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Yesterday her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bin 
Ebrahim Al Khalifa honoured public and private sector 

organisations that have empowered women in their sectors.
We salute Her Royal Highness for the award for women 

empowerment that mainly aims at placing capable and 
qualified women in jobs through which they contribute 
towards the overall growth of their beloved country.

And we salute the government organisations and private 
sector for successfully achieving their targets and empowering 
women. 

This award reflects the dedication of the highest authority 
in empowering women towards showing appreciation and 
gratitude for Bahraini women who have especially in the last 
two decades accepted many challenges and got involved in 
work places that we one day only saw men serve in. But this 
is the case always. The highest authorities empower women..
and many organisations in both the public and private sectors 
execute and implement these policies but unfortunately there 
remain to be organisations in the public sector itself that fail 
to empower women and still consider women second class 
..not citizens..but also human beings and deprive women 
of climbing the ladder and occupying the seats and the 
management levels men have always occupied. 

This has always been the case..His Majesty the King 
appoints women as ministers and members of the Shura 
Council and the public fail to vote for women and just a few 
reach the parliament..It is certainly impossible to question 
voters choices since this is what democracy is all about.
Majority wins. But what we as a state should do is question 
the organisations that do not empower women..organisations 
that actually demoralise capable and qualified women. These 
are organisations that report to the government and should be 
held accountable for depriving women of their rights. 

Many surveys and statistics provided by such organisations 
do give numbers that say something about women’s 
involvement in the workforce but numbers do not necessarily 
reflect the bitter truth and reality. Your Royal Highness..
special gratitude goes to you for believing in us. The supreme 
Council for Women..special thanks to all the efforts you exert 
into spreading awareness on the role of women in our society 
and empowering them through the committees that are 
formed to involve more women in leading position. But what 
we as Bahraini women also need is a committee that is strictly 
dedicated to monitoring how high managements in some 
government organisations deprive women of rights which you 
as the highest authority has granted us. These organisations 
need to understand the constitutional rights of women and 
abide to what our leadership has granted us.

The formula is simple..we have proven success in all the 
positions we were assigned to but some officials appointed in 
high positions have proven failure.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Deputy King, His Royal Highness, Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, yesterday held his weekly Majlis at Riffa Palace. Members of the Royal 
family, senior government officials, members of the Shura Council and Council of Representatives, members of municipal councils, religious 
and community leaders, journalists, and diplomats attended the Majlis. The Majlis visitors extended their appreciation and gratitude to His 
Royal Highness for hosting the Majlis, and emphasised the important role His Royal Highness plays in advancing sustainable development.
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Deputy King, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
yesterday congratulated the 
winners of 2017 IMMAF 
World Championships, hailing 
the role played by the sports 
sector in “boosting Bahrain’s 
international standing.”

Prince Salman was receiving 
His Highness Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Representative of His Majesty 
the King for Charity and 
Youth Affairs, President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports and President of the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee, 
at Riffa Palace.

The meeting followed the 
conclusion of the 2017 IMMAF 
World Championships of 
Amateur MMA which was 
hosted at the Khalifa Sports City 
last week. The Bahrain team 
came second overall, winning 
two Gold and three Bronze 
medals at the 2017 IMMAF 
World Championships

During the meeting, His 
Highness Shaikh Nasser 

introduced the Bahraini 
winners of the 2017 IMMAF 
World Championships and 
the 2017 IFBB World Junior 
and Master Championships. 
The 2017 IMMAF World 
Championships saw a broad 
range of competitions and 
attracted over 254 athletes 
from 51 different countries

Deputy King welcomed the 
achievements of the winners 
and highlighted that this is a 
unique opportunity to share 
with the world Bahrain’s 
significant achievements in 
sports and youth development.

Prince Salman extended his 
congratulations to the winners, 
while emphasising the role of 
His Highness Shaikh Nasser 
and His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the First Deputy Chairman of 
the Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sport (SCYS), President 
of the West Asian Athletics 
Association and the President 
of the Bahrain Athletics 
Association (BAA), in forming 
partnerships with international 
sports organisations. 

Shaikh Nasser highlighted 
His Royal Highness the 

Crown Prince’s unwavering 
support to youth and sports 
development. His Highness 
went on to recognise the 
instrumental role of Shaikh 
Khalid in the organisation 
of the 2017 IMMAF World 
Championships and noted 
the impressive performance 
of the Bahrain Weightlifting 
Federation (BWF) in the 2017 
IFBB World Junior and Master 
Championships.

His Highness Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa also 
attended the meeting.
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The Kingdom is set to take 
a big leap towards building 

smart cities on the Island as 
the authorities prepare to map 
three dimensional model of 
entire cities in the next few 
years. 

Steps to build smart cities 
will be taken by the government 
in 2018 and 2019 – - initial tests 
and documentation will start 
in 2018 with implementation 
in 2019, Central Informatics 
Organization (CIO) Director 
General of Information 
Systems Shaikh Salman bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa told 
DT News. 

“The government is now 
working on documenting 
everything three dimensionally, 
weather it is below ground or 
above ground. That initiative 
will open up the doors for 
you to design buildings three 
dimensionally, see the impact 
three dimensionally, see the 
impact on the sewage system or 
power grid etc,” Shaikh Salman 
said.

“The first phase is to 
document. Beginning of next 
year, we are going to do a three-
dimensional trial in Manama. 
A lot of the projects in 2018 
is related to documenting the 
Kingdom three dimensionally 

whether above ground or 
below ground,” Shaikh Salman 
said.

“It is not one entity’s job, it is 
7 to 8 entities doing it together. 
For instance, you need EWA to 
define what is below ground, 
you need the road directorate, 
the Works Ministry etc. You 
need a unified approach in 
2018. The reasons we have 
trial is because we need to do 
a non-invasive scanning of 
underground utilities. Scan 
will show the electric cables, 
sewage pipe, water pipes, type 
of soil. The scan will reveal the 
obstacles you might face. This 
is why you need trial. So we 
will do the trial next year and 
if it is successful you will face 
mass deployment in 2019. The 
collected data will be added to 
all governments and architects 
so they can use it in planning 
big projects and then we can 
start Building Information 
Modeling (BIM),” he said. 

“The priority right now 

is to transition into 3D and 
collaborate using 3D. The 
real fruits of the efforts will 
be seen in 2020,” he added 
while speaking to DT News 
on the sidelines of an event 
marking GIS day organized by 
Microcenter. During the event 
experts discussed the latest 
developments in the field. 

Dr. Ghulum Bakiri, President 
of MicroCenter, elaborated and 
gave his views on smart cities.  
“Smart cities is not just a name, 
there are things that needs to 
be built into the city to make 
it smart. One important thing 
is that the initial design by the 
city needs to be sustainable and 
environmentally friendly and 
have zero carbon emissions. It 
has to be efficient in terms of 
transportation. Smart cities also 
means that you have a complete 
model in all dimensions not 
only outside the buildings but 
you should know how they 
are interconnected inside the 
buildings,” he said.
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Work to build 
smart cities to 
begin in 2018

Initial tests and documentation 
to build smart cities will start in 

2018 with implementation in 2019, 
according to Central Informatics 
Organization Director General of 

Information Systems Shaikh Salman 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa

Delegates at a event on smart city projects

Dr. Ghulum Bakiri (left) and Shaikh Salman


