
Washington 

US President Donald 
Trump is open to 

conducting joint operations 
with Russia to combat 
the Islamic State group in  
Syria, his spokesman said 
yesterday.

“If there’s a way we can 
combat ISIS with any  
country, whether it’s Russia 
or anyone else, and we have 
a shared national interest in 
that, sure, we’ll take it,” press 

secretary Sean Spicer told 
reporters when asked about 
the prospect of joint military 
action in Syria.

Change in trade moves
President Donald Trump 
yanked the United States out 
of a major Pacific trade deal 
Monday, making good on an 
election campaign promise 
and delivering a hammer blow 
to Asian allies.

Trump said he had 

“terminated” the Trans-
Pacific Partnership -- a trade 
deal binding the United States, 
Australia, Canada, Japan, 
Vietnam and seven other 
allies against growing Chinese 
economic clout.

Together, TPP members 
represent 40 percent of the 
world economy.

After signing an executive 
order, Trump said he would 
be “going back to those 
countries one-on-one” to find 

terms more favorable to the 
United States.

“We are going to have trade 
but we are going to have one-
on-one,” he said.

“And if somebody 
misbehaves, we are going to 
send a letter of termination 
-- 30 days and they’ll either 
straighten it out or we are 
gone.”

Egypt military assistance
US President Donald Trump 

is committed to providing 
military assistance to Egypt, 
White House spokesman Sean 
Spicer said Monday, after the 
new Republican leader spoke 
with counterpart Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi.

Trump “underscored 
the United States remains 
committed to the bilateral 
relationship, which helped 
both countries overcome 
challenges in the region for 
decades,” Spicer said.

Washington’s annual $1.3 
billion in military aid was 
briefly suspended under 
Trump’s predecessor Barack 
Obama in 2013, following 
the ouster of then president 
Mohamed Morsi, but was fully 
reinstated in 2015.

Ties have nonetheless been 
fraught amid disagreements 
over a rights crackdown and 
Egypt’s support for renegade 
Libyan general Khalifa  
Haftar. (AFP)
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Rocky start to talks
Astana

Peace talks with Syrian 
rebels and the war-torn 

country’s government got  
off to a rocky start  
yesterday.

The Syrian rebels’ 
representatives vowed to keep 
fighting if peace negotiations 
with the government of 
President Bashar al-Assad 
fail, as the first day of talks 
in the Kazakh capital Astana 
ended with no apparent 
breakthrough.

Monday’s meetings, 

organised by key players 
Russia, Turkey and  
Iran, could have marked  
the first time armed rebel 
groups negotiated directly 
with the Assad regime  
since the conflict erupted in 
2011.

But the rebels backed 
out of direct talks because 
of the regime’s continued 
bombardment and attacks 
on a flashpoint area near 
Damascus.

However, they took part 
in indirect talks with the 

government and held a three-
way meeting with Russia, 
Turkey and the United 
Nations, an encounter rebel 
spokesman Yehya al-Aridi 
described as “long and 
productive”.

“If the negotiations 
succeed, then we are with the 
negotiations,” another rebel 
spokesman Osama Abu Zeid 
told  on Monday. 

“If they don’t succeed, 
unfortunately we’ll have 
no choice but to continue 
fighting.” 

France FM in Saudi to 
reaffirm ‘partnership’
Riyadh

France’s Foreign Minister 
Jean-Marc Ayrault arrived 

in Saudi Arabia yesterday to 
reaffirm the allies’ “strategic 
partnership”, as European 
concerns mount over US 
President Donald Trump’s 
foreign policies.

Ayrault, on his first 
ministerial visit to the 
kingdom, “will discuss the 
main regional issues, 
particularly the situations in 
Yemen, Iraq, Libya and Syria”, 

the French foreign ministry said 
 in a statement.

The minister is to meet 
his Saudi counterpart Adel 
al-Jubeir as well as King Salman. 
France’s ties with Saudi Arabia 
have grown under President 
Francois Hollande.

At the same time, Riyadh 
has been building alliances 
beyond with the US, to counter 
Iran, after concerns that former 
president Barack Obama had 
eased US policy towards 
Riyadh’s regional rival.

Gang rape in 
Sweden streamed 
live on Facebook

Stockholm

Three young men suspected 
of gang raping a woman in 

Sweden and livestreaming the 
attack on Facebook have been 
detained, police said, urging 
social media users on Monday 
to turn over the footage.

The suspects, aged 18, 20 and 
24, were arrested early Sunday 
in an apartment in Uppsala, 70 

kilometres (45 miles) north of 
Stockholm, in the presence of 
their 30-year-old victim after 
members of a Facebook group 
saw the attack streamed live 
and alerted police.

The closed Facebook group 
has 60,000 members.

Josefine Lundgren, 21, 
was one of the first to call 
authorities.

She told daily Expressen 
that the 24-year-old suspect, a 
repeat offender considered by 
police to be the main attacker, 
“tore the clothes off” his victim 
before raping her.

The attacker also “had 
apparently filmed everything 
and took pictures that he put 
on (messaging site) Snapchat,” 
she said.

At a press conference 
on Monday, investigators 
appealed to social media users 
who had images of the attack to 
turn them over to police.

“We have some picture and 
video material. But we don’t 
have any images showing the 
attack itself,” Uppsala deputy 
chief prosecutor Magnus 
Berggren said.

Indonesia holds 
IS-linked
group deported 
from Turkey
Jakarta

Indonesian police have 
detained 17 people with 

suspected links to the Islamic 
State (IS) group after Turkey 
deported them due to concerns 
they wanted to enter Syria, an 
official said yesterday.

Hundreds of people from 
Indonesia, which has the 
world’s biggest Muslim 
population, have flocked to 
join IS in the Middle East in 
recent years, stoking fears that 
radicals could launch attacks 
on home soil on their return.

The group, which included 
several children, was arrested 
at the international airport 
serving Jakarta on Saturday 
after arriving on a flight from 
Istanbul, said national police 
spokesman Rikwanto. Turkish 
authorities became suspicious 
the group was planning to 
enter Syria, where IS controls 
territory, and decided to send 
them back to Indonesia.Jean-Marc Ayrault

Chief opposition negotiator Mohammad Alloush (Center) 
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 Manama 

French Week 2017 ended on a high note with an 
Opera Dinner at the Sofitel Hotel.  The event was 

attended by the patron Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa and over 300 guests, who were entertained 
by opera singers from France. 

Speaking at the closing Opera Dinner, Bernard 
Regnauld-Fabre, stated: “The 4th edition of French 
Week had over 25 events take place, all of which 
embraced the imprint of French innovation, culture 
and lifestyle in the many parts of everyday life here 
in Bahrain.   

The weeklong celebration saw a packed schedule, 
including two art exhibitions that showcased the 
paintings of Aime Venel and photography of Maia 
Flore.  

Over 500 music fans attended the concerts of 
Yasmine Hamdan and Gypsy Jazz; while a world 
premiere of the film, Dalida was also shown during 
the Week. The beautiful Orchestre de Chambre 
de Versailles, conducted by Anne-Claude Villard, 
performed at the Louboutin Gala dinner as well as 
for two consecutive days at Bahrain City Centre.

French food was also highlighted with over 10 

gastronomy events taking place at venues around 
Bahrain, and promotions of French products at 
Lulu, Carrefour, Jawad, Géant and Al Jazira have 
also taken place. 

An anchor event during French Week included 
the visit of iconic French fashion designer, Christian 
Louboutin. A Gala Dinner, with over 350 guests, 
was held in his honour at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.   
During the evening a charity raffle also took place, 
raising over 1,300 Dinars for two local charities; the 
RIA Institute and the Down’s Syndrome Society. 

The visit of a high-level delegation from Alsace 
in France, headed by André Reichardt, Senator of 
the Bas-Rhin and President of Access Alsace was 
also part of the event. 

Over the weekend, shoppers were welcomed 
to the So French stand at Bahrain City Centre, 
which had a range of events, shows and more 
taking place, including three street artists 
specially flown from France, who enchanted the 
public with their juggling and acrobatic skills. 
A lucky winner from the mall also took home a 
Renault car, with the keys being handed over at 
last night’s Opera Dinner. 

 
French week
ends with
Opera Dinner

Delicious

•   1300 Dinars raised for local charities
•   Over 50 sponsors involved with French Week

Manama 

Well-know Bahrain-
based businessman, 

Dr. Varghese Kurian, the 
Chairman of VKL holdings and 
Al Namal Group of companies 
recently held a celebration for his  
employees. 

The event, a lavish annual 
New Year meal, was participated 
by more than 3500 employees. On 
this occasion, Dr. Kurian thanked the 
employees for their contributions. Dr. 
Kurian’s versatile business empire spreads 

across many different sectors, including 
real estate property development, 
constructions, health and hospitality  
divisions. In pictures, highlights of the 
event. 

Touching

DT News Network
Manama 

Trafco Group has announced promotions 
for their senior executive management 

members, effective January 2017.
General Manager Sridhar has been 

promoted as Group Chief Executive Officer 
and Assistant General Manager Sameer 
Abdulla Alkhan as Assistant Group Chief 
Executive Officer. 

Sridhar, a Chartered Accountant by 
profession, had held the positions of 
Group CFO and General Manager prior 
to this promotion during his 22 years of 
association with Trafco. Sameer with his 
additional role as Board and Corporate 
Governance Secretary and Compliance 

Officer has been with the group for over 
18 years.  

Trafco Group, listed in Bahrain Bourse, 
is a major food importer, a manufacturer 
of dairy products & mineral water as well 
as retailer and logistic service provider. 
This year the group enters into its 40th 
year of operations. 

Trafco announces promotions

 Sridhar Sameer Alkhan

hearts

French Week at City Centre


