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Apple is proud to support the 
courageous, visionary @Malala 
in advancing every girl’s right to 
12 years of free, safe, quality 
education. Together we’re com-
mitting to expand the reach of @
MalalaFund and provide second-
ary school opportunities to girls 
around the world.
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The foreign ministers of 
the Organization of the 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
unanimously support a strong 
resolution condemning Iran 
for its hostile policies, Saudi 
Foreign Affairs Minister Adel 
bin Ahmad Al-Jubeir said 
yesterday.

OIC backs resolution 
against Iran’s policies
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fees, taxes: 

PM tells 
ministries 

Measure aimed at curbing price rise, helping ordinary citizens
DT News Network
Manama

His Royal Highness 
Prime Minister Prince 

Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa yesterday ordered all 
ministries and government 
departments to freeze further 
increase in fees or taxes 
that may affect the citizens 
until the joint executive-
legislature committee reaches 
a consensus on the ongoing 
s u b s i d y - r e s t r u c t u r i n g 
mechanism.

The order follows a royal 
directive issued by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

Chairing the regular 
weekly Cabinet session, at 
the Gudaibiya Palace, HRH 
Prime Minister also gave 
directives to ministries and 
government departments to 
widen the sources of income 
without resorting to a price 
increase or fee hike that may 
affect the citizens until a 
consensus is reached.

HRH Premier explained 
that this could be done 
through the optimal use of 
resources as well as effective 
policies, rationalising 
expenditure, avoiding 
unjustified spending, and 
attracting more investments.

Cultural events lauded
HRH Prime Minister praised 
the artistic, cultural and 
educational events held 
recently under his patronage, 
and opened on his behalf by 
Deputy Premier, HH Shaikh 
Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
including the 44th Annual 
Bahrain Fine Art Exhibition, 
which showcases the 
creativity of Bahraini artists, 
and the graduation ceremony 
of the 23rd batch of the 
University of Bahrain (UoB) 
students and postgraduates, 
reflecting the progress of the 
higher education march in 
the kingdom. HRH Premier 

also congratulated the UoB 
graduates and their families, 
wishing them a fruitful future 
career, and commended the 
efforts of UoB’s academic and 
administrative staff.

HM’s youth initiatives
The Cabinet lauded HM King 
Hamad’s noble initiatives 
aimed at supporting and 
empowering youth, citing 
the international echoes 
of the “King Hamad Youth 
Empowerment Award” 
and highlighted its role 
in achieving sustainable 
development goals, shedding 
light on youth potentials 

and creativity in various 
countries and in grabbing the 
attention of the world to their 
distinctive experiences and 
effective contributions.
                     (See also Page 3)

$1.5bn Saudi-led Coalition aid for Yemen
Riyadh

The Saudi-backed 
Arab Coalition would 

commit $1.5 billion in new 
humanitarian aid for Yemen, 
where it is supporting the 
internationally recognised 
government against Iran-
aligned Houthis.

The coalition said it would 
also “increase the capacities 
of Yemeni ports to receive 
humanitarian” imports.

The latest aid package, 
which follows last week’s $2 
billion Saudi cash injection to 
Yemen’s central bank, comes 
amid an ever-broadening 
crisis in the country, where the 
conflict, cholera and looming 
famine have killed thousands 
and put millions of lives at risk.

“The coalition will 
coordinate... $1.5 billion in 
new humanitarian aid funding 
for distribution across UN 

agencies and international relief 
organisations,” the coalition 
announced in a statement. The 
new aid programme seeks to 
open land, sea and air lanes 
to Yemen to boost monthly 
imports to 1.4 million metric 
tons from 1.1 million last year, 
the statement said.

The coalition pledged up to 
$40 million for the expansion 
of ports to accommodate 
additional humanitarian 

shipments, adding that it 
would set up an air corridor 
between Riyadh and the 
central Yemeni province of 
Marib to run multiple aid 
flights of C130 cargo planes. 
The coalition said it would set 
up 17 additional “safe-passage 
corridors” to facilitate overland 
transport for humanitarian 
organisations operating in the 
remote interiors of Yemen. 
“The coalition is placing 

its military resources at the 
disposal of these broad-ranging 
humanitarian operations,” said 
coalition spokesman Turki 
al-Maliki.

“We are backing a 
professionally planned and 
detailed humanitarian mission 
with military power and 
precision to guarantee that the 
humanitarian aid reaches the 
people who need it to lift their 
suffering.”-                    AFP

Feb 13 half-day 
HRH Prime Minister has 
declared February 13, 
the National Sports Day, 
a half-work day to pave 
the way for government 
employees to take part in 
the celebrations.
All ministries and govern-
ment departments are 
given directives to hold 
sports events on the day.

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa
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Embassy in 
Jerusalem 

by end of 
2019, says 

Mike Pence

Jerusalem

The U.S. Embassy in Israel will 
move to Jerusalem by the end 

of 2019, U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence said in a speech to the Israeli 
parliament yesterday. 

President Donald Trump last 
month recognised Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel and said he would 
move the U.S. Embassy there - 
dismaying Palestinians who claim the 
eastern part of the city and angering 
Arab states across the region.

“In the weeks ahead, our 
administration will advance its plan 
to open the United States Embassy 
in Jerusalem – and that United States 
Embassy will open before the end of 
next year,” Pence said.

“Jerusalem is Israel’s capital 
– and, as such, President Trump 
has directed the State Department 
to immediately begin preparations 
to move the United States Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.”

The speech was briefly disrupted, 
at the outset, by Israeli Arab 
parliament members who held up 
protest signs in Arabic and English, 
reading “Jerusalem is the capital 
of Palestine”, and were ejected by 
ushers.

Pence responded to the fracas by 
saying with a smile: “It is deeply 

humbling for me to stand before this 
vibrant democracy.”

Responding to Pence’s speech, 
Nabil Abu Rdainah, a spokesman 
for Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas, said: “If the United States 
wanted to a play a role of a mediator 
in the peace process it must be a 
fair mediator and it must abide by 
(international) resolutions.”

Palestinians seek East Jerusalem, 
including the walled Old City with its 
holy sites, as the capital of their own 
future state. Israel, which annexed 
East Jerusalem after capturing it in 
1967 in a move not internationally 
recognised, regards all of the city as 
its “eternal and indivisible capital”.

Pence, who visited Egypt and 
Jordan before travelling to Israel, 
said that with its policy shift on 
Jerusalem, “the United States has 
chosen fact over fiction - and fact is 
the only true foundation for a just 
and lasting peace”.

It was the highest-ranking visit 
by a U.S. official to the region since 
Trump’s Jerusalem declaration 
and gave Pence and Netanyahu an 
opportunity to highlight their own 
warm relationship for a conservative 
Christian American community that 
serves as a power base for the U.S. 
administration.

Abbas wins 
EU backing 
for capital in 
E. Jerusalem

Brussels 

The European Union’s 
foreign policy chief 

assured President Mahmoud 
Abbas at a meeting in 
Brussels on Monday that the 
EU supported his ambition to 
have East Jerusalem as capital 
of a Palestinian state.

Abbas in return repeated 
his call for East Jerusalem as 

capital as he urged the EU 
member nations to recognize a 
state of Palestine immediately, 
arguing that this would not 
disrupt negotiations with Israel 
on a peace settlement for the 
region.

Mogherini, in what appeared 
to be a veiled reference to U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as 

capital of Israel, called on those 
involved in the process to 
speak and act “wisely”, with a 
sense of responsibility.

Abbas made no reference 
to Trump’s move on 
Jerusalem or to comments on 
the issue made on Monday 
in Jerusalem by U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence. 
(Reuters)

Iran not respecting 
UN on missiles: France
Brussels 

France’s foreign minister 
accused Iran yesterday 

of not respecting part of a 
U.N. resolution that calls on 
Tehran to refrain from work 
on ballistic missiles designed to 
carry nuclear warheads.

Speaking on arrival at a 
European foreign ministers 
meeting in Brussels, Jean-
Yves Le Drian also said the 
28 ministers would reiterate 
their concerns over Iran’s 
activities in Yemen, Lebanon 
and Syria, which he described 
as destabilizing.

“We will also have the 
opportunity of underlining our 
firmness on Iran’s compliance 
with United Nations 

Resolution 2231, which limits 
access to ballistic capacity and 
which Iran does not respect,” 
Le Drian said. Under the U.N. 
resolution enshrining the 2015 
nuclear deal with Britain, 
China, France, Germany, 
Russia and the United States, 
Iran is “called upon” to refrain 
from work on ballistic missiles 
designed to deliver nuclear 
weapons for up to 8 years.

Le Drian on Sunday said he 
would travel to Iran in March 
and that France had begun 
talks with Tehran to discuss its 
missile programme.

With U.S. President Donald 
Trump warning of a last 
chance for “the worst deal ever 
negotiated”, Britain, France 

and Germany have begun 
talks to address Iran’s missile 
tests and its regional influence. 
(Reuters)

French Foreign Affairs Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian arrives at 
the Elysee Palace in Paris

European High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
Federica Mogherini shakes hands with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas in Brussels, Belgium
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FM takes part in Saudi-led
Coalition meeting on Yemen

DT News Network
Riyadh

The Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Shaikh Khalid 

bin Ahmed bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, took part in the 
meeting of the Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs of the member 
states of the Coalition 
Supporting the Legitimacy of 
Yemen. 

The session was held 
yesterday in Riyadh to 
announce the plan of 
comprehensive humanitarian 
operations in Yemen.

The minister expressed 
his sincere thanks to 
Saudi Arabia for hosting 
this important meeting  
on the Comprehensive 
Humanitarian Operations 

Plan in the Republic of Yemen 
and deeply appreciating 
the great role played by 
the Kingdom, under the 
leadership of the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques, 
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud, in strengthening 
the role of the Coalition for 
the Support of Legitimacy 
in Yemen and in providing 
all kinds of humanitarian 
assistance and facilitating its 
access to the Yemeni people.

He expressed appreciation 
to the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques for depositing 
two billion dollars in the 
Central Bank of Yemen 
account to enhance the 
financial and economic 
situation in the Republic of 

Yemen.
He affirmed the keenness 

of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al-Khalifa to 
continue to provide various 
humanitarian and relief 
assistance to the Yemeni 
people in accordance with the 
benefits of restoring hope and 
continuing communication 
and coordination on 
providing technical support 
through training programs in 
the fields of banking, medical 
assistance and treatment 
of Yemeni patients in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, in 
addition to providing possible 
relief through the urgent 
support of the assistance of 
the Royal Charity Foundation, 
noting the directives of His 

Majesty the King to allocate 
one million dollars to build 
an integrated health center in 
Yemen. 

The Foreign Minister 
praised the efforts of the 

King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid and Relief Centre and 
its humanitarian role in 
cooperation with the Red 
Crescent Societies and other 
humanitarian organizations 

in treating the wounded and 
supporting governmental 
health facilities throughout 
Yemen as well as providing 
medical equipment and 
medicines.

MP demands retroactive 
compensation to citizens
DT News Network
news@dtbh

Manama

A Bahraini legislator 
has demanded the 

Government to compensate 
citizens retroactively for the 
increase in prices and fees 
during recent months.

In a time when MPs seek 
legal alternatives for the ever-
increasing taxes, fees and 
financial burdens on citizens, 
MP Abdulhameed Al Najjar 
called for compensating 
Bahraini citizens for the 
increased fees since the day it 
was implemented.

This includes the increase 
in electricity and water tariffs, 
gasoline prices’ hike, the 
general increasing cost of living 
and the recently implemented 
taxes on certain commodities.

Al Najjar paid tribute to 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al-Khalifa for stressing 
the importance of consensus 
between the executive and 
legislative branches of 
government. Council of 
Representatives Speaker 
Ahmed bin Ibrahim Al-Mulla 
hailed the royal directives given 
by HM the King, as he received 
His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa on Sunday.

As reported on DT News 
yesterday, HM the King 
stressed that consensus on 
subsidy restructuring should 
be given priority to ensure that 
government subsidies benefit 
the citizens who are affected 
by fee increase, affirming that 
there will be no fee hike until 
the joint executive-legislative 
committee completes its 
work, and until the National 
Audit Office makes sure that 
the process is in line with the 
laws and criteria in force in the 
kingdom.

Al Najjar said in a statement 
issued yesterday that his 
demand to compensate citizens 
should be given priority, 
“even before the committee 
completes its work”.

He added, “The supportive 

stances of HM the King 
reaffirms on the importance 
of consensus between the 
Legislative (Parliament and 
Shura councils) and Executive 
(Government) authorities. We 
hope that subsidies could be 
granted to citizens retroactively 
to compensate them for the 
recent price hike.”  

The demand 
to compensate 
citizens should 

be given priority, 
“even before the 
panel completes 

its work”

Efforts of King Salman Humanitarian Aid 
and Relief Centre efforts in Yemen lauded

Economy on right track: Govt
DT News Network
Manama

The weekly Cabinet meeting 
held yesterday reviewed 

the latest economic indicators, 
which showed that the national 
economy as measured by gross 
domestic product (GDP) is 
growing at a rate of 3.5 per cent 
compared to the same period 
in 2016. 

Figures also indicated that 
non-oil exports had increased 
by 17 per cent compared to 
the same period last year, with 
the trade deficit decreasing by 
about 5 per cent compared to 
the second quarter of 2016.

The same period also 
witnessed the issuance of 
15 industrial permits and 
the generation of 778 job 
opportunities, a memorandum 
submitted by the Minister 
of Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism said.

Security measures lauded
Referring to a presentation 
by the Minister of Interior on 
Sunday, HRH Premier, who 
chaired the weekly cabinet 
session, lauded the minister’s 
meeting with various social 
segments for strengthening 
community partnership on 
issues related to the nation and 
the citizens.

HRH Premier hailed the 
security efforts that resulted in 
carrying out a successful pre-
emptive security operations 
that led to foiling of a number 

of crimes which the terrorists 
were intending to commit 
across the Kingdom.

In this regard, the session 
stressed the importance of 
national responsibility in 
safeguarding comprehensive 
security in the Kingdom, 
commended the efforts of 
the security authorities and 
condemned, in the strongest 
terms, the criminal terrorist 
acts, and those planning and 
committing them.

The cabinet discussed 
amending the Court of 
Cassation Law in order to unify 
appeal procedures of civil and 
family verdicts, as outlined in 
the memorandum presented by 
the Minister of Justice, Islamic 
Affairs and Endowments, and 
decided to refer the matter to 
the Ministerial Committee for 
Legal Affairs.

The session agreed to 
create a new directorate at 
the Ministry of Finance to 
be in charge of following up 
on the implementation of the 
government’s policies and 
procedures regarding the 
management and structuring 
of the public debt according 
to best international practices 
as recommended by the 
Civil Service Bureau in the 
memorandum presented by the 
Deputy Premier and Deputy 
Chairman of the Civil Service 
Council.

The Cabinet approved the 
ratification of two agreements 

between the Bahrain and 
Egypt on cooperation in the 
field of commercial maritime 
navigation and on the 
avoidance of double taxation 
and prevention of tax evasion 
and referred two draft-laws 
on them to the Legislative  
Branch.

The session also endorsed 
the ratification of a cooperation 
agreement between Bahrain 
and the Government and 
Cyprus on the fight against 
terrorism, organised crime, 
trafficking in narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances, illegal 
migration and other criminal 
offences stipulated in the 
Convention, and referred the 
ratification bill to the Council 
of Representatives.

Bills reviewed
The cabinet reviewed two bills, 
drafted based on proposals by 
the Council of Representatives, 
including a draft-law on 
amending Article (56) of the 
Traffic Law promulgated by 
Law 23/2014, and another 
on amending Article (1) of 
Law 32/2010 with regards to  
Financial Disclosure.

The bills were referred to 
the Representatives Council, 
along with two memoranda 
including the government’s 
opinions on them and 
highlighted by the Deputy 
Premier and Chairman of the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Legal Affairs.

MP Abdulhameed Al Najjar

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa address-
ing  the meeting
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From luxury to a level down

Ahdeya Ahmed
Deputy-Editor-in-Chief
ahdeya@dt.bh

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

What are we going to go through as our financial budgets 
are getting tighter and tighter? I guess the answer is 

simple. The living standards of many will drop down by 
one level at least and despite how many may downplay our 
financial situation, the simple fact remains to be that we have 
all been affected one way or another and have to look at our 
lifestyles in a more analytical manner.

People have started looking more closely at what they 
possess and how their financial status can assure that they 
can maintain the lifestyles they have had. We have lived all 
our lives in a country that has provided education and health 
services for free and as GCC citizens we can say that we have 
always been pampered and spoiled and we eventually learned 
to take a lot of things for granted. One cannot deny that the 
middle class of the society lived a life of luxury. We changed 
cars every few years and travelled at least two to three times a 
year with our families.

We suddenly woke up one day with a slap on our faces when 
we realised that many of the financial privileges we had we may 
be deprived of.

For the higher middle-class families, no household would 
not have at least two housemaids, a driver and a cook.   Let’s 
not forget the gardener and I’m one the people who have lived 
with this package that I look at today and wonder if that is 
something we need to look at as everyone cuts down on living 
costs and considers saving more cash for the future. 

Could we have survived without a cook, housekeepers, a 
driver and a gardener and could we have managed without 
them? I believe we could’ve to a certain limit.

Of course, it couldn’t have been easy since women became 
equal partners to men, the moment they stepped out of the 
house and to earn income started working too. This opened 
the door for having nannies. We then felt that the nanny can’t 
handle both the house and the children during our absence so 
we employed a housekeeper. And because we both worked, 
we couldn’t drop our children to their schools so we required 
a driver and all three became an essential part of our lives, 
not as a lifestyle but as a necessity. So the help in addition to 
a gardener became an acceptable part of our expenses until 
the salaries of all reached BD 600 a month. Add to that the 
food expenses and other requirements and it would at least 
add up to 1000 dinars a month. So you cant just look at this 
figure and completely ignore it with the financial situation 
around us. We have concerns about what the future will bring 
our children and the job opportunities they may not have in 
their own country. Therefore financial security has become 
more important today than it ever was. Yes, when it comes to 
lifestyle, many will have to change their approach and when it 
comes to living standards, unfortunately, the middle and lower 
class will be most affected.

Therefore our mind-set needs to change because in the days 
and years to come, we can foresee what the future will bring 
and the life of luxury needs to be seriously looked into.

Egypt cornerstone of 
Arab security: King

Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al-Khalifa 

yesterday hailed the historic 
role played by Egypt in the 
region as the “cornerstone of 
Arab security and stability”. 

Speaking to an Egyptian 
delegation led by Egypt’s 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Dr Ali Abdel-Aal at 
Al-Sakhir Palace, HM King 
hailed “the Egyptian stances, 
led by President Al-Sisi, in 
support of Bahrain” as well as 
steady growth in deep-rooted 
fraternal relations. 

The Egyptian delegation 
in on an official visit to the 
Kingdom at the invitation of 
the Council of Representatives. 

The visit, HM the King said, 

mirrors the strong and special 
bilateral relations, which also 
“resulted in contributing to the 
development of the democratic 
process in both the countries.” 

The Speaker conveyed to 
HM the King greetings from 
Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi, who wished 
Bahrain and its people further 
progress and prosperity. He 
also reiterated Egypt’s support 
to all measures Bahrain adopts 
to strengthen its security and 
stability. 

Premier: Egypt represents 
Arab stability
On the same day, His Royal 
Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa also held discussions 

with the visiting Egyptian 
delegates. 

During the talks, HRH the 
Premier hailed the “stability of 
Egypt as an integral part of 
Arab stability” paying tribute 
to the Egyptian community 
in the Kingdom for their 
contribution to the Kingdom’s 
development march. 

HRH the Premier also called 
for working together stressing 
the need to maintain solid 
stances against threats. 

The Egyptian Speaker 
welcomed HRH Premier’s 
interest in strengthening 
bilateral relations. 

Dr Ali Abdel-Aal conveyed 
President Al-Sisi’s decision 
to stand with Bahrain against 
any attempts to undermining 
its security and stability 
terming: “Bahrain’s security as 
an integral part of the Gulf’s 
security and Egypt’s security as 
an integral part of the Gulfs’, 
especially Bahrain’s.” 

The Egyptian speaker invited 
HRH the Premier to visit Egypt 
at the invitation of Egypt’s 
House of Representatives.

HM King hailed 
“the Egyptian 
stances, led by 

President Al-Sisi, 
in support of 

Bahrain”

Government Treasury Bills
issue 1687 oversubscribed
Manama

The Central Bank of Bahrain 
(CBB) announced that this 

week’s BD 70 million issue of 
Government Treasury Bills has 
been oversubscribed by 121 per 
cent.

The bills, carrying a 
maturity of 91 days, are issued 
by the CBB, on behalf of the 
Government of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. 

The issue date of the bills 

is 24th January 2018 and the 
maturity date is 25th April 2018.

The weighted average rate of 
interest is 3.09%, equal to the 
previous issue on 10th January 
2018.

The approximate average 
price for the issue was 99.226% 
with the lowest accepted price 
being 99.215%.

This is issue No. 1687 
(ISIN BH000J6TU417) of 
Government Treasury Bills. 

DT News Network
Manama 

His Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

First Deputy Chairman of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports, yesterday stressed 
the importance of media in 
reflecting the aspirations of 
Bahraini youth. 

This came as Shaikh Khalid 
met the management and 

director board members of DT 
News and discussed issues and 
prospects related to media in 
Bahrain.

“The media should 
ensure that youth 
activities undertaken by 
the government are given 
importance,” stressed Shaikh 
Khalid adding: “This focus 
will inspire the Bahraini youth 
to come forward to express 

their talents and join the 
process of nation-building.”

The media’s special focus 
on youth, Shaikh Khalid said, 
will contribute immensely 
to the fruition of Bahrain’s 
2030 vision by empowering 
Bahraini youth. 

DT News Chairman & MD 
Unnikrishnan Puravangara 
and Director & Chief 
Editor Captain Mahmood 

Al Mahmood assured the 
newspaper’s support in the 
government’s endeavour to 
promote youth and sports 
activities. 

KHK Media Group CEO 
Mohammed Shahid, DT News 
Directors Varghese Kurian, 
Latha Unnikrishnan, Bobban 
Idicula, Abdul Jaleel Abdulla 
and Jayaprakash Menon were 
present.

His Majesty King Hamad with Dr Ali Abdel-Aal at Al-Sakhir Palace yesterday

HH Shaikh Khalid and Mohammed Shahid with management and director board members of DT News

‘Focus on Bahraini youth’



Manama

Winners of the second edition of 
Shaikha Hessa bint Salman Al 

Khalifa Award for Youth Voluntary Work 
were honoured yesterday by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty the King 
and President of the Supreme Council for 
Women (SCW). 

In her speech on the occasion, Princess 
Sabeeka stressed the keenness of SCW in 
encouraging youth’s voluntary initiatives 
and projects aimed at boosting the stability 
of Bahraini society. 

Her Highness paid homage to late 
Shaikha Hessa for her dedicated efforts to 
support charity, voluntary and social work. 

HRH Princess Sabeeka also commended 
the efforts of the award’s committee Head 
and SCW member Shaikha Hessa bint 
Khalifa Al Khalifa. 

Marking the occasion, Shaikha Hessa 
bint Khalifa Al Khalifa said the award 
committee, in this edition, was keen 
to diversify its works, pointing out the 
increase in the number of participating 
projects.
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Bahrain first in region to 
operate F-16 Block 70 jets
Beirut

Bahrain is set to become the 
first country in the region 

to operate Lockheed’s F-16 
Block 70 aircraft, in a move 
that will boost  the Falcon’s 
production line.

Last November, Vice 
President Mike Pence 
announced the signature 
of  a deal for the sale of 16 
F-16s  worth over $2.3 billion, 
considering it a “big boost for 
American jobs and security.”

“We are pleased the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and the 
U.S. government have agreed 
to move forward with the sale 
of F-16 Block 70 aircraft for the 
Royal Bahraini Air Force,” said 
Rick Groesch, regional vice 
president of international 
business development at 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics.

The F-16 Block 70 is 
the newest generation of 
Fighting Falcon. The core 
of its configuration (over 
the Block-50/52) is the AN/
APG-83 active electronically-
scanned array radar. The latest 
fourth-gen aircraft combines 
capability upgrades such as 
avionics architecture and 
structural upgrades to extend 
the life of the aircraft by more 
than 50 percent beyond that of 
previous production F-16s.

Although the number of 

aircraft has been reduced from 
a total of 19 to 16 units due 
to cost reduction policy, the 
sale “would save the shrinking 
F-16 line,” a military source has 
disclosed.

The source – who spoke 
on condition of anonymity – 
described the sale to Bahrain 
as “Lockheed’s pass to keep its 
F-16 production line open for 
the next three to five years.” In 
return, the RBAF is in a crucial 
need of upgrading its fleet to be 
able to keep up with other Gulf 
nations, the source continued.

“It’s a win-win situation; 
Bahrain needs the F-16 and the 
F-16 needs Bahrain.”

Bahrain was the first ever 
Gulf country to acquire and 
operate the F-16.

However, with this deal, 
one Bahraini military official 

confirmed the country’s 
withdrawal from the 
Eurofighter Typhoon program. 
The European fighter was 
one of the main alternatives 
competing to join Bahrain’s 
air force, according to  
him.

“The decision is set and 
done. The Royal Bahraini Air 
Force won’t be operating the 
Typhoon anytime soon,” he 
said. “With a total of 16 brand 
new advanced F-16s and 20 
upgraded Block 40 F-16 aircraft 
to the V configuration, the air 
force lost its need to operate a 
new kind of aircraft.”

Saudi Arabia, Oman and 
Kuwait are already regional 
customers for the jet built 
by Eurofighter consortium 
members Airbus, BAE Systems 
and Leonardo. (DefenseNews)

HRH Princess Sabeeka during the award ceremony

Representative picture (Defense News)

Princess Sabeeka honours 
Voluntary Award winners 



Manama 

The Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
is organising a forum on ‘2018 Korea 

– Bahrain Healthcare’ on January 30, 
2018 at the Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel. 

The event, held under the patronage 
of Lt. Gen. Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulla Al Khalifa, President of the 
Supreme Council of Health, will present 
the most updated health technologies and 
strategies in Korea as well as the status of 
Korea healthcare Industry & Korea – 
Bahrain Cooperation Plan (KHIDI). This 
will be followed by a networking dinner 
among participants. 

Sponsored by the Supreme Council 
for Health, The Ministry of Health of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Ministry 
of Health and Welfare of the Republic 
of Korea and the Korea Health Industry 
Development Institute (KHIDI), the 
forum will host a number of Korean 
Hospitals such as: Seoul National 
University Hospital (SNUH), Yonsei 
University Health System and Korea 
University Medical Center. 

Besides, two Korean institutions, 
one specialized in Stem Cell sciences 
– CHA Meditech - and Gene-analysis 

–Macrogen, will also participate in the 
forum. 

The Supreme Council of Health has 
signed an agreement with the Health 
Insurance Review and Assessment 

of Korea to help establish a health 
information system infrastructure for the 
implementation of the National Social 
Health Insurance Program (SEHATI) in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
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(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

It is argued that innovation in small nations is 
underpinned by networks and flow of knowledge 

among many entities including public, private and civil 
society. Research on small country innovation systems as 
is evident in the case of Singapore, Finland, and Bahrain 
reveals that metrics for innovation in small nations 
(defined as ones with   a populations between 1.5- 10 
million) is  not measured by conventional indicators like 
population, geographic area, and GDP but by knowledge 
flow, industrial policy, governance of R&D, and human 
capital.

However, another way to look at the innovation capacity 
is to measure GDP per capita. This measure shows that 
countries like Kuwait and Singapore are classified as part 
of high-scale nations. This implies that small nations 
are qualified to be classified as innovative under the 
conditions they have sound investment in R&D per capita 
that result in growth. This means that limited natural 
resources is not a constraint since small nations can be 
overcome scarcity of resources by providing an enabling 
environment that supports cultural diversity, knowledge 
absorption from global networks, and industrial policies 
to promote FDI and export of technology. 

In a globalized market economy, small nations as 
well as SMEs face the challenge posed by multinational 
enterprises. To be able to contribute to innovation, small 
nations need to develop their technological infrastructure 
and alliances in R&D. The case of bio-technology policy 
in Estonia showed positive results in terms of enhancing 
innovative capacity through technology transfer. This 
can be explained by the fact that small countries have 
the advantage to induce favorable business opportunities 
and conditions for collaborative networks in science and 
technology at regional and global arenas. 

Besides, research shows that FDI and innovations 
clusters can contribute to a country’s core competences 
when aligned with a national strategy for innovation. In 
essence, small countries can leapfrog and catchup since 
they have some advantages in being focused, flexible, and 
dynamic in framing their innovation strategy. However, 
necessary conditions for success include transparency 
and good governance. 

At the regional context, regional enterprises in GCC 
in the fields of education and industry like the case of 
Arabian Gulf University, Alba and GPIC represents 
a good example of regional cooperation to enhance 
competitiveness and sustainability. This calls for more 
focused regional alliances in science, technology and 
innovation to establish a critical mass of scientists and 
researchers to make breakthroughs.  

The EU experience in national innovation system 
is insightful. For example, the Finnish model was 
underpinned by seamless cooperation among industry 
and academia and quality education. This model was 
adequate due to its capacity to attract foreign investment 
and form clusters and networks. Another good example 
was set by Singapore and Ireland which was founded by 
FDI, transfers of technologies, education and industrial 
policy, science alliances, and entrepreneurship. In sum, 
the success of small-scale national innovation systems is 
dependent on harnessing human and social capitals and 
aligning economic and innovation policy.

National 
Innovation System 

in small states: 
New metrics 

Prof. Odeh Al-Jayyousi

By Invitation

Head of Innovation and Technology  Management, 
Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain, 
 E-mail: odehaj@agu.edu

DANAT employees 
get HRD diploma

Manama

The Bahrain Institute for 
Pearls & Gemstones 

(DANAT) announced that 
its employees received ‘HRD 
Antwerp Certified Diamond 
Grader’ Diploma following 
the completion of DANAT’s 
first externally taught 
gemology course, provided 
by HRD Antwerp.  

HRD, DANAT said, is 
Europe’s leading authority in 
diamond certification. 

The course held in 

September 2017 was 
attended by 13 Bahraini staff 
members, which included 
Trainee Gemmologists as 
well as individuals from 
DANAT’s Education and 
Client Services Departments. 

The training focused on 
the properties of diamonds, 
how to analysis diamonds 
using specialist equipment, 
the implementation of 
the ‘4Cs’ according to 
international standards for 
grading polished diamonds 

as well as how to identify 
imitation diamonds. 

All the participants passed 
the practical and theoretical 
examinations held to achieve 
the ‘HRD Antwerp Certified 
Diamond Grader’ Diploma. 

DANAT CEO, Kenneth 
Scarratt said, ‘The excellent 
results achieved by the 
DANAT trainees during this 
HRD programme as well as 
those projected for other 
curriculums will inevitably 
and greatly enhance the 

services offered.”
The Bahrain Institute 

for Pearls & Gemstones 
(DANAT), established by 
the Bahrain Mumtalakat 
Holding  Company 
(Mumtalakat) in July 2017, 
aims to establish itself as the 
window into international 
markets, serving both local 
and global clients and 
bolstering the reputation of 
the Kingdom as a leading 
centre for gemstone 
expertise.  

Korea – Bahrain healthcare forum 

Participants with their certificates
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Manama

Bahrain Airport Company 
(BAC), the operator 

and managing body of 
Bahrain International 
Airport (BIA), announced 
the commencement of a new 
tender offer for landside food 
and beverage (F&B) outlets 
as part of the new passenger 
terminal. 

The tender will grant a 
non-exclusive concession to 

one or more business partners 
to design, fit-out, finance, 
develop, operate, maintain, 
and manage F&B outlets at the 
new terminal currently being 
built as part of the Airport 
Modernisation Programme 
(AMP). 

BAC Chief Commercial 
Officer, Ayman Zainal said: 
“Airports have grown to 
become much more than 
just waiting areas for the 

next flight. They also serve 
as important shopping and 
dining destinations. This 
makes it crucial that all of 
its components contribute 
to improving the overall 
passenger experience, and 
having a great selection of 
F&B outlets is a top priority 
for us to meet the expectations 
of today’s traveler.”

Food and beverage units 
with a total size of 899 square 

meters are available in both 
Arrival and Departure public 
areas, including units for a 
variety of coffee and quick 
service outlets. As these areas 
are easily accessible, the aim 
of the tender is to cater to 
meeters, greeters, staff, 
the local community, and 
passengers.

The tender is for five 
landside F&B outlets which 
could be bid for individually 

with three outlets designated 
for coffee shops and two outlets 
for restaurants. The deadline 
for proposal submissions is 
the 21st of February 2018. 
All submissions which meet 
the criteria will undergo 
a technical and financial 
evaluation process to select 
the best proposals. For more 
information, visit the Bahrain 
Tender Board website at www.
tenderboard.gov.bh.

The $1.1 billion AMP, 
currently underway at BIA, is 
one the most strategic projects 
for Bahrain, which will 
improve the airport’s status 
as a key facilitator of growth 
for the national economy. 
All aspects of the airport’s 
operations will be improved, 
resulting in an airport four 
times its current size that can 
cater to 14 million passengers 
each year.

BAC opens 
tender for 

F&B outlets

House fire kills 7 children 
in Eastern Fujairah, UAE
Dubai

A house fire killed seven 
children yesterday near 

the eastern city of Fujairah in 
the United Arab Emirates, the 
education ministry said in a 
statement.

The victims from the 
Rabia family ranged from 
kindergarten age to the eighth 
grade, the ministry added on its 
official Twitter page.

Gulf News, a UAE newspaper, 
quoted a local police and civil 
defence officials saying that 
their mother reported the 
fire at dawn and though the 
cause of the blaze remained 
unknown, a short-circuit was 
suspected.

A tourism and trade hub, 
the UAE has suffered several 
high-profile fires among its 
trademark high-rise buildings 
in recent years, few of which 
caused deaths.

“We have today instructed 

the state’s civil defence to ensure 
immediately that all necessary 
fire protection systems are in 
place in all citizens’ homes”, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Prime Minister 
and Vice-President of the 

United Arab Emirates and 
ruler of Dubai, said in a tweet.

Relatively poorer than 
fellow emirates Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, mountainous Fujairah 
sits astride the Indian Ocean on 
the country’s East coast.

Inside the house where seven Emirati children died in Fujairah. 
(Courtesy The National)

Leadership workshop
Internationally acclaimed 

management trainer 
Mohammed Sherif will 
conduct a 3-hour intensive 
leadership workshop in the 
Kingdom on January 27.

The activity-based 
workshop is hosted by 
CIGI Bahrain at Zoom 
Consultancy in Adaliya 
from  6pm to 9pm.  Titled, 
‘Beyond The Horizon’, 
the programme focuses 

on leadership skills in a 
competitive world and will 
orient participants on key 
leadership skills through 
games and discussion. 
The workshop has a BD 5 
admission fee for an attendee.  

Light dinner will be served 
following the workshop. The 
admission is on a first come 
first serve basis. Contact 
numbers for registration: 
39300968 / 35921213 Mohammed Sherif
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Russia’s massive military Arctic plan
Russia is expanding its military presence in the Arctic, building new

bases and upgrading Soviet-era ones. Moscow has also created a new
Arctic Joint Strategic Command and deployed early-warning radars
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Russia’s military 
buildup
on the top 
of the world

Russia is expanding its 
military presence in the 

Arctic, building new bases 
and upgrading Soviet-era 
ones. Moscow has also created 
a new Arctic Joint Strategic 
Command and deployed 
early-warning radars.

The U.S., Canada, 
Denmark, Norway and Russia 
all claim various sections of 
the Arctic. But it is Moscow 
that is deploying troops and 
equipment, and investing 
more financial resources to 
the region than any other 
nation. Russia claims that the 
Lomonosov Ridge extends its 
Siberian continental shelf all 
the way to the North Pole, 
and gives it ownership of 
the oil, gas and rare earth 
elements under the ice.

Moscow is expanding its 
fleet of nine nuclear-powered 
icebreakers with 14 new 
ships capable of smashing 
through 2.5 metre-thick sea 
ice. By comparison, America 
only has one. Since 2015, 
Russia has equipped six new 
military bases -- including 
the massive “Arctic Trefoil” 
-- in the region and deployed 
two long-range S-400 anti-
aircraft regiments to Novaya 
Zemlya and Tiksi. Kotelny 
Island in the New Siberian 
Island group is home to a 
permanent Northern Fleet 
base, while a new airbase in 
the archipelago will enable 
year-round deployment 
of Tu-160 bombers and 
Tupolev’s PAK-DA stealth 
bomber in the future.

Bahrain Investment 
Wharf supports GIA

Manama

Bahrain Investment 
Wharf (BIW), a 1.7 

million square meters model 
industrial city, has confirmed 
its Strategic Sponsorship for  
Gulf Industry Fair 2018. 

Gulf Industry Fair (GIF), 
the Northern Gulf’s leading 
event dedicated to promoting 
industrialisation in the GCC, 
will take place from February 
6th to 8th at the Bahrain 
International Exhibition 
and Convention Centre 
under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 

Khalifa, the Prime Minister of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain

BIW, ideally located in the 
heart of Salman Industrial 
area, is the brainchild of 
INOVEST Group’s real estate 
arm Tameer. 

“Our focus is on embracing 
a greater commitment to 
supporting the Kingdom’s 
start-ups and SME’s, and 
better facilitation of industry-
based business requirements,” 
Murad Al Ramadan, 
INOVEST Group CEO and 
BIW Managing Director. 

BIW has seen a flurry 

of activity recently, from 
new appointments to on 
the ground operational 
developments.  Commenting 
on both this and their 
participation in Gulf Industry 
Fair, Abdulla Alabbasi, 
Director of Technical Affairs 
for BIW said: “Through our 
participation in the GIF we 
aim to highlight our recent 
rebranding initiative, as well 
as our focus on stronger 
b u s i n e s s - g o v e r n m e n t 
exchanges.”  

From his end, Jubran 
Abdulrahman, Managing 

Director of HCE, the 
organisers of Gulf Industry 
Fair said: “Their decision 
to join Gulf Industry Fair 
as a Strategic Sponsor is an 
important milestone in the 
development of Gulf Industry 
Fair as a valued showcase to 
promote industry, business 
and manufacturing in Bahrain 
and the GCC.” 

BIW sits as a strategic 
sponsor of Gulf Industry 
Fair with power players 
Bapco, National Oil and 
Gas Authority (Noga) and 
Aluminium Bahrain (ALBA).

NOVEST Group CEO and BIW Managing Director,  Murad Al Ramadan, Jubran Abdulrahman, Managing Director of HCE during 
a photocall following the signing as other officials look on 

A joint Committee of the Gulf 
Petrochemical Industries Company (GPIC) 
Executive Management and its Labour 
Union held its first meeting of the year, 
presided over by Company President Dr. 
Abdulrahman Jawahery. Labour Union 
Chairman Yaqoob Yousef was also pre-
sent.  Dr. Jawahery expressed hope  that 
2018 would be a year of prosperity for 
the Company and its employees.  He 
said in 2017 GPIC was able to exceed all 
production targets, when the total com-
bined production of Urea, Methanol and 
Ammonia reached 1,604,725 metric tons. 
The Union pledged to continue work-
ing in the same way and called upon 
all employees to continue with their co-
operation and understanding with the 
Executive Management.
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Baghdad 

Iraq has signed a deal with a U.S. company to tap natural 
gas in one of its southern oil fields. Iraq has long flared 

much of its natural gas because 
of a lack of infrastructure. But the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
signed Monday would allow Orion 
Gas Processors to capture and 
process up to 150 million cubic feet 
per day of associated gas from the 
Nahr Bin Omar field.

Paris

Aston Martin has become the latest carmaker to be 
caught up in a major recall of faulty Daimler steering-

column components that can cause 
unintended airbag deployments. 
The British sports car maker is 
recalling all 3,873 DB11 coupes built 
since late 2015, when production of 
the flagship model began, sources 
with knowledge of the matter said.

-Rex Tillerson,

Iraq signs rare gas deal with US firm Aston Martin hit by Daimler recall We treasure this relationship, and I treasure 
Boris’s relationship with me personally and the 
work that we do together on these many issues. 
Sometimes we forget about the importance of 
our own relationship. We need to pay attention 
to that relationship and 
the importance of this 
relationship on a bilateral 
basis as well,”

U.S. Secretary of State on relationship 
with Britain

Always
on time

Batelco has launched its super-fast Fibre Internet 
services for residents of the Kingdom’s Diyar Al 

Muharraq development.

The new service allows customers to 
download movies, stream high defi-
nition videos, play online games and 
upload large files in seconds without 
delays.

Batelco’s popular TV service which delivers a Full Digital Home 
Solution to customers and a selection of Batelco TV packages will 
also be available. In addition, Batelco will now also offer ‘mobile 
boost’ to its mobile customers to improve the indoor mobile cover-
age within their homes.

As a special launch offer, Diyar Al Muharraq residents will benefit 
from exclusive offers. Batelco’s Fibre experience van will be available 
at Noor Plaza, Diyar Al Muharraq, during January and February to 
register customers and help them choose the best package to meet 
their requirements.

Gulf Air’s On Time Punctuality Garners Top Ranking in 2017
Manama

Gulf Air has been 
independently ranked 

by UK aviation analysts OAG 
the third most punctual 
airline in 2017, amongst 
Middle East and African 
airlines, with an average 
on-time performance (OTP) 
of 80.22%. 

Gulf Air Chief Executive 
Officer Krešimir Kučko 
commented, “Punctuality 
is a critical element for 
travellers and we are 
delighted to be recognized 
yet again as a leading global 
player in OTP.”

He added: “We are gearing 
up to welcome our incoming 
fleet of 39 new Boeing and 
Airbus aircraft of which 
a total of 5 Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliners and 2 Airbus 
A320Neos will have entered 
Gulf Air’s fleet by end-2018. 
With this development, 
passengers can soon 
enjoy not only Gulf Air’s 
punctuality and trademark 
Arabian hospitality, but 
also remarkable product 
and service enhancements 
alongside network growth.”

Gulf Air has held the 
top spot in recent years 

for OTP, ranking as the 
most punctual airline 
in 2016, amongst GCC 
airlines. Gulf Air also 
ranked first among major 
airlines from the Middle 
East and Africa for the 5th 
Annual Airline On-time 
Performance Service 
Awards in 2013. Gulf Air’s 
network currently serves 
42 cities in 25 countries. 
The airline operates double 
daily flights or more to 
select destinations across 
the GCC, MENA region, 
Indian Subcontinent and 
Europe. 

World Sushi Champion 
Chef Pepi Anevski at Sato
The Gulf Hotel Bahrain presents World 

Sushi Champion and Creative Sushi 
Master Chef Pepi Anevski.  

Chef Pepi will be serving his award-
winning Sushi’s at The Gulf Hotel 
Bahrain’s Sato Japanese restaurant for 
lunch and dinner until the 26th of January. 

Originally from Macedonia, but now 
based in Denmark, Chef Pepi has received 
many awards and is the winner of the 
prestigious World Sushi Cup 2013 in 
Tokyo
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3799 0.3354

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.0873 0.2877 0.2540

OMAN 0.3849 0.3820 0.3878 0.3425

QATAR 3.6420 3.6143 3.6699 3.2405

UAE 3.6730 3.6451 3.7011 3.2681

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7215 3.7787 3.3366

AUSTRALIA 0.2920 0.2896
BANGLADESH 0.00483 0.00458
CANADA 0.3018 0.2985
DENMARK 0.0627 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0218
EURO 0.4501 0.4476
HONGKONG 0.04970 0.04930
INDIA  0.00582 0.00585
INDONESIA 0.00003017 0.00002855
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010964 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000300 
JAPAN 0.00352 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5362 0.5354
KOREA 0.00039646 
KUWAIT 1.254 1.254
MALAYSIA 0.0938 0.0936
NEW ZEALAND 0.2616 0.2616
NORWAY 0.0481 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00365
OMAN 0.98220 0.98340
PAKISTAN 0.00366 0.00358
PHILIPPINES 0.00758 0.00747
QATAR 0.10386 0.10381
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10065 0.10071
SINGAPORE 0.2834 0.2814
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02850 0.02840
SRI LANKA 0.00283 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0479 
SWITZERLAND 0.3891 0.3861
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0018
TAIWAN 0.013100 
THAILAND 0.011730 0.011710
TURKEY 0.1024 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5076 0.5047
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

Region 
mixed, 
property 
firms 
pull down 
Dubai
Dubai

Middle East stock 
markets were mixed 

yesterday with property 
developers weighing on 
Dubai amid continued 
concern about ample new 
housing supply, while Qatar 
rose in anticipation of annual 
dividend announcements.

The Dubai index slipped 
0.3 per cent to 3,501 points 
as Emaar Properties dropped 
0.4pc, Deyaar lost 2.4pc 
and Union Properties  
fell 0.7pc.

In the last several days the 
index has tested but failed to 
break resistance around 3,540 
points, where the market 
bottomed last October. 

Saudi Arabia’s index slipped 
0.4pc. Real estate developer 
Dar Al Arkan, which was the 
most heavily traded stock and 

has been extremely volatile 
in the last couple of months, 
tumbled 7.3pc.

But Al Yamamah Steel 
climbed 1.9pc in its heaviest 
trade since July. Its board 
proposed a second-half 
dividend of 0.50 riyal, down 
from 1.0 riyal in the first half, 
but also approved the start 
of two projects to produce 
equipment for solar and 
wind energy generation. 
Investment in the projects is 
to total 260 million riyals ($69 
million).

Qatar’s index closed 0.7pc 
higher after a surge in late 
trade. Qatar First Bank, the 
most heavily traded stock, 
gained 2.2pc.

In Egypt, the blue-chip 
index fell 0.6pc. Nozha 
International Hospital, which 
had soared in the last three 

days after Cleopatra Hospital 
sought regulatory approval 
to make a mandatory tender 
offer for all Nozha shares at 
90 Egypwtian pounds each, 

lost steam and last traded only 
0.4pc higher at 83.50 pounds.

Cleopatra rose 5.2pc in its 
heaviest trade since last April. 
(Reuters)

Closing Bell
SAUDI dropped 0.4pc to 7,481 points.

DUBAI fell 0.3pc to 3,501 points.

ABU DHABI dropped 0.2pc to 4,629 points.

QATAR rose 0.7pc to 9,211 points.

EGYPT fell 0.6pc to 15,243 points.

KUWAIT edged up 0.1pc to 6,625 points.

BAHRAIN edged down 0.1pc to 1,335 points.

OMAN rose 0.2pc to 4,989 points.

Saudi Arabia to refinance 
$10bn loan, raise more debt
Dubai

Saudi Arabia has asked banks 
for proposals to refinance 

its $10 billion international 
syndicated loan and to help the 
sovereign raise funds through 
other means, the country’s 
debt management office said 
on Sunday.

In addition to the request for 
proposals (RFP) on the loan 
refinancing, the government 
has issued RFPs covering 
further U.S. dollar debt capital 
market issuance and financing 
supported by other countries’ 
export credit agencies, the 
office said.

The refinancing of the loan, 

which was raised in 2016, 
will include a repricing of the 
facility and the extension of its 
maturity to 2023 from 2021. 
An Islamic finance tranche 
using a murabaha structure 
will be added to the loan.

The plans are a step toward 
Saudi Arabia’s ambition of 
establishing a prominent 
position in international 
debt markets as part of its 
economic reforms, said Fahad 
al-Saif, president of the debt 
management office.

The Saudi government 
started issuing debt in the 
international markets through 
loans and bonds two years ago 

in order to refill state coffers hit 
by a slump in oil prices.

Its $10 billion syndicated 
loan in early 2016 was followed 

later that year by a $17.5 billion 
debut bond issue, the largest 
bond ever sold by an emerging 
market issuer. (Reuters)

A vehicle drives past the King 
Abdullah Financial District in Riyadh

Representative picture (courtesy 
TVC News)
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from 1.0 riyal in the first half, 
but also approved the start 
of two projects to produce 
equipment for solar and 
wind energy generation. 
Investment in the projects is 
to total 260 million riyals ($69 
million).

Qatar’s index closed 0.7pc 
higher after a surge in late 
trade. Qatar First Bank, the 
most heavily traded stock, 
gained 2.2pc.

In Egypt, the blue-chip 
index fell 0.6pc. Nozha 
International Hospital, which 
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sovereign raise funds through 
other means, the country’s 
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further U.S. dollar debt capital 
market issuance and financing 
supported by other countries’ 
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office said.
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which was raised in 2016, 
will include a repricing of the 
facility and the extension of its 
maturity to 2023 from 2021. 
An Islamic finance tranche 
using a murabaha structure 
will be added to the loan.

The plans are a step toward 
Saudi Arabia’s ambition of 
establishing a prominent 
position in international 
debt markets as part of its 
economic reforms, said Fahad 
al-Saif, president of the debt 
management office.

The Saudi government 
started issuing debt in the 
international markets through 
loans and bonds two years ago 

in order to refill state coffers hit 
by a slump in oil prices.

Its $10 billion syndicated 
loan in early 2016 was followed 

later that year by a $17.5 billion 
debut bond issue, the largest 
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A vehicle drives past the King 
Abdullah Financial District in Riyadh

Representative picture (courtesy 
TVC News)
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Jaguar has great plans for the near future, including new 

SUVs and zero-emission vehicles such as the I-Pace,  but 
the next-gen XJ is the one that will probably go through 
the biggest transformation. The British firm’s next flagship 
saloon is reportedly going down the EV lane according to 
Autocar, with Jaguar planning an unveil towards the end of 
this year. The debut will also celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the original XJ, which was introduced in 1968. The 2019 
Jaguar XJ will be underpinned by an entirely new platform, 
which will be shared with a similar car-like model from 
Land Rover, believed to use the Range Rover 
badges. (carscoops)

Audi is recalling 127,000 cars following the alleged discovery 
of emissions cheat devices by German authorities.

The recall affects the Audi A4, A5, A6, A7, as well as the Audi 
Q5, SQ5 and Q7 SUVs. It was imposed by the Federal Motor 

Transport Agency, or KBA.
According to German newspaper Bild am 

Sontag (BaS), the recall was ordered after the 
KBA detected “unacceptable shut-

off devices” on several new 
V6 diesel engines. 

(autoexpress)

Next-gen Jaguar XJ to be electricAudi recalls 127,000 cars 

•Geely Auto Group 2017 
sales reached a record 1.24 
million, a 63pc YoY increase.
•Strong growth on the strength 
of Geely 3rd Generation models

The one-off Rolls-Royce 
Sweptail that made 

its debut last year at Villa 
d’Este was commissioned by 
somebody who reportedly 
paid almost $13 million for 
the chance to drive something 
truly unique.

Underneath the bespoke 
bodywork lies a Phantom 
Drophead Coupe platform, 
but you certainly don’t need 
to look too close in order to 
see how different this car is 
compared to the Phantom.

The way the rear 
window tapers off 

and the 

curved elements in the rear 
fascia were all influenced by 
luxury yachts – and it shows. 
As for the front, it features new 
headlights and a new bumper 
design. Inside, gone are the rear 
seats, leaving room for a blue-
lit wooden mid-shelf, like you 
get on a boat. There’s also some 
Macassar Ebony and Paldao 
wood to go with the Moccassin 
and Dark Spice leather.

Still, $13 million is a huge 
amount, one that could buy 
you four Bugatti Chirons – but 
we’re pretty sure the individual 
who ordered this special Rolls 
is a “money no issue” kind of 
person who can get as many 
Bugattis as he/she likes as well.

On the other hand, 
wealthy car collectors 

can spend a lot more 
than that on classics. 
For example, back 
in 2014, somebody 
bought a 1962 
Ferrari 250 GTO at 
an auction for just 
under $40 million.  
(carscoops)

•Geely Auto Group 2018 sales tar-
get set to a combined 1.58 million.

Geely Auto Group (Geely 
Auto) has reported 

annual sales of 1,247,116 
units in 2017, an increase of 
63 per cent from the 
previous year 
and beating 
t h e i r 
r e v i s e d 
a n n u a l 
s a l e s 
t a r g e t 
of 1.1 
m i l l i o n 
u n i t s . 
December 
s a l e s 
reached a new 
high of 153,625 
units, an increase of 
approximately 42pc over the 
same period last year.

Geely Auto’s strong growth 
came on the strength of the 
brand’s third generation 
models, all of which became 
benchmark products in their 
respective segments and have 
subsequently set their own 
sales records since being 
introduced in 2015.

Due to strong 2017 sales, 
Geely Auto Group has 
subsequently set its 2018 sales 
volume target to 1.58 million 
units (including the sales 
volume target for LYNK & 
CO-branded vehicles). Geely 
Auto’s ambitious 2018 sales 
goal is far ahead of expected 
market growth, showcasing 
Geely Auto’s confidence in 
its current and future product 
range. Under its “20200 
Strategy,” Geely Auto aim to 
reach 2 million in annual sales 

by end of 2020.

Geely Auto is Setting New 
Industry Standards

Since Geely Auto 
launched its third 

generation of 
vehicles in 2015, 

Geely Auto has 
been able to 
push forward 
with strong 
g r o w t h 
thanks to 
their leading 

p r o d u c t s , 
high quality, 

renowned service, 
and increased brand 

image.
For the last three consecutive 

months of 2017, Geely Auto’s 
flagship SUV, Emgrand X7 
SPORT, sold more 
than 30,000 units 
per month, 
w i t h 

December ending with 31,205 
units sold and an annual total 
of 286,900 units. The Emgrand 
X7 SPORT has become a 
SUV market leader and has 
set a new benchmark within 
the market with its levels of 
intelligence and connectivity.

In December, Geely Auto’s 
first crossover SUV, the 
Emgrand GS, saw record high 
monthly sales of over 18,850 
units and a total of more than 
150,000 units in 2017.

Geely Auto’s third 
generation compact sedan, 
Emgrand GL, which was 
designed to compete against 
foreign joint-venture brands 
in the Chinese A+ market 
segment(C Segment) sold 

14,088 units in 
December and 

over 145,000 units over the 
course of 2017, becoming a 
best selling A+ class sedan in 
the Chinese market.

Retaining its title as the 
best selling Chinese A class(C 
Segment) sedan for the 
seventh consecutive year, the 
New Emgrand saw sales of 
25,074 in December and over 
264,400 units in 2017.

Geely Auto’s sales success 
is due to its repositioning 
as a technology leader, the 
brand’s balanced development 
of sedan and SUVs products, 
and the continuous upgrading 
of their nationwide sales and 
service network to meet the 
needs of a new generation of 
consumers.

Rolls-Royce 
Sweptail Drops 
By Abu Dhabi
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His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received President of Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities (BACA) and Chairperson of Shaikh Ibrahim bin Mohammed Centre for Culture and Researches Shaikha Mai bint Mohammed Al Khalifa and the accompanying Board members at Sakhir Palace. HM the King commended the Centre for its efforts in documenting Bahrain’s history.

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received a delegation led by Egypt’s House of Representatives Speaker Ali Abdel-Aal. HRH the Premier welcomed the delegation’s visit and discussed ways to enhance bilateral ties as well as other issues of mutual interest 

Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa received the Board of Directors Chairperson of the Bahrain Bayan School Dr. Shaikha May bint Suleiman Al-Otaibi. The school was 
awarded the 2018 Zayed Future Energy Prize in the Global High Schools category. Education Minister Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi was present during the meeting.

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa deputised Education Minister Dr. Majid 
Al Nuaimi to attend the graduation ceremony of the students from the colleges of physical ed-
ucation, law, engineering and Information Technology which was held at Shaikh Abdulaziz bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa Hall at the university’s headquarters in Sakhir. The Education Minister, the 
Deputy patron of the ceremony, presented the graduates with their certificates. 

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza met several ministers from the GCC, Arab and other friendly countries on the 
sidelines of Abu Dhabi Sustainability 2018. This included a meeting with the UAE Minister of Climate Change and the Environment Dr. Thani 
Bin Ahmed Al-Zuwaidi who was briefed on the steps being taken by Bahrain to set up a 100 megawatts solar energy plant. 
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BDF Commander-
in-Chief Field Mar-
shal Shaikh Khal-
ifa bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa conducted 
a field tour during 
which he inspect-
ed the progress of 
the joint field com-
mand exercise, car-
ried out by the BDF 
in partnership with 
the National Guard 
and the Ministry of 
Interior. The com-
mander-in-chief 
was briefed on the 
drill’s objectives 
and phases.

Parliament Chairman Ahmed Al Mulla yesterday received newly appointed ambassadors Abdullah Abdullatif Abdullah (Ger-
many), Ibrahim Mahmoud Ahmed (Tunisia), Fouad Sadiq Al Baharna (Algeria) and Ahmed Abdullah Al Hajeri (Thailand) and 
wished them all success in performing their diplomatic duties

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza met several ministers from the GCC, Arab and other friendly countries on the 
sidelines of Abu Dhabi Sustainability 2018. This included a meeting with the UAE Minister of Climate Change and the Environment Dr. Thani 
Bin Ahmed Al-Zuwaidi who was briefed on the steps being taken by Bahrain to set up a 100 megawatts solar energy plant. 

Chief of Staff of BDF Lt. General Dhiab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi inspected joint field com-
mands drill “the Power of Determination” carried out by BDF with the participation of 
the National Guard and the Interior Ministry from January 22 to 24. The BDF Chief of 
Staff listened to a briefing on the goals and stages of the military exercise

Ambassador of 
Bahrain to Rus-
sia, Dr. Ahmed 
Abdulrahman 
Al-Sa’ati met 
Chief Rabbi of 
Russia Berel 
Lazar. The 
A m b a s s a d o r 
briefed the 
Rabbi about 
the history 
of the Jewish 
community in 
Bahrain and its 
peaceful coex-
istence with 
other commu-
nities.



Los Angeles

Actress Alison Brie, sister-in-law of actor James Franco who 
has been accused of sexual misconduct by a few women, 

believes it is important that victims speak up and have the right 
to do so.

Brie, nominated at the 24th Screen Actors Guild (SAG) 
Awards for Outstanding Actress in a Comedy Series for her 

performance in “GLOW”, said she “supports her family” 
and that not “everything that’s been reported is fully 
accurate”, reports variety.com.

“I think that above all what we’ve always said is that 
it remains vital that anyone who feels victimized should 
and, you know, does have the right to speak out and come 
forward. I obviously support my family. And not everything 
that’s been reported is fully accurate, so I think we’re 
waiting to get all the information.” (IANS)

Los Angeles

Actor Forest 
Whitaker, who stars 

in “Black Panther” as 
Zuri, says the film is 
resonating early with 
cinema lovers because 
it is bringing something 
new to theatres, being 
a multicultural piece 
-- especially in the 
superhero drama genre.

“It’s a unique piece. 
It’s a multicultural piece. 
I think people are waiting 
to find something new,” 
Whitaker told variety.com.

“This superhero from 
Africa, who is in this society 
and trying to fix the world, is 
something that hasn’t been 
seen before. I think Ryan 
Coogler is a great director, 
so there’s always going to be 
some social conscious inside 
of it.

And at the same time, the 
action is something we haven’t 
seen before,” said Whitaker. 
(IANS)

Los Angeles

Grammy-winning singer Ed Sheeran says he will quit music once 
he starts a family with fiance Cherry Seaborn.
“My ambition is going to go to zero as soon as I have kids. I am 
going to be like, ‘I do not really care anymore as I have another 

life to take care of’. It is totally understandable because you have 
children and your ambition shifts to be like, ‘I want to be a good 
father’,” said Sheeran, 26.

The singer has been vocal about having children for a long 
time, reports dailymail.co.uk.

“I think the wheels should 
be in motion by the time I’m 
30. But it’s not really up to me.
It’s a two-way street. It has to 

be up to the partner as well,” said 
Sheeran. (IANS)

    

Oprah Winfrey @Oprah
1st day back at home. Still smelling smoke.But 

grateful to have a home to come to and forever 

grateful to firefighters. #ThomasFire
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Vital for victims 
to speak out

January 23, 1981

Julia Jones

Actress best known as Leah Clearwater in the third 
instalment of the Twilight saga. Her other credits 
include Black Cloud and Jonah Hex. 



Los Angeles

Hollywood veteran Meryl Streep helped 
filmmaker Steven Spielberg find an 

exorcist to rid his home of a ghost.
“When I worked on ‘A. I. Artifical 

Intelligence’, I went and recorded the voice 
of the fairy at his place in Long Island. All 
we did was talk about how his house was 
haunted and did I know a ghostbuster. And, 
of course, I do.

So I sent him an exorcist,” Streep told Empire 
magazine.

Streep’s ghost-removing expert was able to 
help the director, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

“Everything is clear down there now,” she 
added.

Her latest movie titled “The Post” is her 
first time in front of the camera for 
Spielberg and the Oscar-winning 
actress said she was “completely 
unprepared” for his approach to 
filmmaking, including a lack of 
rehearsal process. (IANS)

Veteran actor Morgan Freeman, who was 
bestowed with the Screen Actors Guild’s 

lifetime achievement award, touched upon 
gender inclusion as he called out the guild 
for presenting a ‘gender-specific’ trophy.

The 80-year-old actor said he was ‘beyond 
honoured’ to accept the recognition and 
was grateful to the SAGs for the award.

“These moments in life usually call for an 
entire litany of thank yous. I can’t do that 
because I don’t know all of your names, so 
I won’t try. This is beyond honour, this is 
a place in history. I want to say thanks to 
SAGs for this enormous honour.

“Oh, and one more thing. I wasn’t 
going to do this; I’m going to tell you 

what’s wrong with this statue. It works 
from the back, but from the front, it’s 
gender specific. Maybe I started something,” 
Freeman said in his acceptance speech. (PTI)
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Maze Runner: The 
Death Cure

The Insult Kickboxer: 
Retaliation

Have a Nice DayHostiles

MOVIES... COMING SOON... next week

(www.imdb.com)

Director: Wes Ball
Stars: Rosa Salazar, Thomas Brodie-
Sangster, Dylan O’Brien, Kaya 
Scodelario

Director: Ziad Doueiri
Stars: Adel Karam, Kamel El Basha, 
Camille Salameh, Diamand Bou 
Abboud

Director: Dimitri Logothetis
Stars: Alain Moussi, Christopher 
Lambert, Jean-Claude Van Damme, 
Mike Tyson

Director: Jian LiuDirector: Scott Cooper
Stars: Scott Shepherd, Rosamund 
Pike, Ava Cooper, Stella Cooper

Actress Lily James has said she became 
obsessed with honing her typewriting 

skills while filming ‘Darkest Hour’ .
As a result, her fingers got all “muscly”.
“It’s a real skill. I actually did six weeks 

of lessons. I had this wonderful lady come 

round and she was very diligent and I asked 
for a typewriter for Christmas,” James told.

“They (typewriters) are hard, with the 
keys there is a lot of pressure and my 
fingers got really muscly and I became 
really obsessive, I sort of thought if I could 

get the typing right it will be fine, all my 
anxiety went into the typing,” she added.

‘Darkest Hour’ in a British war drama 
featuring Gary Oldman as Winston 
Churchill. James plays his personal 
secretary. (IANS)

Streep recommended an 
exorcist to Spielberg



MAC BOOK PRO
2.9 Corei7, 2 GB Graphics, 
512 GBSSD, 16 GB 
Memory Contact: 33666773

CASIO TONE BANK, 
KEY BOARD
MT T50 with Stand , Black 
Color, Contact :33335690

MULTI GYM
Rarely Used- in 
Good condition ,
Contact: 38950916

FOR SALE
Various used Household/
Kids items for sale in Isa 
town, Contact: 33458800

TOYOTA YARIS
2012 Model , 55000 
KM , In mint condition,
Contact : 32317671

TOYOTA COROLLA
2009 model, White Color, 
138000 KMS, Passing 
until 2019,In good 
condition for BHD  1850
Contact: 33830591

TOYOTA YARIS
-Green Color.148000k KM, 
Passing until 2019 in good 
condition. 2nd Owner-  
B H D  1 5 5 0 .
Contact : 38185155

TOYOTA YARIS
Manual Shift,  White 
Color,  120000KM, Passing 
until 31-05-2018.Good 
condition BHD 1150.
Contact: 36294798

HONDA CIVIC
Blue Color, 200000KM, 
Passing until 31-08-2018.
Good condition, BHD 750.
Contact: 38185155

TOYOTA ECHO
Manual Gear, White 
Color, 200000 KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018 in good condition 
B H D  7 0 0 .
Contact :33830591

TOYOTA YARIS. 
White color,142000 
KM, Passing: 31-10-
2018,Good condition BHD 
1300, Contact:-36294798

SHONEEZ MOTORS 
LEXUS LX570 (2018) 
= BHD39,999.000 
, GAC- GS8 (2018) 
= BHD9,500.000 , 
SUZUKI VITARA = 
BHD8,150.000, TOYOTA 
TRD 86 = BHD11,500.000, 
CHEVROLET SPARK 
= BHD4,499.000 , And 
much more favorable 
offers at the showroom!
Contact us on 
:39668636 -17556862, 
Address: Al Burhama , 
Rakan Center, Kingdom of 
Bahrain.Block 354, Road 
5447, Bldg 1974, Shop 18

SPECIAL COACHING 
FOR MATHEMATICS, 
STATISTICS, PHYSICS 
& CHEMISTRY  for All 
Bachelors & Masters 
Programs including 
Engineering & Poly Technic 
for More details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L ,Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971, Website: 
www. ieecbahra in .com
Emai l :  in fo@
i e e c b a h r a i n . c o m

SAT, JEE &NEET 
PREPARATION IN 
BAHRAIN 
Regular NEET & IIT-JEE 
Coaching for XI & XII, 
Medical and Engineering 
Entrance Program Crash 
Course March-April18, 
NEET/JEE Intensive 
Training. Starts immediately 
after 12th Board Exam SAT-I 
& SAT-II Preparations .For 
more details & Admission 

Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L .Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971Website: www.
ieecbahrain.com Email: 
info@ieecbahrain.com

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS(IIPA)
the pioneering and legally 
acclaimed Institution of 
its kind in Bahrain offers 
systematic classes in 
C a r n a t i c / H i n d u s t a n i ,
vocal , Bharathanatyam,
M o h i n i y a t t a m , 
K u c h i p u d i , K a t h a k , 
Violin, Keyboard, Guitar, 
Piano, Drawing/Painting. 
Transportaion available.
For Details call: 17231717,
Email:iipa@batelco.com.bh

INDIAN MUSIC AND 
ARTS CENTRE BAHRAIN 
,IMAC pioneers in the 
field of Music,Dance and 
Art trainings for a decade 
in the island ,offers a wide 
range of coaching classes 
for Music,Classical Dance, 
Cinematic dance,Western 
dance,
For details contact- 
77001508

WE DO OUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY @ 
REASONABLE PRICE 
WITH HIGH QUALITY 
HD CAMERA BY 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM.
For more Information 
Contact  us: 
Lensmagic Digital Studio
Shop 10 Block 326
Ozama Bin Zaid Avenue
Adliya Tel:17179172/ 
1 7 6 2 1 0 7 0 / 1 7 7 4 5 9 8 3
M o b : 3 9 9 4 3 1 1 6 

WHITE DRAGON PEST 
CONTROL

for eliminating Bed Bugs 
, Cockroaches, Contact  : 
39404821 , 17246181

HIGH BUILDING GATE 
CONSTRUCTION S.P.C 
(HBGC) 
Interior Design and 
Construction Company – 
Interior Decoration,Gypsum 
Plasterboard & Gypsum 
Decorative ceilings,Metal 
and ineral Fiber 
Ceilings,GRG Ceilings 
, Aluminum Ceilings 
Gypsum Partitions,Thermal 
Insulations, Wall Claddings 
and Parquet Flooring 
,Building Maintenance, 
Civil, Painting and 
Electrical works.Contact 
: 17540231 ,33477793 
, E m a i l : h b g c s p c @
g m a i l . c o m .

SHONEEZ MOTORS
We offer you the strongest 
offers for the New Year 
2018 with the latest models 
of new and old cars. Visit 
us and get your cars at 
the best prices and offers 
from BCFC. Visit us and 
get the chance to be one 
of the lucky winners with 
our latest promotions! 
Contact us on: 39668636 
-17556862,Address: Al 
Burhama , Rakan Center, 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block 354, Road 5447, 
Bldg 1974, Shop 18

ROSE PETALS
designer ladies boutique 
with unique collection for 
women such as Kurtis 
, ethnic wears, western 
designer gowns, branded 
leggings, patiala, palazzo 
pants also has a  wide 

range of fabrics and custom 
made stitching for ladies 
and kids available. for more 
info contact 77334499

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICE
Car washing, lubricants 
change, all kinds of 
repairs, computer 
diagnostic, BG services. Al 
hajjiyath, Riffa :17760042

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICES
Car detailing, window 
tinting, seat upholstery, paint 
protection film, A/C works, 
Al hajjiyath, Riffa 17009275

ROHITH CAR SERVICES 
Car washing, all kinds of 
lubricants, flushing service 
. Mameer, Sitra road
1 7 7 0 0 5 6 6

AL TAHALIF 
CONTRACTING
All kinds of Civil works 
includes Electrical , 
Mechanical and Plumbing. 
Contact : 39656092

MAGNUM IMPRINT W.L.L. 
Large format digital 
printing. All kind of sign 
boards, graphic designs, 
exhibition works, branding, 
screen printing, and 
vinyl graphics .Contact 
33856330, 39887088
Blue Sea International 
Company W.L.L.  Our 
Services: Air / Sea / Land 
Freight. Contact : 35907141

FILTER AQUAPRO 
BAHRAIN TRADING 
W.L.L 
Direct wholesale of factory 
tools and commodities for 
the first time in Bahrain, 
Authorized Factory outlet 

in Bahrain. Branch office 
of Aquapro Taiwan . For 
more info 
contact - 38852025,  
17326744

CONVEX CORPORATE 
EVENTS COMPANY. 
Light, Sound , LED, Event 
Permissions .  Mob. 
39887068

NEW OPTICAL HOUSE
EYE TESTING AVAILABLE, 
QUALITY EYE WEARS, 
SUN GLASSES AND 
P R E S C R I P T I O N 
EYE GLASSES
 AT UNBEATABLE 
P R I C E . . ! ! ! W O R K I N G 
HOURS 9 AM -12.30 
PM 4PM -8.00 PM
C o n t a c t  : 
39870066 ,17210977 ,
Email: newopticalhouse@
y a h o o . c o m

LOOKING FOR corporate 
office space for Group 
of Companies with 8 
CR, 100sq-mtr each.
Contact : 17579918

URGENTLY LOOKING 
– Fully furnished flat 
with 2 BHK and private 
car parking in Adliya , 
Contact  : 36104315

FOR RENT
Warehouses, Stores, 
Workshops, Factories, 
Restaurants, Office Flats, 
Villas, Labour & Staff 
accommodation, Family 
flats, apartments and 
Villas - for inquiries call 
or Whatsapp 39802442

FAMILY APARTMENTS
Flats, Villas, Staff 
accommodations and 
all type of commercial 
and residential 
properties   for rent - Call 
or Whatsapp 39802442

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Semi, Full and un furnished 
flats, villas, apartments 
and commercial properties 
in um Al Hassam, Adliya, 
Mahooz, Segaya, Gufool, 
Juffair, Hoora - call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

LOOKING FOR LABOR
staff accommodation. 
Housing for executive staff. 
Semi and Fully furnished 
flats and villas for families. 
Contact 38251219.

ELECTRICAL 
SUPERVISOR with GCC 
experience required. 
For further details call 
39462527.

HIAB DRIVER Required 
With 3-5 years’ experience 
for a leading Building 
Materials company in 
Bahrain with attractive 
salary + accommodation. 
Contact : 36560055

ADMIN ASSISTANT 
REQUIRED for a Leading 
company in Bahrain. 
Female candidate’s 
preferred.Minimum3 
years’ experience & good 
communication skills 
mandatory. Send CV to 
classifieds@dt.bh

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
FOR NEWLY OPENED 
BEAUTY SALOON AND 
SPA 
• 4 experienced beauticians 
• Massage therapist 
• Hair dresser 
• experience in giving 
Moroccan bath 
• experience in giving 
manicure and pedicure. 
For more details please 
contact 36639812 
Saloon next to MAX 
shopping mall , Segaya

LOOKING FOR
Sales Executive , Van 
Salesman , Merchandiser 
and Driver .Preferably all 
below 28 years of age.
Send CV on packaging.
bahrain@gmail.com

LEADING EXCHANGE 
COMPANY REQUIRES 
: 1) Cashier/Counter 
Staff - graduates having 
pleasing personality, good 
English communication. 
2) Marketing Executive 
- graduates with Bahrain 
Driving License,experience 
preferred. Submit your CV 
to  hr.exchange2016@
gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR
a keralite experienced 
AC technician with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact  : 
39997696 , 36997471

CAR SHOW ROOM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
SECURITY MAN
with experience .Send CV 
to suitablejobforme@gmail.
com 

Classifieds 
Reaching the right audience

classifieds@dt.bh
www.newsofbahrain.com

38444687
17879914
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LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
column centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
 4 for the Price of 3

ART CLASSES
Classes in
DRAWING
PAINTING

ENGINEERING 
DRAWING
CARTOON

CARICATURE

For more detais
Call : 33765757
Log on : www.

artguru.in
Let us grow 

together in the 
artistic way

ART GURU
THE ART OF 
EXCELLENCE

17532210 / 39516721

Cockroach
Bed Bugs
Rodent 
Anti Termite 
& All Other Pests

For

COZMO TRAVEL

Book Cheap Air 
Tickets now & 

save more.
Special fares to India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka & 

More..

Starting from 
BHD 46.000

For more information 
visit  

www.cozmotravel.com

OR

Call

MORRELLS 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES

• CR Formationfor 
s i n g l e 
establishment

• CR Formation for 
Partnership

• CR Formation 
for all company 
types

• CR Amendment
• Opening New 

branches
• Visa applications
• D o c u m e n t 

clearance with all 
ministries

• D o c u m e n t 
clearance with 
immigration

Contact: 39660750,
tel: 17280049  fax: 
17280420,
e m a i l :  
t a h i r h a m e e d 5 7 @
hotmail.com 



HOW TO REACH US 
“Out & About’, a ready reckoner  for the events
taking place on the island,  is published from Friday to Tuesday. 
To be included, please send the matter to the following
email ID : news@dt.bh
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START THE NEW YEAR WITH A 
FAMILY GETAWAY 
Date: January 14-25
Venue:  The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain 
 Make the most of family #RCMemories 
together and enjoy signature experienc-
es, Ritz-Kids activities, exquisite din-
ing options or simply soaking up the 
Bahrain sun. 
Families can enjoy our Reconnect pack-
age this upcoming holiday weekend 

starting from SAR 1200++. The package 
offers a daily per night resort credit of 
SAR 250 to use on dining and resort 
experiences, a morning breakfast buffet 
at La Med, as well as a 20% savings on 
treatments at the signature Ritz-Carlton 
Spa.
With new outdoor heated pools, moms 
and dads can truly relax and enjoy the 
cool-breezy Bahrain winter, while the lit-
tle ones partake in Ritz Kids activities all 
weekend long, like feeding our famous 
pink flamingos.
Prefer not to drive? KSA residents resid-

ing in the Eastern Province of Saudi 
Arabia (Dammam, Al Khobar and 
Dhahran) can opt for an exclusive expe-
rience with a chauffeured Rolls-Royce 
Ghost to transport them from the com-
fort of their own home to our luxury 
beachfront resort. Arriving in style, the 
unique journey across the border con-
tinues with overnight Club Level or Villa 
accommodations, including unlimited 
access to food and beverage offerings 
at the resort’s elite Club Level Lounge. 
Package begins at SAR 2350++. 
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain is located in 

the Al Seef district in Manama, Bahrain. 
For additional information about the 
resort or for reservations, guests can call 
the hotel directly at (+973) 1758 0000 or 
visit The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain website 
at ritzcarlton.com/bahrain.

ULTIMATE SKIN TREATMENT BY 
MCCM
Date:  January1-31
Venue: Four Seasons 
Experience an exclusive selection of 
innovative face and body treatments 
connected with high technology and 

complemented with cosmetic products 
penetrating deeply that produces faster 
and visible results with MCCM. MCCM 
Portugal holds a long record and expe-
rience in the field of aesthetic medi-
cine and medical cosmetics. Combining 
technology, entrepreneurship and expe-
rience, these 4 exclusive ultimate effec-
tive skin treatments focuses on using 
precise and essential active principles 
and ingredients that can be tailored for 
each need of different body and differ-
ent skin whilst giving the right care and 
attention that reflect visible results.

SHONEEZ MOTORS

Contact us on :  17556862- 39668636
Address: Al Burhama , Rakan Center

Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block354, road5447, bldg1974, shop18

We offer you the strongest offers for the New Year 2018 
with the latest models of new and old cars.

Visit us and get your cars at the best prices and offers 
from BCFC.

Visit us and get the chance to be one of the lucky 
winners with our latest promotions!

Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

A REPUTED MULTINATIONAL 
TRAVEL COMPANY

REQUIRES A

Country Manager for Bahrain.
 +10 years in travel and tourism industry is a must.

Package will be in commensurate with experience & Industry knowledge.

Please forward your updated CV along with a latest photograph 
to:cvjobopening@gmail.com
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Some rather intense and vivid dreams could 
inspire you to embark on some in-depth 
study of a subject that specifically interests 
you. This could involve the arts, philosophy, 
or metaphysics. Travel plans to one of the 
world’s great spiritual centres might be on 
your mind as a result.

Romantic relationships take on a fairytale 
aura, bringing up the kind of desire, passion, 
and sense of unity associated with Lancelot 
and Guinevere. Therefore, this should be a 
wonderful day to schedule an intimate evening 
with a romantic partner. You could feel so 
much in tune with your friend that you may 
come with the same words at the same time. 

Today you might attend more than one group 
activity or social event involving spiritual or 
metaphysical matters. Your sense of intuition 
is very high, and your level of understanding 
is especially acute. Therefore, concepts that 
could be confusing at other times could seem 
as clear as a bell today. You might form strong 
bonds with others who are also present. Enjoy!

Intellectual or artistic work could take up a lot 
of your time today. Your level of inspiration 
is high, and you’re apt to be full of ideas 
that others would find beneficial. You’re also 
likely to sense the thoughts and feelings of 
those around you before they themselves are 
consciously aware of them. 

Study of religion and spiritual matters could well 
be of particular interest for you today. You’re 
likely to discuss your knowledge regarding such 
matters with a close friend, which could prove 
rather enlightening for both of you. Whatever 
you learn will prove to be inspiring, so don’t be 
surprised if you find yourself spending some 
time writing down your thoughts

Today communication with others is more 
likely to be on a subtle rather than verbal level. 
When the phone rings, you might already 
know who’s on the other end of the line 
before you pick it up. You could also pick up 
telepathically on the thoughts of others. Books 
and articles about people who have had similar 
experiences could increase your understanding 
of them. Don’t fight it! Go with the flow.

Inspiration drawn from recent religious or 
spiritual occurrences could have you writing 
down accounts of your experiences, perhaps 
with the idea of someday publishing them. 
Your concentration could well be intense, as 
writing for you today may not be only creative 
but therapeutic as well. It will also help to 
attend classes or workshops.

You should be feeling especially strong and 
healthy today. The drive to exercise, particularly 
if you do it alone and outdoors, is likely to get the 
endorphins going and thus give you a natural 
high, which could lead to an increased level of 
inspiration and intuition. After you finish, it might 
be a good idea to sit in a park, preferably near 
water, to allow yourself to come down. 

If you’ve been thinking about taking up the 
study of astrology, numerology, alchemy, or 
any other occult science, this is the day to get 
started. Scientific adherence to facts and rules 
combines with enhanced telepathic abilities 
to bring about a burgeoning skill in such fields. 
Look up some friends who share your interest 
and arrange to attend a class or workshop. 

Today, you might find yourself picking up 
uncanny telepathic messages from a friend 
who lives some distance from you. A telephone 
call might reveal that this person has just 
received some good news, and that they were 
just thinking of calling you! This probably 
won’t be the only ESP experience you have 
today. Your level of intuition is very high, so be 
prepared for some strong psychic messages.

Creative inspiration flows freely today, 
enabling you to channel it in more than one 
way. An opportunity to earn a sizable fee 
doing something artistic could come your 
way. Spiritual or metaphysical studies may be 
involved. This might represent the attainment 
of a long-term goal you’ve been striving to 
reach, and therefore you’re apt to be rather 
excited about it.  
Usually you prefer to approach events with a 
practical and scientific attitude, but today you’re 
feeling especially intuitive and more aware of 
the other worlds, so it might be difficult to hang 
on to your usual mindset. Some uncomfortable 
feelings you’ve had about events in the news 
could prove to be accurate, which might be a bit 
disconcerting. 

1  Flat sound; 5  Once ___ time...; 10  Campers, briefly; 13  Prefix with 
plasm; 14  Falafel sauce; 16  Comparative suffix; 17  Hotel maid; 19  
Arafat’s org.; 20  Pave over; 21  Sound system; 23  U.K. record label; 
24  Court org.; 28  Vulgarity; 30  Inclined to silence; 32  Although; 33  
Rio Grande city; 35  Ave. crossers; 36  English astronomer; 38  Like an 
infamous knoll?; 42  Join a poker game; 43  Soundless; 45  Mother of 
Calcutta; 49  Divide; 53  Fix beforehand; 54  The Beatles’ “Back in the 
___”; 55  Fallen space station; 56  Simple life form; 58  Slatted wooden 
box; 60  Short trader?; 61  Placed within parentheses; 65  Half of D; 66 
Declared; 67  Decree; 68  Female pronoun; 69  Reduces speed; 70  IRS 
IDs; 

 1  Concealed; 2  Conceptual framework; 3  Lacking movement; 4  Body 
of an organism; 5  Salt Lake City athlete; 6  Average; 7  Resistance 
unit; 8  Long and Peeples; 9  “Peer Gynt Suite” dancer; 10  Maturity; 
11  Swiftness; 12  Hit sign; 15  Standard of perfection; 18  Savage; 22  
Massage; 25  Certain; 26  Low cards; 27  Besides; 29  Elevs.; 31  Sick; 34  
Leers at; 36  High priest; 37  In a trembling state; 39  Workout count; 
40  Revolt leader, old style; 41  Orch. section; 42  Indy 500 sponsor; 44  
Terre Haute sch.; 46  That, in Tijuana; 47  Oozes; 48  Plate appearances; 
50  Fine fiddles; 51  Bright golden brown; 52  Puts up; 57  Shrinking 
Asian sea; 59  Whistle blowers; 60  Cooling units, for short; 62  DDE’s 
command; 63  Fresh; 64  NFL six pointers;

BEETLE BAILEY R



a #PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain
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Mumbai 

Indian state governments 
made a last-ditch attempt 

yesterday to ban a Bollywood 
film about a mythical Hindu 
queen which has sparked 
violent protests by radical 
groups.

The Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh governments asked 
India’s top court to retract 

a ruling ordering states to 
show the film “Padmaavat”, 
which is due to hit screens on 
Thursday.

The urgent petitions, 
which the Supreme Court 
will hear on Tuesday, were 
lodged a day after Hindu 
extremists set fire to buses 
and blocked roads in Gujarat 
state. (AFP) 

Quito 

The president of Ecuador 
Lenin Moreno on 

Sunday described WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange 
as an “inherited problem” 
that has created “more 
than a nuisance” for his 
government.

“We hope to have a 
positive result” on the issue, 
he said in an interview with 
television networks.

Earlier this month, 
Ecuador announced it 
had granted citizenship to 
Assange, in an unsuccessful 

attempt to provide him with 
diplomatic immunity and 
usher him out of its London 
embassy without the threat of 
arrest by Britain.

Moreno said his country 
was continuing to seek 
mediation involving 
“important people,” without 
specifying whom he meant.

Assange fled to the 
embassy in 2012 to avoid 
being extradited to Sweden 
for alleged sex crimes, which 
he denies, and has remained 
in the building ever since. 
(AFP) 

US Vice President Mike 
Pence says the Embassy 
in Jerusalem will open 
by the end of 2019. Do 
you think this will be 
possible?

Indian states seek last-ditch 
film ban amid protests

Ecuador president calls 
Julian Assange a ‘problem’

Thirteen dead in 
Colombia landslide 
Thirteen persons, including 
two minors and two women, 
have died in a landslide in 
Colombia that dragged 
down a small bus near the 
Ecuadorian border.

A series of attacks on prison 
guards by inmates at jails 
across the country has led to 
a nationwide strike.

At least 16 people were 
injured when a passenger 
train hit a rail buffer at a rail-
way station in Sydney.

At least three people were 
killed and another 18 wound-
ed in a bomb explosion at a 
market in Thailand.

Nationwide jail 
strike hits France 

16 injured in Sydney 
train accident 

3 killed in Thai
market bombing 

“We consider that the sanctions 
(by US) are imposed absolutely 
without any grounds as for the 
reasons behind them… Russia’s 
honest, open and constructive 
policy cannot be changed by 
them,” 

Sergei Lavrov
Russian Foreign Minister 

Yes               No              Cant Say

Manila 

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte 

yesterday instructed the 
army and police to shoot 
him if he became a dictator 
and stayed on beyond his 
term, a scenario his foes are 
warning against, amid moves 
by his loyalists to change the 
constitution.

The firebrand leader 
sought to dispel speculation 
he had ordered loyalists 
in Congress to change the 
constitution to introduce a 
federal system that would let 
him stay in power beyond 
2022, when his single term 
ends.

“If I overstay and wanted 
to become a dictator, shoot 
me, I am not joking,” Duterte 
told soldiers during an 
army base visit, adding that 
security forces should not 
allow anybody to mess with 
the constitution.

“It is your job to protect the 
constitution and to protect 
the people. Remember, it is 
your solemn duty.”

Duterte has advocated 
federalism to tackle 
inequality, empower 
provinces and recognise the 
country’s diverse makeup.

Last week, his lower house 
allies voted to convene a 
constituent assembly to revise 
the charter by May this year, 
scrapping mid-term elections 
next year and extending 
the terms of all elected  
officials.

Constitutional reform has 
been a divisive issue, with 
critics accusing lawmakers of 
trying to prolong their stay in 
office, or of seeking a way for 

the hugely popular Duterte 
to cling to power beyond the 
end of his term.

Opponents warn it 
could lead to a repeat of 
the oppressive rule of late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
saying they are troubled 
by Duterte’s admiration 
for Marcos and his similar 
authoritarian traits.

Duterte’s spokesman, 
Harry Roque, has repeatedly 
said the president has no 
desire to stay longer than 
his term and, if anything, 
would prefer to retire earlier.
(Reuters) 

‘Shoot me’ 
if I become 
a dictator: 

Duterte

Dead Sea Scroll deciphered
Jerusalem 

Israeli scholars have pieced 
together and deciphered 

one of two previously unread 
manuscripts of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls more than half a century 
since their discovery, an Israeli 
university has said.

The more than 60 tiny 
fragments of parchment 
bearing encrypted Hebrew 
writing had previously been 
thought to come from a variety 
of different scrolls, a Haifa 
University spokesman told 
AFP yesterday.

But Eshbal Ratson and 
Jonathan Ben-Dov of the 
university’s Bible studies 
department found the pieces 
all fit together after they started 

examining them just under a 
year ago, Ilan Yavelberg said.

“They put it all together and 
said it was actually one scroll,” 
he said.

A Haifa University 
statement said that Ratson and 
Ben-Dov were now working on 
deciphering the last remaining 
scroll. (AFP)

Mexico sees deadliest year on record
There were more than 25,000 murders across drug-ravaged Mexico

in 2017, the highest annual tally since modern records began. 
The number is higher than the peak year of Mexico’s drug war in 2011

Sources: Mexican Government, U.S. State Department Picture: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS
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Barcelona

Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez 
produced a finishing masterclass 

as Barcelona launched a second-half 
blitz at Real Betis to extend their lead 
at the top of the La Liga table to 11 
points.

Ivan Rakitic started the ball rolling 
as the hour-mark approached while 
Messi and Suarez joined him on the 
scoresheet within the next 10 minutes.

The Argentina international saved 
his best for the last 10 minutes, adding 
a superb individual effort and then 
setting up Suarez for his second in 
similar fashion to help Barca claim a 
sixth successive league win courtesy 
of a 5-0 romp.

Betis gave as good as they got 
for long periods, but their hopes of 
adding to a return of three LaLiga 
victories in four were dashed in 
devastating style on a night when 
Ernesto Valverde’s men belatedly 
found their cutting edge at the Benito 
Villamarin Stadium.

A tight first half started in 
promising fashion for the home side 
as Andres Guardado whistled a left-
footed effort just wide of the far post 
with Barca keeper Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen at full-stretch.

In a frenetic opening, an off-
balance Suarez blazed over with the 
visitors stepping up the tempo, and 
keeper Antonio Adan had to make his 

first save from Rakitic’s 27th-minute 
drive.

With clear-cut chances at a 
premium, Messi fired into the side-
netting from a Suarez pass four 
minutes later with neither side able to 
find the required quality in the final 
third to make the breakthrough.

Messi’s fortunes took a turn for the 
worse two minutes before the break 
when, as he fell after being hauled to 
the ground by Fabian Ruiz Pena, the 
midfielder accidentally caught him 
in the back of the head with his knee.

Sergio Busquets tried his luck from 
long range in stoppage time, but 
once again Adan saved comfortably 
to ensure the sides remained locked 

together at half-
time.

Betis resumed 
brightly to put the Catalans 
under early pressure and 
Ter Stegen needed two 
attempts to claim Fabian’s 
58th-minute shot at his near 
post, but they fell behind 
seconds later after Barca 
mounted a pacy counter-
attack.

Suarez’s superbly-timed 
pass on halfway sent Rakitic 
clear of the Betis rearguard and 
he drew Adan before slotting 
the ball underneath him to 
open the scoring. (PA Sport)
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Messi, Suarez braces 
as Barcelona cruise

Memphis, Lyon down PSG
London

Memphis Depay 
condemned 10-man 

Paris Saint-Germain to only 
their second Ligue 1 defeat of 
the season following a superb 
stoppage-time strike for Lyon.

Nabil Fekir opened the 
scoring for the home side with 
a brilliant free kick after just 
two minutes before Layvin 
Kurzawa drew PSG level on 
the stroke of half-time.

The league’s runaway 
leaders were reduced to 10 
men shortly before the hour 
mark after Dani Alves was 
shown a straight red card for 
dissent.

But PSG looked set to keep 
Lyon at bay only for substitute 
Depay to strike in the third 
minute of injury time with a 
remarkable 25-yard winner.

PSG travelled to Lyon on 
Sunday night without star 
man Neymar after the Brazil 
international was sidelined 

with a thigh injury.
And the visitors, who 

hammered Dijon 8-0 on 
Wednesday, were trailing 
within 95 seconds following 
Fekir’s long-range set piece.

Fekir spotted Alphonse 
Areola off his line, and the 
midfielder took advantage 
of the PSG goalkeeper’s 
questionable positioning to 
beat him at his near post.

Matters then got worse 
for PSG when Kylian 
Mbappe left the field of 
play on a stretcher.

Mbappe was chasing 
on to a through ball 
from Marco Verrratti, 
but was taken out 
by Lyon goalkeeper 
Anthony Lopes.

Lopes got enough 
o f t h e 

ball to ensure he would not 
be given his marching orders, 
but Mbappe was unable to 
continue and his game was 
over before the half-hour 
mark.

An off-colour PSG looked 
set to be heading into the 
break behind only for 
Kurzawa to rifle home an 
equaliser in the third minute 

of injury time of the 
opening period.

Alves floated the 
ball into the penalty 

area and 

Kurzawa was there to hammer 
home an exquisite left-footed 
volley from 12 yards.

The visiting side emerged 
from the interval chasing the 
victory, but they were a man 
down with 57 minutes gone 
after Alves was sent off.

Referee Clement Turpin 
was poised to issue the 
former Barcelona defender 
with a booking following 
a rash tackle on Tanguy 
Ndombele, only to change his 
mind following Alves’s over-
zealous protest to the original 
yellow card.

Alves’ teammate Verratti 
was fortunate to remain on 

the pitch after he knocked 
the red card out of 

Turpin’s hand. (PA 
Sport)

Vuelta a San Juan
Gaviria clinches 
opening stage

Pocito, Argentina

Fernando Gaviria won 
the opening stage of the 

Vuelta a San Juan Sunday 
with a perfect leadout from his 
Quick-Step Floors team, which 
watched as other squads fought 
for the front inside the final 
kilometre and then dropped 
the Colombian sprinter off with 
200 metres to go. 

Gaviria took care of business 
form there, easily distancing the 
competition at the line. 

Bahrain-Merida’s Niccolo 
Bonifazio was second, with 
Bora-Hansgroh’s Matteo 
Pelucchi in third.

“The sprint was very fast and 
very complicated because in the 
final kilometres were a lot of 
teams that wanted to win, so it 
was very complicated to try to 
win this stage,” Gaviria said in 
the post-race press conference. 

“I was lucky because I have a 

very strong team, a very big team, 
and we’ve beaten the other teams 
in the same conditions, so the 
sprint was very beautiful and also 
the victory was very beautiful.”

The field brought the day’s 
breakaway back with 19km to go 
and then swept up any further 
breakaway attempts as teams 
fought for supremacy over the 
final 174.km closing circuit.

With two kilometres to go, 
Bora-Hansgrohe came forward 
to set up the sprint for Pelucchi, 
but they weren’t the only team 
with designs on the stage. 
UnitedHealthcare briefly shot to 
to the front with several riders, 
then it was Lotto Soudal’s turn 
inside the final kilometre.

But all of the efforts were 
for naught as Quick-Step 
was simply biding their 
time before launching their 
Colombian speedster to the 
line. (Cyclingnews)

Barcelona’s Messi (R) celebrates with 
teammate Suarez (Picture courtesy: AP)

Marcelo (R) of Lyon competes 
with Edinson Cavani from Paris 
Saint-Germain 
(Picture courtesy: Xinhua)

Fernando Gaviria (C) celebrates



Melbourne

American Tennys 
Sandgren’s dream 

debut at the Australian 
Open continued 

yesterday as the rank 
outsider upset fifth seed 
Dominic Thiem 6-2 4-6 
7-6(4) 6-7(7) 6-3 to reach 
an improbable quarter-
final.

The 97th-ranked 
Tennessee native 
captured the decisive 
break against the 
Austrian in the sixth 

game of the final set 
and sealed the match in 
style with a thumping 
forehand winner from 
the baseline at a raucous 
Hisense Arena. (Reuters)

Sandgren 
topples Thiem 

to keep 
dream alive

Melbourne

World number one Simona Halep proved 
too experienced for Japan’s rising star 

Naomi Osaka as she eased into the Australian 
Open quarter-finals with a 6-3 6-2 victory.

The scoreline did not tell the whole story, 
however, as the Romanian was given a real 
fight early on by the 20-year-old, who is 
tipped to become the next big thing in 

women’s tennis.
Halep, still looking for her first grand slam 

title, was under the cosh in the opening stages 
of the match as 72nd-ranked Osaka 

blazed away 
to set up 
numerous 
b r e a k 
points.
H a l e p 

displayed 
her usual 
resilience 
to save 
f o u r 

b r e a k 
points in 

an intense 
game at 2-3 

that featured six deuces and it proved to 
be a turning point in the match.

She began to feed off Osaka’s 
errors and broke twice on her way 
to taking the opener as the storm 
on the other side of the net blew 
itself out.

Osaka’s spirit ebbed away in the 
second set and after establishing 
a 5-2 lead Halep crunched a 
forehand return winner to seal 

victory and reach the last eight 
for the third time. (Eurosport)

Melbourne

Six-times champion Novak Djokovic 
bowed out of the Australian Open 

in the fourth round as relentless South 
Korean Chung Hyeon ground him 
down to claim a stunning 7-6(4) 7-5 
7-6(3) victory yesterday.

The 21-year-old Chung, ranked 58th 
in the world, proved an immovable 
object, absorbing everything the 
former world number one could throw 
at him and returning it with interest.

Two years after losing in straight 
sets to Djokovic on the same Rod Laver 
Arena, the bespectacled Chung turned 
the tables to claim the biggest victory 
of his career.

He is also the first South Korean to 
reach a grand slam quarter-final and 
will be favourite to reach the semis with 

unseeded American Tennys Sandgren 
up next.

“I didn’t know how I’d win tonight. 
I was just honoured to play against 
Novak and happy to see him back on 
the Tour,” Chung said on court as his 
compatriots cheered in the stands.

“I try to copy Novak in the way I 
play, he is my idol.”

Djokovic wore a compression sleeve 
on his serving arm, a legacy of the 
elbow injury that sidelined him last 
year.

The Serb grimaced occasionally 
and needed treatment on his feet after 
losing the first set.

“Congratulations to Chung on an 
amazing performance,” the 12-times 
grand slam champion said.

“He deserved to win. Whenever he 

was in trouble he came out with 
some great passing shots and at the 
back of the court he was like a wall.”

Djokovic made a dreadful start as 
a spate of double-
faults cost him 
his first two 
service games 
and he trailed 
4-0.

He clawed 
back the 
deficit but Chung took t h e 
opening set on the tiebreak.

Chung moved 4-1 ahead in the second 
set but again Djokovic recovered, only 
to falter when serving at 5-6, netting a 
forehand on set point after Chung had 
shown incredible defensive skills to stay 
alive in the rally. (Reuters)
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Novak Djokovic 
crashes out

Halep sweeps 
Osaka aside

Pliskova enters q-finals
Melbourne

Sixth seed Karolina Pliskova reached her second 
Australian Open quarter-final by outlasting Barbora 

Strycova 6-7(5) 6-3 6-2 in an all-Czech battle that 
stretched into the early hours of Tuesday.

Taking to the court just before 11 p.m. local time, 
the pair slugged it out for two hours and 41 minutes in 
the late match at Rod Laver Arena before former U.S. 
Open finalist Pliskova finally put down her compatriot.

Strycova saved one match point with an audacious 
serve-volley and a second with an overhead smash 
before the 20th seed surrendered by clubbing a 
backhand over the baseline.

Pliskova will meet top seed Simona Halep for a place 
in the semi-finals. (Reuters) Melbourne

Former champion 
Angelique Kerber was 

driven to distraction by 
the unorthodox game of 
world number 88 Hsieh 
Su-wei but overhauled 
the Taiwanese battler 
4-6 7-5 6-2 to reach the 
quarter-finals of the 
Australian Open.

The 21st seed was 
being tied up in knots 
by double-sided Hsieh’s 
angles and slices in a 
match of clashing styles 
at Rod Laver Arena 
before the slender 
Taiwanese fatigued and 
the German’s power 
game prevailed.

Hsieh saved two match 
points to hold serve in 
a late burst of resistance 
but 2016 champion 
Kerber closed it out in 
the next game when she 
whipped an easy passing 
shot. Kerber, 30, will 
meet American Madison 
Keys for a place in the 
semi-finals. (Eurosport)

Kerber digs deep 
to outlast Hsieh

Chung Hyeon celebrates 
(Picture courtesy: Xinhua)

Novak 
Djokovic 
reacts

 Simona Halep celebrates 
(Picture courtesy: Xinhua)

Tennys Sandgren reacts 
(Picture courtesy: Xinhua)

Angelique Kerber hits a return 
(Picture courtesy: Xinhua)
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How Shaikha 
trains for 
Triathlon 
success

Inspirational Bahraini hero 
Shaikha Al Shaiba to tackle her 

first ITU world Triathlon Abu 
Dhabi on Yas Island this March

Abu Dhabi

Bahraini national and para-
triathlete, Shaikha Al Shaiba, 

has her sights set on the ITU 
World Triathlon Abu Dhabi. The 
pinnacle of world triathlon will 
take place on 2 and 3 March 
on Yas Island and will feature 
dedicated waves for para-
triathletes for the first time.

 Commenting on how sporting 
events in the region are evolving 
to become more inclusive: 
“We are fortunate that we can 
now participate in marathons, 
obstacles races, triathlons and 
more,” said Shaikha. “This has 
opened the doors for many people 
like me across many sports.”

 Seasoned para-triathletes, 
such as Shaikha, and first-timers 
will have the chance to rub 
shoulders and compete alongside 
inspirational heroes of Paralympic 
triathlon including; World and 
European Champion and Rio 
2016 Paralympic Gold medallist, 
Andy Lewis and Mohamed 
Lahna, the Bronze medallist at 
the Rio 2016 Paralympics.

 The dedicated para waves will 
take place on Saturday 2 March, 
on the same course as fellow age 
groupers at the iconic Yas Island.

 Shaikha has signed up for her 
first Abu Dhabi challenge and 
is looking forward to tackle the 
season opener this March. 

“I fell in love with multi-

discipline sport last year when 
I did my first Ironman 70.3 in 
Bahrain. I was thrilled to complete 
the swim, bike, run course and 
decided to check off the Abu 
Dhabi event for my bucket list 
this year.”

 The 34-year-old, who is 
the Vice President in one of 
the Investment Companies in 
Bahrain, lost her arm to bone 
cancer. “I was 18 months old and 
had to amputate my arm at that 
point.” 

“I went on to attend school 
and wear a prosthetic arm 
which I didn’t really like and 
it was more for appearance 
purposes. I then decided to stop 
wearing the arm and didn’t care 
what anyone thought anymore,” 
said Shaikha. “This was a pivotal 
moment in my life because not 
only did it give me a boost 
of confidence, but it also led 
me to believe that nothing is 
impossible.” 

In April 2016 Shaikha’s friend 
encouraged her to join their team 
in participating in the obstacle 
course race - Spartan Race 
Bahrain. Contestants had to run, 
climb and crawl through nets 
over an intense 15km-plus course 
with more than 25 obstacles.

 “When I was considering 
competing in the Spartan Race a 
friend told me that these races do 
not cater for people like me. That 

was the exact moment where I 
decided that I was going to go 
ahead and participate with the 
team and try it out. Remember 
nothing is impossible.” 

“Crossing that finish line was 
the best feeling in the world,” 
recalls Shaikha. “I’ve now become 
an ambassador for Spartan Race 
in Bahrain which is fantastic.”

 Filled with confidence and 
determination Shaikha went on 
to sign up for the Ironman 70.3 in 
Bahrain in November last year. “I 
thoroughly enjoyed competing in 
the Ironman and decided to sign 
up to the Ironman 70.3 Dubai 
in February followed by the ITU 
World Triathlon Abu Dhabi in 
March.” 

Shaikha currently trains 
independently for close to ten 
hours every week.  The Bahraini 
star is on a mission to motivate 
others to follow in her steps and 
take the plunge into the world 
of multi-discipline sports. “You 
will be surprised at what you are 
capable of doing on that race 
course. Once you’ve experienced 
your first triathlon you won’t be 
able to stop at just one.”

 Abu Dhabi has become the 
leading regional hub for triathlon, 
with close to 4,000 triathletes, 
including 120 of the world’s best 
elites and 500 juniors expected 
to take to take part in the 2018 
event.
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Manama

Brave Combat Federation has 
announced the full fight card for 

Jordan. The mega event features 12 fights 
including a championship defence bout. 

The event will take place on March 
2nd in Amman, Jordan. 

The programme is headlined by the 
first featherweight title defence of Elias 
Boudegzdame, who will face Jakub 
Kowalewicz from Poland. 

The fight card is currently the 
most diverse ever witnessed by Syria 
featuring athletes from 13 nations. 

The competing athletes include 
nationalities from Algeria, Poland, 
Jordan, France, United Kingdom, 
Lebanon, USA, Brazil, Ireland, 
Philippines, Russia, Syria and South 
Africa. 

The fight night also features four of 

the elite Jordanian stars. Welterweight 
Jarrah Al Selawe looks to keep his 
undefeated streak at Brave Combat 
Federation against David Bear, from 
France. 

In the Lightweight division, Abdul 
Kareem Al Selwady also seeks his fourth 
consecutive win against England’s 
Charlie Leary. 

Bantamweights Jalal Al Daaja and 
Nawraz Abzakh face Philippine’s 
Crisanto Pitpitunge and Brazil’s Michael 
Deiga-Scheck respectively.

Brave 10: The Kingdom Rises marks 
the promotion’s first show in Jordan, 
home to some of Brave’s most decorated 
fighters. 

Jordan is the sixth country to host 
a Brave Combat Federation event, 
after Bahrain, Brazil, the United Arab 
Emirates, India, Kazakhstan and Mexico. 

Full Fight card 
announced 
for Brave 10

Brave 10 Full Fight Card:
Featherweight title bout: Jakub Kowalewicz (Poland) vs  Elias “Smile” Boudegzdame (Algeria)
Welterweight bout:  Jarrah Al Selawe (Jordan) vs David Bear (France)
Lightweight bout: Charlie Leary (UK) vs “The Pride of Palestine” Abdul Kareem Al Selwady (Jordan)
Welterweight bout:  Mohammad “The Latest” Fakhreddine (Lebanon)  vs Tahar “Fast Hands” Hadbi 
(France)
Bantamweight bout: Felipe Efrain (Brazil) vs Frans Mlambo (Ireland)
Welterweight bout: Pawel Kielek (Poland) vs Tyler Hill (USA)
Bantamweight bout: Jalal Al Daaja (Jordan) vs Crisanto Pitpitunge (Philippines)
Catchweight bout (74kg): Mohammad “The Killer” Ghorabi (Lebanon) vs Gadzhimusa “Deadshot” 
Gaziev (Russia)
Middleweight bout: Tarek Suleiman (Syria) vs Will Fleury (Ireland)
Featherweight bout: Dylan “The Nuke” Tuke (Ireland) vs Sodiq “Super” Yusuff (USA)
Bantamweight bout: Nawraz “The Honey Badger” Abzakh (Jordan) vs Michael Deiga-Scheck (Brazil)
Middleweight bout: Chad “Superman” Hanekom (South Africa) vs Ikram Aliskerov (Russia) 

BOC unveils 2018 initiatives

Karate, fencing teams step up preparations
DT News Network
reporter@dt.bh

The Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC) unveiled 

a new set of initiatives for 2018 
as well as its running activities 
in an attempt to promote sports 
within the Bahrain community 
at a press conference yesterday. 

The highlights of the press 
conference, held at Rami Grand 
Hotel in Seef, was the unveiling 
of five new sports projects 
presented by the committee 
for the first time this year that 
target citizens and expats of all 
ages. These sets of initiatives 
were announced by Supreme 
Council for Youth and Sports 
assistant general secretary and 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC) general secretary 
Abdulrahman Askar.

Kicking off the initiatives 
programme is the region’s 
first-ever Bahrain International 
Futsal Challenge, to be held on 
the final week of March with 
300 players to play in a match 
for a continuous 60 hours in 

a bid to promote tourism in 
Bahrain and break the present 
Guinness World Record.

Bahrain will also become the 
first nation in the Middle East 
to organize a dedicated Baby 
Games in the beginning of April.

The event will feature five 
different sports – athletics, 
gymnastics, football, basketball 
and weightlifting, and targets 2 
to 4 years children in an attempt 
to create an awareness among 
youngsters to practice sports 
exercises and promote the 
Olympic principles and values at 
a young age.

Another initiative is the Sports 
Talents Programme, which aims 
to discover extremely skilful 
young athletes, who could 
become the heroes of Bahrain in 
the future.

The BOC announced that 
the first stage of the programme 
will commence on March 4 
when online registration gets 
underway before selecting the 
most talented athletes for the 
second stage of the programme.

DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain’s karate and fencing 
teams have stepped up 

their preparations for the 
Fourth GCC Women’s Sports 
Tournament in Sharjah.

The tournament will run 
from February 2 to 12 and 

will bring together teams from 
around the Arab region to 
compete in a number of sports.

In her visit to the karate 
team, Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC) board 
member and chairwoman 
of the Women’s Sports 
Committee Shaikha Hayat 

bint Abdulaziz Al Khalifa was 
welcomed by Bahrain Martial 
Arts Federation president 
Ahmed Al Khayyat and vice-
president Omar Bukamal.

They briefed Shaikha Hayat 
on the training programme of 
Fai Khalifa, who is the only 
Bahraini representative in the 

karate championship.
Late on, Shaikha Hayat 

headed for the fencing team 
training at Um Al Hassam 
Sports Complex, where she 
met general secretary of the 
Bahrain Fencing Association 
Saleh Faraj, other board 
members.

DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC) has extended 

its Early Bird offer on tickets 
to the 2018 Formula 1 Gulf Air 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

Prices are now reduced 
by up to 15 per cent for the 
highly anticipated Formula 
1 extravaganza, which takes 
place April 6 to 8 at “The Home 
of Motorsport in the Middle 
East.” The extension follows 

the popularity and huge 
demand for the original Early 
Bird period, which offered 
discounts of up to 20pc. The 
15 pc reduction covers tickets 
to the Main Grandstand and 
Turn One Grandstand. The 
Main Grandstand seat now 
costs BD127.5 instead of its 
original price of BD150, while 
the Turn One seat is BD85, 
reduced from its original price 
of BD100.

There is also a 10pc discount 

on tickets to the Batelco 
Grandstand, University 
Grandstands and Victory 
Grandstands. 

A Batelco Grandstand ticket 
now costs BD108, down from 
its original price of BD120. 

Tickets can be purchased at 
the BIC stand at Bahrain City 
Centre. 

They can also be bought 
online at www.bahraingp.com 
or by calling the BIC Hotline 
on +973-17-450000.

BIC extends Early Bird offer

The panel at the press conference

A Karate show in progress
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Full Fight card 
announced 
for Brave 10

P23

Melbourne

Roger Federer maintained 
his record of not having 

dropped a set at the Australian 
Open with a straightforward 
victory over Marton Fucsovics 
to reach the quarter-finals.

The 25-year-old Hungarian 
was a surprise face in the fourth 
round and acquitted himself 
well on Rod Laver Arena but 
ultimately proved no match for 
the defending champion, who 
won 6-4 7-6 (7/3) 6-2.

The victory sends Federer 
through to the last eight in 
Melbourne for the 14th time 
and 52nd overall in grand 
slams, where he is likely to be 
more severely tested by Tomas 
Berdych.

This was a first meeting for 
the pair, although Federer played 
Fucsovics’ coach Attila Savolt in 
the second round in Melbourne 

16 years ago.
Federer was also playing 

during the day for the first 
time all tournament after three 
matches at night but had no 
problem making the adjustment 
and is the oldest man to reach 
the quarter-finals here since Ken 
Rosewall in December 1977.

The 36-year-old said: “I 
thought he played very well. 
Fast conditions, you have to 
have quick ideas and execute 
well and I think he did that very 
well. I had a hard time breaking 
through until two sets to love 
and a break. Credit to him for 
playing a great tournament, 
that’s what I told him at the net.”

Berdych has been flying under 
the radar this fortnight but, after 
beating Juan Martin del Potro in 
straight sets, he followed up with 
an impressive 6-1 6-4 6-4 victory 
over Fabio Fognini. (PA Sport)

Roger Federer beats 
Marton Fucsovics 6-4 7-6 
(7/3) 6-2, will play Tomas 
Berdych for a semi-final 

place in Melbourne

Federer 
powers 

into 
quarters

Roger Federer of Switzerland competes (Picture courtesy: Xinhua)


