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London

Marcus Rashford fired 
Manchester United into the 

League Cup fourth round as the 
holders crushed Burton 4-1, while 
Manchester City eased through with 
a 2-1 win at West Bromwich Albion 
on Wednesday.

City and United, currently first 
and second in the Premier League, 
took contrasting routes to the last 16, 
where they were joined by Chelsea, 
Arsenal and Everton as the big guns 
advanced despite fielding weakened 
teams.

United manager Jose Mourinho 
made nine changes from the side that 
thrashed Everton on Sunday, with 
Rashford and Juan Mata the only 
survivors.

Rashford took just five minutes to 
open the scoring with a deft finish 
and the England forward struck 
again in the 17th minute with a 
powerful effort.

Burton, 19th in the Championship, 
were killed off in the 36th minute 
when Jesse Lingard’s shot deflected 
in off Ben Turner.

Injury-ravaged United left-
back Luke Shaw came on for his 
first appearance since April before 
Anthony Martial scored the fourth 
from Rashford’s pass on the hour.

Lloyd Dyer got one back for 
Burton in stoppage-time.

“If you ask me could English 
football survive or even be better 

without this competition? Maybe 
we would be fresher for European 
competition for example,” Mourinho 
said.

“But we have this competition, we 
have to respect the sponsors, we have 
to respect the opponents and a lot of 
us are trying to do our best.”

At the Hawthorns, City boss Pep 
Guardiola made eight changes from 
the 6-0 demolition of Watford, 
giving Yaya Toure his first start of the 
season, while Ilkay Gundogan, back 
from a serious knee injury, started for 
the first time since December.

It was from Gundogan’s saved 
shot that Leroy Sane slotted in City’s 
third minute opener.

But, casting a shadow over City’s 
progress, Gundogan was forced off 
with a knock in the second half.

Claudio Yacob equalised for 
Albion with a close-range finish in 
the 72nd minute, only for Germany 
winger Sane to produce a superb 
curling winner five minutes later.

Michy Batshuayi’s hat-trick 
helped Chelsea crush second tier 
Nottingham Forest 5-1 at Stamford 
Bridge.

Antonio Conte made nine changes 
from Sunday’s 0-0 draw against 
Arsenal, with Eden Hazard given 
his first start of the season after 
recovering from ankle surgery.

Kenedy was starting for the first 
time since being sent home from 
Chelsea’s pre-season tour of Asia in 
July following his offensive social 
media comments about China.

Batshuayi shines
His bid to get back in Conte’s good 
b o o k s got underway 

when the 

Brazilian winger put Chelsea ahead 
in the 13th minute with his first goal 
since March 2016.

Batshuayi’s close-range finish 
doubled Chelsea’s lead six minutes 
later before 20-year-old Belgian 
Charly Musonda smashed in his first 
Blues goal in the 40th minute.

Batshuayi got his second from 
Hazard’s pass in the 53rd minute 
and the Belgian striker completed 
his treble four minutes from full-
time, with Forest replying through 
Tendayi Darikwa in the closing  
moments.

A week after his 17th birthday, 
substitute Ethan Ampadu became 
the first player born this millennium 
to represent Chelsea.

Theo Walcott sealed Arsenal’s 1-0 
win over third tier Doncaster at the 
Emirates Stadium.

Gunners boss Arsene Wenger 
changed his entire line-up from the 
Chelsea draw, with Per Mertesacker, 
Alexis Sanchez and Olivier Giroud 
among the starters.

Sanchez set up the 25th minute 
opener, clipping a fine pass to 
Walcott, who controlled well before 
slotting home.

“That was hard work, credit to 
Doncaster. I was concerned, they 
looked dangerous,” Wenger said.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin’s double 
blasted Everton to a 3-0 victory over 
second tier Sunderland at Goodison 
Park. (AFP)

Federer, Nadal relish teaming up
Prague

Long-time rivals Roger Federer and 
Rafael Nadal will achieve a career 

first in Prague this weekend when they 
play side-by-side in the Laver Cup, a 
Ryder Cup golf style event featuring 
Team Europe against Team World.

Nadal and Federer, who are back at the 
top of the sport’s rankings after sweeping 
the four Grand Slam titles in 2017, are 
expected to be selected by Europe team 
skipper Bjorn Borg to play doubles as 
well as singles.

It will the two legends’ first appearance 
on the same side of the court in a rivalry 
which has spanned the best part of two 
decades.

“I would love to play with Rafa and see 
that forehand do damage on the other 
side,” said Federer, this year’s Australian 
Open and Wimbledon champion.

“I’m sure that the crowd would go 

absolutely crazy and just because of that 
it would just be great to play.”

Joining Federer and Nadal in the 
Europe team are fellow top 10 players 
Marin Cilic, Alexander Zverev, Dominic 
Thiem with former number four Tomas 
Berdych making up the squad.

Team World, skippered by John 
McEnroe, features four Americans 
-- Frances Tiafoe, Sam Querrey, John 
Isner and Jack Sock as well as Australian 
crowd puller Nick Kyrgios and Canadian 
teenager Denis Shapovalov. 

Tiafoe, who gave Federer a scare at 
the US Open, was a late call-up for Juan 
Martin del Potro.

The three-day tournament runs from 
Friday to Sunday and will feature three 
sets per match, the last of which is a super 
tie-break (10 points). 

There are four matches a day -- three 
singles and a doubles.

Nadal, who added the US Open 
to his Roland Garros title earlier this 
month, said he may be a little ring-
rusty over the weekend having taken 
a break following his New York 
triumph.

“I didn’t practice here 
yet, of course after the US 
Open. After a big event 
you go down a little 
bit, you need to recover 
energy. I have today and 
tomorrow to practise hard and 
let’s see then,” said the Spaniard.

Ironically, the Laver Cup 
presentation took place on 
Wednesday in Prague’s old town 
on the same day that tennis’s 
flagship team event, the Davis 
Cup was holding its draw for 
the 2018 season.

Manchester United’s English striker Marcus Rashford (L) scores his, and his team’s second goal

German tennis player Alexander Zverev, Swiss tennis player Roger 
Federer and Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal greet the audi-
ence from the stage ahead of the tennis Laver Cup

United, City into 
Cup fourth round
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India vs Australia: Yadav lights up City of Joy
(Continued from page 24)

The deliveries he got the 
batsmen out with were 

unplayable.”
Kohli added: “You can 

count on Bhuvi for getting the 
breakthroughs. Two young 
spinners bowling with a lot of 
heart, speaks volumes about 
their characters.”

Kumar struck early after 
removing the two Australian 
openers,   including David 
Warner for one, in an inspired 
first spell that lasted six overs.

Skipper Steve Smith, who 
made 59, and Travis Head then 
forged a 76-run partnership 
as the duo tried to steady the 
innings by counter attacking the 
Indian bowlers. 

But the introduction of spin 
once again proved troublesome 
for the visitors with leg-spinner 
Chahal sending back Head, for 
39, and then the big-hitting 
Glenn Maxwell, for 14.

Maxwell, who looked 
threatening with two sixes 
during his brief stay, was 
stumped by wicketkeeper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni who 

was quick to clip the bails off.
Smith though carried on the 

good work to register a gritty 50 
in his 100th ODI but the delight 
was short lived after he fell to 
paceman Hardik Pandya.

Yadav strikes
Yadav, playing just his ninth 
ODI, then turned on the heat 
with his triple strike in the 33rd 
over that spelt doom for the 

visitors.
He got wicketkeeper-batsman 

Matthew Wade (2), Ashton 
Agar (0) and Pat Cummins (0) 
to become only the third Indian 
after pacemen Chetan Sharma 
and Kapil Dev to record an ODI 
hat-trick.

Marcus Stoinis  remained 
unbeaten on 62, but his valiant 
knock came too late in the day 
as Kumar, who returned figures 

of 3-9 in his 6.1 overs, wiped up 
the tail.

“We were pretty happy with 
250, thought we pulled things 
back pretty well. Did a really 
good job there. Batters though 
made poor decisions, and you 
can’t do that against a quality 
team like India,” said Smith.

“Stoinis was good at the end 
there, just needed someone to 
bat with. One of the top four 
needs to go on and make a 
hundred,” he added.

Earlier fast bowlers Nathan 
Coulter-Nile and Kane 
Richardson claimed three 
wickets each to pull things 
back for the visitors after India 
started off strongly.

Pandya and Kumar also 
scored 20 each to add valuable 
runs to the total with their 
35-run seventh-wicket 
partnership.

There was also a bit of drama 
in the 48th over of the Indian 
innings when Pandya was 
caught off a no-ball, but Smith 
ran him out only to see the 
batsman walking off the ground 
following a slight drizzle. (AFP)

Scoreboard
India
A. Rahane run out (Cartwright/Wade)    55
R. Sharma c and b Coulter-Nile 7
V. Kohli b Coulter-Nile                92
M. Pandey b Agar             3
K. Jadhav c Maxwell b Coulter-Nile     24
M.S. Dhoni c Smith b Richardson         5
H. Pandya c Warner b Richardson        20
B. Kumar c Maxwell b Richardson        20
K. Yadav c Wade b Cummins               0
J. Bumrah not out     10
Y. Chahal run out (Wade)                1
Extras (b1, nb1, w13)      15
Total (all out, 50 overs)                        252

Australia (target 253)
H. Cartwright b Kumar                   1
D. Warner c Rahane b Kumar           1
S. Smith c Jadeja (sub) b Pandya       59
T. Head c Pandey b Chahal              39
G. Maxwell st Dhoni b Chahal           14
M. Stoinis not out                     62
M. Wade b Yadav                         2 
A. Agar lbw b Yadav                     0
P. Cummins c Dhoni b Yadav              0
N. Coulter-Nile c and b Pandya          8
K. Richardson lbw b Kumar               0
Extras (b4, lb6, w6)                   16
Total (all out; 43.1 overs)           202
Result: India won by 50 runs
Series: India lead the five-match series 2-0

England-West 
2nd one-day 
abandoned
Nottingham

Play in the second one-
day international 

between England and West 
Indies at Trent Bridge on 
Thursday was abandoned as 
a no-result washout.

Only 11 minutes play was 
possible at the Nottingham 
ground before rain saw the 
umpires take the players 
off the field with England 
21 without loss after 2.2 
overs, having been sent  
into bat.

Jonny Bairstow  was nine 
not out and Alex Hales 10 
not out.

The rain did not relent 
and several hours later, 
shortly before 4:15pm local 
time (1515 GMT) the match 
was abandoned.

England remain 1-0 up 
in a five-match series that 
continues in Bristol on 
Sunday.

Ward quits 
boxing

Los Angeles

World light heavyweight champion 
Andre Ward announced his 

retirement from boxing yesterday, 
saying his weary body could no longer 
put up with the physical demands of 
the sport.

Ward, 33, is the reigning WBA, IBF 
and WBO champion and is widely 
regarded as one of the best pound-for-
pound boxers in the world.

He leaves the sport after recording 
back-to-back wins over Russian brawler 
Sergey Kovalev, hanging up his gloves 
with a perfect 32-0 record.

“I want to be clear -- I am leaving 
because my body can no longer put 
up with the rigors of the sport and 
therefore my desire to fight is no longer 
there,” Ward said in a statement on his 
website.

“If I cannot give my family, my team, 
and the fans everything that I have, 
then I should no longer be fighting,” 
he added under the statement, titled 
“Mission Accomplished.”

Ward added that he was leaving the 
sport at the pinnacle as he had intended.

“As I walk away from the sport of 
boxing today, I leave at the top of your 

glorious mountain, which was always 
my vision and my dream. I did it. We 
did it,” he said.

In a separate interview with ESPN’s 
First Take program, Ward said the 
intensive training camps for title fights 
had taken a steady toll on his body.

“People see what I do fight night. 
They see under the lights, but they 
don’t see the toil, they don’t see the 
grind, they don’t see just the pain, the 
physical pain that you go through, not 
just in the fights, but to prepare and to 
get ready for those battles,” he said.

“I felt the physicality of the sport, not 
just in the ring stuff, but the training 
and the preparation, start to take its toll 
on me for the last two or three years, 
and I bit down and continued to push 
through, and at this point, it’s time, and 
I know it’s time,” he added.

Ward, a gold medallist at the 2004 
Olympics in Athens, had been a 
controversial victor over Kovalev last 
November, winning the Russian’s three 
175-pound belts with a unanimous 
decision.

However he silenced those doubters 
with a decisive eighth-round knockout 
in the rematch in June. (AFP)


