands” 
of apps had engaged in similar 
practices.
“This was not a special 
permission you had to get. 
This was just something that 
was available to anybody who 
wanted it who was a developer,” 
he said.
On Tuesday Kogan is set 
to appear before a British 
parliamentary committee 
probing the scandal, where 
he will discuss his ties with 
Cambridge Analytica. (AFP)

Professor defends role in Cambridge Analytica data scandal

The shared building which houses the offices of Cambridge Analytica are pictured in central London 

Kogan says 
harvesting 
information 
on friends of 
users of apps 
like his has 
been a ‘core 
feature’ of 

Facebook for 
years

The destroyed Grand al-Nuri Mosque is seen in the Old City of Mosul, Iraq
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Manama

Meem, the region’s first 
digital bank, an arm of 

Gulf International Bank B.S.C. 
(GIB), has been launched in the 
Kingdom. 

Rasheed Al Maraj, the 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Bahrain, attended the 
technology driven launch event 
as the guest of honour in the 
meem store at The Avenues, 
Bahrain. 

The Minister of Oil, Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, along with 
other dignitaries also attended 
the event.

Meem, the region’s first 
Shariah-compliant digital 
banking service, offers 
innovative straightforward 
financial solutions delivered 
through its convenient and 
simple to use mobile app. 

On this occasion, Rasheed 
Al Maraj, said: “We are pleased 
to see meem digital banking 
begin its operations in Bahrain. 
The launch underlines the 
Central Bank of Bahrain’s 
ongoing commitment and 
success in attracting FinTech 
specialists to the Kingdom and 
strengthening the country’s 
FinTech ecosystem.”

The bank offers a 24/7/365 
service model on its innovative 
mobile app and web banking 
portal allowing customers 
to open and manage their 
accounts, conducting everyday 
transactions through its 
online channel, supported by 
services such as video contact 
centre, e-mail, web chat and 
social media. Banking with 
meem is simple and user  
friendly.

GIB Group CEO Abdulaziz 

Al-Helaissi said: “We aim 
to continue staying at the 
forefront of digital banking 
in the region by delivering 
innovative solutions to support 
the needs of our customers.”

GIB Group Chief Operating 
Officer and KSA Country 
Head, Mushari AlOtaibi 
commented: “meem is a digital 
banking service committed to 
providing all banking services 
efficiently and according to the 
highest level of reliability and 
security.”  

Mohammed Al Garni, 
GIB Group Head of Retail 
Banking commented: “We aim 
to provide a personal service 
to our customers, making it 
easy for them to manage their 
money efficiently.”

Over time, customers in 
meem Bahrain and meem 
Saudi Arabia will benefit 

from the services offered in 
both countries where they 
can transact and operate their 
accounts in a unified banking 
channel.

Bahrain customers may open 
a One Pack account; which 
combines the benefits of both 
current and saving accounts. 
The account comes with a 
debit card capable of linking 
to multiple foreign currency 
accounts. Other products such 
as online Murabaha term 
deposits, credit cards, and 
personal finance will be added 
in due course.  

meem’s  Bahrain 
inauguration is a significant 
milestone for GIB as it paves 
the way for further expansion 
across the GCC. GIB initially 
launched meem digital banking 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
in 2015. 

First digital bank 
Meem launched Manama

Waqfe, the Bahrain 
based fintech solutions 

provider, has announced the 
launch of its revolutionary 
mobile banking service 
platform for banks, Digital 
Deposit Mobilization Solution. 
At the nexus of three innovative 
technologies including 
mobility, artificial intelligence 
and data, it will help banks 
acquire and retain customers, 
attract longer tenor deposits 
and generate higher customer 
lifetime value. 

At the heart of the platform 
is the best customer experience 
in the region. Waqfe helps 
build a highly personalized 
relationship with a customer 
based on his/her digital 
footprint and cements that with 
the option of providing visibility 
to actual community impact 
that a customer’s banking 
activities enable. The platform 
is built around Application 
Program Interfaces (API), 
making it extremely simple 
and cost-effective for banks to 
embed within their offerings, 
thus augmenting their existing 
digital investments.

The venture, which has 
been lauded by a number of 
regulatory authorities in the 
GCC, is backed by Finocracy, a 
firm that invests in and builds 
fintech solutions alongside 
banks in the GCC.

Speaking on the launch, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Mohammad 
Al Khalifa, Waqfe’s Chairman 
said: “While providing 
convenience to customers is 
one of the main aims of the 
platform, our ultimate objective 
is to reintroduce ‘purpose’ into 
a banking experience made 
even more unique and friendly 
by exponential technologies. 
The launch of the platform will 

help our partner banks harness 
the potential of digital banking 
in the GCC, focusing on an 
audience that value technology 
and depend on it for 
convenience and simplicity.”

Further speaking on the 
launch, Ashar Nazim, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Waqfe 
said: “Our platform enables 
a comprehensive banking 
experience, yet one which 
is simple and flexible. The 
platform will help banks gain 
the acceptance of customers 
looking for speed and ease 
in managing their banking 
requirements.”

The platform embeds 
several pioneering features for 
the GCC market, including 
electronic know your customer 
(eKYC), forensic document 
analysis, cross-selling and 
upselling, and digital identity 
management.

Waqfe’s solution is being 
deployed by partner banks 
across the region. The platform 
is already up and running in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain with 
a leading Islamic financial 
institution already on board. A 
number of financial institutions 
from Bahrain, Oman, United 
Arab Emirates and the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have 
also shown keen interest in the 
solution and are in discussions 
to integrate Waqfe’s platform 
into their digital strategy. 

Waqfe launches 
next-gen platform 
to help banks

Manama

Bahrain association of Banks 
held “Sustainable Finance 

Forum” in cooperation 
with the United Nations 
Development Program in 
Bahrain (UNDP), the Central 
Bank of Bahrain and the 
Economic Development Board 
represented by Sustainability 
& Social Responsibility 
Committee.

The high-level conference, 
featuring business leaders and 
policy makers, addressed key 
regulatory that banks and 
financial institutions should 
follow in order to achieve 
sustainable development 
objectives which aims to 
boost Bahrain’s sustainable  
finance.

Adnan Yousif Chairman 
of BAB noted that Bahraini 
banks direction towards 
achieving SDGs reinforces the 
leadership of this sector that 
has always been the first to 
back the national economy 
and the development process. 
It is demanding further 

development and reform 
and adopts the principles of 
sustainability to contribute 
to long-term growth in the 
coming period.

Chairman of BAB stated 
that the support of financial 
institutions for the process of 
transition towards “sustainable 

development” aims to search 
for new sectors to achieve 
growth and profitability 
through applying SDGs 
principles, praising the 
cooperation between the 
association and UNDP. 

For his part, Dr. Waheed Al 
Qassim CEO of BAB stressed 

the association initiated to 
obligate banks in Bahrain 
to implement SDGs at the 
local, regional and global  
levels. 

“The concept of banking 
sustainability ensures that 
banks achieve their objectives 
and achieve financial coverage, 

which improves economic 
growth rates as well as 
maintaining the integrity 
of the banking sector and 
enhance its performance in 
various respects.” Said CEO  
of BAB

Participants of the forum 
stressed that applying SDGs 
would reduce operational risks 
and achieve indirect profits and 
raise the value of the brand and 
create promising opportunities 
for the development of its 
business.

They noted that applying 
sustainable development 
within banks contributes 
to reduce credit risks and 
protecting them from 
bankruptcy and global financial  
implications. 

BAB confirms commitment to sustainable packaging

A panel at the conference Audience at the conference

(L-R) Abdulaziz Al-Helaissi, GIB Group CEO; Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Oil Minister and Mushari AlOtaibi, 
GIB Group Chief Operating Officer and KSA Country Head 
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Sydney

Tech giant Facebook has opposed calls by Australian media 
companies for digital platforms to be regulated, amid 

an inquiry into their impact on 
competition in news and advertising 
markets. The government tasked 
the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission earlier this 
year with assessing whether online 
platforms were using their market 
power in commercial dealings.

New York

Former New York City mayor and billionaire philanthropist 
Michael Bloomberg on Sunday promised $4.5 million 

to fulfill the United States’s 
commitment to the Paris climate 
agreement.

“America made a commitment 
and as an American if the 
government’s not going to do it 
we all have responsibility,” he told 
CBS’s Face the Nation.

Izumi Nakamitsu

Facebook rejects Aussie regulation calls “The Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action continues to be the best way to 
ensure the exclusively peaceful nature 
of Iran’s nuclear programme and to 
realise the promised 
tangible economic 
benefits for the 
Iranian people,” 

Bloomberg pledges $4.5m to Paris deal

U.N. High representative for 
Disarmament Affairs 

© GRAPHIC NEWS*Duke of Cambridge Pictures: Associated Press, Getty Images
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Duchess of Cambridge gives birth to boy
The Duchess of Cambridge has given birth to a baby boy, Kensington 
Palace has confirmed. Kate and William’s new son was born at 
10:00GMT yesterday, just hours after the Duchess was admitted to St 
Mary’s Hospital in central London.
The Duke of Cambridge was present for the birth. Kate and her child 
are both doing well.
The baby’s title will be HRH Prince of Cambridge and he will become 
fifth-in-line to the throne, pushing Prince Harry down to sixth. 
The new baby is the first royal prince who will not overtake his older 
sister in the line of succession to the throne. Ancient royal succession 
rules meant male heirs always took precedence over girls, but the 
laws were changed in 2013.
The child’s name will be announced in the next few days.

Elite Hospitality 
Group launches 
Ramadan offerings

Manama

The Elite hospitality group 
launched its Ramadan offerings 

for the year 2018. Hosted by Elite 
Management, a Ramadan theme 
dinner reception was held for media 
and corporate clients at Noor tent, 
Elite Resort and Spa-Muharraq on 
18th April. 

“After the massive success of our 
Ramadan activities in Noor tent-
Elite Resort & Spa Muharraq during 
the past years, we have decided 
to continue this year by adding 
tremendous improvements to the 
tent to accommodate approximately 
700 guests during the Holy Month” 
said Sarosh Aibara, Chief Operating 
Officer of Elite Hospitality Group.  

During Ramadan, the ambience at 
Noor tent will be further accentuated 
with unique entertainment and 
art forms, that will thrill not only 
the corporate but get the families 
entertained as well-there will 
be activities planned for kids and 
ladies as well. With seating choices 
for smoking or non smoking, daily 

surprises and corporate packages will 
keep Noor tent busy every single 
night.  

Corporate and individuals can 
make their reservations now and 
receive special deals by calling Elite 
Resort and Spa 17 313 333

Elite Resort and Spa is a preferred 

destination for many families and 
corporate for its proximity to Bahrain 
International Airport and commercial 
district, The Resort also offers special 
room packages with Iftar and Suhoor 
during the Holy Month of Ramadan.

To know more on special packages, 
visit www.elitegrouphotels.com

Trump’s revenge: US oil floods Europe, 
hurting OPEC and Russia
Moscow 

As OPEC’s efforts to balance 
the oil market bear fruit, U.S. 

producers are reaping the benefits: 
and flooding Europe with a record 
amount of crude.

Russia paired with the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries last year in 
cutting oil output jointly by 1.8 
million barrels per day (bpd), a deal 
they say has largely rebalanced the 
market and one that has helped 

elevate benchmark Brent prices 
close to four-year highs. Now, the 
relatively high prices brought about 
by that pact, coupled with surging 
U.S. output, are making it harder to 
sell Russian, Nigerian and other oil 
grades in Europe, traders said.

“U.S. oil is on offer everywhere,” 
said a trader with a Mediterranean 
refiner, who regularly buys Russian 
and Caspian Sea crude and has 
recently started purchasing U.S. oil. 
(Reuters)

Elite Resort and Spa is a preferred destination for many families and corporates

Guests during the launch



BUSINESS Tuesday, April 24, 201810

     

COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3879 0.3512

KUWAIT 0.2855 30.6456 0.2937 0.2660

OMAN 0.3849 0.3741 0.3960 0.3586

QATAR 3.6420 3.5400 3.7469 3.3930

UAE 3.6730 3.5702 3.7788 3.4218

SAUDI 3.7500 3.6450 3.8580 3.4936

AUSTRALIA 0.2950 0.2926 
BANGLADESH 0.00472 0.00452 
CANADA .3008. 0.2976 
DENMARK 0.3008  
EGYPT 0.0237 0.0219 
EURO 0.4679 0.4654 
HONGKONG 0.04967 0.04927 
INDIA  0.00585 0.00572 
INDONESIA 0.00002941 0.00002780 
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959  
IRAQI DINAR 0.000317  
JAPAN 0.00366 0.003580 
JORDAN 0.5359 0.5351 
KOREA 0.00040312  
KUWAIT 1.263 1.264 
MALAYSIA 0.0993 0.0992 
NEW ZEALAND 0.2747 0.2748 
NORWAY 0.0502  
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00358 
OMAN 0.98168 0.98301 
PAKISTAN 0.00349 0.00327 
PHILIPPINES 0.00747 0.00724 
QATAR 0.10381 0.10404 
SAUDI ARABIA 0.1006 0.10067 
SINGAPORE 0.2907 0.2887 
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03250 0.03240 
SRI LANKA 0.00273 0.00242 
SWEDISH 0.0477  
SWITZERLAND 0.3941 0.3910 
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0017 
TAIWAN 0.013600  
THAILAND 0.012220 0.012160 
TURKEY 0.0980  
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5340 0.5311 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800 
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800 

Manama 

Kuwait Finance House – 
Bahrain (KFH-Bahrain) 

signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with 
the First Bahrain Real Estate 
Development, the developer of 
El Mercado Village project in 
Janabiya, Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The agreement appoints 
the Bank as the escrow 
account agent and preferred 
financial partner, who will be 

providing a special financing 
rate to customers who 
purchase residential villas 
in the project, the prices 
range from BD 177,000 to  
BD 274,000.

El Mercado Village consists 
of 42 premium homes, adjacent 
to the upscale neighbourhood 
market, El Mercado Janabiya, 
anchored by an Alosra 
Supermarket, offering residents 
and the surrounding area a 

range of cafes, restaurants, and 
other services. .

Construction progress has 
reached over 90%, whereby 
24 of the 42 homes have 
already been completed with 
an expected handover before 
Ramadan. Additionally, the 
official addresses for the homes 
have been assigned by the 
municipality.

On this occasion, the 
Executive Manager and Head 

of Retail Banking Group at 
KFH-Bahrain, Khalid Rafea 
said: “KFH-Bahrain aims to 
support the growth of real 
estate projects in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain and to provide 
suitable financing for those 
wishing to own their dream 
homes. El Mercado Village 
project is considered one of 
the outstanding projects in the 
Kingdom in terms of location 
and design.”

KFH-B becomes Escrow Account 
Agent for El Mercado Village Project

Dubai

Saudi Arabia’s stock market 
continued a strong upwards 

trend yesterday because of 
inflows of foreign funds and 
strong corporate earnings, 
while the rest of the Gulf was 
lacklustre.

Latest exchange data showed 
foreigners bought a record 
$384 million of Saudi Arabian 
stocks on a net basis last week, 
anticipating much bigger 
inflows of funds when Riyadh 
joins emerging market indexes 
next year.

The Saudi stock index rose 
1.0 per cent yesterday, bringing 
its gains so far this year to 15pc.

Bank Aljazira was up 5.1pc 
after Bahrain’s Ahli United 
Bank said it acquired a 7.3pc 
stake in the Saudi Islamic 
lender. Ahli United dropped 
1.6pc.

Saudi Telecom rose 1.5pc 
after it reported first-quarter 
profit of 2.59 billion riyals 
($691 million) versus 2.53 
billion riyals last year, broadly 

in line with analysts’ forecasts.
A n o t h e r 

telecommunications firm, 
Mobily, jumped 4.5pc after it 
narrowed its first-quarter loss 
to 93 million riyals from a loss 
of 163 million riyals a year ago.

Meanwhile, Dubai was 
weak - partly, fund managers 
say, because money has been 
flowing from Dubai to the red-
hot Saudi market. The index 
was down 0.6pc at a fresh two-
year closing low.

DAMAC Properties 
tumbled 7.1pc after the 
company lowered its annual 
cash dividend to 15 fils per 
share from 25 fils.

Abu Dhabi’s index was 
up 0.2pc on the back of Abu 
Dhabi National Energy Co, 
which rocketed 14.6pc in 
its heaviest trade since last 
August; it has soared in the 
past month, partly because 
of strength in global energy  
prices.

In Egypt, the index gained 
1.0pc as Talaat Mostafa, one of 

the largest property developers, 
rose 3.3pc. EFG-Hermes, an 
investment bank, gained 
5.4pc and Qalaa Holdings, an 
investment firm, rose 5.6pc.

Juhayna Food Industries 
surged 3.9pc to 13.50 Egyptian 
pounds after reporting a 38pc 
year-on-year jump in first-
quarter consolidated net profit, 
on a 20pc rise in sales.

The stock has risen from 
below 4.0 pounds at the time 
of the Egyptian pound’s 
devaluation in November 
2016, and by some measures is 
overvalued, with its 12-month 
trailing price-earnings ratio at 
62 times. Ten analysts covering 
the stock have a median target 
price of 10.75 pounds. (Reuters)

Saudi shares up 
on strong inflows

Closing Bell
SAUDI ARABIA rose 1.0pc to 8,335 points. 

DUBAI fell 0.6pc to 3,062 points. 

ABU DHABI rose 0.2pc to 4,693 points. 

QATAR edged up 0.02pc to 9,158 points. 

EGYPT climbed 1.0pc to 18,081 points. 

KUWAIT edged up 0.1pc to 4,779 points. 

OMAN edged down 0.1pc to 4,756 points. 

BAHRAIN was down 0.2pc at 1,299 points. 



Like so many of its rivals, 
Volkswagen is in the midst of 

ramping up its EV game. What 
may very well set it apart is the 
prototype with which it aims to 
stake its claim.

Unveiled today in Alès, France 
– home to its highly accomplished 
driver – the new VW I.D. R Pikes 
Peak racer is set to tackle the 
famous Race to the Clouds.

To get there, the German 
automaker has devised a racing 
prototype that it claims is quicker 
off the line than an F1 car. 2.25 
seconds is all it takes to hit 62 
miles per hour (100 km/h) from 
a standstill.

That  mind-bending 
performance comes courtesy of 
an electric powertrain capable of 
producing 
6 8 0 

horsepower 
(500 kW) and 881 lb-ft (650 
Nm) of torque. That’d be enough 
to motivate most road-going 
supercars, but the ID R weighs 
much less: under 1,100 kilograms 
(2,425 lbs), according to the 
manufacturer.

The Lamborghini Huracan 
Performante, by comparison, 
weighs nearly a thousand pounds 
more, packs 40 fewer horses, and 
over 200 fewer lb-ft of torque. And 
that street-legal supercar managed 
a sub-7-minute lap time at the 
Nürburgring Nordschleife.

Showcasing VW’s Electric 
Technology
“Volkswagen’s goal is to reach 
the pinnacle of electromobility 
with the I.D. family. As such, 

Volkswagen’s involvement on 
Pikes Peak not only sets 

the trend for our future 
in motorsport, but is 
also of great symbolic 

significance in 
the truest 

sense,” 
s a i d 

V o l k s w a g e n 
R&D chief Dr. Frank 

Welsch. “Customers have always 
benefitted from the findings made 
in motorsport, and we expect 
to take these findings and use 
them as a valuable impetus for 
the development of future I.D. 
models. The hill climb on Pikes 
Peak will definitely be a real acid 
test for the electric drive.”

The task of driving the 
lightweight, high-powered 
machine falls to one Romain 
Dumas. The French driver not 
only won the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
for sister-company Porsche, but 
has claimed three victories at 
Pikes Peak.

“As with the Volkswagen 
brand’s production vehicles, fully-
electric racing cars will also play 
an increasingly important role 
for us in the future,” said VW 
Motorsport director Sven Smeets. 
“The cooperation within the group 
really helped us, particularly given 
the tight schedule. For example, 
we received support from the 
Volkswagen battery plant in 
Braunschweig and worked 
together with the technical 
development department in 
Wolfsburg.” (carscoops)
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Toyota is deep in a product “renaissance,” executives say, 
thanks to a new global platform that is remaking its cars 

and crossovers from the ground up. And that rebirth has 
come just in time for a couple of its fading car nameplates.
Fresh versions of the Avalon sedan reach dealers in May, and 
the Corolla hatchback is slated for the summer. Both vehicles 
move onto the Toyota New Global Architecture and get a 
complete overhaul with bolder styling and better performance. 
Both vehicles also get sport versions with real hardware 
changes, effectively expanding the Avalon and 
Corolla families. (autonews)

This is the Volvo S90 Ambience concept. Revealed ahead 
of its debut at the Beijing Motor Show, the concept uses 

visuals, sounds and scents inside the car to build on the idea of 
luxury. The concept is based on a top-spec, three-seat version 

of the S90 saloon. It does away with the front passenger 
seat to create more space for those travelling in the 

back. It’s controlled through a smartphone 
app, which allows those inside to 

select the ‘visual’ element 
Volvo has worked on. 

(autoexpress)

Volvo S90 Ambience concept revealed Toyota looks to advance with reworked cars

Original 
Ford Bullitt 
Mustang on 

display at 
Washington

An original 1968 Ford Mustang from 
Bullitt is currently on display in a special 

glass box in the capital of the United States.
This particular Bullitt Mustang is one of 

just two units used in the film and was sold 
to a private buyer.

Until recently, Sean Kiernan had the 
iconic pony car stored in his Tennessee 
garage. Two years ago, he contacted Ford 
and had the vehicle authenticated by Kevin 
Marti, a man who has a database for every 
Ford built since 1967. The world got to see 
the Mustang at this year’s Detroit Auto Show

Volkswagen 
reveals 

ID R Pikes 
Peak racer 
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Um Al Hassam Gurudwara Bahrain celebrated  Vaisakhi, a historical and religious festival in Sikhism.

The Church of South India South Kerala Diocese celebrated their fifth anniversary as a congregation in Bahrain with a special Thanksgiving 
Service in St Christopher’s Cathedral during which three babies were baptised. The guest preacher was the Rev’d DL Paulson, who serves as 
the Bishop’s Secretary who came from India for the occasion

Education Minister Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi has inaugurated the Science, Engineering, Technology and Mathematics (STEM) Programme, organised and hosted by Bahrain Polytechnic (BP) in cooperation with the Education Ministry, 
the British Council, UK Embassy in Bahrain and BAE Systems, in the presence of Ambassador Simon Martin, with the participation of 600 students from 20 intermediate schools. The minister commended the programme aimed to 
enhance student’s universal knowledge and skills.

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al-Khalifa delegated Deputy Premier HH Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa to attend the 27th graduation of the Ibn Khuldoon National School. The ceremony was held at the Gulf 
Hotel, in the presence of members of the Royal Family, state officials, students’ parents and guests. HH Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa conveyed congratulations from HRH the Premier to the 27th batch of graduates. 

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received at Gudaibiya Palace Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier HRH Prince Salman bin Ha-
mad Al Khalifa. The meeting reviewed regional and international developments and spotlighted the positive outcome of HRH the Crown Prince’s visit to the United Kingdom

The Emir of Kuwait Shaikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah received at Bayan Palace Information Minister Ali bin Mohammed Al Romaihi and Advisor to His 
Majesty the King for Media Affairs Nabeel Alhamer on the occasion of their visit to Kuwaiti to attend the Arab Media Forum. The Emir welcomed them, lauding 
strong and historic fraternal relations between both countries and peoples and their growth mainly in the media field. Kuwaiti Prime Minister Shaikh Jaber Al 
Mubarak Al Hamad Al Sabah also received the Minister and the Advisor praising the deep-rooted historic fraternal ties binding both countries and people.

Foreign Affairs Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa received Shaikh Sultan bin Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan who presented a copy of his credentials as 
the newly-appointed Ambassador of UAE. The minister expressed that the Kingdom is proud of its historic brotherly relations with the UAE, which are based on solid foundations. 
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Los Angeles

Actor Matt Smith has opened up about the news 
that he was paid more than his “The Crown” 

counterpart Claire Foy, saying he supports her.
He also said that the show’s producers have now 

‘made amends’ for the gender pay gap.
The actor spoke about the issue on Sunday at the 

world premiere of his new biopic “Mapplethorpe” at 
the Tribeca Film Festival, reports hollywoodreporter.
com.

“Claire is one of my best friends, and I believe that 
we should be paid equally and fairly and there should 
be equality for all,” Smith said. (IANS)

Los Angeles

After seven books, eight 
films and one Broadway 

play, author JK Rowling said 
she is content with the way 
the story of ‘Harry Potter’ 
has turned out and she would 

not want to stretch the plot any 
further.

According to a report, 
the 52-year-old writer, who 
co-created ‘Harry Potter and the 

Cursed Child’ along with director John 
Tiffany and playwright Jack Thorne, said 
the audience should not expect a sequel to 
the play as everything related to ‘The Boy 
Who Lived’ has been said and done.

“I think we really have now told, in terms 
of moving the story forward, the story that 
I, in the back of my mind, wanted to tell,” 
Rowling said before the day-long, multi-
part ‘Cursed Child’ opened. (PTI)

Los Angeles

Actor-director Bradley Cooper and singer-actress 
Lady Gaga made a pact to perform well before 

starting with “A Star Is Born”.
Cooper is directing the musical romantic drama 

remake of the 1937 film “A Star Is Born”, with 
Gaga in the lead role.

At the Tribeca Film Festival panel with his 
“Limitless” co-star Robert De Niro, Cooper opened 
up about the pact that he and Gaga made before 
the cameras started rolling, reports variety.com.

“She said right from the beginning that this was 
going to be a bargain,” Cooper said.

“’I’m gonna rely on you to get a performance 
that’s honest out of me’, because she’d never 
done a film before, and ‘I’m gonna make sure you 
turn into a musician, because we’re going to sing 
everything live’. (IANS)

    

Lil Wayne WEEZY F @LilTunechi

Thoughts and prayers from me and mine for Pop and his 

fam at such a time. All love.

14 Tuesday, April 24, 2018

 

April 24, 1982

Kelly Clarkson

Pop singer who gained recognition for winning the first 
American Idol competition in 2002. Her debut single “A 
Moment Like This” became the song of the year, as well. 
In 2018, she became the judge on The Voice.
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Avengers: Infinity 
War

Let the Sunshine In Backstabbing for 
Beginners

ArmedKings

MOVIES... COMING SOON... this week

(www.imdb.com)

Directors: Anthony Russo | Joe 
Russo
Stars: Karen Gillan, Elizabeth Olsen, 
Tom Holland, Chadwick Boseman

Director: Claire Denis
Stars: Juliette Binoche, Xavier 
Beauvois, Philippe Katerine, Josiane 
Balasko

Director: Per Fly
Stars: Theo James, Ben Kingsley, 
Jacqueline Bisset, Rossif Sutherland

Director: Mario Van Peebles
Stars: William Fichtner, Ryan Guzman, 
Columbus Short, Mario Van Peebles

Director: Deniz Gamze Ergüven
Stars: Halle Berry, Daniel Craig, 
Lamar Johnson, Kaalan Walker

Los Angeles

Rapper Eminem has 
been sober for a 

decade. He celebrated 
it by proudly flaunting 
a coin that he received 
for achieving the 
milestone.

The 45-year-old 
rapper shared a 
photograph of the 
coin on Instagram on 
Saturday.

“Celebrated my 10 
years,” the 45-year-old 
rapper captioned the 
photograph, reports 
usmagazine.com.

The coin, which is 
given to Alcoholics 
Anonymous members 
when they have hit 
a milestone in their 
journey, featured a 
Roman numeral X on 
it along with the words 
“service”, “unity” and 
“recovery”.

Rapper Royce Da 
5’9 took to Twitter 
to congratulate his 
mentor. “Happy 
sobriety birthday to 
my mentor Eminem. 
Keep fighting the 
good fight homie. I 
love you for life,” he 
tweeted. (IANS)

Los Angeles

Weekend two of music festival 
Coachella marked singer 

Beyonce Knowless second iconic 
performance as she and her younger 
sister Solange fell during their show.

Beyonce, while trying to pick up her 
younger sister Solange for a repeat of 
last weekend’s dance off to “Get me 
bodied,” accidentally dropped her 

and fell over herself, reports variety.
com. The two ended up rolling on 
the stage laughing for a few seconds 
before picking themselves up and 
continuing with the set.

Beyonce told concertgoers: “Give it 
up for my sister!”

Her fans laughed along and several 
posted to Twitter about the episode. 
(IANS)
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HOW TO REACH US 
“Out & About’, a ready reckoner  for the events
taking place on the island.
To be included, please send the matter to the following
email ID : news@dt.bh

LITERARY TRIBUTE TO KANNADASAN
Date: April 27 
Venue: Tropicana Hotel 

Bharathi Association Literary Wing is planning to 
conduct a Literary Tribute to Kannadasan who is 
attributed as “Kaviarasu” which means “King of 
Poets”, on this coming Friday at Tropicana Hotel, 
Mahooz at 6.30 pm.
Professor Lion P.M.Mansure, a great Tamil 
Scholar, Former Vice Principal of Jamal 
Mohammed College and Former Principal of 
M.I.T., Tiruchirappaali  will be giving a speech 
on Kannadasan with a comparative study on his 
works with Tamil literature of “Sangam” age.  Prof. 
Mansure is on short private visit to Bahrain and he 
is well versed in Tamil Literature
Kannadasan has contributed nearly 5000 film 
lyrics apart from 6000 poems and 232 books 
including novels, epics, plays, essays, his most 
popular being 10 religious essay on Hinduism, 
“Arthamulla Hindumatham” (Meaningful Hindu 
Religion).
Tamil Literary Enthusiasts are all welcome for this 
brainstorming literary session. Entry is free.

26TH ANNUAL HERITAGE FESTIVAL - 
MEMORY OF MUHARRAQ
Date: 25 April - 5 May 2018, 5:00 - 9:30 pm
Venue: Events Tent By Arad Fort

Under the Patronage of his Majesty King Hamad 
Bin Isa AlKhalifa, the 26th Annual Bahrain 
Heritage Festival brings the island’s unique culture 
to the forefront and showcases the variety and 
diversity of local heritage. The festival portrays the 
theme of “Memory of Muharraq” which features 

exhibition spaces, craftsmen, workshops, food 
vendors, and live traditional music. It also offers 
a chance to see some of Bahrain’s finest craftsmen 
at work. A balanced mixture of contemporary 
and traditional products at the souq which is sur-
rounded by Bahraini cafes and offers the visitor to 
experience flavours of the Kingdom.

THE 13TH SPRING OF CULTURE FESTIVAL
Date: February – April 2018
Venue: Different Locations

The 13th edition of the Spring of Culture Festival 
brings with it a treasure trove of surprises that 
cover the different interests and tastes of the cul-
ture and art audience. Hosted by the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s numerous cultural institutions, histori-
cal sites and landmarks, the festival’s wide variety 
of events, programs and activities continue to 
build bridges of cultural communication between 
Bahrain and the rest of the whole world.
This year’s edition of the festival is part of the 
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities’ 
celebration of Muharraq, the Capital of Islamic 
Culture in 2018, in which it highlights the 
deep-rooted heritage and traditions of this ancient 
city, particularly the history of pearl diving, a 
glorious history whose details are revealed by the 
Pearling Trail, Bahrain’s second site to be inscribed 
as UNESCO World Heritage site.
The festival kicks off in conjunction with Arab 
Tourism Day, an initiative which was adopted 
when Manama was the 2013 Capital of Arab 
Tourism to mark the anniversary of the birth of 
the Arab traveler Ibn Battuta.

EVENING CONVERSATION: “THE MAGIC 
OF NATURAL PEARLS”
Date: 30 April 2018, 7:00pm
Venue: Bin Matar House

In collaboration with the Pearling Path, the 
Parisian-based L’Ecole Van Cleef & Arpels brings 
together two pearl experts: Talal Mattar, a 6th 
generation pearl merchant from one of the old-
est pearl merchant families in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, and Olivier Segura, Director of the French 
Gemological Laboratory (LFG) and natural pearl 
expert, for an insightful discussion about this gem 
that has fascinated civilizations since ancient times.

TRIBUTE TO THE TRINITY
Date: May 3
Venue: Bahrain Society of Engineers 
auditorium

‘Samarpan’, an entity formed by Carnatic musi-
cians in Bahrain seeks to promote Indian classical 
music. The upcoming program,  “Tribute to the 
Trinity” , the first ever in Bahrain, will be held on 
3rd of May at the Bahrain Society of Engineers 
auditorium at 7pm under the aegis of Convex 
Corporate Events.
The Trinity of South Indian classical music refers 
to the outstanding trio of composers  Thyagaraja 
Swamy,  Mutthuswamy Dikshitar and   Shyama 
Sastri. These 18th century contemporaries were 
prolific composers and are known for creating a 
new era in the history of South Indian classical 
music. To celebrate their genius, the local musi-
cians and students of music will be rendering 
renowned compositions of the trinity.

KNIGHTS OF RIZAL BOWL-O-RAMA
Date: May 4
Venue: Dana Mall

The Knights of Rizal, a Filipino Community 
organization chartered under Philippine Laws, will 
open its annual activities with a one-day bowling 
tournament to be held on Friday, 4th of May 2018 
under the auspices of the Philippine Embassy in 
Manama, tagged as “Bowl-O-Rama.”
It is expected that the bowling tournament will be 
participated by Knights of Rizal members from 
the Middle East region, most particularly from the 
Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. It will be a day 
for Family, Food and Fun for OKOR members 
and their families.
This annual gathering in Bahrain of knights from 
the GCC region showcases the strong bond and 
camaraderie among members and chapter of the 
KOR in the region. The organization which was 
named after the Philippine national hero, pro-
motes patriotism, civic works, nationalism and 
educational programs among the Filipino youth. 
Occasionally, it also extends assistance to dis-
tressed OFWs in the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
elsewhere.
Trophies and medals, as well as door prizes and 
tokens, will be given away to the winners and 
participants. Companies interested to sponsor the 
event may kindly coordinate with Rene Caceda 
through mobile no. 33456449. 
The tournament is open to the public and entries 
should be composed of a 5-man team plus one 
alternate.



TOYOTA COROLLA
2009 model, White Color, 
150000 KMS,
In good condition.
Contact: 36104315

TOYOTA YARIS
-Green Color.148000k KM, 
Passing until 2019 in good 
condition. 2nd Owner-  
B H D  1 5 5 0 .
Contact : 38185155

TOYOTA YARIS
Manual Shift,  White 
Color,  120000KM, Passing 
until 31-05-2018.Good 
condition BHD 1150.
Contact: 36294798

HONDA CIVIC
Blue Color, 200000KM, 
Passing until 31-08-2018.
Good condition, BHD 750.
Contact: 38185155

TOYOTA ECHO
Manual Gear, White 
Color, 200000 KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018 in good condition 
B H D  7 0 0 .
Contact :33830591

SPECIAL COACHING 

FOR MATHEMATICS, 
STATISTICS, PHYSICS 
& CHEMISTRY  for All 
Bachelors & Masters 
Programs including 
Engineering & Poly Technic 
for More details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L ,Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971, Website: 
www. ieecbahra in .com
Emai l :  in fo@
i e e c b a h r a i n . c o m

SAT, JEE &NEET 
PREPARATION IN 
BAHRAIN 
Regular NEET & IIT-JEE 
Coaching for XI & XII, 
Medical and Engineering 
Entrance Program Crash 
Course March-April18, 
NEET/JEE Intensive 
Training. Starts immediately 
after 12th Board Exam SAT-I 
& SAT-II Preparations .For 
more details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 

Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L .Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971Website: www.
ieecbahrain.com Email: 
info@ieecbahrain.com

SMARTKIDS 

Everything we do is focused 
on your child’s well being 

Drawing and painting
Art & Craft 
Handwriting Improvement
Calligraphy
Abacus
Vedic math
Kinder Club
Henna Designing
Phonics 
Tuition
Music class - guitar / 
keyboard/ Flute 

Painting class for adults : 
watercoloring  / oil painting 
/ acrylic painting / warli / 
madhubani / Tanjore 
painting / reverse glass 
painting / 3D art / ceramic 
work / pot embossing 
/ coffee painting / kerala 
mural

Follow us 
https://www.facebook.com/
smartkidsatbahrain/
https:// instagram.com/
smartkids_academy

Further details 
please contact :33433595

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS(IIPA)
the pioneering and legally 
acclaimed Institution of 
its kind in Bahrain offers 
systematic classes in 
C a r n a t i c / H i n d u s t a n i ,
vocal , Bharathanatyam,
M o h i n i y a t t a m , 
K u c h i p u d i , K a t h a k , 
Violin, Keyboard, Guitar, 
Piano, Drawing/Painting. 
Transportaion available.
For Details call: 17231717,
Email:iipa@batelco.com.bh

INDIAN MUSIC AND 
ARTS CENTRE BAHRAIN 
,IMAC pioneers in the 
field of Music,Dance and 
Art trainings for a decade 
in the island ,offers a wide 
range of coaching classes 
for Music,Classical Dance, 
Cinematic dance,Western 
dance,
For details contact- 
77001508

WE DO OUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY @ 
REASONABLE PRICE 
WITH HIGH QUALITY 
HD CAMERA BY 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM.
For more Information 
Contact  us: 
Lensmagic Digital Studio
Shop 10 Block 326
Ozama Bin Zaid Avenue
Adliya Tel:17179172/ 
1 7 6 2 1 0 7 0 / 1 7 7 4 5 9 8 3
M o b : 3 9 9 4 3 1 1 6 

WHITE DRAGON PEST 
CONTROL
for eliminating Bed Bugs 
, Cockroaches, Contact  : 
39404821 , 17246181

HIGH BUILDING GATE 
CONSTRUCTION S.P.C 
(HBGC) 
Interior Design and 
Construction Company – 
Interior Decoration,Gypsum 
Plasterboard & Gypsum 
Decorative ceilings,Metal 
and ineral Fiber 
Ceilings,GRG Ceilings 
, Aluminum Ceilings 
Gypsum Partitions,Thermal 
Insulations, Wall Claddings 
and Parquet Flooring 
,Building Maintenance, 
Civil, Painting and 
Electrical works.Contact 
: 17540231 ,33477793 
, E m a i l : h b g c s p c @
g m a i l . c o m .

SHONEEZ MOTORS
We offer you the strongest 
offers for the New Year 
2018 with the latest models 
of new and old cars. Visit 
us and get your cars at 
the best prices and offers 
from BCFC. Visit us and 
get the chance to be one 
of the lucky winners with 
our latest promotions! 
Contact us on: 39668636 
-17556862,Address: Al 
Burhama , Rakan Center, 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block 354, Road 5447, 
Bldg 1974, Shop 18

ROSE PETALS
designer ladies boutique 
with unique collection for 
women such as Kurtis 
, ethnic wears, western 
designer gowns, branded 
leggings, patiala, palazzo 
pants also has a  wide 
range of fabrics and custom 
made stitching for ladies 
and kids available. for more 
info contact 77334499

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICE
Car washing, lubricants 
change, all kinds of 
repairs, computer 
diagnostic, BG services. Al 
hajjiyath, Riffa :17760042

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICES
Car detailing, window 
tinting, seat upholstery, paint 

protection film, A/C works, 
Al hajjiyath, Riffa 17009275

ROHITH CAR SERVICES 
Car washing, all kinds of 
lubricants, flushing service 
. Mameer, Sitra road
1 7 7 0 0 5 6 6

AL TAHALIF 
CONTRACTING
All kinds of Civil works 
includes Electrical , 
Mechanical and Plumbing. 
Contact : 39656092

MAGNUM IMPRINT W.L.L. 
Large format digital 
printing. All kind of sign 
boards, graphic designs, 
exhibition works, branding, 
screen printing, and 
vinyl graphics .Contact 
33856330, 39887088
Blue Sea International 
Company W.L.L.  Our 
Services: Air / Sea / Land 
Freight. Contact : 35907141

FILTER AQUAPRO 
BAHRAIN TRADING 
W.L.L 
Direct wholesale of factory 
tools and commodities for 
the first time in Bahrain, 
Authorized Factory outlet 
in Bahrain. Branch office 
of Aquapro Taiwan . For 
more info 
contact - 38852025,  
17326744
NEW OPTICAL HOUSE
EYE TESTING AVAILABLE, 
QUALITY EYE WEARS, 
SUN GLASSES AND 
P R E S C R I P T I O N 
EYE GLASSES
 AT UNBEATABLE 
P R I C E . . ! ! ! W O R K I N G 
HOURS 9 AM -12.30 
PM 4PM -8.00 PM
C o n t a c t  : 
39870066 ,17210977 ,
Email: newopticalhouse@
y a h o o . c o m

FULL BUILDING 
AVALIABLE FOR STAFF / 
LABOR ACCOMADATION 
in various parts of bahrain. 
The building can be 
given as  fully furnished, 
semi-furnished and 
unfurnished. Also we help 
clients to get housing 
furnished semi-furnishedor 
unfurnished flats according 
to their budget. For 
further information plz call 
38251219.

LOOKING FOR corporate 
office space for Group 
of Companies with 8 
CR, 100sq-mtr each.
Contact : 17579918
FOR RENT

Warehouses, Stores, 
Workshops, Factories, 
Restaurants, Office Flats, 
Villas, Labour & Staff 
accommodation, Family 
flats, apartments and 
Villas - for inquiries call 
or Whatsapp 39802442

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Semi, Full and un furnished 
flats, villas, apartments 
and commercial properties 
in um Al Hassam, Adliya, 
Mahooz, Segaya, Gufool, 
Juffair, Hoora - call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

GEETHANJALI 4WALLS 
Sq Feet 6,500 + 3,250 tile 
area
- Tress Work completed
- Electricity and water 
connection taken
- Roca company furnished
- Build inn cupboards 
- 15,000 liter rain water 
storage
- Place kangarapady near  
medical college, Kakkanad, 
Kochi
Contact :
Bahrain- +97338444687
India- +91 98461 44280

LOOKING FOR
a keralite experienced 
AC technician with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact  : 
39997696 , 36997471

CAR SHOW ROOM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
SECURITY MAN
with experience .Send CV 
to suitablejobforme@gmail.
com 

CASHIERS
WAITING STAFF
ACCOUNTANTS
required for leading hotel 
group in Bahrain.
For Details 
Email : 

job_101@habaragroup.com

LOOKING FOR AN 
EXPERIENCED AC 
TECHNICIAN with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto Technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact : 
39997696, 36997471 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
FOR NEWLY OPENED 
BEAUTY SALOON
• Hair Stylist
• General Makeup Artist 
(Nail, Eyebrows, Facial)
• Manicure and pedicure . 
Preferably Filipinos.
Attracted Salary , 
Accomadation &Visa will be 
provided.
For more details please 
contact 33490557, 
33428841
TILING AND 
PLASTERING
contractor for two 7,700 sq 
m jobs, urgently needed.  
Contact James 17728340

URGENTLY REQUIRED
an experianced Play 
school teacher.
Any Nationality
Contact:  66639630
396214785

Looking for an 
experienced staff 
for our laundry shop. 
Contact-33199221

SALES &MARKETING 
PROFESSIONAL – 
LUBRICANTS& GREASE

Location: Oman
Requirement: 1no.
Qualification: Graduate in 
Business Management/
Marketing
Experience:
- Should have 
6-8years’ experience in 
Sales & Marketing of 
Automotive & Industrial 
Lubricants.
- Should be 
capable of maintaining 
right inventory levels, 
stock/sales ratio, adding 
new clients on regular 
basis.
- Young, dynamic 
and willing to take up 
tough challenges to 
achieve success in highly 
competitive market.
- Middle East 
work experience will be 
advantageous but not 
mandatory.
Salary& benefits: 
Remuneration will 
commensurate as per 
experience.
Contact NO: 
+91 85890 96697,  
email:
jobhubchennai@gmail.com

JOB TITLE: 
SERVICE MANAGER 
- PUMPS, GENSETS, 

TANKS & ALLIED 
EQUIPMENT
DEPARTMENT:FLUID 
ENGINEERING

Reporting to: HOD
Education: Electrical/
Mechanical Engineering 
background
Requirement: 1 no.
Age: 35-40 years
Location: Muscat, Oman
Experience:
Minimum 6-8 years in 
Managerial role, Must have 
hands-on experience on 
testing/commissioning/
trouble shooting/servicing/
repairs of small/medium/
large pump sets of various 
types in Water/Wastewater 
field. 
Should be capable of 
effectively leading a large 
team of Service engineers/
Technicians/Supervisors/
Work-shop. 
Should have high aptitude 
for customer service & 
ability to win over the 
clients by effective after 
sales service. 
Hands-on experience on 
Gensets would be added 
advantage.
Oman/GCC experience & 
driving license would also 
be added advantage.
Salary:R.O 750 – 850/-  C
Accommodation + Family 
status + Annual tickets + 
Medical + Gratuity etc as per 
the rules of the country.

Contact NO: 
+91 85890 96697,  
email:
jobhubchennai@gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
ACCA Trainer (Full/Part 
time) for a reputed institute. 
Please send your CV at 
bahrainacca@gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
Tutors for All subjects 
(CBSE / British 
Curriculum). Please send 
your CV at tutorsbahrain@
gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
Faculty for All India 
Entrance Exams (NEET, 
JEE, CAT, CMAT, Medical 
etc ). Competitive package 
& visa. Please send your 
CV at coachingbah@gmail.
com
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LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
column centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
 4 for the Price of 3
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Love is very much in the air today, so take 
advantage of this auspicious environment! 
Invite your loved one over to play hide and 
seek under the bedcovers! Or, if you don’t 
have a playmate in your life at the moment, 
find other ways to fulfil the passion you feel. 
Spend the afternoon reading a good novel 
or invite a friend to watch a movie with you.

This is a day to stay close to home and organize 
the house. You might be thinking how you 
can best utilize your living space. It’s clear that 
some improvements are in order. Perhaps you 
could begin by tackling all those minor repairs 
that you’ve been putting off. Once those are 
done, a fresh coat of paint will do wonders to 
brighten both your home and your outlook.

You need rest. Even though you have a long list 
of tasks, see if you can leave some for later. All 
signs indicate that you shouldn’t stray too far 
from home today if you can help it. You’re easily 
distracted, which makes you prone to accidents. 
Being behind the wheel of a car isn’t the place 
for you right now.

You’re on your own when it comes to financial 
matters. This may not be what you want to 
hear, but it’s how things are. Trust that your 
business acumen will pull you through. Don’t 
take anything at face value. Pay attention, 
write down the information, but make no 
commitments and sign no contracts. The 
environment isn’t right for any deals.

Today would be best spent alone behind 
closed doors, if possible. There’s a lot of tension 
in your household for some reason. Since there 
isn’t much you can do about it, try to avoid it 
altogether. Let your family members fight it 
out among themselves. You have better ways 
to spend your time. Why not take in a movie?

There is a lot of tension in the air today. It isn’t 
just affecting your home environment - everyone 
you meet seems out of sorts. You’ll be happiest if 
you spend much of today in solitude. Books don’t 
honk their horn at you and DVDs don’t curse your 
driving ability. Who needs the aggravation that a 
day like today can bring? Enjoy a day away from 
other people’s bad moods.

You feel that life would run more smoothly if 
money didn’t exist! The amount of time and 
energy you spend sorting out your financial 
affairs is frustrating. Unfortunately, today will be 
a frustrating day. Today you need to sit down 
and sort out some neglected bills. It isn’t fun, 
but at least by the end of the day you’ll have the 
satisfaction of knowing that you got it done.

You feel invincible, as though you can do 
anything. Enjoy this abundance of energy, for 
it’s certainly unusual. Take care not to overdo 
it. If you haven’t jogged in a while, running 
five miles today will leave you pretty sore 
tomorrow. Similarly, don’t try to finish all your 
household repairs in one day. Remember that 
slow and easy wins the race and keeps you in 
shape for the long haul!

This would be a good day to stay home and 
spend much of the day in bed! You’ve been 
working especially hard lately, juggling both 
home and work with your usual aplomb. 
But today you could feel a bit worn out and 
overwhelmed by everything that remains to be 
done. Give yourself a day of rest. Spend the day 
with a good book or some movies.

This would be a good day to putter about the 
house. It isn’t a good day to travel or begin any 
major projects. This could be just the excuse 
you’ve needed for taking a day off from your 
life! You need not answer the phone or fulfil 
any obligations whatsoever. Simply stay put 
and tackle some minor household chores.

This isn’t the best day for get-togethers. What 
starts as a friendly lunch could wind up a 
gossip-fest. No one wins in that situation. You 
could fear leaving the table because of what 
they’d say about you. There’s no upside to the 
situation, so your best strategy might be to 
stay home and work on chores. At least you’ll 
have the satisfaction of feeling that you’ve 
accomplished something.
Don’t take anything you hear today at face value, 
especially where money is concerned. A well-
meaning friend could approach you with an 
opportunity not to be missed. Listen to the pitch 
and take down all the information, but don’t 
make any kind of commitment. You’ll likely see 
several flaws when you review the information 
later. Point them out to your friend.

1- Stadium cheers; 5- At the apex of; 9- Syrian president; 14- Zeno 
of ___; 15- Asian cuisine; 16- Hard candy; 17- Jai ___; 18- Actress 
Helgenberger; 19- Nonsense; 20- By the day; 22- Despised; 23- 
Family car; 24- Wipe away; 28- An organization; 34- Eighth part of a 
circle; 38- Summer on the Seine; 39- ___ account (never); 40- Gloss; 
41- Jackfish; 43- Shrinking Asian sea; 44- Satisfied sound; 47- Mother 
of Calcutta; 48- Probable; 51- Make ___ for oneself; 52- Bucky 
Beaver’s toothpaste; 57- Sturdy; 61- Warned; 63- Copycats; 64- Start 
of something small?; 66- “Othello” villain; 67- Satisfies; 68- Ed and 
Mel of baseball; 69- Heavy stick; 70- Ragu competitor; 71- Greek 
portico; 72- Last word in a threat;

1- Harvests; 2- Tree-lined walk; 3- Got wind of; 4- You ___ mouth-
ful!; 5- Look ___, I’m Sandra Dee; 6- English river; 7- Sculler’s need; 
8- Hog; 9- Gibson of tennis; 10- Marsh bird; 11- Narrow cut; 12- Mont 
Blanc, par exemple; 13- Colored; 21- Senseless; 25- Shad delicacy; 
26- Perform in a play; 27- Midday nap; 29- Make taut; 30- Travel from 
place to place; 31- “Splendor in the Grass” screenwriter; 32- Change for 
a five; 33- Asta’s mistress; 34- Norwegian king; 35- Remedy; 36- Nicholas 
II was the last Russian one; 37- King of the Huns; 42- Hawk’s home; 45- 
Doc bloc; 46- God, biblically; 49- States as fact; 50- Simple shed; 53- Cost; 
54- In any way; 55- Old Ethiopian emperor; 56- Sun-dried brick; 57- Clasp 
for a door; 58- On ___ with: equal to; 59- Nerve network; 60- Remnant; 
62- Actress Bonet; 64- Cal. pages; 65- Addams Family cousin;

BEETLE BAILEY R
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Sydney

Researchers yesterday 
voiced renewed hope of 

discovering why Australia’s 
first submarine sank, after a 
detailed underwater survey 
of the long-lost wreck off 
Papua New Guinea led by 
Microsoft co-founder Paul 
Allen.

HMAS AE1, the first of two 
E Class submarines built for 
the Royal Australian Navy, 
vanished on September 14, 
1914 near the Duke of York 
Islands.

The disappearance of 

the sub, carrying 35 crew 
members from Australia, 
Britain and New Zealand, 
was the nation’s most 
enduring military mystery 
until the wreck was found 
in December following 12 
previous expeditions.

The new survey, conducted 
earlier this month with 
Allen’s research vessel the 
R/V Petrel, used a remotely-
operated vehicle to inspect 
the sub and collect more than 
8,500 high-resolution photos 
and several hours of video 
footage. (AFP)  

Seoul

South Korea halted anti-
North Korea propaganda 

broadcasts across their tense 
border yesterday as officials 
from the two Koreas met 
again to work out details of 
their leaders’ upcoming talks, 
expected to focus on the 
North’s nuclear program.

Seoul had been blasting 
propaganda messages and 
K-pop songs from border 
loudspeakers since the 
North’s fourth nuclear test 
in early 2016. The North 

quickly matched the South’s 
action with its own border 
broadcasts and launches of 
balloons carrying anti-South 
Korea leaflets across the 
border.

South Korea turned off 
its broadcasts yesterday to 
ease military tensions and 
establish an environment 
for peaceful talks, Seoul’s 
Defence Ministry said in a 
statement. It said Seoul hopes 
the decision will lead to both 
sides stopping slander and 
propaganda activities. (AP)

Colorado

US customs charged a 
Delta passenger US$500 

for an apple the airline gave 
out as a free snack on a flight 
from France.  

Crystal Tadlock was 
given an apple sealed in a 
wrapper on her flight from 
Paris on Wednesday. She was 
not hungry at the time and 
figured it would be a good 
snack for her second leg back 
to Denver, she told a local 
media station in Colorado.

Tadlock likely passed by 
numerous signs and alerts 
from customs warning of 
items that must be declared 

at her port of entry in 
Minneapolis. This includes 
fresh fruit, Customs and 
Border Patrol says.

A random search 
brought Tadlock in contact 
with a customs agent who 
found the contraband  
apple.

“He had asked me if my 
trip to France was expensive 
and I said, ‘yeah.’ I didn’t 
really get why he was asking 
that question, and then he 
said ‘It’s about to get a lot 
more expensive after I charge 
you US$500,’” Tadlock 
told the news station.  (The 
Washington Post)

Underwater survey reveals 
secrets of Aussie WWI wreck 

US hunts semi 
nude gunman 

US police hunted a semi-
nude gunman who shot four 
people dead at a waffle res-
taurant after he fled from a 
“hero” who disarmed him.

A Belgian court sentenced 
Paris attacks suspect Salah 
Abdeslam and a co-accused 
to 20 years in prison for try-
ing to kill police during a 
shootout in Brussels in 2016.

Former Malawi President 
Joyce Banda will return home 
after spending over three 
years in self-imposed exile 
because of graft allegations.

Former US president Barack 
Obama will deliver the annual 
Nelson Mandela memorial lec-
ture at a 4,000-capacity arena 
in South Africa’s Johannesburg 
in July.

Paris attack suspect 
jailed in Belgium

Former Malawi pres 
returns from exile

Obama to deliver 
Mandela lecture 

“We fully agreed that we will 
never accept a nuclear-armed 
North Korea. We shared the view 
that (the North’s announcement) 
made no reference to the 
abandonment of (the North’s) 
nuclear programme”

-Taro Kono
Japanese Foreign Minister

If Kim agrees to abandon North 
Korea’s nuclear programme, do you 
think that could be a threat for the 
country?

Yes               No              Cant Say

S.Korea halts broadcasts 
before summit with North

Woman fined $500 for free 
airline snack at customs

Beijing 

Thirty-two Chinese tourists 
and four North Koreans 

died when a bus crashed off a 
bridge in North Korea, China’s 
foreign ministry said yesterday, 
with two Chinese nationals in 
critical condition.

Chinese tourists make up 
about 80 per cent of all foreign 
visitors to North Korea, says 
a South Korean think-tank, 
the Korea Maritime Institute, 
which estimates that tourism 
generates revenue of about 
$44 million each year for the 
isolated country.

Chinese diplomats visited 
the scene of Sunday’s crash in 
North Hwanghae province, the 
foreign ministry said.

State television’s main 
Chinese-language news 
channel showed images of a 
crashed blue bus with its wheels 
in the air, in footage taken in 

pouring rain in the dark.
It also showed at least 

one person being treated in 
hospital.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang told 
reporters he could not give 
additional details of the 
accident as an investigation 
was under way.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
had asked the Foreign Ministry 
and Chinese embassy to take 
“all necessary means” to handle 
the accident, the ministry said 
in a later statement.

In a separate statement, 
China’s health ministry said it 
was sending a team of medical 
experts, along with equipment 
and drugs, to North Korea, to 
help treat survivors.

The North Hwanghae 
province that borders South 
Korea is home to Kaesong, 
an ancient Korean capital 

thronged by tourists.
North Korea is a popular, if 

offbeat, tourist destination for 
Chinese, especially those from 
the country’s northeast.

China said more than 
237,000 Chinese visited in 
2012, but stopped publishing 
the figures in 2013.

China is North Korea’s 
most important economic 
and diplomatic backer, 
despite Beijing’s anger at 
Pyongyang’s repeated nuclear 
and missile tests and support 
for strong United Nations 
sanctions against North  
Korea.

North and South Korea are in 
the final stages of preparations 
for a summit between North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
and South Korean President 
Moon Jae-In at the border 
truce village of Panmunjom on 
Friday. (Reuters)

NKorea crash 
kills 32 tourists

Phnom Penh 

The population of 
Cambodia’s critically 

endangered river dolphin is 
growing for the first time in 
decades, conservations said 
yesterday, hailing a major 
turnaround for the freshwater 
species.

The Irrawaddy dolphins, 
known for their bulging 
foreheads and short beaks, 
once swam through much of 
the Mekong river but in recent 
decades have been limited to 
a 190 km (118 mile) stretch 
from central Cambodia to its 

northern border with Laos.
The population has been in 

steady decline since the first 
census was taken in 1997, 
dropping from 200 that year 
to 80 in 2015 due to habitat 

loss and destructive fishing 
practices.

But new births, including 
three calves in 2018, and a decline 
in deaths has put the species  
on path to recovery. (AFP) 

Cambodia river dolphins 
makes historic rebound

Conservationists have hope for the future of Irrawaddy dolphin

A section of the Pyongyang to Kaesong highway is shown in 2016.

A South Korean soldier stands near the loudspeakers near 
the border area between South Korea and North Korea in 
Yeoncheon, South Korea.



“It’s crazy what we do, there’s 
no limit. If you make a 

mistake, you can die.”
They are the chilling words of 

Japan’s Taka Higashino, one of 
the stars of freestyle motocross, 
the daring but not always death-
defying sport which is gripping a 
worldwide audience.

After performing a series of 
high-risk jumps off ramps set 
up inside an arena in the French 
city of Tours, the 33-year-old 
Higashino, a veteran of the X 
Games culture, warned the sport 
is not for the faint-hearted.

In 2009, Jeremy Lutz, a 
24-year-old Californian and 
an X Games gold medallist the 
previous year, was killed after a 
fall in competition.

Five years ago, Eigo Sato 
of Japan died after a training 
accident.

Sato’s death almost pushed 
Higashino to the brink of 
quitting.

“But as soon as I got back on 
the bike, I felt great. I know only 
that this sport makes me smile,” 
he said.

The more dazzling the tricks 
on their bikes, the better. And 
the packed house in Tours got 
their money’s worth as riders 
flew more than 10 metres off the 
ground.

Once airborne, they take 
their hands and feet off their 
machines while allowing their 
bikes to somersault around 
them, twisting and turning at 
180 degrees.

The dramatic shapes they 
make are reflected by their 
names -- ‘Tsunami’, ‘Kiss of 
Death’, ‘Cliffhanger’, ‘Shaolin’, 
‘Superman’.

French star Tom Pages, one 
of the leading exponents of 
the sport, admits it’s a tough 
addiction to shake.

“Every time I go to the X 
Games or Madrid (where the 
high-profile RedBull X Fighters 
event takes place) I ask myself: 
‘What am I doing there? I tell 
myself that this will be the last 
time,” he told AFP.

“It’s too hard a life, the knot 
in your stomach, the urge to 
vomit.”

The sport of freestyle 
motocross -- or FMX -- enjoys 
a global circuit, boasting bright 
lights and dancing girls, and is 
run under the supervision of 
the international motorcycling 
federation.

There are two major 
centrepieces -- the RedBull X 
Fighters in Madrid in front 
of 25,000 fans and the long-
established X Games.

Other events run in parallel -- 
in Mexico, the freestyle stars pull 
in crowds of 45,000.

Not bad for a discipline which 
has only been in existence for 
two decades.

It all started in 1997 when 
riders headed out to the deserts 
of America, leaping over sand 
dunes.

“They were real freestylers, 
tattooed, real trashers, people 
who had a high level in motorcycle 
racing but who preferred to party 
and do anything in the dunes, 
people who lived their lives,” 
said Charles Pages, the brother 
of Tom.

Charles Pages is a former rider 
himself but after a serious injury, 

now acts as a judge.
He fell heavily competing at 

the Bercy arena in Paris in 2010, 
suffered a head injury and was 
in a coma for a number of days.

But he was still hooked and 
three years later he was back 
in the saddle before another 
accident in 2015 left him with a 
shattered ankle.

“I was depressed like never 
before, I couldn’t see the point in 
getting up in the morning, to eat, 
breathe, to live,” the 37-year-old 
recalled after realising his days of 
competing were over.

“Everything I did in my life 
was in relation to this sport. 
Today, things are better, but 
the adrenaline I had when I was 
riding, I know I’ll never find it 
again.

“There has to be risk because 
that’s where the adrenaline is.” 
(AFP)
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The sport of freestyle motocross -- or FMX -- enjoys a global circuit, boasting bright lights and 
dancing girls, and is run under the supervision of the international motorcycling federation

A motocrosss rider in action

Australian rider Pat 
Bowden performs
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Man City thrash Swansea 5-0
Manchester

Manchester City celebrated 
their title success in style 

with a resounding 5-0 win over 
Swansea at the Etihad Stadium.

David Silva, Raheem Sterling, 
Kevin De Bruyne, Bernardo 
Silva and Gabriel Jesus were all 
on target as City outclassed the 
Swans in their first match since 
being crowned Premier League 
champions.

It was a rampant display 
by Pep Guardiola’s side, who 
showed the pursuit of Premier 
League records for most wins, 
goals and points could well 
sustain them in the closing 
weeks of the campaign.

Their tallies now stand at 
29, 98 and 90 respectively. The 
records, all held by Chelsea, 
stand at 30, 103 and 95.

Swansea welcomed the 
champions to the field with a 
guard of honour on the halfway 
line -- and they remained 
similarly accommodating 
for much of the game. Their 
need for points to be sure of 
avoiding relegation had to be 
put on hold.

The hosts were allowed to 
ease into their stride and it took 

them just 12 minutes to open 
the scoring.

De Bruyne played Sterling 
behind the Swans defence and 
his low cross was flicked up and 

rifled into the bottom corner of 
the net by David Silva.

David Silva was involved 
again as City doubled their lead 
five minutes later, releasing 

Fabian Delph with a quick 
one-two, allowing the left-back 
to whip in another low ball. 
Sterling made no mistake from 
close range.

City continued to carve 
open the visitors with ease and 
Swansea had Lukasz Fabianski 
to thank for keeping the score 
down.

Fabianski plucked a curling 
effort from Bernardo Silva from 
the air and kept out further 
shots in quick succession from 
De Bruyne and Sterling. He 
also denied Jesus while Sterling 
had a penalty appeal turned 
down following a challenge by 
Alfie Mawson.

Swansea struggled to get out 
of their own half but Martin 
Olsson was booked for diving 
on a rare attack and Mawson 
also shot straight at Ederson 
from distance.

City continued in the same 
dominant fashion after the 
break with De Bruyne lashing a 
shot into the side-netting.

That provided Swansea with 
a forewarning of what was to 
come with the Belgian scoring 
City’s third with a screaming 
long-range shot after 54 
minutes.

The fourth was not long in 
coming as Sterling this time 
was awarded a penalty after a 
sliding challenge from Ki Sung-
yueng. Fabianksi managed to 
tip Gabriel Jesus’ spot-kick 
onto the post but Bernardo 
Silva followed up to score on 
the rebound. (PA Sport)

Salah crowned PFA 
Player of the Year
London

Mohamed Salah was 
crowned the Premier 

League’s Players’ Player of 
the Year on Sunday, with 
his incredible 41-goal debut 
season at Liverpool beating 
out strong competition from 
Manchester City’s Kevin de 
Bruyne.

“It’s a big honour. I’ve 
worked hard and I’m very 
happy to win it,” Salah said 
at the ceremony on Sunday 
evening.

Salah matched a Premier 
League record tally 
for a single season 
by scoring his 31st 
league goal of the 
campaign in 
a 2-2 draw at 
West Brom on 
Saturday.

“ Y o u ’ r e 
c o m p a r i n g 
your name with 
some great 
names,” he said, 
on the prospect 
of breaking the 
record. “To break 
the Premier 
League record 
is something 
huge in 
England and 
all over in the 

world. “There are still three 
games to go. I want to break 
this record.”

Salah has also netted seven 
times in eight Champions 
League games, including in 
both legs of Liverpool’s 5-1 
quarter-final thrashing of 
City, to carry his side to a 
first semi-final for a decade.

De Bruyne showed why 
he had been many people’s 
early-season favourite for the 
prize with an 
i n c r e d i b l e 
l o n g -
r a n g e 
strike for 
his 12th 

goal of the season to go with a 
league-high number of assists 
as champions City thrashed 
Swansea 5-0 on Sunday.

“From my point of view 
when you are analysing 10 
months, there is no player 
better than him,” said City 
manager Pep Guardiola of 
the Belgian midfielder.

“Maybe there are numbers 
better but for me he was the 
best. But it is my opinion, the 
opinions of the players could 
be different. But in the end, 
in summer time he will be at 
home being champion.”

City did pick up a prize 
from the PFA gala in central 
London on Sunday, though, 
as Leroy Sane won the Young 
Player of the Year.

Sane, another City 
team-mate David 
Silva, De Bruyne, 
M a n c h e s t e r 
U n i t e d 

g o a l k e e p e r 
David De 

Gea and 
Tottenham 
s t r i k e r 
H a r r y 

Kane were 
the other five 
nominees for 
the main prize. 
(AFP)

Klopp calls for Roma respect
Anfield 

Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp warned the club’s 

fans not to repeat the scenes that 
saw windows of Manchester 
City’s team bus smashed by 
thrown cans and bottles ahead 
of their Champions League 
semi-final, first leg against 
Roma at Anfield today.

City became just the latest 
victims of a famous European 
night at Anfield on the pitch 
three weeks ago as Liverpool 
raced into a 3-0 first leg lead 
that laid the foundations for 
their 5-1 aggregate victory over 
the English champions in the 
quarter-finals.

However, Klopp wants to 
retain the passion inside the 
stadium without the ugly scenes 
outside which are the subject of 
a UEFA investigation.

“In the stadium do it again 
and better. Outside the stadium, 
please show the respect we have 
to show,” said Klopp yesterday. 
“This is such an outstanding 
football club, an outstanding 

football family, known for 
fantastic atmospheres all over 
the world, so we don’t need to 
throw whatever at the bus of 
the opposing team.

The Italians will be greeted 
by at least one familiar face 

in Mohamed Salah, but it is 
the Egyptian who poses the 
biggest threat to their dream 
of returning to the final for 
the first time since they lost to 
Liverpool on home soil in 1984. 
(AFP)

Arsenal’s Elneny suffers ankle ligament damage
London

Arsenal midfielder 
Mohamed Elneny faces a 

spell out with an ankle ligament 
injury but the Premier League 
club are hopeful he can return 
to action before the end of the 
season.

Egypt international Elneny 
was carried off the pitch before 

halftime in Sunday’s 4-1 home 
victory over West Ham United 
following a collision with 
midfielder Mark Noble.

“Further to assessments and 
scans on Sunday and Monday, 
we can confirm that Mo Elneny 
has sustained ligament damage 
to his left ankle,” Arsenal said 
on their website.

Elneny, 25, is hoping to be 
fit to play for his country in the 
World Cup in Russia starting 
in June.

“We are hoping that Mo 
will available for Arsenal again 
this season and we are keeping 
in regular contact with the 
Egyptian Football Association,” 
Arsenal said. (Reuters)

Manchester City team celebrate their victory

Jurgen Klopp

Mohamed Salah



London

Novak Djokovic is a potential 
threat to Rafael Nadal’s hopes 

of collecting more clay-court titles, 
the Spaniard has himself admitted.

Nadal claimed the 54th title 
of his career on his favoured red 
surface in Monte Carlo on Sunday 
when he beat Kei Nishikori to 

remain world No 1.
The 31-year-old now looks 

to retain another title as he 
travels to his homeland for 
the Barcelona Open.

But there, he has 
admitted the returning 
Djokovic - who won 
back-to-back games in 
Monaco before losing out 

to Dominic Thiem - could 
be a threat.

The Serbian has been 
drawn in the same quarter 

which could see them go head-
to-head in the last eight, 

with Nadal likely to 
face Nishikori once 

again in the third 
round.

Djokovic is in 
Barcelona for 

the first time in 12 years, entering 
as a wildcard after the momentum 
and confidence gained from his 
wins in Monte Carlo - which 
snapped a three-game losing streak 
after coming back from an elbow 
injury.

But Nadal is wary that Djokovic, 
and Grigor Dimitrov could offer 
some resistance to his hopes of 
a clay-court clean sweep across 
Barcelona, Madrid, Rome and 
Roland Garros.

Asked whether it was only 
Dimitrov or Djokovic that could 
down him on his favoured clay 
surface, Nadal replied: “I don’t 
know. I don’t think that much. 
I just think about my opponent 
every day on the other part of the 
net.

“Of course, I know there are 
more dangerous rivals than others. 
The ones you mentioned, one won 
12 Grand Slams, the other one won 
three. Of course, these two players 
can beat me. Of course, there are 
other ones that can beat me, too.

“But you mentioned two great 
players. Of course, Nishikori is 
another great player. Dimitrov, 
No. 5 of the world. I don’t know, 
[Alexander] Zverev No. 4. Of 
course, when you play against the 
best players of the world, you can 
lose. (express.co.uk)
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Returning Djokovic could 
be a threat, admits Nadal

Madrid

Croatia’s Ivo Karlovic hit 29 aces as he beat 
Spaniard Tommy Robredo 6-7(5) 7-6(8) 6-4 in 

the first round of the Barcelona Open yesterday.
The Croatian, both the oldest and tallest player at 

the clay court tournament at 39 years old and 211 
centimetres, used his cannonball serve to beat the 
former champion at the club he has trained at since 
he was 14.

Karlovic will face another Spaniard in eighth seed 
Roberto Bautista Agut on Tuesday in the round of 
32.

Pablo Cuevas, Rogerio Dutra Silva, Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Marcel Granollers, Malek Jaziri, 
Leonardo Mayer and Stefanos Tsitsipas all progressed 
in straight sets.

Dusan Lajovic beat Pedro Martinez 6-4 6-7(5) 6-3, 
while Benoit Paire squeezed past Nicolas Jarry 7-6(4) 
6-7(3) 6-4. (Reuters)

2018 could 
be my 
toughest title 
fight, says  
Hamilton
London

Lewis Hamilton says 2018 
world championship 

victory would mean more than 
his previous Formula 1 titles 
given that Mercedes might 
currently only be the third-
fastest team behind Ferrari and 
Red Bull.

Last season Hamilton 
made it clear how much more 
satisfying it was to be fighting 
a driver from another team, 
as he went head to head with 
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel after 
three years of battling previous 
Mercedes team-mate Nico 
Rosberg.

Mercedes has yet to win a 
grand prix in 2018, with Red 
Bull also now in the mix and 
Kimi Raikkonen raising his 
game for Ferrari too.

Asked what it would mean 
to beat two rival teams to a 
title, Hamilton replied: “Who 
knows what the season holds? 
If it continues the way it is, it’s 
going to be very tough to win.

“But if there’s an opportunity, 
and we were to finish on top, 
it would mean even more, as 
it’s even a tougher season than 
before.”

Hamilton admitted that his 
difficult weekend in China had 
emphasised that Mercedes does 
not have the fastest car at the 
moment.

“My goal is obviously still 
the same, but it is clear from 
the weekend that we are not the 
quickest,” he said.

“We’ve lost performance 
since Melbourne, and maybe 
more so even [at Shanghai].” 
(Autosport)

Rosberg creates new young driver academy
London

Ex-Formula 1 driver Nico 
Rosberg has created his 

own driver development 
programme, aimed at being 
able to “find and support new 
talent in motorsport”.

Rosberg has recruited two 
kart racers for the launch of 
the Rosberg Young Drivers 
Academy, with backing from 
Mercedes F1 partner Petronas.

Rosberg has joined forces 
with his former karting mentor 
Dino Chiesa, who ran the 
‘Mercedes-Benz-McLaren’ 
MBM team for Rosberg and 
Lewis Hamilton in 2000-01.

“Dino is the best in the 
karting world and I believe in 
the performance of Dino’s own 
Kart Republic Chassis which 
we will be using,” said Rosberg, 
who launched the project in 
Italy last weekend.

“He was my boss in all my 

international karting years. 
The most successful year was 
when Lewis and I were in Team 
MBM and Dino lead us to great 
successes.

“We have been friends ever 
since, so it is special to now 
join forces to support the stars 
of the future.”

British racer Taylor Barnard 

(13) and Italian Lorenzo 
Travisanutto (18) are the 
first two drivers to be signed 
up, with Rosberg adding “we 
look forward to taking on the 

karting world together”.
Chiesa added: “Today the 

development of a driver is not 
only turning the steering wheel. 
It’s more than that. It’s more 

about engineering, marketing 
and media.

“That’s why I believe that 
Nico and I are a good mix to 
support talent.” (Autosport)

Ivo Karlovic beats 
Tommy Robredo

Ivo Karlovic (file pic)

Nico Rosberg recruited two kart racers for the launch of the Rosberg Young Drivers Academy

Rafael Nadal
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SCORECARDS
Match 1: K Hotel VS Marriott 
Executive Apartments
 Marriott 59/5 from 6 overs 
defeated K Hotel 27 all out in 
4.3 overs by 32 runs.
Man of the match: Manjeet 
(Marriott)
 
Match 2: Ritz-Carlton A VS 
Ramada Amwaj
 Ritz-Carlton A 73/2 from 6 
overs defeated Ramada 
Amwaj 31 all out in 5.1 overs 

by 42 runs. Man of the Match: 
Luqman(Ritz-Carlton A)
 
Match 3: Four Seasons B VS 
Swiss-bel
 Four Seasons B 93/5 from 6 
overs defeated Swiss-bel 12 
all out in 4 overs by 81 runs. 
Man of the Match: Anil (Four 
Seasons B)
 
Match 4: Best Western VS 
Diplomat Radisson Blu

 Diplomat 36/3 from 6 overs 
defeated Best Western 13 all 
out in 5.1 overs by 13 runs. 
Man of the Match: Yasir 
(Diplomat)
 
Match 5: Gulf Hotel VS Swiss-
bel
 Swiss-bel 44 all out in 6 overs 
lost to Gulf Hotel 45/0 from 3.3 
overs for 6 wickets. Man of the 
Match: Hari (Gulf Hotel) 

Marriott triumph over K Hotel CBA: Hajweri defeat Shahico

Marriott Executive Apartments defeated K Hotel on Sunday in the Ritz Carlton Bahrain 
Inter Hotel Charity Cricket Tournament.

DT News Network
Manama

Hajweri beat Shahico by 9 
wickets in the latest matches 

of the CBA Division B cricket 
tournament.

Toss was won by Shahico 
and elected to bat first, Opener 
Shehzad scored a quick 41 runs 
helped them towards a big total. 

Allaudin scores 35 runs in 17 
ball helped them to put 211 runs 
at the end of 25 overs. Mirza took 
three wickets for Hajweri.

Chasing the target, opener 
Imran hammered all the 
opponent bowlers. He scored 135 
runs in just 66 ball includes 15 
boundaries and seven sixes and 

carried his team to the victory.
Other scores:
Asgharali 107/3 in 17 overs 

(Atif 52, Satya 2/20) beat Strikers 
106/10 (Satya 40, Shahzad 4/16) 
by 7 wickets.

Division D T 20 Semi-Finals:
Mudabbar 72/2 (Waqas 35, 

Touseef 21) beat Al Ghad Cargo 
71/10 (Jerin 19, Abdulla 4/10) by 
8 wickets.

Liaison 223/8 (Riaz 71, Shehzad 
45, Faisal 42, Usman 3/40) beat 
MNCA Arabian Oryxes 139/10 
(Haider 65, Zubair 2/17) by 84 
runs.

Division D 25 overs League:
Masters 128/5 in 23.3 overs 

(Faisal 59, Kabeer 2/22) beat 

Royal Blaster 126/10 (Philson 33, 
Sakir 3/31) by 5 wickets.

Azeem CC 117/8 in 18 overs 
(Zeeshan 36, Ajeesh 2/15) beat 
NDC Bahrain 114/7 (Rahul 27, 
Faizan 4/22) by 2 wickets.

Magic Bubbles 117/2 in 15 
overs (Shami 41, Fateh 34) beat 
Spartans 116/10 (Zeeshan 23, 
Wasif 4/16, Fahad 3/18) by 8 
wickets.

Sprite 196/7 (Abdullah 35, 
Abubakar 35, Ratan 2/27) beat 
Titans 109/9 (Ratan 27, Latif 22, 
Asif 3/15) by 86 runs.

Rangers 80/3 in 14 overs 
(Antony 24, Nabeel 2/26) beat 
Shafiq Glass 78/10 (Nabeel 15, 
Police Khan 4/21) by 7 wickets.

Open championship begins
DT News Network
Manama

The 4th edition of Bahrain 
Open Championship 

has kicked off under the 
patronage of HH Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
First Deputy President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports, President of 
Bahrain Athletics Association 
and Honorary President of 
Bahrain Mixed Martial Arts 
Association.

HH Shaikh Khalid 
emphasized the most 
important goal of holding 
such local championship is 
to support the spreading of 
fighting sports widely and 
encourage Bahraini, Gulf and 
Arab youths practicing sports, 
in a way that brings out talents 
and grant them opportunity to 
discover their talents. 

HH Shaikh Khalid added 
that supporting the position of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
achieving more success on the 
level of such sports through 
forming national teams able 
to participate in the next 
championship perfectly.

HH Shaikh Khalid hailed 
the support of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, that contributed to 
Bahrain’s achieving more 

success in all fields of sports 
especially in the field of MMA.

“His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Chairman of 
Supreme Council for Youth 

and Sports, President of the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Royal Charity 
Organisation, has granted 
us continuous motivation 

on our path to perform our 
plan and develop the Bahraini 
Mixed Martial Arts to reach 
the desired goal in making 
Bahrain number one in this 
field,” HH Shaikh Khalid said.

He has appreciated the 
efforts of both the local and 
Gulf clubs as well as the efforts 
of the Federation. After the 
speech of the association 
president, the MOE music 

band performed live.
HH Shaikh Khalid awarded 

the sponsors and media and he 
received a gift and posed for a 
photograph with members of 
the organizing committee.

Highlight from the inaugural ceremony HH Shaikh Khalid

Imran - HajweriRiaz - Liaison Atif - AsgharaliRitz-Carlton A
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P23 Open championship 
begins

Hardeep 
to fight 

John 
Brewin

DT News Network
Manama

Brave Combat Federation has 
announced that Hardeep Rai will 

be competing in the twelfth edition 
of the event in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Rai is the only Mixed Martial 
Artist of Indian origin to secure 
a medal at the IMMAF World 
Championships. He will face John 
Brewin from New Zealand in the 
Lightweight division. 

Both athletes had a promising 
amateur career showcasing 
dominant performances at the 

IMMAF amateur events and have 
been undefeated professional 
careers. 

The event marks the third 
appearance for Hardeep Rai with 
Brave Combat Federation. 

In previous fights, Hardeep has 
secured first round victories earning 
his reputation as the most fierce 
fighter of Indian origin. 

Meanwhile Brewin will be having 
his first fight in Brave Combat 
Federation and both fighters will 
be competing in Indonesia for the 
first time.

Brave 12: Gaziev 
signs to face Mafra
DT News Network
Manama

Gadzhimusa Gaziev has 
signed to face the former 

UFC fighter, Leonardo Mafra 
at Brave 12: KHK Legacy 
hosted in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Gaziev had moved to the 
Middleweight division of 
Brave Combat Federation 
after three bouts in the 
welterweight division of the 
promotion. 

Gaziev debuted in 

the first edition of Brave 
Combat Federation as a 
replacement for Mohammad 
Fakhreddine, to face Thiago 
Vieira. 

In the bout, Gaziev 
shocked the fans by handing 
over the first defeat in the 
career of Thiago Vieira. 

Gaziev won the fight by 
knock out also putting an 
end to the eight fight win 
streak of Vieira. However 
the next two fights ended 

up with disappointing losses 
against Carl Booth and Erik 
Carlsson. 

Gaziev had been looking 
to bounce back with a victory 
in the promotion. The event 
also marks the first fight of 
Mafra with Brave Combat 
Federation. 

Both the fighters will be 
competing for the first time 
in Indonesia. The fight night 
will take place at May 11 at 
Balai Sarbini in Jakarta.

Hardeep Rai alongside KHK MMA team

Gadzhimusa Gaziev


