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New York

A Liberian former warlord 
whose forces committed 

atrocities including murders 
and cannibalism during 
the country’s civil war was 
sentenced Thursday to 30 
years in US prison – for 
immigration-related fraud 
and perjury.

Nicknamed “Jungle 
Jabbah”, 51-year-old 
Mohammed Jabateh 
commanded the “United 

Liberation Movement of 
Liberia for Democracy” 
(ULIMO) and later ULIMO-K 
rebel groups, which 
engaged in killings, rapes, 
mutilation and cannibalism 
during Liberia’s 1989-2003 
civil war, according to  
prosecutors.

Jabateh was arrested in 
March 2016. He had been 
living quietly in the suburbs 
of Delaware County, 
Philadelphia. (AFP)

Littleton, Colo. 

Thousands of students 
across the United States 

marked the 19th anniversary 
of the massacre at Columbine 
High School yesterday 
by walking out of classes, 
in a show of unity aimed 
at pressuring politicians 
to enact tighter gun  
restrictions.

Students from more  
than 2,600 schools and 
institutions walked out of 
class at 10:00 a.m. local time. 
They wore orange, a colour 
that has come to represent 
the movement against gun 

violence, and to observe a 
13-second silence in honour 
of the victims killed at 
Columbine.

“This movement is here to 
stay. No more excuses. We 
want solutions,” organizers 
said on Thursday on 
Facebook.

On April 20, 1999, two 
Columbine seniors rampaged 
through their school, killing 
12 of their classmates and 
a teacher before committing 
suicide. Since then, mass 
shootings have occurred with 
shocking frequency across 
the United States. (Reuters) 

Shanghai

Visitors to a zoo in 
southeastern China 

killed one kangaroo and 
injured another by throwing 
bricks at them in an attempt 
to get a reaction from the 
big marsupials, state media 
reported.

A 12-year-old female 
kangaroo suffered a 
severely injured foot when 
it was struck by bricks 
and concrete chunks on 
February 28 at the Fuzhou 
Zoo in Fujian province, 

China Central Television  
reported.

The kangaroo died days 
later and an examination 
by a veterinarian revealed 
that the cause of death was 
likely a ruptured kidney 
caused by being struck by the 
projectiles.

A few weeks later, a five-
year-old male kangaroo at 
the same zoo was slightly 
injured in a similar way, 
said the report posted on 
the network’s website late on 
Thursday. (AFP)

Liberia warlord ‘Jungle 
Jabbah’ jailed for 30 years

German police 
defuse WW2 bomb

Bomb disposal experts 
defused a World War Two 
bomb in Berlin after evacuat-
ing an area in the heart of 
Berlin including the central 
train station, a hospital and 
the Economy Ministry.

Five civilians were killed 
after a roadside bomb 
planted by militants struck 
a vehicle in Afghanistan’s 
Nangarhar province.

The king of Swaziland, Africa’s 
last absolute monarchy, has 
announced that his country 
has changed its name to the 
Kingdom of eSwatini to mark 
50 years since independence 
from British rule.

US President Donald Trump 
will not attend funeral service 
for former First Lady Barbara 
Bush to “avoid disruptions” 
and out of respect for her 
family as well as friends.

Roadside bomb 
kills 5 in Afghanistan 

King renames 
Swaziland as ‘eSwatini’

Trump won’t attend 
Barbara Bush’s funeral 

“The governments of China, 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea 
violate the human rights of those 
within their borders on a daily 
basis and are forces of instability 
as a result”

John Sullivan
US acting Secretary of State  

Do you think the current 
protests by students are not 
enough to pressurise the US 
government to bring tighter 
gun restrictions?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Students to walk out across 
US in call for gun reform

Brick-throwing China 
zoo-goers kill kangaroo

Youths take part in a National School Walkout anti-gun 
march in New York City, New York

Paris

A hole in the skull of a 
Stone Age cow was 

likely made by humans about 
5,000 years ago, probably by 
a primitive veterinarian or 
trainee surgeon, scientists said  
Thursday.

The hole appears to have 
been painstakingly carved into 
the animal’s head, but whether 
it was an operation to save the 
cow or practice for surgery on 
humans, was not clear, a duo of 
anthropologists reported in the 
journal Scientific Reports.

Either way, the puncture 
does seem to represent the 
earliest known example of 
veterinary “trepanation” -- the 
boring of a hole into the skull, 
they said.

“There are many Neolithic 
(human) skulls in Europe which 
bear the marks of trepanation. 
But we have never seen it in 

animals,” co-author Fernando 
Ramirez Rozzi of France’s 
CNRS research institute told 
AFP. (AFP)

Holey cow! Evidence of Stone 
Age veterinary ‘surgery’

A 3D reconstruction of the Stone Age cow’s skull, showing inter-
nally and externally the hole produced by trepanation

Seoul

North and South Korea 
installed the first-ever 

telephone hotline between 
their leaders yesterday as they 
prepare for a rare summit 
next week aimed at resolving 
the nuclear standoff with 
Pyongyang.

South Korea’s presidential 
office said a successful test call 
was conducted on the hotline 
between Seoul’s presidential 
Blue House and Pyongyang’s 
powerful State Affairs 
Commission.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un plan to 
make their first telephone 
conversation sometime before 

their face-to-face meeting next 
Friday at the border truce 
village of Panmunjom.

South Korean officials say 
the hotline, which will be 
maintained after the summit, 
will help facilitate dialogue 
and reduce misunderstanding 
during times of tension.

“The historic direct 
telephone line between the 
leaders of the South and 
North was connected a short 
while ago,” South Korean 
presidential official Youn 
Kun Young said in a news  
briefing.

“The test call went on for 
4 minutes and 19 seconds 
starting at 3:41 p.m. with 
(officials from) both sides 

speaking to each other ... The 
connection was smooth and 
the voice quality was very good. 
It was like calling next door,” 
he said.

Kim, a third-generation 
dictator, is the chairman of 
the State Affairs Commission, 
North Korea’s supreme 
decision-making institution 
that was created in 2016 to 
replace the National Defence 
Commission he inherited from 
his father. 

The new body includes 
the country’s most powerful 
individuals in state, military 
and party affairs and is seen as 
crucial for Kim to consolidate 
his power and centralize 
governance. (AP) 

Korea leaders 
set up hotline

An official from South Korean President Blue House talks on the phone with North Korea side for 
a hotline test at the presidential Blue House in Seoul


