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Winners of the second edition of 
Shaikha Hessa bint Salman Al 

Khalifa Award for Youth Voluntary Work 
were honoured yesterday by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty the King 
and President of the Supreme Council for 
Women (SCW). 

In her speech on the occasion, Princess 
Sabeeka stressed the keenness of SCW in 
encouraging youth’s voluntary initiatives 
and projects aimed at boosting the stability 
of Bahraini society. 

Her Highness paid homage to late 
Shaikha Hessa for her dedicated efforts to 
support charity, voluntary and social work. 

HRH Princess Sabeeka also commended 
the efforts of the award’s committee Head 
and SCW member Shaikha Hessa bint 
Khalifa Al Khalifa. 

Marking the occasion, Shaikha Hessa 
bint Khalifa Al Khalifa said the award 
committee, in this edition, was keen 
to diversify its works, pointing out the 
increase in the number of participating 
projects.
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Bahrain first in region to 
operate F-16 Block 70 jets
Beirut

Bahrain is set to become the 
first country in the region 

to operate Lockheed’s F-16 
Block 70 aircraft, in a move 
that will boost  the Falcon’s 
production line.

Last November, Vice 
President Mike Pence 
announced the signature 
of  a deal for the sale of 16 
F-16s  worth over $2.3 billion, 
considering it a “big boost for 
American jobs and security.”

“We are pleased the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and the 
U.S. government have agreed 
to move forward with the sale 
of F-16 Block 70 aircraft for the 
Royal Bahraini Air Force,” said 
Rick Groesch, regional vice 
president of international 
business development at 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics.

The F-16 Block 70 is 
the newest generation of 
Fighting Falcon. The core 
of its configuration (over 
the Block-50/52) is the AN/
APG-83 active electronically-
scanned array radar. The latest 
fourth-gen aircraft combines 
capability upgrades such as 
avionics architecture and 
structural upgrades to extend 
the life of the aircraft by more 
than 50 percent beyond that of 
previous production F-16s.

Although the number of 

aircraft has been reduced from 
a total of 19 to 16 units due 
to cost reduction policy, the 
sale “would save the shrinking 
F-16 line,” a military source has 
disclosed.

The source – who spoke 
on condition of anonymity – 
described the sale to Bahrain 
as “Lockheed’s pass to keep its 
F-16 production line open for 
the next three to five years.” In 
return, the RBAF is in a crucial 
need of upgrading its fleet to be 
able to keep up with other Gulf 
nations, the source continued.

“It’s a win-win situation; 
Bahrain needs the F-16 and the 
F-16 needs Bahrain.”

Bahrain was the first ever 
Gulf country to acquire and 
operate the F-16.

However, with this deal, 
one Bahraini military official 

confirmed the country’s 
withdrawal from the 
Eurofighter Typhoon program. 
The European fighter was 
one of the main alternatives 
competing to join Bahrain’s 
air force, according to  
him.

“The decision is set and 
done. The Royal Bahraini Air 
Force won’t be operating the 
Typhoon anytime soon,” he 
said. “With a total of 16 brand 
new advanced F-16s and 20 
upgraded Block 40 F-16 aircraft 
to the V configuration, the air 
force lost its need to operate a 
new kind of aircraft.”

Saudi Arabia, Oman and 
Kuwait are already regional 
customers for the jet built 
by Eurofighter consortium 
members Airbus, BAE Systems 
and Leonardo. (DefenseNews)
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