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The Eternal Movie 
Companion! 
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At Cultural Crossroads
with Brett!
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I am stammering 
in interviews, 
what should I do?

This List Sucks: 
A  vampire   film 
retrospective

One of the greatest things about Bahrain 
is how many of its initiatives are always 
so creative, and intriguing. One of these 
pertains to encouraging exploration of 

the world through the art of ‘reading’. The Ministry 
of Education will be holding its annual reading 
drive in April to coincide with UNESCO’s World 
Book Day on April 23rd.   As part of its schedule 
of events, a mobile library bus will visit various 
government and private schools around Bahrain. 
It representing itself as a campaign to increase the 
habit of reading, for this art is slowly becoming one 
of the obsolete activities of the world and the drive 
would encourage readers to pick a book and step 
into imagination, creativity and endless discovery.
If you would like to donate children’s books 
(preschool to age 12) for the mobile library, you can 
drop them off at Words during the month of March. 
The books must be in excellent condition.

Win 2
Nutel Cafe
Vouchers!

The best recipe will win the vouchers and get featured. 

Send the details by March28, 2018.
Good Luck!

There isn’t anything better 
than something drizzling 
with Nutella. Weekender 
has collaborated with the 
very tempting and dreamy 
‘Nutel Cafe’ to give out 
vouchers to some of our 
readers. Here’s what you 
have to do:

*Send us a recipe that has the ingredient nutella 
and one kind of fruit atleast, along with your image 

holding a paper that says 
“Weekender & Nutella Go Together”

A tour that aimed to highlight the heritage and cultural 
significance of the island through its national treasure 
‘Palm Groves’ was recently organized by the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture & Antiquities.  As a part of the 

third edition of Food is Culture festival, the tour to the palm 
groves by the Qalaat Al Bahrain site allowed visitors to learn 
about the different types of palm trees up-close while they also 
gained knowledge through a palm water factory nearby. The 
tour is guided by Dr. Salman AlMahari, from the Directorate of 
Archaeology and National Heritage.
More than 100 registered guests gathered at the Qalaat AlBahrain 
Site Museum for the Palm Grove walk. It was a memorable 
experience for all who took part as it highlighted food throughout 
history, sweet water springs in the sea, the significance of 
Madbasa (date press) and food in trade routes, as well as the 
history of the fort and its port as well as the significance of ports 
in introducing new ingredients.
The tour is one of the many such initiatives that involve not 
just the locals but the large expat community as well to see 
the grassroots’ initiatives that keep the traditional and valued 

resources being utilized well and proud. Speaking to Weekender, 
one of the participants ‘Samantha Oliver’, shared, “It has been 
an amazing experience. It was great to learn of the different 
types of palm trees and dates, shown in the farms. We also got 
a hands-on experience on the traditional irrigation systems and 
how different fruits and vegetables are grown in open farms. I 
especially enjoyed the tour of Al-Jaser Factory, where we learned 
about palm water and different distilled waters. The history of 
the factory and the older way of distillation is certainly an eye-
opener.”
Food is Culture is an initiative that takes place in parallel with the 
Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition, the aim of this experiment 
is to shed light on creative processes that takes place when two 
individuals (from different creative disciplines) collaborate. It 
does not stop at the artists’/chefs’ presentations; the festival 
includes workshops for adults and kids, lectures’ series, movie 
nights and field trips relating to the topics of Food and/or Art 
in areas of culture, history and heritage. For more details on 
upcoming events and programmes, check out: 
www.culture.gov.bh

Let’s Head to the 
‘Palm Groves’ 
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Washington

US President Donald 
Trump and Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
discussed the situation in 
war-torn Yemen during a 
meeting on Tuesday, in talks 
that covered the Houthi 
militias, Iranian activity and 
the humanitarian situation, the 
White House said. “On Yemen, 
the president and the Crown 

Prince discussed the threat the 
Houthis pose to the region, 
assisted by the Iranian Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps,” 
it said in a statement yesterday. 

“The leaders discussed 
additional steps to address 
the humanitarian situation 
and agreed that a political 
resolution to the conflict is 
ultimately necessary to meet 
the needs of the Yemeni 

people.” Trump gave a warm 
welcome to the Crown Prince 
on Tuesday and credited U.S. 
defense sales to the Saudis with 
boosting American jobs.

Just hours after the prince 
left the White House Tuesday, 
the US Senate rejected a 
bipartisan bid designed to 
withdraw US intelligence and 
reconnaissance support for 
the war in Yemen. The bill 

was defeated and the congress 
will not limit US military 
cooperation with Saudi Arabia 
in the Yemen war. Senators 
voted 55-44 to dismiss the bill.

Crown Prince Mohammed 
also met on Tuesday with 
Mitch McConnell, the leader 
of the majority in the Senate, 
and Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Paul Ryan 
to discuss bilateral issue and 

world development.
Later Crown Prince 

Mohammed met with 
Republican Senators Dan 
Sullivan, Tom Cotton, and 
Lindsey Graham, along with 
Democratic Senator Joe 
Manchin, in talks which the 
Saudi embassy said showed the 
“multidimensional” nature of 
the Kingdom’s relations with 
the US. - Arab News

Trump, Saudi Crown Prince discuss Yemen crisis

Manama

The Central Bank of 
Bahrain (CBB) has raised 

its key policy
interest rate on the one-

week deposit facility from 
1.75 per cent to 2.00 per cent.

The CBB also decided to 
increase the overnight deposit 
rate from 1.50 per cent to

1.75 per cent, the one-
month deposit rate from 2.40 
per cent to 2.65 per cent, and 
the lending rate from 3.50 per 
cent to 3.75 per cent.

DT News Network
Manama

Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka 
bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, wife of 

HM the King and Supreme Council for 
Women President yesterday honoured 
the 2018 winners of her award for 
productive families. The Labour and 
Social Development Ministry organized 
the 11th edition of the prize-distribution 
ceremony at the Sharifa Al-Awadhi 
Youth and Children Club in Riffa. 

HRH Princess Sabeeka commended 
Bahraini productive families for their 
efforts to develop their products to 
support the national economy and 

promote high-quality handicraft items. 
She hailed the progress of the project 
over the past years to enable productive 
families to diversify their options and 
develop their competence through 
training, stressing the need to explore 
more channels to market products. 

HRH Princess Sabeeka congratulated 
the 2018 laureates, hailing the growing 
participation of contenders who 
are vying for the prize which was 
established essentially to honour 
dedicated Bahrainis, promote manual 
work and enhance the quality of 
products. The Best Productive Family 
Award went to the family of Ahmed 

Abdulkarim, while Ali Jaber won the 
Best Product prize. The Shield of Best 
Sponsor of productive families went 
to the General Organisation for Social 
Insurance.  HRH Princess Sabeeka 
toured the exhibition which was held 
on the margins of the prize-distribution 
ceremony. A total of 255 families are 
taking part in the 2018 edition, which 
represent an increase by 33% compared 
with last year’s edition.  Labour and 
Social Development Minister Jameel 
bin Mohammed Ali Humaidan thanked 
HRH Princess Sabeeka for patronizing 
the ceremony and honouring the 
prizewinners. 

2018 productive 
families honoured
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Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa with award winners of 2018 productive families


