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Bahrain condemns attack on 
checkpoint in Saudi Arabia
Manama

Bahrain strongly condemned 
attack against a checkpoint 

in Asir region of Saudi Arabia 
resulting in the death of a 
number of security officers. 

In a statement released, 
Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry 
reiterated its firm support to 
Saudi Arabia against all forms 
of violence and extremism. 

The ministry said it backs all 
measures by Saudi Arabia to 
“deter anyone who attempts to 
subvert security and stability”. 

State-run Saudi Press Agency 
said that four Saudi officers 
were shot dead and four others 
wounded in the gun fire. 

Three officers were instantly 
killed when the outpost came 
under attack, the Saudi Press 
Agency reported, without 
specifying who was behind it.

“Security officials have 
succeeded in identifying a 

number of suspects involved 
in the crime and arrested two 
of them, both Saudi nationals,” 

SPA said.
“In the interest of the 

investigation, their names 

cannot be revealed.”
A third Saudi suspect opened 

fire as he tried to escape, killing 

another officer and wounding 
four others, SPA added.

Arab News quoting Saudi 
Interior Ministry said that 
police units chased the 
attackers, and captured  2 of 
them and a third was killed 
in the  fire exchange that  
followed.

The ministry also announced 
that all those involved in 

the attack are Saudi Arabian 
nationals. 

Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry 
expressed deepest condolences 
and consolation to the bereaved 
families and relatives.

It commended the strenuous 
efforts exerted by the Saudi 
security forces to maintain 
security and stability for citizens 
and residents. (Agencies)

Three officers were instantly killed

Four officers suffered injuries

Two attackers captured

Third attacker killed in fire exchange

All attackers are Saudi nationals

MPs to vote on amendment 
granting them more powers
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Parliamentarians will 
vote on a constitutional 

amendment this week to grant 
them more power to monitor 
the performance of the 
Government. 

Tabled by 29 members of 
the house, the voting aims 
to amend Article 91 of the 
Kingdom’s constitution to 
give MPs more authority 
to enhance government  
performance.

The proposal, if approved, 

will allow lawmakers to 
question any member of the 
Cabinet, against the current 
law which allows only to 
question ministers.

Explaining the move, the 
MPs said the amendment 
would “widen the jurisdictions 
of legislators and create 
more balance between both 
the Legislative (Parliament 
and Shura Council) and 
Executive (Government)  
Authorities”.

If approved, the move will 
grant MPs and Shura Council 

members the right to question 
any member of the Cabinet by 
sending them written questions 
and receive a reply in the same 
form.   

The request received 
the initial approval of 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments Ministry and the 
Legislative and Legal Affairs 
Committee in the council.

It will be reviewed and voted 
on by the 40-member council 
during their regular weekly 
meeting on Tuesday.

It’s noteworthy that the 

existing Article 91 of the 
constitution states, “Any 
member of the Shura Council or 
the Council of Representatives 
may direct written questions 
at Ministers to clarify matters 
coming within their sphere of 
competence, and the questioner 
may comment only once on 
the reply. If the Minister adds 
anything new, the member 
shall be further entitled to 
comment. The question may 
not relate to an interest of the 
questioner or his relatives to 
the fourth degree.”

Bill to widen 
witnesses protection 
on MPs table
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Lawmakers will soon review 
a bill that calls for widening 

the scope of country’s witness 
protection programme to 
include police informers, 
experts and those who provide 
additional information to a 
case.

The bill also stipulates 
providing personal guards to 
protect individuals or their 
residence, as well as recording 
telephone calls and monitoring 
some of their correspondence 
and communications.

Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and National Security 
Committee in the Council of 
Representatives has approved 
the bill, which calls for 
amending Decree Law 46 of 
2002 promulgating the code 
of Criminal Procedures.

According to the 
committee, the bill is aimed 
at “widening the range of 
the concerned authority’s 
jurisdiction to ensure the 
safety and protection of 
individuals that are connected 
a case, by granting the judge, 
the concerned court or the 
Public Prosecution the 
authority to take preventive 
measures”.

“The amendment would 
increase the existing list of 
persons that are eligible for 
protection to include police 

informers, experts supporting 
the victims’ side, witnesses 
and any individual who 
provide information to the 
suit,” the committee said in an 
illustrative letter.

The bill wasn’t objected 
by the Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee in the 
council, Justice, Islamic Affairs 
and Endowments Ministry, 
which in charge of the courts, 
and the National Institution for 
Human Rights.

However, in order to be 
effective, the bill needs to be 
approved by both branches of 
the Legislative Authority (The 
Council of Representatives 
and Shura Council) in the 
Kingdom. 

Parliamentarians will review 
the proposed amendment 
and will vote on it in their 
upcoming regular weekly 
session on Tuesday.

Houthis launched over 100 missiles
(Continued from page 1)

So far, the Houthis have 
launched over 100 missiles 

at Saudi cities and installations. 
Earlier this month, Saudi 
Arabia’s air defence forces 
intercepted three ballistic 
missiles fired at Riyadh and 
other cities. Three rockets were 
shot down above the capital 
and the southern cities of 
Jizan and Najran, according 
to state media and the Saudi-
led coalition fighting the Iran-
aligned Houthis in Yemen.

Yesterday’s attack also 
follows the report of the death 
of a senior Houthi military 
commander, Major-General 
Nasser Hussein al-Qubari, 
who was fighting Saudi troops 

in Yemen’s northern Saada 
province. 

Houthi-run SABA news 
agency confirmed the incident 
without giving additional 
details regarding the 

circumstances of his death. 
According to a Yemeni 

military source, the slain 
commander had been 
responsible for Houthi forces 
deployed near the border with 

Saudi Arabia. 
“Al-Qubari had been 

working with Yemeni 
Republican Guard forces 
loyal to the late President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh,” the military 
source, preferring anonymity 
for security reasons, told 
Anadolu Agency.

Arms monitor Conflict 
Armament Research says it 
has evidence that the drones 
used and other Houthi kit 
were made in Iran and was 
not of indigenous design and 
construction “in contrast to 
Houthi statements”. 

Nearly 10,000 people have 
since been killed in the conflict, 
in what the UN has called the 
world’s worst crisis. (Agencies)
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