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Earth Day this year will be celebrated with great enthusiasm 
and fervor on Sunday, April 22 marking the anniversary 

of what many consider as the birth of modern environmental 
movement. Earth Day has now grown into a global tradition 
making it the largest civic observance in the world and is 
widely celebrated event in which over one billion people from 
over 192 countries will participate by taking suitable actions 
for saving our mother Earth. 

The Earth Day was first organized in 1970 to promote 
respect for life on the planet and to encourage awareness 
on air, water and soil pollution. Each year a different 
theme or topic is selected. Earth Day 2018 topic is ‘End 
Plastic Pollution’ focusing on the great menace of plastic 
pollution which is adversely harming our land, air and water 
resources as well as severely affecting the public health and 
environmental resources. 

The Earth Day movement is continuing, entering the 48th 
year to inspire, challenge ideas, ignite passion, and motivate 
people to take suitable actions. The Earth day is observed 
believing that nothing is more powerful than the collective 
action of all human beings on the planet to think and act. The 
earth is what we all have in common. Earth Day message is 
to become more sustainable, reduce our carbon footprint and 
improving our quality of life. We need to audit our actions 
and see what are we contributing towards our environment 
and community? Earth Day is about uniting voices around 
the globe in support of a healthy and livable planet. 

Earth Day is not limited to 22nd April only but can be 
celebrated at any day. As the slogan goes ‘EARTH DAY 
EVERY DAY’. We need to be part of the biggest grass-root 
effort in history by doing something for the planet helping 
the environment by consuming less of energy, water and 
resources and at least planting a tree as a “give back” to 
Earth. We need to understand that we have been mercilessly 
polluting the natural surroundings and damaging the fragile 
resources of the earth. People from all over the globe will be 
celebrating Earth Day with great enthusiasm and interest to 
save the natural assets of their earth and fight against plastic 
pollution.

Let us be a part of this green revolution, plan and participate 
in Earth Day activities moving from single-day actions, such 
as park cleanups and tree-planting parties to long-term 
actions and commitments and make our home, area and city, 
a healthier place to live. There are many ways to celebrate the 
earth day. Firstly we need to avoid unnecessary use of plastics 
as per the theme, we can plant more trees, have indoor plants, 
plan an outdoor activity with nature, motivate people to 
reduce the use of un-healthy living practices, avoid littering 
and use of plastic bags, teach our children about the recycling 
and reuse of the old materials, promote energy and water 
conservation and tell people that every day of their life is 
Earth Day, so they should take care of the earth on daily basis.

Let us contribute by making a sincere commitment towards 
avoiding all sorts of plastic and making a suitable disposal 
of the plastic bags and bottles as well as all sort of plastic 
packaging material. This initiative will make a significant 
and measurable impact on the Earth and will serve as the 
foundation of a cleaner, healthier and more sustainable planet 
for all. 

Let us do some outdoor activities with our family and 
friends like collecting plastic litter. Motivate people to reduce 
the use of plastic bags to avoid the soil and water pollution. 
Teach our children about the recycling and reuse of the old 
materials. Take part in picking up the wastes from streets, 
parks and other places. Take part in the educational sessions 
like seminars, discussions and other competitive activities 
related to the safety of natural resources of the earth. Promote 
people for energy conservation by various practical means. At 
a minimum, say ‘No’ to plastic bags.

Head of Waste Disposal Unit, Supreme Council for 
Environment, Bahrain. (rahmed@sce.gov.bh) 
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Russia has revealed it 
warned the US about “red 

lines” it should not cross before 
it launched airstrikes on Syria.

Foreign minister Sergei 
Lavrov is reported to have said 
that officials in Washington 
were contacted before last 
weekend’s strikes by the US, 
UK and France.

Lavrov said: “There were 
military leadership contacts, 
between generals, between 
our representatives and the 
coalition leadership.

“They were informed 
about where our red lines 
are, including red lines on the 
ground, geographically. And 
the results show that they did 
not cross these red lines.”

Some 105 missiles were 
launched in response to a 
suspected chemical attack in 
the Syrian city of Douma on 
7 April that killed more than 
40 people.

The Kremlin had 
threatened  retaliatory action if 
strikes were launched- but it 
now appears there was at least 
some level of cooperation.

International inspectors 
from the Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) arrived in 
Damascus almost a week ago 
but are still waiting to visit the 
site of the suspected attack.

Lavrov says that, following 
the airstrikes, it is morally free 
to deliver S-300 missiles to the 
Syrian regime.

He said: “Now, we have no 
moral obligations. We had 
the moral obligations, we had 
promised not to do it some 10 

years ago, I think, upon the 
request of our known partners.

“We took into consideration 
their claim that this could 
destabilise the situation. Even 
though it’s purely defensive. 
Now we don’t have this moral 
obligation any longer.”

Military analysts say the 
S-300 surface-to-air missile 
system would boost Russia’s 
ability to control airspace in 
Syria, where Moscow’s forces 
support the government of 
President Bashar al Assad, and 
could be aimed at deterring 
tougher US action.

The state news agency RIA 
also reported Lavrov saying he 
was convinced Vladimir Putin 
and Donald Trump would not 
allow an armed confrontation 
between their countries. He 
said: “I am 100% sure that 

the military will not allow 
this to happen and neither 
President Putin nor President 
Trump will allow this to  
happen.

“They are the leaders who 
were elected by their peoples 
and they are responsible for 

peace and calm.”
It comes as Trump invited 

his Russian counterpart to the 
US during a phone call, and 
said he would be glad to see 
Putin in the White House, 
according the Russian foreign 
ministry. (Sky News)

Russia: We told 
US where they 
could not bomb

Geneva/Baghdad

Iraq resumed paying Kuwait 
compensation yesterday for 

the destruction of Kuwaiti oil 
fields and facilities during the 
1990-91 Gulf War, the United 
Nations said in Geneva in a 
prepared statement.

The payment had been 
suspended since October 
2014 because of security and 
budgetary problems the Iraqi 
government in its fight against 
Islamic State.

“The United Nations 

Compensation Commission 
(UNCC) today made available 
$90 million to the Government 
of the State of Kuwait,” the 
U.N said. “With today’s 
payment, the Commission 
has paid out $47.9 billion, 
leaving approximately $4.5 
billion remaining to be paid 
to the only outstanding  
claim.”

The sum owed, as well as 
the $90 million payment, goes 
towards an overall claim of 
$14.7 billion in damages by the 

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
, the largest approved by the 
Geneva-based commission, 
set up by the U.N. Security 
Council in 1991.

Payouts are made quarterly 
as funds become available.

The UNCC said in 
November that Baghdad 
should finish paying by the 
end of 2021 compensation for 
damages to states, companies 
and individuals caused by 
Iraq’s invasion and seven-
month occupation of Kuwait 

under former president 
Saddam Hussein.

Kuwait and Iraq agreed 
last year that payments would 
gradually increase from 0.5 
percent of Iraqi oil proceeds 
in 2018 to 1.5 percent in 2019 
and 3 percent in both 2020 
and 2021.

Iraq declared victory over 
Islamic State in December, 
five months after Iraqi forces 
backed by a U.S.-led coalition 
captured the militants’ capital 
in the northern city of Mosul.

Iraq resumes payments of war to Kuwait

Hard to know Syria’s 
borders will remain
Moscow

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov said 

yesterday Russia did not 
know how the situation in 
Syria would evolve in terms 
of the country maintaining 
its territorial integrity, 
the Interfax news agency 

reported.
“We don’t know how the 

situation is going to develop 
on the question of whether 
it is possible to keep Syria as 
a single country,” the agency 
quoted Ryabkov as telling 
Germany’s Deutsche Welle 
broadcaster.

The Barzah Research and Development Centre, near Damascus, pictured before and after the 
coalition missile attack


