Dubai

Dubai authorities are
grappling with new ways
of keeping the emirate’s skies
safe after drones halted air
traffic at one of the world’s
busiest airports three times last
year.

The delays were necessary
to protect passengers, officials
said, but they hit thousands
of travellers and cost airlines
millions of dollars.

Drones pose a “threat to
the flying public” and “to an
aircraft in operation,” said
Ismaeil al-Blooshi, deputy head
of the air safety department of
the United Arab Emirates’ civil
aviation authority.

He compared drones to the

threat posed by birds, but said
they were less predictable and
harder to avoid.

“We have means and data
to predict when and where is
the bird migration... but with
drones, you have this object
in the air and you don’t know
the intentions” of the operator,
he said.

The cost of closing airspace
for one hour runs into millions
and creates a long backlog,
but there is no room to
compromise on safety, Blooshi
said.

“The economic impact is
not even on the table” when
considering the risks, he said.

“After last year’s incidents,
operator Dubai Airports

stressed that flying drones
within five kilometres (three
miles) of airports was illegal.

New regulations introduced
last year stipulate up to three
years in jail or a fine of 100,000
dirhams ($27,000, 25,000
euros) for flying a drone over
a prohibited zone.

But Dubai-owned carrier
Emirates, the world’s busiest
international passenger airline,
urged authorities to go further,
introducing drone detectors.

“Flight  diversions and
network disruptions due to
unauthorised drone activity...
cost Emirates airline millions
of dirhams on each occasion,
and impacted thousands
of passengers,” it said after

one drone-related delay in
November.

Authorities have even
examined the possibility of
hunting down the devices.

The International Defence
Exhibition and Conference,
one of the largest arms fairs in
the Middle East, on Monday
showcased a private company’s
drone hunting system.

Dubai-based SkyStream said
it had crafted a three-phase
system that could identify
whether the drones were
“friendly” and jam their signals
in case they were not.

A security official said
Dubai police now have the
ability to overpower a drone
and bring it down.
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The aviation authority has
introduced a mobile phone
application that clearly marks
out no-fly zones for drones
across the country, telling
users immediately where they
can and cannot fly.

Out-of-bounds areas
include those around airports,
military zones and other
government installations.

The authority also wants
drone owners to register their
devices.

Another measure under
study is  geo-fencing,
meaning that drones are pre-
programmed to make them
unable to enter restricted areas
even if users try to send them
there. -(AFP)

How many
drone
incidents?

he International Air

Transport Association
(IATA), which sets global
standards for the aviation
industry, counted 856
cases worldwide between
January 2013 and August
2015 of a drone getting
too close to a plane for
comfort.

Are there worldwide
rules?

According to IATA, 65
countries currently have
rules for the use of small
drones.

What about Europe?
There is no Europe-wide
legislation  concerning
drones. However, for
drones weighing more than
150 kilogrammes EASA has
the power to legislate.

And the US?

The United States has
flagged new rules for
commercial drones under
which it will not be
authorised to fly above an
altitude of 122 metres or go
faster than 161 kilometres
(100 miles) per hour.
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