
Melbourne

Rafael Nadal fought back to deny 
mercurial Frenchman Gael 

Monfils over four sets and reach 
his first Grand Slam quarter-final 
since 2015 at the Australian Open 
yesterday.

The 14-time Grand Slam champion 
defeated sixth-seeded Monfils 6-3, 
6-3, 4-6, 6-4 on Rod Laver Arena 
in almost three hours and will play 
Canada’s world number three Milos 
Raonic in the quarters.

It was a gutsy effort from the never-
say-die Spaniard, who was down a 
service break with a fifth set looming 
before he broke sixth-seeded Monfils 
twice to clinch victory.

The 2009 champion reached the 
last eight in Melbourne for the ninth 
time. He hasn’t contested a Grand 
Slam quarter-final   since the  2015 
French Open.

“I’m very happy being in the 
quarter-finals of a Grand Slam after a 
couple of years without being there,” 
he said.

“I start the season playing quarter-
finals in a Grand Slam again, especially 
on hard court after a couple of years 
without being in this round which is 
great news.”

It was Nadal’s first win over a top-

10 player at a Grand Slam 
since he defeated number 
two Novak Djokovic to win 
the title at Roland Garros 
in 2014, his last major win.

“Gael is a special 
player. He is able to play 
unbelievable shots. It is a 
pleasure to see him in the 
top rankings,” Nadal said.

“Sometimes it’s tough 
to play against Gael when 
you don’t know what he’s 
going to do. He combines 
mistakes with great shots.”

Nadal will go into his 
Australian quarter-final with 
a 6-2 lead over Raonic in their 
previous meetings.

“He’s an opponent that makes you 
feel that you’re playing with a lot 
of pressure all the time because his 
serve is huge and he’s playing very 
aggressive from the baseline,” Nadal 
said.

Monfils was broken in his opening 
service game as Nadal went on to take 
the first set in 46 minutes.

Nadal lost his service in the sixth 
game but broke the unpredictable 
Frenchman three times to open up a 
two-set lead and was closing in on a 
straight-sets victory.

B u t 
Monfils 
f o u g h t 
b a c k , 
breaking Nadal 
in the ninth game 
and saving three 
break points in serving it 
out to trail 2-1 in sets. (AFP)

SPORTS

Hon.Chairman Najeb Yacob Alhamer    |    Responsible Editor Mahmood AI Mahmood    |    Managing Editor Soman Baby    |    Managing Director P. Unnikrishnan    |    Adviser  Med Jones
Advt : Strategic Publicity & Advertising Co.W.L.L    |    Tel: 17270710, Fax17256470,  Email: marketing@dt.bh    |    Newsroom: Tel: 17579911, Fax17250150, Email: news@dt.bh

Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing    |    Subscription & circulation: Tel: 38444698/17579877/Fax17250150, Email:subscription@dt.bh    |    Website: www.dt.bh

2424 Tuesday, January 24, 2017

P23
Raonic Serena into 
last  eight 

Po
rt
e

breaks
the jinx
Subdues Monfils to break quarter-final drought

Nadal


