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HM extends greetings
Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 

extended best wishes to the 
leaders of the GCC on the 
occasion of new Hijri Year 
1439. HM also exchanged 
cables of greetings with 
kings and presidents of the 
Arab and Islamic countries 
on the occasion.

Today’s Weather
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We are keeping our friends 
and neighbours in Mexico 
and the Caribbean fore-
most in our thoughts now 
and in the difficult days 
ahead.
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Rihanna, 
we love you 
but what is this???
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One of the hard-hitting realities we need to face right now 
is how dogs continue to be neglected when it comes to a 
permanent solution for their welfare and health; however 
from this unfortunate situation, what needs to be applauded 

is how compassionate and persistent welfare programs from various 
NGO’s have also taken form and come into the limelight.
With so many people involved in social welfare of animals, 
especially strays, where they are leading a miserable life, the ability 
to singlehandedly take gigantic steps to ease their suffering is 
commendable. Alise Lappo is one such person.  Having begun as 
an intern under Fathiya Al Bastaki, who herself is in this noble field 
with her initiative called ‘Bahrain Strays’ on Facebook, served as an 
inspiration for Alise in treading the path of social cause for dogs. Her 
love for dogs drew her attention towards strays, which were deprived 
of love and affection. Initiating her welfare task, she found a pack 
of strays in areas like Sitra, Tubli and Salmabad. Treating, caring, 
loving, feeding and stroking 300 dogs affectionately isn’t easily done, 
but passion had lead the way. Lappo says, “Treating 300 dogs alone 

and that too in a day 
requires commitment 
and even though 
feeding them takes 
me 6-7 hours which 
I solely do on my 
own as nobody is 
there to help me 
out, I continue to do 
so because of my 
passion and love for 
these poor souls.”

The first step that needs to be taken is nourishing the strays and 
focusing on their health check. “They are taken to hospitals whenever 
there are ticks. However feeding is a regular task and they are fed 
three times a week with leftovers from restaurants, along with  
chicken from Burger land, generously provided free of cost,” says 
Lappo. She also mentioned about the hospitals that are conducting 
surgeries free of cost and this initiative is in fact helping in reducing 
the sufferings of the strays.
Food, which serves as the savior for them, at times becomes difficult 
to cater, owing to the territories they own in different locations. 
“People who want to offer any leftovers can contact me; they can even 
donate bottles of Laban, 20ml shampoo or dry fruit packets, these can 
serve as an excellent method for storing leftovers,” the social worker 
said.
Looking back at how 30 dogs were poisoned in old Sitra last year, 
under the fear of contraction of ticks 
and rabies, Alise stated how spreading 
fear about these creatures amongst the 
public is creating immense nuisance and 
will further dampen the efforts to relieve 
their suffering. They are the beautiful 
creations of the Lord and one should 
extend their hand of friendship instead 
of fearing them. By doing so, one will 
definitely get to see the loving side of the 
strays and understand their condition.”
For those who wish to help Alise in her 
daily efforts to feed them or would like to 
donate containers for food distribution, 
can call her on 39433899.

Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities is setting 
the stage for the Fine Arts Exhibition to be held in the 
beginning of 2018, announcing an open call for local and 
Artist in Residence to register and take part in this annual 

event. 
In its 44th edition, the exhibition is open to all artists living in the 
Kingdom both national and international, living as artist in residence, 
regardless of tendencies, their styles and schools of thought. Bahrain 
Annual Fine Arts Exhibition continues its conquest of the traditional 
visual boundaries and transcends limits by mixing colours with 
thoughts, brushes with love of the open-ended spaces. BACA invites 
artists to submit their different their artworks that could include any 
of the following: sculpture, oil-painting, graphics, photography and 
all types of painting styles. Since its inception in 1972, it has always 
attracted young talented and creative artists given its splendid art 
treasures. During the Annual Fine Arts Exhibition, the art community 
gathers to present their finest work, uninhibited by a subject or 
theme, showcasing a colorful display of styles, techniques, through 
different mediums of expression. Thus, the exhibition has become 
is a dialectical image not because it immobilizes time but because it 
captures the unity of past and future in a mobile present.

Artists may submit applications for participation only by filling in 
the online form on Bahrain’s Authority of Culture and Antiquities’ 
website www.culture.gov.bh. It is now a requirement that each artist 
should upload an image of his artwork/s when registering for the 
competition online.For more information, email:fineart@culture.gov.
bh. Registration is open until 15 December 2017
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Attorneys have been 
assigned by the 

Government of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain to secure the 
release of 19 Bahrain-based 
fishermen detained by the 
Qatari authorities recently.
Foreign Affairs Ministry 
affirmed in a statement 
issued yesterday that legal 
procedures are being taken 
to ensure the safety of the 
detained fishermen by the 

Qatari authorities and grant 
them all their rights, especially 
after the repetition of similar 
practices by the authorities in 
Qatar.
The statement followed the 
announcement made by the 
Coast Guard Commander 
Brigadier Ala’a Siyadi on 
Monday, confirming that the 
Qatari authorities had seized 
three Bahraini boats with 16 
sailors on board earlier this 
week. The ministry confirmed 
in its statement that a legal 
firm has been tasked to follow 
up on the case.

“Dealing with these issues 
is governed by international 
treaties related to maritime 
safety and the need to comply 
with the legal procedures 
established in this regard. 
The ministry will continue its 

procedures and follow up on 
the matter until the detained 
seafarers and impounded 
fishing vessels are released at 
the earliest,” it was mentioned 
in the ministry’s statement.
As reported on Tuesday, 

Brigadier Siyadi confirmed 
that the number of Bahraini 
boats seized by Qatar has 
reached 15 boats and a total of 
20 sailors are in the custody of 
Qatari authorities, adding that 
some of the boats had been 
seized as far back as 2009.
“Showing commitment 
to legal procedures in 
accordance with international 
conventions on maritime 
safety in this regard is 
important. The Coast Guard 
is taking the required steps to 
have the sailors and the boats 
released,” he added.

Respect rights of workers, Qatar Airways urged
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
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Manama

The human rights watchdog 
in the Kingdom has 

expressed its concerns over 
the arbitrary termination of 
Bahraini workers employed in  
Qatar Airways.

Commenting on the recent 
plea of Bahraini employees 
of the airlines over their 

sudden dismissal, the National 
Institution for Human Rights 
(NIHR) called upon Qatar 
Airways, which is owned by the 
Qatari Government, to respect 
the employees’ rights.

“The right to work and the 
rights of workers are important 
principles on which human 
rights are based, and the right to 
have decent work is guaranteed 
in international human rights 
charters and is the source of 

human dignity, family stability 
and the key to the prosperity of 
societies,” the NIHR said in a 
statement posted on its official 
page on Instagram. 

“Based on the principles 
mentioned in the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, relevant 
ILO conventions, the Arab 
Charter on Human Rights and 
the Gulf Declaration on Human 
Rights, we call upon all the 

related authorities, especially 
Qatar Airways to respect these 
rights,” NIHR said.

The statement came after 
27 Bahraini employees of 
the airlines announced that 
they were informed by the 
company’s manager here that 
their services are no more 
needed.

The employees have  pleaded 
to  the  authorities  here  to  
look into their  situations,  

as   they’re left jobless  with 
financial commitments 
with banks and other 
establishments, in addition  to  
ordinary  expenses.

According to a circular 
which DT News obtained a 
copy of and was issued by the 
airlines management here, the 
27 employees were given until 
tomorrow (September 22) as 
the last working day for them 
in the company.

Legal action 
over arrest 
of fishermen FM attends key 

UN meeting
Foreign Affairs Ministry has hired 
a firm to take legal steps against 
Qatar  to secure the release of 19 

Bahrain-based fishermen

New York

Foreign Minister Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed bin 

Mohammed Al Khalifa 
participated in a high-level 
meeting, that was chaired 
by the Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, Theresa May, 
in the presence of President 
of the Republic of Turkey, 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and 
a number of Presidents and 
senior officials. The meeting 
held at the United Nation’s 
headquarters discussed forced 
labour, modern slavery and 
human trafficking.


