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Washington

The United States yesterday 
slapped sanctions on 16 

Chinese and Russian individuals 
and companies, accusing them of 
supporting North Korea’s nuclear 
program and attempting to evade 
US sanctions.

The sanctions are part of a broader 
US effort to disrupt the flow of cash 
funding North Korean weapon’s 
programs and target companies that 
have dealt in natural resources such 
as coal and minerals or engaged 
in financial transactions for North 
Korean interests.

“It is unacceptable for individuals 
and companies in China, Russia, and 
elsewhere to enable North Korea to 
generate income used to develop 
weapons of mass destruction and 
destabilize the region,” Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said in a 
statement.

The move follows a war of 
words between Washington and 
Pyongyang over recent missile tests 
that show North Korea is capable of 
reaching the US mainland.

President Donald Trump earlier 

this month said he would respond 
to North Korea’s nuclear threat with 
“fire and fury.” 

Also this month, Russia and 
China both voted to toughen UN 
sanctions on North Korea.

Trump has urged Beijing, North 
Korea’s only major ally, to bring 
greater pressure to bear in reigning 
in the reclusive state’s nuclear 
efforts, suggesting that the United 
States may offer concessions on 
trade in return.

Targets of sanctions
The sanctions unveiled Tuesday 

effectively block those targeted 
from accessing much of the global 
financial system and freeze any US 
assets as well.

Among those hit by the sanctions 
was Russian national Ruben 
Kirakosyan and his Moscow-based 
company Gefest-M LLC, which the 
Treasury Department accuses of 
procuring metals for a sanctions-
barred company involved in North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons program 
known as Korean Tangun Trading 
Corp. Also targeted is China’s 

Dandong Rich Earth Trading Co. 
Ltd., which the United States says 
has acted on behalf of North Korea’s 
General Bureau of Atomic Energy -- 
responsible for the North’s nuclear 
program -- and has facilitated 
prohibited North Korean exports of 
vanadium ore.

A third company, Mingzheng 
International Trading Limited, 
which maintains offices in Hong 
Kong and mainland China, was 
in fact a front for Foreign Trade 
Bank, North Korea’s main foreign 
exchange bank, the Treasury 
Department said.

The Treasury Department said 
three Chinese companies -- Dandong 
Zhicheng Metallic Materials Co. 
Ltd., JinHou International Holding 
Co. Ltd., and Dandong Tianfu Trade 
Co. Ltd -- had collectively imported 
nearly a half billion dollars’ worth 
of North Korean coal between 2013 
and 2016.

The department also sanctioned 
Dandong Zhicheng’s director Chi 
Yupeng, a Chinese national accused 
of moving cash for North Korean 
interests. (AFP)
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The headless torso of a 
woman found floating in 

Danish waters could be that 
of a Swedish journalist who 
authorities believe died aboard 
an inventor’s homemade 
submarine, police said 
Tuesday.

In a grisly case that has 
captured public imagination 
in both countries, Danish 
inventor Peter Madsen has 
been accused of the negligent 
manslaughter of Kim Wall.  

Police probing the 
disappearance of Wall -- who 
hasn’t been seen since she was 
observed aboard the 60-foot 
(18-metre) Nautilus on the 
evening of August 10 -- said 
Monday they had found a 
torso missing its head and 
limbs in Koge Bay, south of 
Copenhagen.

“The length of the torso 
means we cannot rule out that 
it could be Kim Wall, but we 
don’t know yet,” Copenhagen 
homicide chief Jens Moller 
Jensen said in a video message 
released on Twitter.

He said DNA samples had 
been taken from the torso 
and would be compared with 
Wall’s. Police were to receive 
the results on Wednesday. 

Jensen said the body’s 
arms, legs and head had been 
“deliberately cut off”. 

Madsen, whose website 
describes him as an 
“inventepreneur”, had initially 
told authorities that he dropped 
Wall off on an island late on 
the evening of August 10.

He then changed his story 
several days later when he 
appeared in court, saying Wall 
died in an accident on board 
and that he dumped the body 
at sea in an undefined location 
of the Koge Bay.

Search crews found the 
missing sub on August 11 in 
Koge Bay, and Madsen was 
rescued from the vessel, alone, 
just before it sank.

Police have since said they 
believe Madsen “deliberately” 

sank the sub. It was brought to 
the surface and searched, but 
found to be empty.

Wall was a 30-year-old 
freelance  journalist who had 
reported for The Guardian 
and The New York Times. 
A graduate of the Columbia 
Journalism School, she was 
based between New York and 
China. 

She had met with Madsen 
to interview him for a feature 
story she was writing.

Madsen, 46, and Wall were 
seen onboard the vessel by 
several people in waters off 
Copenhagen the evening of 
August 10. 

Photos of the two emerged 

online standing next to each 
other in the sub’s tower. 
Wearing an orange fleece and 
with her long auburn hair tied 
in a topknot, she appeared to 
be smiling. 

Headless torso ‘could be’ journalist from submarine

The Submarine UC3 Nautilus is lifted onto a block truck from the salvage ship Vina with the help 
of a container crane in Copenhagen’s Harbor,

This photo shows allegedly Swedish journalist Kim 
Wall standing in the tower of the private submarine 
“UC3 Nautilus” on August 10, 2017 in Copenhagen 
Harbor.
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Erdogan vows
to thwart any 
‘Kurdish state’ 
Ankara

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan yesterday vowed 

Turkey would thwart any 
attempt by a Kurdish militia 
it deems “terrorists” to 
carve out a Kurdish state in 
northern Syria.

Ankara views the Kurdish 
Peoples’ Protection Units 
(YPG) and the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (PYD) as a 
terror group. But the United 
States is closely allied with the 
groups’ fighters in the battle 
against jihadists in Syria.

“We do not and will never 
allow a so-called state to be 
established by the PYD, YPG 
in northern Syria,” Erdogan 
said in a speech in Ankara.

“They want to establish 
a terror corridor in 
northern Syria reaching the 
Mediterranean,” the president 
said.

The Syrian Kurdish groups 
have two “cantons” in Syria’s 
northeast as well as the Afrin 
region to the west.

Erdogan added that 
Turkey would continue 
to fight against terror 
organisations “wherever 
we find them”, referring to 
the YPG which Turkey says 
is the Syrian affiliate of the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK). The PKK is 

proscribed as a terror group 
by Turkey, the US and the 
European Union.   It has 
waged an insurgency against 
the Turkish state since 1984 
during which over 40,000 
people have been killed.

In August last year, Turkey 
launched a cross-border 
operation in northern Syria, 
aimed at clearing the border 
zone of both YPG fighters and 
jihadists.

There has been speculation 
Ankara may be planning to 
extend an operation against 
the YPG to clear it from the 
town of Afrin, where Erdogan 
has said its presence is a 
“threat” for Turkey. 

Erdogan on Monday said 
a joint operation with Iran 

against Kurdish militants 
which “pose a threat,” 
including the PKK, is “always 
on the agenda.”

He was speaking after a 
visit last week by the Iranian 
armed forces chief, General 

Mohammad Hossein Bagheri.
Iranian security forces 

have also fought the PKK’s 
affiliate, the Party of Free Life 
of Kurdistan (PJAK).  Both 
groups have rear bases in 
neighbouring Iraq.

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu will visit 
Iraq on Wednesday, his 
ministry said, to discuss 
issues including next month’s 
independence referendum in 
Iraq’s autonomous Kurdish 
region.

Cavusoglu will meet Iraqi 
Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi in Baghdad and then 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Massud 
Barzani in Arbil.

Ankara has repeatedly 
warned against holding the 
non-binding September 25 
poll. (AFP)

German minister 
says Erdogan backers 
threatened his wife

Berlin

German Foreign Minister 
Sigmar Gabriel has accused 

supporters of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of 
threating his wife amid a 
festering diplomatic crisis.

He said that Erdogan’s 
strident style “had apparently 
led some to feel motivated to 
try to threaten and harass my 

wife,” in comments broadcast 
Tuesday by news channel NTV.

“Of course, this is a terrible 
outcome,” he said without 
giving further details, at a 
time when relations between 
the NATO allies have plunged 
to their lowest point in  
years.

On Saturday, Erdogan 
launched a bitter personal attack 

on Gabriel, who has frequently 
criticised the president’s 
leadership and his treatment of 
opponents and critics.

“Who are you to talk to the 
president of Turkey?” Erdogan 
said in a televised speech. 
“Know your limits. He is trying 
to teach us a lesson... How long 
have you been in politics? How 
old are you?”

Iran denies joint operation
Tehran

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards yesterday denied 

claims by Turkey that 
the two countries were 
planning joint military 
operations against Kurdish 
rebels in Iraq.

“We have not planned 
any operations outside 
Iran’s borders,” said a 

statement from the Guards’ 
regional ground forces 
headquarters published by 
the ISNA news agency.

“But as always we will 
strongly confront any 
group, team or person 
who wants to penetrate 
into Iran’s territory for 
anti-security or terrorist 
operations,” it added.

Iraqi forces retake three 
districts of IS bastion

250 US-led strikes in, 
around Raqa in past week

Tal Abta

Iraqi forces yesterday 
recaptured from the Islamic 

State group the first three 
districts of jihadist bastion 
Tal Afar as the Pentagon chief 
visited Baghdad in a show of 
support.

The United Nations said 
thousands of civilians had fled 
Tal Afar in the two days since 
the start of the broad offensive 
backed by the US-led coalition 
fighting IS.

In remarks in Baghdad after 
meeting Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi, US Defence Secretary 
Jim Mattis said the jihadists 
were “on the run”.

“Cities have been liberated, 
people freed from ISIS, from 
Daesh,” Mattis said, using 

alternative names for IS.
The jihadists had not been 

able “to stand up to our team 
in combat, and they have not 
retaken one inch of ground 
that they lost”, he said.

Iraqi troops backed by a 
US-led international coalition 
routed IS in Mosul in July after 
a gruelling nine-month fight 
for Iraq’s second city.

They launched an offensive 
Sunday to recapture Tal Afar, 
once a key IS supply hub 
between Mosul -- around 70 
kilometres (45 miles) further 
east -- and the Syrian border 
to the west. IS fighters inside 
Tal Afar, estimated to number 
around 1,000, responded with 
artillery fire Tuesday as Iraqi 
forces massed outside the city.

Baghdad

At least 250 US-led air 
strikes have pounded 

the Syrian city of Raqa and 
surrounding territory in 
the past week, the coalition 
fighting the Islamic State 
group said Tuesday.

Coalition spokesman 
Colonel Ryan Dillon said 
that the air raids targeted the 
greater Raqa area.

Activists and monitoring 
groups have reported 
that intensifying coalition 
bombardment of the city has 
left scores of civilians dead. 

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said at least 42 civilians 
had been killed in US-led 
strikes on Raqa Monday, 
taking the civilian toll for the 
past eight days to 167. 

Dillon told AFP that 
the allegations would 
be taken seriously and  
investigated.

Since a US-backed offensive 
ousted IS from Mosul in 
neighbouring Iraq in July, 
the coalition has had more 
available aircraft to strike 
Raqa, he added. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during the 39th 
Mukhtars Meeting, at Presidential Complex in Ankara

A picture taken on August 4, 2017 shows a displaced Syrian child, who fled from the 
Islamic State (IS) group’s Syrian stronghold of Raqa, sitting behind humanitarian aid 
boxes delivered by UNICEF at a temporary camp in the town of Tabqa

German Vice Chancellor and Foreign Minister 
Sigmar Gabriel sitting next to his wife Anke (R) 
and their daughter Marie during a handover cer-
emony at the Ministry of Foreign Affair in Berlin. 


