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No contract signed so far to 
export gas, says Oil Minister
Bahrain has not signed any 

contracts so far to export 
gas, confirmed Oil Minister 
Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al-Khalifa to Asharq 
Al-Awsat in light of the biggest 
oil discovery the Kingdom has 
made since it started producing 
crude in 1932. 

The minister also told the 
news portal that the Kingdom 
is working on “completing two 
gas projects with operational 
power of 1.1 billion cubic feet”.

The report quoting the 
minister said that the Kingdom 
is mulling best “means 
to purchase gas through 
competitive prices and flexible 
conditions.”

Oil minister, in a statement 
released earlier, said that the 
new oil field is estimated to 
contain at least 80 billion 
barrels of tight oil. 

Independent appraisals 
by U.S.-based oil consultants 
DeGolyer and MacNaughton 
and oilfield services company 
Halliburton had confirmed 
Bahrain’s find of “highly 
significant quantities of 

oil in place ... with tight oil 
amounting to at least 80 billion 
barrels, and deep gas reserves 
in the region of 10-20 trillion 
cubic feet. 

“Agreement has been 
reached with Halliburton 

to commence drilling on 
two further appraisal wells 
in 2018, to further evaluate 
reservoir potential, optimize 
completions, and initiate long-
term production,” Sheikh 
Mohammed told a news 

conference in Manama.
He said he was not sure yet 

how much of the estimated 80 
billion barrels was recoverable. 

Al Ayam quoting the head 
of the financial and economic 
committee in parliament, 

Abdulrahman Bu Ali, said that 
the output was expected to be 
200,000 barrels per day.

Bahrain has lately witnessed 
an increased demand on gas, 
the minister told Asharq 
Al-Awsat, expecting it to 

double with the launch of new 
projects. He added that the 
past five years saw a rise in 
demand for gas with an average 
that exceeded 2.5 percent  
annually.

The Kingdom, the report 
said, is working on two 
projects: A port for liquefied 
gas and a national gas plant 
with operational power of 
350 million cubic feet daily. 
They aim to limit any possible 
shortage in gas supplies.

Bahrain’s onshore oil 
reserves, which the US Energy 
Information Administration 
(EIA) estimates at 125 million 
barrels, are all located in the 
Awali oil field. 

Meanwhile, in a report 
released by rating agency 
Moody’s said that the new 
offshore field off the west coast 
of Bahrain, if verified, could 
stimulate private investment 
in the country’s energy sector 
in the near term, and in the 
medium term could increase 
government oil- and gas- 
related revenue. (With input 
from agencies)

Jail term of 
fake gold 
seller upheld
Manama

The Supreme Court of 
Appeals had upheld a 

five-year jail term given to a 
Pakistani national for selling 
over BD30,000 worth of fake 
gold to shops here.

The defendant was accused 
by the Public Prosecution, 
on 11 September 2014, of 
counterfeiting official gold 
stamp and using it to sell 
fake gold with an anonymous 
partner as well as using a fake 
passport issued in Pakistan to 
complete his scams.

Initially, he was sentenced 
by the High Criminal 
Court to seven years in jail 
and deportation. He later 
appealed against the verdict,  
which was later reduced to five 
years. 

According to court files, the 
defendant sold 13 fake pieces of 
gold to a jeweller in Riffa area. 
The worker at the shop later 
discovered that the gold is fake 
and lodged a complaint at the 
East Riffa Police Station.

Police later identified the 
suspect, who was found to have 
links with a series of similar 
other frauds. He was sentenced 
in absentia in previous scam 
cases.

Bill seeks priority 
for Bahraini staff  
in private hospitals
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Parliamentarians have 
presented a bill seeking 

to prioritise the recruitment 
of Bahraini medical crew in 
private health institutions, 
DT News has learnt.

Tabled by First Deputy 
Speaker of the Council 
of Representatives Ali Al 
Aradi and four other MPs 
in January, the bill stipulates 
not renewing the contracts of 
non-Bahraini staff in private 
health institutions if a Bahraini 
candidate is available.

The proposal, if approved, 
will amend the existing 
Legislative Decree 21 for the 
year 2015 on Private Health 
Institutions, encourages 
private health institutions 
to take a more positive 
approach in embracing 
Bahraini doctors, nurses and 
pharmacists “especially at a 
time when the numbers of 
private hospitals and health 
centres are steadily growing 
in the Kingdom”.

As per the legislative 
procedures, the bill was 

referred to several committees 
in the council for studying, 
including the Services 
Committee, which approved 
it after discussing the matter 
with a number of the related 
official authorities.

This included the 
Supreme Council for 
Health, Labour Market 
Regulatory Authority,    the 
Legislation and Legal Opinion 
Commission and Labour and 
Social Development Ministry. 
However, these authorities 
expressed concerns and 
reservations over the 
proposed law. 

The proposal is scheduled 
to be reviewed and discussed 
by MPs, in the presence of 
representatives of these 
authorities, in the next 
parliament weekly meeting on 
Tuesday.

As the latest official 
statistics show, more than 430 
Bahraini medical staff were 
recruited in private health 
establishments in 2016, 
while around 400 graduates 
remained jobless in the same 
year.

Manama

Several landlords and 
residents in the Capital 

General Secretariat were 
warned by the officials there 
for violating safety and security 
norms.  

The move followed a 
campaign conducted by Capital 
General Secretariat officials 
at labourers residences in the 
Naeem area.   

Inspectors at the Capital 
General Secretariat, following 

the campaign, served notices 
and advised landlords and 
residents there to rectify the 
violations immediately. 

The campaign, Al 
Ayam  daily reported, followed 
a series of complaints received 
against the behaviours of the 
labourers in the area.

A committee was formed by 
the residents of the area, in 
coordination with the General 
Secretariat, and detected that 
there are over 300 residences 

of bachelor labourers in the 
Naeem area.

The committee also found 
that several residences were 
in dilapidated condition and 
reported illegal activities 
carried out by some of the 
labourers there. 

The residents thanked the 
General Secretariat for its 
quick response and called 
for more efforts to rectify the 
issue concerning bachelor 
residences.

Bahrain’s Oil Minister Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa al-Khal-
ifa speaks to reporters during a press conference in Manama

Safety violations: Notices 
served in Naeem area

Warning brochures were posted on the violating residences


