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hit court in 
Pakistan,

7 killed

Suicide bombers

Tangi

At least seven people were 
killed when multiple 

Taliban suicide bombers 
attacked a court complex in 
northern Pakistan yesterday, 
the latest in a series of assaults 
which have raised fears 
militants are regrouping.

One bomber was briefly 
on the loose inside the busy 
complex in the Tangi area 
of Charsadda district but 
was killed by police some 
20 minutes after the attack 

began, officials said. 
A second bomber was shot 

dead by security forces and a 
third died when he detonated 
his vest outside the main 
gates of the facility in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
according to police.

The attack was claimed by 
the Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA) 
faction of the Pakistani 
Taliban, which carried 
out a series of apparently 
coordinated assaults last week 
including a powerful bomb 

blast in Lahore which killed 
14 people.

“So far seven people have 
been killed and 15 wounded,” 
Suhail Khalid, district police 
chief, told AFP, adding that a 
lawyer was among the dead.

The three attackers had 
opened fire on police and 
thrown grenades as they tried 
to battle their way into the 
complex, Khalid said.

“Bomb disposal experts 
told us that each bomber 
was wearing seven to eight 

kilogrammes of explosives,” 
he told reporters. 

Hundreds of people 
including lawyers, judges and 
citizens normally attend the 
court complex.

Police scoured the area 
for evidence as military 
helicopters whirred overhead. 
An old man whose four-year-
old grandson died in the 
attack wept.

Another man who 
witnessed the attack, 
Muhammad Hussain, said 

he was about to enter the 
complex when he heard the 
blast.

“When I looked up I saw 
three armed men, hurling 
grenades and opening fire,” 
said the 35-year-old civil 
servant, adding he sought 
shelter in a nearby police 
barracks from where he heard 
the gunbattle.

“This continued for some 
minutes and then I heard 
another big bang. Some 
minutes after a policemen 

told me that it’s all over.”
Lawyers and the judiciary 

are frequent targets in 
Pakistan. Among last week’s 
assaults was a bomb blast 
targeting a van carrying 
judges in Peshawar. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s office condemned the 
latest assault.

“We will not be deterred by 
such attacks. Our government 
will continue to fight against 
terrorist elements,” a 
statement said. - (AFP)

Le Pen in headscarf controversy
Beirut

France’s  far-right 
presidential candidate 

Marine Le Pen capped her visit 
to Lebanon with controversy 
yesterday when she refused to 
wear a headscarf to meet the 
country’s top cleric.

On her last day in the 
Mediterranean country, Le Pen 
arrived at Sheikh Abdellatif 
Deryan’s office in Beirut and 
was offered a white shawl to 
cover her blonde hair.

She promptly refused and 
made a brief statement to 
journalists before leaving.

“The highest Sunni authority 
in the world had not had 
this requirement, so I have 

no reason to,” Le Pen said, 
referring to her 2015 visit to 
Al-Azhar, the prestigious 
institution of Islamic learning.

She said she had told 
Deryan’s office that she would 
not don a headscarf: “They did 
not cancel the meeting, so I 

thought they would accept that 
I will not wear the scarf.”

“They wanted to impose this 
on me, to present me with a fait 
accompli,” the candidate said.

Deryan heads Dar al-Fatwa, 
the highest Sunni authority in 
Lebanon.

In a statement yesterday, 
the body said “its press office 
had informed the presidential 
candidate, through one of 
her assistants, of the need to 
cover her head when she meets 
his eminence, according to 
the protocol assumed by Dar 
al-Fatwa”.

“Dar al-Fatwa officials were 
surprised by her refusal to 
conform to this rule,” it said.

Mugabe marks 93rd birthday
Harare

Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, the 

world’s oldest national ruler, 
turned 93 yesterday, using 
a long and occasionally 
rambling interview to vow 
to remain in power despite 
growing signs of frailty.

He celebrated the day at a 
private event in Harare with a 
cake and presents from staff as 
supporters and ruling ZANU-
PF party officials filled state 

media with gushing messages 
of goodwill.

During an hour-long, pre-
recorded television interview 
Mugabe appeared to grow 
increasingly tired.

“The call to step down 
must come from my party. In 
such circumstances I will step 
down,” he said.

“They want me to stand for 
elections. If I feel that I can’t 
do it any more, I will say so to 
my party to relieve me.

“The majority of the 
people feel that there is no 
replacement  a successor who 
to them is acceptable.”

The Zimbabwean 
opposition used the birthday 
to say Mugabe was an 
outdated leader.

Large game animals are 
often slaughtered for the 
occasion. In previous years 
Mugabe has reportedly been 
offered elephants, buffalo and 
impala for the feast.

Palestinian journalist 
released after 10 months

Jerusalem

A senior Palestinian 
journalist has been 

released after 10 months in an 
Israeli jail without charge, he 
told yesterday.

Omar Nazzal, 55, was 
released on Monday after 
nearly a year in prison and 
following 13 hearings in 
an Israeli military court, he  
said.

Despite that, he added, 
he never received specific 
allegations, only a “general 
accusation” that he was 
threatening “regional security”.

“When my lawyer asked for 
details, he got only rejections 
from judges and military 
prosecutors,” Nazzal, a member 
of the general secretariat of 
the Palestinian Journalists 
Syndicate. 

He was arrested on April 
23 at the border between the 

Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Jordan, from where he had 
been due to fly to a European 
Federation of Journalists 
gathering in Bosnia. 

Nazzal, a former employee at 
the Palestine Today newspaper, 
was detained under Israel’s 
controversial administrative 
detention laws, which allow 
suspects to be interned for 
indefinite periods without 
charge on evidence often not 
given to their lawyers.

The Palestinians have 
labelled his arrest an attack 
on press freedom and  
several international 
organisations have called for 
his release.

According to the Palestinian 
Journalists Syndicate, around 
20 journalists or journalism 
students are held by Israel,  
one of them for more than 20 
years.

Palestinian journalists hold placards during a demonstration in 
support of their colleague, Omar Nazzal
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Marine Le Pen (C) reacts upon being handed a headscarf 
ahead of  a meeting

Robert Mugabe blows out 
candles during his birthday

Pakistani secu-
rity personnel 
gather at the 
main entrance of 
a court complex 
after multiple sui-
cide bomb attacks
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Bahrain

moves up
Ironman
in ratings

DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain has been granted 
of 89.1 percent points by 

the Ironman Company for 
organising the Ironman 70.3 
Middle East Championship. 
The current rating is 2.92 pc 
above the global average.

 Supreme Council for Youth 
& Sport Chairman, Bahrain 
Olympic Committee President 

& Royal Charity Organisation 
(RCO) Chairman H H 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al  
Khalifa noted that this figure 
enables Bahrain to become the 
home of triathlon sport in the 
Middle 

“This grade awarded to 
Bahrain is considered a very 
high percentage at the level of 
countries organising Ironman 
events and confirming that 

the Kingdom had hosted 
the tournament in a novel  
and professional manner,” he 
said.

Shaikh Nasser pointed out 
that the Kingdom of Bahrain 
is always going to be at the 
forefront when organising 
sporting events on its soil and 
thanked the leadership for its 
support to all sports and the 
youth sector.

Hamad wins boys title
Aidan Payne/DTNN 
aidan@dt.bh

Manama

Second seed Hamad Abdul 
A’al defeated top seed 

Yousef Ashraf 6-4, 6-0 to 
clinch the Boys under 18 years 
title yesterday of the 22nd 
Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait 
(BBK) Juniors Open Tennis 
Championship 2017 at the 
Bahrain Tennis Club (BTC) 
premises in Juffair.

The opening set began 
with both players winning 
their opening service games, 
followed by three breaks of 
service as Hamad took an  
early 3-2 lead and extended it 
to 4-2 on his service game.

Both players then exchanged 
breaks of service before Yousef 

held serve to trail 4-5. 
Hamad was decisive on his 

service game to wrap up the 
set 6-4.

The second set started badly 
for Yousef as found himself 
0-3 down after losing a second 
service game.

Sophie De Boer defeated 
Maya Bseisu 6-3, 7-6(8) in a 
well contested Girls 14 years 
and under final between the 
two JC’s Academy students as 
Maya effected two breaks of 
service early in the first set for 
a 3-1 lead.

The other titles went to 
top seed Tristan Manners 
with a 6-0 games victory over  
second seed Rushikesh 
Sonawane in the Unisex 10 
years and under. 

Top seed Riyaan Ahmed was 

a 4-0 games winner against 
second seed Joshua Jacob in 
the Unisex 8 years and under 
category.

The championship, which 
concluded yesterday was 
held under the patronage of 
BBK Chief Executive Officer, 
Reyadh Yousif Sater.

The event featured around 
60 players in three boys and 
two girls age categories and 
two Unisex categories with 90 
players in the fray.

The finals were attended by 
The King’s Advisor for Youth 
and Sport Affairs, HE Saleh 
Isa bin Hindi Al Mannai,  
BBK CEO, Reyadh Yousif 
Sater and BTC President  
Khamis Al Muqla, along with 
other BBK Officials and BTC 
officials and club members.

NMS register victory
DT News Network
Manama

New Millennium School 
defeated Ibn Al Hytham 

School in the Cricket Bahrain 
Association (CBA) Junior 
Cricket League Inter Schools 
Under-12 Boys Tournament at 
the Junior Cricket Ground near 
Khalifa Sports City.

Batting first, Ibn Al 
Hytham Islamic School were 
dismissed for 99 with the 
main scorer being Sayuj (33) 
and Jaysnav (three for 12) and 
Nikung (two for 25) being the 
best bowlers.

In reply, Millennium School 
reached the target scoring 100 
for three in 15 overs thanks 
to unbeaten knocks by Nikung 
(24) and Aaryan (22) with 
Ahmed (two for 24) the best of 
the bowlers.

The Indian School beat Kids 

and Teens by 35 runs after 
notching up 115 for six in 20 
overs with the main scorers 
being Aravind Rajeev (51) and 
Anand Krishnan (23), while 
Kids and Teens were dismissed 
for just 80 with Nikhil (12) 
and Krish 11) offering the only 
resistance as Aravind (four for 
14) and Ayush (three for seven) 
ripped through the batting.

Other scores: 
Combined School 130 in 20 
(Rishabh 50, Yasahas 40, Azhar 
2 wkts) bt Ibn Al Hytham 
89 (Abdullah 30, Movas 3 
wkts, Abhinav and Rishabh 2 
wkts) by 41 runs. Kids and 
Teens Kids and Teens 142/7 
in 20 (Uzair 36, Aaron 22, 
Seshang 3/30) tied with New 
Millennium School 142/4 in 
20 overs (Ethan 56, Ansh 33, 
Jaqishnav 26, (Uzair 2/27).

Bahrain 
Team Merida 
to compete 
tomorrow
DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain Merida Pro Cycling 
Team are set to compete 

in the UCI World Tour circuit, 
the third edition of the Abu 
Dhabi Tour from tomorrow

The world tour,until Sunday 
over four stages covering a 
distance of 671km.

The Bahrain team is led 
by its captain from Italy 
Vincenzo Nibali,.The other 
team members for the tour 
are Manuele Boaro, Franco 
Pellizotti, Kanstantsin Siutsou, 
Ramunas Navardauskas, Janez 
Brajkovic, Valerio Agnoli and 
Niccolò Bonifazio.

DT News Network
Manama

The penultimate round of 
the 2016/2017 Bahrain 

Drag Racing Championship-
Arabian Pro Series starting 
tonight, with a special never-
before-seen Jet Funny Car 
Show making debut.

This week’s events start 
tonight and tomorrow with 
two evenings of Test and 
Tune from 5pm to 11pm. 
Qualifying is on Thursday 
night from 4pm onwards, 
while Race Day on Friday  
will be held from 3pm 
onwards.

On Thursday and Friday, 
the globally renowned 
Jet Funny Car Show will 
be performing a series of 
demonstration passes live.

This will be the first-ever 
show of its kind to take place 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain, 

and it will also be the first 
outing of the 2017 season 
for the Jet Funny Car and 
its team and all with tickets 
to the championship can 
witness the Jet Funny Car 
Show.

Martin Hill, owner and 
pilot of the Jet Funny Car said: 
“We are honoured to have 
been invited to attend these 

events and will look forward 
to entertaining the crowds  
at Bahrain International 
Circuit. Tickets can be bought 
at the gate and range from 
BD2 each for the the Test 
and Tune Evenings and BD3 
and BD5 for Qualifying and 
Race day, with children aged 
up to 12 years old attending 
for price.

Jet Funny Car set for Bahrain debut

Hamad Abdul A’al receives the trophy

Jet Funny Car


