
Gaza City

As 12-year-
o l d 

P a l e s t i n i a n 
Y o u s e f 
a l - B a h t i n i 
distorts his 
body into almost 
i m p o s s i b l e 

shapes, he dreams 
of entering the 

Guinness World 
Records.
That dream could 

come true in the coming 
weeks, provided Jordan 

and Israel grant him permits 
to travel for a time trial.
Bahtini lives in Gaza, the 

Palestinian enclave of two 
million people sealed off by 

Israel and Egypt.
But using YouTube videos 
and with his family’s help, 

he has taught himself to 
bend in seemingly 

impossible ways. 
And now 

his family 
b e l i e v e 

Guinness should recognise him.
“This talent was discovered by 

my brother and I’ve improved it. 
I will participate in the Guinness 
Book of Records with a forward 
movement of 20 metres in 14 
seconds, and it’s name is ‘The 
Roll,’” said Bahtini.

The move involves rolling 
forward onto your stomach before 
flicking your bent legs up behind 
you into a crab position, then 
rolling back through and dropping 
onto your chest again.

The current record, set in 2013 
by Britain’s Leilani Franco, is 20 
metres (45 feet) in 17 seconds. 

Bahtini’s family say he has done 
it in 14, and sent the evidence to 
Guinness to prove it.

The company wrote to the family 
in July to say he had been accepted 
for a time trial.

They don’t, however, have an 
office in Gaza so Bahtini must 
travel to Jordan for an official test.

The family are waiting for a 
Jordanian permit, after which they 
will apply for permission to transit 
through Israel.

“Guinness are understanding 

of the circumstances in the Gaza 
Strip and therefore have not 
specified a particular date for our 
participation,” Yousef’s brother 
Mohammed, who is also his trainer, 
said. 

He added they wanted to get 
his name into the Guinness World 
Records to “raise the name of 
Palestine high”.

If successful, Bahtini would be 
the second Gazan contortionist to 
enter the Guinness records book 
in a year.

In February, 13-year-old 
Mohammad al-Sheikh broke the 
record for the most full body 
revolutions maintaining a chest 
stand in one minute.

The move involves lying on 
the chest, bending the back to put 
the feet in front of the head then 
rotating the hips to run the feet in 
laps around the body.

Israel, which has fought three 
wars with Palestinian militants in 
Gaza since 2008, has maintained a 
crippling blockade on the territory 
for more than a decade, and its 
residents receive only a few hours 
of electricity a day. (AFP)
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Yousef Al-Bahtini, a twelve-year-old 
Palestinian boy invited to attempt 
the record attempt for “fastest time 
to travel 20 metres in a contortion 
roll” by Guinness World Records, 
shows off his acrobatic skills
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Dublin

Ryanair  chief executive Michael O’Leary said he could 
not rule out axing more flights, but added any additional 

cancellations would not be linked 
to ongoing pilot roster problems. 
O’Leary said in Dublin that he 
“cannot guarantee there won’t be 
further cancellations, but there 
won’t be any further cancellations 
as a result of this rostering issue”, a 
spokesman confirmed.

Paris

L’Oreal heiress Liliane Bettencourt, the world’s richest 
woman whose old age was clouded by dementia, has died at 

the age of 94, her family said. “Liliane 
Bettencourt died last night at home,” 
her daughter Francoise Bettencourt 
Meyers said. Bettencourt was the 
14th richest person in the world, 
according to Forbes magazine, which 
estimated her net worth in March at 
$39.5 billion (33 billion euros).

-Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, 

Ryanair could ground more planes World’s richest woman dies aged 94 5 years ago I left parliament with mixed 
feelings today I return as directed by (the 
ANC) as a servant of the SA (South African) 
people. I return determined to contribute to 
implementing decisions 
of (the ANC) particularly 
as it relates to radically 
improving our people’s 
lives.”

Ex-wife of South African President 
Jacob Zuma, who was re-appoint-

ed a lawmaker in parliament 

Google to buy 
part of HTC 

for $1.1 billion

Taipei

Taiwan’s struggling 
smartphone maker HTC 

said yesterday it would sell 
part of its smartphone business 
to Google for $1.1 billion as 
the US giant looks to take 
greater control of its hardware 
business.

Google will take on half 
of HTC’s research and 
development staff -- about 
2,000 people -- many of whom 
have already been working on 
the Silicon Valley firm’s Pixel 
handset, as well as intellectual 

property (IP) licensing.
HTC said in a statement 

the deal is expected to 
be completed early next 
year, pending regulatory  
approval.

“For Google, this agreement 
further reinforces its 
commitment to smartphones 
and overall investment 
in its emerging hardware 
business,”  HTC spokesman 
Peter Shen told a press 
conference in Taipei.

“In addition to the talented 
and experienced team of 

professionals, Google will 
continue to have access 
to HTC’s IP to support the 
Pixel smartphone family. This 
agreement also represents 
a significant investment by 
Google in Taiwan as a key 
innovation and technology 
hub.”

The Taiwanese firm is 
working on its new flagship 
phone and will also continue to 
invest in areas such as virtual 
reality, artificial intelligence 
and internet of things, Shen 
added.

Apple shares slip on smartwatch reviews
San Francisco

Apple shares slipped 
Wednesday after mixed 

reviews of its latest smartwatch 
and amid concerns pre-orders 
of coming iPhone 8 models 
were lagging.

Apple Watch Series 3 set to 
hit the market on Friday boasts 
the ability to connect directly to 
telecommunications networks 
to let users remain connected 
without a smartphone for 
phone calls, music and other 
functions.

During a live demonstration 
at a media event earlier this 

month, an Apple executive on 
a stand-up paddle board in the 
middle of a lake chatted via the 
smartwatch with a colleague on 
stage in San Francisco.

But, reviews posted on 
Wednesday expressed 
problems with Apple Watch 
Series 3 connecting to mobile 

networks. Lauren Goode of tech 
news website The Verge wrote 
that while trying out the new 
Apple Watch she experience 
“notable connectivity issues,” 
with the device trying to 
link with unknown WiFi 
hot-spots instead of a 
telecommunications network.

The new Apple Watch Series 3

London
Michael O’Leary is Irish low-cost airline Ryanair’s outspoken chief 
executive, who is known as much for his colourful turns of phrase as his 
business acumen. Here is a selection of his reported quotes:

“People say the customer is 
always right, but you know 
what -- they’re not. Sometimes 
they are wrong and they need 
to be told so.”

“You’re not getting a refund, so 
f**** off. We don’t want to hear 
your sob stories. What part of 
‘no refund’ don’t you under-
stand?”

“One thing we have looked at 
is maybe putting a coin slot on 
the toilet door.”

“Do we carry rich people on our 
flights? Yes, I flew on one this 
morning and I’m very rich.”

“We fight constantly with governments and 
idiot Brussels bureaucrats who want to put 
up the cost of air travel.”

“The best thing you can do with environ-
mentalists is shoot them.”

“We expect our profits to grow by 20 to 25 
percent. That’s not just good, that’s practi-
cally obscene in an industry in which few 
people make money. This isn’t an airline, 
it’s a drug baron’s business.”

“You can’t prevent the French 
from striking! Well, they don’t 
allow the French military to 
go on strike. Mind you, no one 
would notice anyway.”

“I think the most influential 
person in Europe in the last 20 
to 30 years has been Margaret 
Thatcher, who has left a last-
ing legacy that has driven us 
towards lower taxes and great-
er efficiency. Without her we’d 
all be living in some French 
bloody unemployed republic.”

“I don’t give a f*** if no one likes me. I am 
not a cloud bunny.... I don’t like airplanes. I 
never wanted to be a pilot like those other 
platoons of goons who populate the airline 
industry.”

“I don’t mind dressing up in something 
stupid or pulling gormless faces if it helps. 
Frankly, I don’t give a rat’s arse about my 
personal dignity.”


