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‘Very solid founda-
tion’ for extending 
oil deal: Russia

Jeddah

Saudi Arabian forces have 
successfully thwarted yet 

another attempt by the Houthi 
militias to attack civilian and 
populated areas by breaching 
the kingdom’s ballistic defence 
system. 

According to the Saudi-led 
coalition, Yemeni rebels fired a 
“ballistic missile” at densely 
populated civilian areas in Jizan, 
which also houses a 400,000-barrel-
per-day refinery of Aramco and 
other key facilities. 

“The missile was intercepted 
and destroyed by Royal Saudi Air 
defence,” the coalition statement 
said. No casualties were recorded.

It was the latest in a series of 
such attacks.

“Saudi air defences intercepted 
a ballistic missile launched by 
the Huthi militias targeting 
Jizan,” the coalition said in a  
statement.

A statement published on Huthi 

c o n t r o l l e d 
Al-Masirah news 

outlet claims that they fired a 
“Badr 1” ballistic missile and said it 
struck Jizan Regional Airport.

However, international media 
outlets, citing open-source flight 
information, confirmed that the 
airport’s normal activity was not 
disrupted with flights arriving and 
departing on time.

Official Spokesman of the 
Saudi-led Arab coalition to restore 
legitimacy in Yemen Col. Turki 
Al-Malki said that the Saudi 
Royal Saudi Air Defence detected 

a ballistic missile launch from 
Sa’dah, Yemen at 10:02 am. 

The missile was intercepted 
before it could hit its target, 
Al-Maliki said adding that the 
interception resulted in missile 
fragments falling in some 
residential areas. 

The ballistic missile, Al Maliki 
said, was launched deliberately by 
the Iran-backed Houthi militia to 
target densely populated civilian 
areas in Jizan. 

“This hostile act carried out by 
the Iranian Houthi militia proves 
that the Iranian regime is still 

providing the terrorist Houthi 
armed militia with qualitative 
capabilities, in flagrant defiance 
of UNSCRs 2216 and 2231, with 
the main objective of threatening 
the Saudi Arabian, regional and 
international security,” Col. 
Al-Malki also said.

“Launching ballistic missiles at 
densely populated civilian areas is 
a direct breach of the principles 
of the international humanitarian 
law,” he stressed. 

Saudi Arabia has since March 
2015 led a coalition of Arab states 
fighting to roll back the Huthi 
rebels in Yemen and restore its 
government to power.

Earlier this week, Saudi air 
defences shot down a ballistic 
missile attack by the Houthis. The 
incident happened hours after the 
coalition warned of a “painful” 
response if the Houthis mounted 
new attacks on Saudi Arabia using 
what it said were Iran-supplied 
drones. (Continued on page 4)

Saudi downs Houthi 
missile fired at Jizan

The missile was launched at densely populated areas in Jizan: Saudi-led coalition
No casualties 
reported

Originated from 
Sa’dah, Yemen

Intercepted before 
hitting target

Target was Rizan 
regional airport

Coalition finds 
Iranian hand 

Over 100 missiles 
fired so far

“This hostile act carried out by the 
Iranian Houthi militia proves that 
the Iranian regime is still providing 
the terrorist Houthi armed militia 
with qualitative capabilities,”

-Col. Turki Al-Malki

1n this file photo, Saudi forces can be seen repelling a Houthi attack in Najran, near the Yemen border. 
(Arab News-Reuters)
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In the presence of 
Rashid  Equestrian 
and Horse Racing Club 
High Committee 
Chairman HH 
Shaikh Abdulla 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
Rashid  Equestrian 
and Horse Racing Club 
High Committee 
Deputy Chairman HH 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Rashid  Equestrian 
and Horse Reaching 
Club organised the 
25th  race of the sea-
son yesterday at the 
club in Raffa area 
in Sakhir. The race 
included the Bahrain 
Jewellery Centre Cup, 
Porsche (Bahbahani 
Motors) Cup and 
Rashid Equestrian 
and Horse Race Club 
Cup. The race was also 
attended by HH Shaikh 
Hamad bin Abdulla 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, HH 
Shaikh Isa bin Abdulla 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, HH 
Shaikh Salman bin 
Mohammed bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and a number 
of equestrian sports 
fans and enthusiasts.
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No contract signed so far to 
export gas, says Oil Minister
Bahrain has not signed any 

contracts so far to export 
gas, confirmed Oil Minister 
Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Khalifa Al-Khalifa to Asharq 
Al-Awsat in light of the biggest 
oil discovery the Kingdom has 
made since it started producing 
crude in 1932. 

The minister also told the 
news portal that the Kingdom 
is working on “completing two 
gas projects with operational 
power of 1.1 billion cubic feet”.

The report quoting the 
minister said that the Kingdom 
is mulling best “means 
to purchase gas through 
competitive prices and flexible 
conditions.”

Oil minister, in a statement 
released earlier, said that the 
new oil field is estimated to 
contain at least 80 billion 
barrels of tight oil. 

Independent appraisals 
by U.S.-based oil consultants 
DeGolyer and MacNaughton 
and oilfield services company 
Halliburton had confirmed 
Bahrain’s find of “highly 
significant quantities of 

oil in place ... with tight oil 
amounting to at least 80 billion 
barrels, and deep gas reserves 
in the region of 10-20 trillion 
cubic feet. 

“Agreement has been 
reached with Halliburton 

to commence drilling on 
two further appraisal wells 
in 2018, to further evaluate 
reservoir potential, optimize 
completions, and initiate long-
term production,” Sheikh 
Mohammed told a news 

conference in Manama.
He said he was not sure yet 

how much of the estimated 80 
billion barrels was recoverable. 

Al Ayam quoting the head 
of the financial and economic 
committee in parliament, 

Abdulrahman Bu Ali, said that 
the output was expected to be 
200,000 barrels per day.

Bahrain has lately witnessed 
an increased demand on gas, 
the minister told Asharq 
Al-Awsat, expecting it to 

double with the launch of new 
projects. He added that the 
past five years saw a rise in 
demand for gas with an average 
that exceeded 2.5 percent  
annually.

The Kingdom, the report 
said, is working on two 
projects: A port for liquefied 
gas and a national gas plant 
with operational power of 
350 million cubic feet daily. 
They aim to limit any possible 
shortage in gas supplies.

Bahrain’s onshore oil 
reserves, which the US Energy 
Information Administration 
(EIA) estimates at 125 million 
barrels, are all located in the 
Awali oil field. 

Meanwhile, in a report 
released by rating agency 
Moody’s said that the new 
offshore field off the west coast 
of Bahrain, if verified, could 
stimulate private investment 
in the country’s energy sector 
in the near term, and in the 
medium term could increase 
government oil- and gas- 
related revenue. (With input 
from agencies)

Jail term of 
fake gold 
seller upheld
Manama

The Supreme Court of 
Appeals had upheld a 

five-year jail term given to a 
Pakistani national for selling 
over BD30,000 worth of fake 
gold to shops here.

The defendant was accused 
by the Public Prosecution, 
on 11 September 2014, of 
counterfeiting official gold 
stamp and using it to sell 
fake gold with an anonymous 
partner as well as using a fake 
passport issued in Pakistan to 
complete his scams.

Initially, he was sentenced 
by the High Criminal 
Court to seven years in jail 
and deportation. He later 
appealed against the verdict,  
which was later reduced to five 
years. 

According to court files, the 
defendant sold 13 fake pieces of 
gold to a jeweller in Riffa area. 
The worker at the shop later 
discovered that the gold is fake 
and lodged a complaint at the 
East Riffa Police Station.

Police later identified the 
suspect, who was found to have 
links with a series of similar 
other frauds. He was sentenced 
in absentia in previous scam 
cases.

Bill seeks priority 
for Bahraini staff  
in private hospitals
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Parliamentarians have 
presented a bill seeking 

to prioritise the recruitment 
of Bahraini medical crew in 
private health institutions, 
DT News has learnt.

Tabled by First Deputy 
Speaker of the Council 
of Representatives Ali Al 
Aradi and four other MPs 
in January, the bill stipulates 
not renewing the contracts of 
non-Bahraini staff in private 
health institutions if a Bahraini 
candidate is available.

The proposal, if approved, 
will amend the existing 
Legislative Decree 21 for the 
year 2015 on Private Health 
Institutions, encourages 
private health institutions 
to take a more positive 
approach in embracing 
Bahraini doctors, nurses and 
pharmacists “especially at a 
time when the numbers of 
private hospitals and health 
centres are steadily growing 
in the Kingdom”.

As per the legislative 
procedures, the bill was 

referred to several committees 
in the council for studying, 
including the Services 
Committee, which approved 
it after discussing the matter 
with a number of the related 
official authorities.

This included the 
Supreme Council for 
Health, Labour Market 
Regulatory Authority,    the 
Legislation and Legal Opinion 
Commission and Labour and 
Social Development Ministry. 
However, these authorities 
expressed concerns and 
reservations over the 
proposed law. 

The proposal is scheduled 
to be reviewed and discussed 
by MPs, in the presence of 
representatives of these 
authorities, in the next 
parliament weekly meeting on 
Tuesday.

As the latest official 
statistics show, more than 430 
Bahraini medical staff were 
recruited in private health 
establishments in 2016, 
while around 400 graduates 
remained jobless in the same 
year.

Manama

Several landlords and 
residents in the Capital 

General Secretariat were 
warned by the officials there 
for violating safety and security 
norms.  

The move followed a 
campaign conducted by Capital 
General Secretariat officials 
at labourers residences in the 
Naeem area.   

Inspectors at the Capital 
General Secretariat, following 

the campaign, served notices 
and advised landlords and 
residents there to rectify the 
violations immediately. 

The campaign, Al 
Ayam  daily reported, followed 
a series of complaints received 
against the behaviours of the 
labourers in the area.

A committee was formed by 
the residents of the area, in 
coordination with the General 
Secretariat, and detected that 
there are over 300 residences 

of bachelor labourers in the 
Naeem area.

The committee also found 
that several residences were 
in dilapidated condition and 
reported illegal activities 
carried out by some of the 
labourers there. 

The residents thanked the 
General Secretariat for its 
quick response and called 
for more efforts to rectify the 
issue concerning bachelor 
residences.

Bahrain’s Oil Minister Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa al-Khal-
ifa speaks to reporters during a press conference in Manama

Safety violations: Notices 
served in Naeem area

Warning brochures were posted on the violating residences
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As many as 240 people 
rowed their boats to raise 

awareness of plastic pollution 
and protect the marine 
environment at the 42nd 
annual Raft Race. 

The motto of this year’s race 
held by the Rotary Club of 
Salmaniya at Al Bandar Hotel 
and Resort was ‘Stop Plastic 
Pollution’.

“It took a lot of work to 
get this event running, and 
everything is going towards 
supporting the community,” 
said Shaikh Abdulla bin 
Khalid Al Khalifa, the Rotary 
Club of Salmaniya’s incoming 
President and  Raft Race 
Committee Head. 

Twenty-four, 10-member, 
teams competed against each 
other in the event, which took 
a team of club members almost 
five months of planning to 
realise.

“Four teams competed in 
each race and were allowed 
to race at least twice,” Shaikh 
Abdulla said. Rafts were 
provided by the club for 
training. 

The race, Shaikh Abdulla 
said, is the club’s main annual 
fundraiser. “Since its inception 
in the late 1970s, the event 
has donated more than BD2 
million to charities,” he added. 

On this year’s theme, he 
told  DT News, “The effort is 
to stop plastic pollution and 
increase awareness of its 
dangers.”

“It’s a global cause, 
especially in Bahrain,” he  
stressed. 

“We have to be more careful 
as recent studies showed that 
the plastic that reaches sea are 
actually eaten by fish, which is 
also a direct hazard to the well 
being of humans.”

Following the race, the club 
announced that it will hold a 
‘thank you lunch’ for the event 
sponsors at the Golden Tulip 
Hotel. 

Certificates were handed 
over to winners after a talk 
show on the race and the people 
it has positively affected.

“It’s a day full of fun with 
DJs, music, events, trophies, 
great food, and entertainment 
for the kids,” Shaikh Abdulla 
said.

‘Stop Plastic Pollution’
Raft race promotes awareness on environmental issues

The winners of 2017–2018 
Raft Race were:

Open sea race (men)
1) APM Terminals
2) Yateem A
3) BAS

Lagoon race (mixed genders) 
1) Marshals 2
2) Alba 1
3)Marshals1

Moments from the race

First place winners APM Terminals

Moments from the race
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Bahrain condemns attack on 
checkpoint in Saudi Arabia
Manama

Bahrain strongly condemned 
attack against a checkpoint 

in Asir region of Saudi Arabia 
resulting in the death of a 
number of security officers. 

In a statement released, 
Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry 
reiterated its firm support to 
Saudi Arabia against all forms 
of violence and extremism. 

The ministry said it backs all 
measures by Saudi Arabia to 
“deter anyone who attempts to 
subvert security and stability”. 

State-run Saudi Press Agency 
said that four Saudi officers 
were shot dead and four others 
wounded in the gun fire. 

Three officers were instantly 
killed when the outpost came 
under attack, the Saudi Press 
Agency reported, without 
specifying who was behind it.

“Security officials have 
succeeded in identifying a 

number of suspects involved 
in the crime and arrested two 
of them, both Saudi nationals,” 

SPA said.
“In the interest of the 

investigation, their names 

cannot be revealed.”
A third Saudi suspect opened 

fire as he tried to escape, killing 

another officer and wounding 
four others, SPA added.

Arab News quoting Saudi 
Interior Ministry said that 
police units chased the 
attackers, and captured  2 of 
them and a third was killed 
in the  fire exchange that  
followed.

The ministry also announced 
that all those involved in 

the attack are Saudi Arabian 
nationals. 

Bahrain’s Foreign Ministry 
expressed deepest condolences 
and consolation to the bereaved 
families and relatives.

It commended the strenuous 
efforts exerted by the Saudi 
security forces to maintain 
security and stability for citizens 
and residents. (Agencies)

Three officers were instantly killed

Four officers suffered injuries

Two attackers captured

Third attacker killed in fire exchange

All attackers are Saudi nationals

MPs to vote on amendment 
granting them more powers
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Parliamentarians will 
vote on a constitutional 

amendment this week to grant 
them more power to monitor 
the performance of the 
Government. 

Tabled by 29 members of 
the house, the voting aims 
to amend Article 91 of the 
Kingdom’s constitution to 
give MPs more authority 
to enhance government  
performance.

The proposal, if approved, 

will allow lawmakers to 
question any member of the 
Cabinet, against the current 
law which allows only to 
question ministers.

Explaining the move, the 
MPs said the amendment 
would “widen the jurisdictions 
of legislators and create 
more balance between both 
the Legislative (Parliament 
and Shura Council) and 
Executive (Government)  
Authorities”.

If approved, the move will 
grant MPs and Shura Council 

members the right to question 
any member of the Cabinet by 
sending them written questions 
and receive a reply in the same 
form.   

The request received 
the initial approval of 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments Ministry and the 
Legislative and Legal Affairs 
Committee in the council.

It will be reviewed and voted 
on by the 40-member council 
during their regular weekly 
meeting on Tuesday.

It’s noteworthy that the 

existing Article 91 of the 
constitution states, “Any 
member of the Shura Council or 
the Council of Representatives 
may direct written questions 
at Ministers to clarify matters 
coming within their sphere of 
competence, and the questioner 
may comment only once on 
the reply. If the Minister adds 
anything new, the member 
shall be further entitled to 
comment. The question may 
not relate to an interest of the 
questioner or his relatives to 
the fourth degree.”

Bill to widen 
witnesses protection 
on MPs table
Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Lawmakers will soon review 
a bill that calls for widening 

the scope of country’s witness 
protection programme to 
include police informers, 
experts and those who provide 
additional information to a 
case.

The bill also stipulates 
providing personal guards to 
protect individuals or their 
residence, as well as recording 
telephone calls and monitoring 
some of their correspondence 
and communications.

Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and National Security 
Committee in the Council of 
Representatives has approved 
the bill, which calls for 
amending Decree Law 46 of 
2002 promulgating the code 
of Criminal Procedures.

According to the 
committee, the bill is aimed 
at “widening the range of 
the concerned authority’s 
jurisdiction to ensure the 
safety and protection of 
individuals that are connected 
a case, by granting the judge, 
the concerned court or the 
Public Prosecution the 
authority to take preventive 
measures”.

“The amendment would 
increase the existing list of 
persons that are eligible for 
protection to include police 

informers, experts supporting 
the victims’ side, witnesses 
and any individual who 
provide information to the 
suit,” the committee said in an 
illustrative letter.

The bill wasn’t objected 
by the Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee in the 
council, Justice, Islamic Affairs 
and Endowments Ministry, 
which in charge of the courts, 
and the National Institution for 
Human Rights.

However, in order to be 
effective, the bill needs to be 
approved by both branches of 
the Legislative Authority (The 
Council of Representatives 
and Shura Council) in the 
Kingdom. 

Parliamentarians will review 
the proposed amendment 
and will vote on it in their 
upcoming regular weekly 
session on Tuesday.

Houthis launched over 100 missiles
(Continued from page 1)

So far, the Houthis have 
launched over 100 missiles 

at Saudi cities and installations. 
Earlier this month, Saudi 
Arabia’s air defence forces 
intercepted three ballistic 
missiles fired at Riyadh and 
other cities. Three rockets were 
shot down above the capital 
and the southern cities of 
Jizan and Najran, according 
to state media and the Saudi-
led coalition fighting the Iran-
aligned Houthis in Yemen.

Yesterday’s attack also 
follows the report of the death 
of a senior Houthi military 
commander, Major-General 
Nasser Hussein al-Qubari, 
who was fighting Saudi troops 

in Yemen’s northern Saada 
province. 

Houthi-run SABA news 
agency confirmed the incident 
without giving additional 
details regarding the 

circumstances of his death. 
According to a Yemeni 

military source, the slain 
commander had been 
responsible for Houthi forces 
deployed near the border with 

Saudi Arabia. 
“Al-Qubari had been 

working with Yemeni 
Republican Guard forces 
loyal to the late President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh,” the military 
source, preferring anonymity 
for security reasons, told 
Anadolu Agency.

Arms monitor Conflict 
Armament Research says it 
has evidence that the drones 
used and other Houthi kit 
were made in Iran and was 
not of indigenous design and 
construction “in contrast to 
Houthi statements”. 

Nearly 10,000 people have 
since been killed in the conflict, 
in what the UN has called the 
world’s worst crisis. (Agencies)

The bill 
stipulates 
providing 

personal guards 
to protect 

individuals or 
their residence

Representative picture (Courtesy of ArabNews/AP)

Cannisters contain-
ing Patriot Missiles 
standing at a 
remote location in 
Saudi Arabia (file)
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(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Earth Day this year will be celebrated with great enthusiasm 
and fervor on Sunday, April 22 marking the anniversary 

of what many consider as the birth of modern environmental 
movement. Earth Day has now grown into a global tradition 
making it the largest civic observance in the world and is 
widely celebrated event in which over one billion people from 
over 192 countries will participate by taking suitable actions 
for saving our mother Earth. 

The Earth Day was first organized in 1970 to promote 
respect for life on the planet and to encourage awareness 
on air, water and soil pollution. Each year a different 
theme or topic is selected. Earth Day 2018 topic is ‘End 
Plastic Pollution’ focusing on the great menace of plastic 
pollution which is adversely harming our land, air and water 
resources as well as severely affecting the public health and 
environmental resources. 

The Earth Day movement is continuing, entering the 48th 
year to inspire, challenge ideas, ignite passion, and motivate 
people to take suitable actions. The Earth day is observed 
believing that nothing is more powerful than the collective 
action of all human beings on the planet to think and act. The 
earth is what we all have in common. Earth Day message is 
to become more sustainable, reduce our carbon footprint and 
improving our quality of life. We need to audit our actions 
and see what are we contributing towards our environment 
and community? Earth Day is about uniting voices around 
the globe in support of a healthy and livable planet. 

Earth Day is not limited to 22nd April only but can be 
celebrated at any day. As the slogan goes ‘EARTH DAY 
EVERY DAY’. We need to be part of the biggest grass-root 
effort in history by doing something for the planet helping 
the environment by consuming less of energy, water and 
resources and at least planting a tree as a “give back” to 
Earth. We need to understand that we have been mercilessly 
polluting the natural surroundings and damaging the fragile 
resources of the earth. People from all over the globe will be 
celebrating Earth Day with great enthusiasm and interest to 
save the natural assets of their earth and fight against plastic 
pollution.

Let us be a part of this green revolution, plan and participate 
in Earth Day activities moving from single-day actions, such 
as park cleanups and tree-planting parties to long-term 
actions and commitments and make our home, area and city, 
a healthier place to live. There are many ways to celebrate the 
earth day. Firstly we need to avoid unnecessary use of plastics 
as per the theme, we can plant more trees, have indoor plants, 
plan an outdoor activity with nature, motivate people to 
reduce the use of un-healthy living practices, avoid littering 
and use of plastic bags, teach our children about the recycling 
and reuse of the old materials, promote energy and water 
conservation and tell people that every day of their life is 
Earth Day, so they should take care of the earth on daily basis.

Let us contribute by making a sincere commitment towards 
avoiding all sorts of plastic and making a suitable disposal 
of the plastic bags and bottles as well as all sort of plastic 
packaging material. This initiative will make a significant 
and measurable impact on the Earth and will serve as the 
foundation of a cleaner, healthier and more sustainable planet 
for all. 

Let us do some outdoor activities with our family and 
friends like collecting plastic litter. Motivate people to reduce 
the use of plastic bags to avoid the soil and water pollution. 
Teach our children about the recycling and reuse of the old 
materials. Take part in picking up the wastes from streets, 
parks and other places. Take part in the educational sessions 
like seminars, discussions and other competitive activities 
related to the safety of natural resources of the earth. Promote 
people for energy conservation by various practical means. At 
a minimum, say ‘No’ to plastic bags.

Head of Waste Disposal Unit, Supreme Council for 
Environment, Bahrain. (rahmed@sce.gov.bh) 

Earth Day 2018

Russia has revealed it 
warned the US about “red 

lines” it should not cross before 
it launched airstrikes on Syria.

Foreign minister Sergei 
Lavrov is reported to have said 
that officials in Washington 
were contacted before last 
weekend’s strikes by the US, 
UK and France.

Lavrov said: “There were 
military leadership contacts, 
between generals, between 
our representatives and the 
coalition leadership.

“They were informed 
about where our red lines 
are, including red lines on the 
ground, geographically. And 
the results show that they did 
not cross these red lines.”

Some 105 missiles were 
launched in response to a 
suspected chemical attack in 
the Syrian city of Douma on 
7 April that killed more than 
40 people.

The Kremlin had 
threatened  retaliatory action if 
strikes were launched- but it 
now appears there was at least 
some level of cooperation.

International inspectors 
from the Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) arrived in 
Damascus almost a week ago 
but are still waiting to visit the 
site of the suspected attack.

Lavrov says that, following 
the airstrikes, it is morally free 
to deliver S-300 missiles to the 
Syrian regime.

He said: “Now, we have no 
moral obligations. We had 
the moral obligations, we had 
promised not to do it some 10 

years ago, I think, upon the 
request of our known partners.

“We took into consideration 
their claim that this could 
destabilise the situation. Even 
though it’s purely defensive. 
Now we don’t have this moral 
obligation any longer.”

Military analysts say the 
S-300 surface-to-air missile 
system would boost Russia’s 
ability to control airspace in 
Syria, where Moscow’s forces 
support the government of 
President Bashar al Assad, and 
could be aimed at deterring 
tougher US action.

The state news agency RIA 
also reported Lavrov saying he 
was convinced Vladimir Putin 
and Donald Trump would not 
allow an armed confrontation 
between their countries. He 
said: “I am 100% sure that 

the military will not allow 
this to happen and neither 
President Putin nor President 
Trump will allow this to  
happen.

“They are the leaders who 
were elected by their peoples 
and they are responsible for 

peace and calm.”
It comes as Trump invited 

his Russian counterpart to the 
US during a phone call, and 
said he would be glad to see 
Putin in the White House, 
according the Russian foreign 
ministry. (Sky News)

Russia: We told 
US where they 
could not bomb

Geneva/Baghdad

Iraq resumed paying Kuwait 
compensation yesterday for 

the destruction of Kuwaiti oil 
fields and facilities during the 
1990-91 Gulf War, the United 
Nations said in Geneva in a 
prepared statement.

The payment had been 
suspended since October 
2014 because of security and 
budgetary problems the Iraqi 
government in its fight against 
Islamic State.

“The United Nations 

Compensation Commission 
(UNCC) today made available 
$90 million to the Government 
of the State of Kuwait,” the 
U.N said. “With today’s 
payment, the Commission 
has paid out $47.9 billion, 
leaving approximately $4.5 
billion remaining to be paid 
to the only outstanding  
claim.”

The sum owed, as well as 
the $90 million payment, goes 
towards an overall claim of 
$14.7 billion in damages by the 

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
, the largest approved by the 
Geneva-based commission, 
set up by the U.N. Security 
Council in 1991.

Payouts are made quarterly 
as funds become available.

The UNCC said in 
November that Baghdad 
should finish paying by the 
end of 2021 compensation for 
damages to states, companies 
and individuals caused by 
Iraq’s invasion and seven-
month occupation of Kuwait 

under former president 
Saddam Hussein.

Kuwait and Iraq agreed 
last year that payments would 
gradually increase from 0.5 
percent of Iraqi oil proceeds 
in 2018 to 1.5 percent in 2019 
and 3 percent in both 2020 
and 2021.

Iraq declared victory over 
Islamic State in December, 
five months after Iraqi forces 
backed by a U.S.-led coalition 
captured the militants’ capital 
in the northern city of Mosul.

Iraq resumes payments of war to Kuwait

Hard to know Syria’s 
borders will remain
Moscow

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov said 

yesterday Russia did not 
know how the situation in 
Syria would evolve in terms 
of the country maintaining 
its territorial integrity, 
the Interfax news agency 

reported.
“We don’t know how the 

situation is going to develop 
on the question of whether 
it is possible to keep Syria as 
a single country,” the agency 
quoted Ryabkov as telling 
Germany’s Deutsche Welle 
broadcaster.

The Barzah Research and Development Centre, near Damascus, pictured before and after the 
coalition missile attack
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Canberra

Australia’s prime minister 
said his country has a 

“perfect right” to traverse 
the South China Sea after a 
media report Friday that the 
Chinese navy challenged three 
Australian warships in the 
hotly contested waterway.

The Chinese “challenged” 
two Australian frigates and 
an oil replenishment ship 
this month as the Australian 
vessels were sailing to Vietnam, 
Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
reported, citing anonymous 
defense officials.

It is not clear what took 
place during the encounter 
while China was conducting its 
largest ever naval exercises in 
the region.

China’s Defense Ministry 
defended its navy’s actions, 

saying the report “does not 
conform with the facts.”

On April 15, ships from the 
Chinese and Australian navies 

“encountered each other in 
the South China Sea,” it said 
in a statement. “The Chinese 
ships employed professional 

language in communicating 
with the Australian side, 
operated legally and according 
to regulation, professionally 

and safely,” the statement said.
No details were given about 

what was communicated 
during the exchange or if any 
other actions were taken.

China claims virtually the 
entire South China Sea and has 
built several islands to bolster 
its position in the waterway 
where other governments have 
competing claims and which 
is one of the world’s busiest 
sea lanes.

Australia has resisted 
pressure from the United 

States, its most important 
defense ally, to challenge the 
Chinese territorial zones, 
which are not recognized by 
international law. U.S. Navy 
vessels regularly sail close to 
Chinese-built features that 
include military installations, 
drawing protests from Beijing.

“We maintain and practice 
the right of freedom of 
navigation and overflight 
throughout the world and, 
in this context, we’re talking 
about naval vessels on the 
world’s oceans, including the 
South China Sea, as is our 
perfect right in accordance 
with international law,” 
Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull said. He did 
not comment on the specific 
incident when questioned by 
reporters in London.

highlight 

Chinese navy challenges Australian warships
Australia says 

won’t abandon 
patrols

Beirut

Syrian state media says Islamic State 
group militants have agreed to 

give up their last pocket in Damascus.
The SANA news agency says 

militants will be given the option 
to stay and reconcile with the 
government or leave on buses to 
IS-held territory in the eastern Syrian 
desert.

The agreement announced 
Friday follows a day of intensive 
government airstrikes on the IS-held 
neighborhoods of Hajr al-Aswad and 
the Yarmouk Palestinian camp, in the 
Syrian capital.

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights monitoring group 
reported “relative calm” in the 
two neighborhoods after the 
announcement of the agreement.

UN vehicle 
seen near 
Syria gas 
attack site
Beirut 

A U.N.-marked vehicle was in 
the area close to the site of the 

suspected chemical weapons attack 
in Syria’s Douma on Friday under 
escort from Russian military police, a 
Reuters witness said.

The arrival of the vehicle comes 
three days after a U.N. security 
team turned back while doing 
reconnaissance in Douma for the visit 
of a team of international inspectors 
from the Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons.

IS group to 
give up last 
pocket in 
Syria capital

Moscow 

Russian president Vladimir Putin is 
“ready for a meeting” with his US 

counterpart Donald Trump, Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Friday.

Moscow’s chief diplomat added 
that such a summit was not currently 
being discussed but the Kremlin 
hopes that a meeting at the White 
House would materialise.

“President Putin is ready for such a 
meeting,” Lavrov said in an interview 
with state news agency RIA Novosti.

“We are proceeding from the fact 
that the US president in a telephone 
conversation -- that was made public, 
there is no secret about this -- sent 
such an invitation and said that he 
would be happy to see (Putin) in the 
White House and then to meet him 
during a reciprocal visit.”

“Since Trump suggested this, we 
proceed from the fact that he will 
make this concrete,” he added.

Trump proposed a White House 
summit when he called Putin last 
month, prior to the mass expulsion of 
Russian diplomats from the US.

The proposal has not moved 
forward since relations between the 
US and Russia deteriorated further 
over an alleged chemical attack in 
Syria.

During the interview, Lavrov also 
said Moscow welcomed an expected 
summit between Trump and Kim 
Jong Un, the leader of nuclear-armed 
North Korea.

“We cannot wish this meeting 
failure,” Lavrov said.

“This would be a step away from 
the prospect of a military crisis and a 
military solution to the problem that 
is the Korean peninsula,” he added.

“We very much hope that he 

(Trump) starts the process of 
de-escalating tensions.”

The odds of the Trump-Kim 
summit taking place were boosted by 

the shock news earlier this week that 
CIA chief Mike Pompeo had gone to 
Pyongyang to meet Kim for the most 
significant US-North Korea contact in 

almost two decades.
Lavrov compared the US and 

North Korean statements prior to the 
meeting to tensions between “boxers” 
before a match.

“Before the start of serious 
conversations it is like boxers entering 
the ring, showing off in front of one 
another before the fight,” he said.

Russia has relatively warm ties with 
North Korea, with which it shares a 
small land border.

The United States earlier this year 
accused Russia of helping Pyongyang 
evade some international sanctions by 
supplying fuel to the isolated country.

Putin ‘ready’ for Trump
summit, Lavrov says

Kremlin hopes meeting would materialise soon

Moscow welcomes Trump, Kim Jong meeting

Lavrov hopes Trump starts de-escalating tensions

Trump proposed a W House summit last month

US President Donald Trump and Russia’s President Vladimir Putin met last year on the sidelines of the G20 summit 
in Hamburg

Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Anzac is docked at Saigon port in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
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Brussels 

Almost a year after U.S. President 
Donald Trump inaugurated NATO’s 

new billion-dollar headquarters with 
fanfare at a special summit, alliance 
officials are now finally moving in, leaving 
their prefab 1960s base that leaked during 
rainstorms.

Two decades of planning, construction 
and an additional year-long delay caused 
by technology problems now appear to be 
behind the Western alliance.

Its international staff and 29 embassies 

should be rehoused by mid-June, ready for 
a NATO defense ministers’ meeting and 
then a two-day NATO summit of alliance 
leaders in July, which Trump is expected to 
attend, officials say.

But within the shiny glass and steel 
interlocking buildings, NATO allies will 
face familiar problems, including how 
to handle a newly assertive Russia and 
manage the collective defense of Europe.

The move was originally due to take 
place soon after the May 25, 2017 visit 
by the U.S. president and other Western 

leaders. Trump, a former property 
developer, praised the 1.17-billion-euro 
($1.45 billion) building as beautiful but 
said he had refused to ask how much it 
had cost.

NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose 
Gottemoeller said the move was about a 
year behind schedule.

“I don’t think that’s bad for an enormous 
building project,” she told reporters but 
conceded that rainwater dripped into her 
office in NATO’s current headquarters 
during a recent heavy winter storm.

NATO moves into new glass and steel HQ

View of the main entrance hall of new NATO headquarters

Jeddah 

Russia said there was a “very 
solid foundation” for extending 

cooperation between OPEC and 
non-OPEC countries at a meeting 
yesterday of oil producers in Saudi  
Arabia.

Oil kingpin Saudi Arabia said a 
“consensus” was emerging for a long-
term cooperation agreement.

“We have created a very solid 
foundation for cooperation between 
OPEC and non-OPEC countries in 
the future even beyond the declaration 
of cooperation,” Russian Energy 
Minister Alexander Novak said in the 
Saudi Red Sea city of Jeddah.

He was referring to a cooperation 
agreement between the 14-member 
OPEC cartel and 10 non-OPEC 
producers, led by Russia, to cut oil 
production by 1.8 million barrels per 
day to reduce oversupply.

The deal -- which is due to 
run out at the end of 2018 -- has 
succeeded in reducing a global glut 
of oil and pushed prices to over $70 
a barrel from less than $30 in January  
2016.

“Both consumers and producers of 
oil are expecting us to retain this 
solidarity to ensure stability and 
growth of the market,” Novak said at 
the start of a ministerial committee 
meeting to assess the compliance with 
the cuts.

Russia is the world’s leading 
producer of crude oil, pumping around 
11 million bpd and its approval of the 
alliance is crucial to its success.

Saudi Energy Minister Khaled 
al-Faleh said there was “consensus” 
forming among oil producers to 
extend cooperation on a long-term 
basis.

“There will be an extended 

framework of cooperation ... There is 
a consensus emerging. We need to do 
that,” he told reporters ahead of the 
Jeddah meeting.

“We are at the stage of setting a 
long-term framework” beyond 2018, 
added Faleh, whose country is the 
world’s top crude exporter.

Although reports indicate that 
a significant portion of oil glut has 
been removed from the market, Faleh 
warned that more work needs to be 
done.

He said that the inventory levels 
were still higher than the normal 
average and “we have not seen the low 
season,” when demand for oil drops, 
he said.

Novak said that the production cuts 
agreement, which came into effect at 
the start of 2017, has removed some 
300 million barrels of surplus crude 
from the market. (AFP)

‘Very solid foundation’ for 
extending oil deal: Russia

Sources: MacroTrends, Reuters Picture: Getty Images

Surge in crude oil prices
Oil prices have hit their highest level since 2014, with benchmark Brent
crude moving above $74 a barrel. Brent has risen 11.4% since January
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Jeddah

OPEC Secretary-General 
Mohammad Barkindo said 

yesterday members of the oil producers 
group were friends of the United States 
and have a vested interest in its growth 
and prosperity.

Barkindo made his remarks after U.S. 
President Donald Trump earlier sent a 
tweet criticizing OPEC over high oil prices.

“The Declaration of Cooperation 
entered into by 24 producing countries 
in Dec. 2016 and implemented faithfully 
since 2017 has not only arrested the 
decline but rescued the oil industry from 
imminent collapse,” Barkindo said.

In a similar statement, Iraqi Oil 
Minister Jabar al-Luaibi said that oil 
prices are “not very high”. 

“Everything is now fine and the market 
is stabilizing,” Luaibi who is meeting other 

ministers in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
UAE Energy Minister Suhail 

Mohamad al-Mazrouei also said oil 
prices were not artificially high.

U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Friday criticized OPEC for output 
reductions that have helped raise oil 
prices and said the action would not be 
tolerated, as oil prices appeared set for a 
second consecutive week of gains.

“Looks like OPEC is at it again. With 
record amounts of Oil all over the place, 
including the fully loaded ships at sea. 
Oil prices are artificially Very High! No 
good and will not be accepted!” Trump 
said on Twitter.

OPEC member countries are slated 
to meet in June in Vienna to decide 
their next steps after reducing output 
since January 2017 in a move aimed at 
supporting prices. (Agencies)

OPEC, non-OPEC deal
saved oil, says Barkindo

Saudi Energy Minister Khaled al-Faleh (L) and Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak speak to reporters during a 
meeting of OPEC and non-OPEC members to assess compliance with production cuts in Jeddah
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Berlin

Facebook’s attempt to limit fallout from a massive data breach 
hit trouble in Germany on Friday as a privacy watchdog 

opened a case and politicians 
accused its bosses of evasion. 
The city-state of Hamburg’s 
Data Protection Commissioner, 
Johannes Caspar, had opened a 
probe into suspected data abuse. 
The case could lead to a fine of up 
to 300,000 euros ($370,000).

London

Nissan will cut hundreds of jobs at its Sunderland plant, 
Britain’s biggest automotive factory, as it tackles declining 

demand for diesel models across 
Europe. Nissan builds its Qashqai 
and Juke models at the northeastern 
English site and the company’s sales 
in Britain, Europe’s second-largest 
car market, have fallen 35 percent 
so far this year, worse than overall 
demand, which is down 12 percent.

-Mario Draghi,

Facebook’s hits trouble in Germany The euro zone’s economy needs strong 
global growth and open trade if it is 
to continue to prosper. The positive 
developments in the euro area are not 
independent of the global 
growth momentum,”

Nissan to cut hundreds of jobs

European Central Bank (ECB) 
President 

Source: Bloomberg Picture: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS
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Trump hosts Macron for first state visit
Donald Trump hosts French
President Emmanuel Macron
in the first official state visit of
his presidency. Macron hopes
to convince Trump to stay in
the Iran nuclear accord and
extend a waiver for U.S. tariffs
on European trade

Macron and wife Brigitte arrive in
Washington DC. They will stay at
Blair House (1) – guest residence
opposite White House
Trump and first lady Melania Trump
dine with couple at Mount Vernon (2)
in Virginia – former home of
George Washington, founding
father of United States

Presidents hold private meeting, then
broader discussion with advisers,
folowed by press conference

Macron addresses Congress (4)
and meets students from George
Washington University (5).
Holds press conference before
flying back to Paris

Macrons lunch with Vice President
Mike Pence and present U.S.
veterans with medals for their
military service in helping to free
France during World War II
State dinner at White House (3) 
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London

Europe’s largest bank HSBC 
said yesterday it would 

mostly stop funding new coal 
power plants, oil sands and 
arctic drilling, becoming the 
latest in a long line of investors 
to shun the fossil fuels.

Other large banks such as 
ING and BNP Paribas have 
made similar pledges in recent 
months as investors have 
mounted pressure to make 

sure bank’s actions align with 
the Paris Agreement, a global 
pact to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions.

“We recognize the need to 
reduce emissions rapidly to 
achieve the target set in the 
2015 Paris Agreement... and 
our responsibility to support 
the communities in which we 
operate,” Daniel Klier, group 
head of strategy and global 
head of sustainable finance, 

said in a statement.
HSBC said it would make 

an exception for coal-fired 
power plants in Bangladesh, 
Indonesia and Vietnam.

“There’s a very significant 
number of people in those 
three countries who have no 
access to any electricity,” HSBC 
CEO John Flint told HSBC 
shareholders at the bank’s 
annual general meeting in 
London on Friday.

HSBC to stop financing 
most new coal plants

London

Prince Charles was 
approved as the successor 

to Queen Elizabeth as head 
of the Commonwealth at a 
meeting of the group’s heads 
of government in Windsor 
yesterday, Sky News reported 
citing unnamed sources.

There have been calls for the 
role to be rotated around the 53 
member-states, most of which 
are former British territories, 
but in recent days the queen, 
the British government and 
other leaders have backed 
Charles.

The Commonwealth 
Secretariat, which carries 

out the organisation’s 
day-to-day work, did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s office 
did not comment on the  
report.

The succession issue was due 
to be discussed at the final day 
of the meeting, when leaders 
travelled 20 miles outside 
London for private meetings 
at the queen’s Windsor Castle 
home.

The Commonwealth evolved 
out of the British empire in 
the mid-20th century, and 
the queen has been its head 
since her reign began in 1952. 

Charles had long been expected 
to take on the role even though 
it is not strictly hereditary.

This week’s Commonwealth 
summit has seen thousands of 
delegates from across the globe 
descend on London, debating 
issues such as the environment, 
women’s rights and trade. It 
ends later on Friday, when May 
is due to speak.

The biennial meeting, taking 
place in Britain for the first 
time in 20 years, could be the 
last attended by the 91-year-old 
queen as she cuts back on some 
of her official duties. The next 
summit is due to be held in 
Malaysia in 2020.

Prince Charles to 
be next head of 
Commonwealth

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth and Prince Charles pose in the Blue Drawing Room at Buckingham 
Palace
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3897 0.3524

KUWAIT 0.2855 30.5428 0.2952 0.2669

OMAN 0.3849 0.3723 0.3979 0.3598

QATAR 3.6420 3.5229 3.7651 3.4044

UAE 3.6730 3.5529 3.7972 3.4334

SAUDI 3.7500 3.6274 3.8768 3.5053

AUSTRALIA 0.3007 0.2982 
BANGLADESH 0.00472 0.00452 
CANADA 0.3052 0.3020 
DENMARK 0.0658  
EGYPT 0.0237 0.0219 
EURO 0.4734 0.4709 
HONGKONG 0.04967 0.04927 
INDIA  0.00585 0.00578 
INDONESIA 0.00002941 0.00002800 
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959  
IRAQI DINAR 0.000317  
JAPAN 0.00367 0.003600 
JORDAN 0.5359 0.5351 
KOREA 0.00040578  
KUWAIT 1.263 1.264 
MALAYSIA 0.0996 0.0994 
NEW ZEALAND 0.2796 0.2797 
NORWAY 0.0508  
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00359 
OMAN 0.98168 0.98301 
PAKISTAN 0.00349 0.00327 
PHILIPPINES 0.00748 0.00726 
QATAR 0.10381 0.10404 
SAUDI ARABIA 0.1006 0.10067 
SINGAPORE 0.2923 0.2903 
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03290 0.03280 
SRI LANKA 0.00273 0.00242 
SWEDISH 0.0480  
SWITZERLAND 0.3973 0.3943 
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0017 
TAIWAN 0.013600  
THAILAND 0.012260 0.012260 
TURKEY 0.0991  
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5448 0.5419 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800 
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800 

Saint-Hyacinthe (Canada)

At the site of a former 
cocoa factory in Canada’s 

Quebec province, tiny holes 
punctured in the walls of a 
warehouse allow fresh air to 
cool thousands of whirring 
processors connected by a 
tangle of wires.

Yessoulou Coulibaly 
watches over the sea of 7,000-
odd computers hidden away 
in this industrial park at a 
center operated by Bitfarms, 
one of the emerging players of 
the cryptocurrency “mining” 
boom.

Unlike the dollar or the euro, 
cryptocurrencies are not issued 
by central banks. Instead they 
are “mined” or created thanks 
to server “farms” like the 
one in the Montreal suburb 
of Saint-Hyacinthe -- which 
crack increasingly complex 
computer codes in order to 
unlock new batches, or blocks 
of virtual coins.

Mining on a large scale 
requires massive computing 
power, which in turn requires 
a lot of electric power.

That is where Quebec 
comes in the picture: luring 
miners with its plentiful, cheap 
electricity and below average 
temperatures -- akin to Iceland, 
where a sister cryptocurrency 
blitz is also underway.

Coulibaly is among a wave 
of entrepreneurs flooding the 
province, in a bid to transform 
it into a Silicon Valley for the 
emerging sector.

But some authorities 
are leery, fearing a surge of 
demand for electric power 
could trigger blackouts, for the 

benefit of an industry that few 
fully understand.

In March, a number 
of Quebec municipalities 
slapped moratoriums on new 
cryptocurrency factories while 
the province’s government 
and the Hydro-Quebec public 
utility have halted new projects 
to get a better grasp of the 
technology and its broader 
economic impact.

The first to put on the brakes 
was the tiny municipality of 
Bromont, east of Montreal, 
where a new bitcoin operation 
was seeking to consume 30 of 
the town’s 36 megawatts of 
total available excess power.

Soon after, the neighboring 
township of Brome-Missisquoi 
imposed a similar ban on new 
bitcoin mines.

“Most of the business 
requests that we had in our 
region to open computer 
warehouses to mine 
cryptocurrencies would result 
in very little job creation,” said 
the town administrator, Robert 
Desmarais.

Marc-Antoine Pouliot, a 
Hydro-Quebec spokesman, 
added: “We can’t predict the 
future for this industry.”

Authorities, he explained, 
“want to see first how projects 
can be established in Quebec in 
a sustainable manner,” without 
ruling out a hike in electricity 
rates.

According to Pouliot, the 
dash began in September 
after China moved to regulate 
cryptocurrency trading.

Quebec has received 
proposals for projects that 
would use more than 9,000 

megawatts combined, out 
of Hydro-Quebec’s total 
40,000-megawatt capacity -- 
equal to the power consumed 
by 83 percent of Quebec 
households.

Most of the interest in 
relocating to the province 
has so far come from China, 
according to Pouliot. Russian 
investors have also shown 
interest, say organizers of the 
first international blockchain 
summit to be held in Montreal 
in April.

In Quebec, “electricity is 
affordable, abundant and 
green,” Pouliot said, noting 
massive hydroelectric dams in 
the north generate most of the 
power. The cool weather also 
means factories require less air 
conditioning.

Add those factors to 
bitcoin’s soaring valuation -- 
which peaked at $20,000 in 
December, before falling to less 
than half that -- and Canada has 
itself a modern-day gold mine, 
even as some critics warn the 
virtual currency boom could 
amount to a bubble, or even a 
Ponzi scheme.

Blockchain ‘revolution’ 
Bitfarms president Pierre-

Luc Quimper said his startup 
already employs 90 people.

“It’s like a traditional 
mining company that digs up 
gold and sells it, but 2.0,” he 
said of his company, which 
channels computing power 
to mine bitcoins and other 
cryptocurrencies.

The internet entrepreneur 
made his fortune starting a 
web hosting and cloud services 

business at age 14. Now in his 
40s, he says blockchain -- the 
name given to the shared public 
database where all bitcoin 
transactions are recorded -- is 
“a new technology that can 
be compared to the internet” 
in terms of “revolutionary” 
potential.

Quimper started Bitfarms 
last year after first mining 
bitcoin at home and is 
confident in his investment.

“I did not miss the boat for 
the internet; I do not want to 
miss the boat for blockchain,” 
said the entrepreneur, who is 
convinced the technology will 
have applications for other 
industries including banking, 
aviation and transport.

Today, the Quebec company 
claims to be the North American 
leader in cryptocurrencies and 
blockchain technology, and is 
listed on the New York and Tel 
Aviv stock exchanges.

In its first two months of 
operation in November and 
December, Bitfarms earned 
$4.9 million selling virtual 
currency coined at the Saint-
Hyacinthe and three other 
mines in Quebec.

The company already uses 
27.5 megawatts to power 
19,000 computers, and is 
aiming to boost its usage to 
100 megawatts by the end of 
this year.

“If electricity prices 
spike, however, we will look 
elsewhere,” said Quimper, 
pointing to the abundant 
power sources also available 
in the Canadian provinces of 
Newfoundland and Manitoba. 
(AFP)

Quebec wary of 
bitcoin gold rush

Two technicians look at bitcoin mining at Bitfarms in Saint Hyacinthe, Quebec



China has a found a novel 
way to tackle its massive 

air pollution problem: Putting 
up a giant air purifier the size 
of an industrial smokestack 
in the middle of a smog-
plagued city.

Instead of pumping out 
billows of black smoke like 
the chimneys rising from 
factories in the northern 
province of Shaanxi, the 
60-metre (197-foot) tall 
structure on the outskirts 
of the regional capital Xian 
blasts clean air.

Standing between high-
rises, the device is capable of 
cleaning between five million 
and 18 million cubic meters 
of air each day, depending on 
the weather, season, and level 
of pollution, according to 
a report by the Chinese 
website Thecover.cn.

The tower can 
reduce the density of 
PM 2.5 -- the tiny 
airborne particles 
considered most 
harmful to health -- by 
between 10 and 19 percent 
in a 10 square kilometre (3.9 
square mile) area, the website 
said.

PM 2.5 can play a role in 
heart disease, stroke, and lung 
ailments such as emphysema 
and cancer.

For now, the facility -- 

which was built in June 2016 
-- is just an experiment.

But its designers hope to 
build similar towers across 
the city.

Cao Junji, an 
environmental protection 
expert at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, told 
reporters that it would take 
about 100 towers to cover the 
city of 1,000 square kilometres 
(385 square miles).

A lot of people have 
questioned the device’s 
effectiveness, he said.

“I questioned it myself. But 
when we finished, the results 
were quite good. They met 
our expectations.”

China’s government 

declared “war” on pollution 
in 2014.

Pollution is so bad in many 
regions that people often 
wear masks on the street and 
buy expensive air purifiers for 
their homes.

This past winter, China cut 
production for many steel 
smelters, mills and factories.

The environment ministry 
imposed tough anti-pollution 
targets on 28 cities around 
Beijing, with at least three 
million homes expected to 
switch from coal to gas or 
electric heating.

China’s air quality 
improved in 2017, with 
the average level of PM 2.5 
particles falling by 6.5 percent 

in 338 cities, according 
to environmental 

authorities.
A University 

of Chicago study 
found last year 

that air pollution in 
northern China had cut 

life expectancy by three 
years compared with the 
south of the country.

But a new study by the 
university in March found 
that China had made so 
much progress against smog 
that life expectancy could 
rise by more than two years. 
(AFP)
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Aerial view of a 
328-foot tower, 
the world’s big-
gest air purifier

Standing between high-
rises, the giant air puri-
fier is capable of cleaning 
between 5 million and 18 
million cubic meters of 
air each day
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Southern Governor Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa honoured the Southern Governorate Police Directorate officers led by Director General Brigadier Hamad Ali Al Merri. The celebration was held at the Royal Academy of Police (RAP), in the presence of a large number of senior officers and Interior Ministry personnel. The honour is a tribute for the tremendous efforts and continuous cooperation between 
the Southern Governorate and the Police Directorate.

Labour and Social Development Minister Jameel Humaidan received writer and sport historian Hassan Saleh 
Al-Dosari who presented a copy of his two-volume book “Memorable Stars”. The book sheds light on the his-
tory of football in the Kingdom of Bahrain since 1922, focusing particularly on the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, 
illustrated with pictures of football icons.

President of Bahrain Au-
thority for Culture and 
Antiquities Shaikha Mai 
bint Mohammed Al Khal-
ifa received Chief Execu-
tive of the National Com-
munication Center Dr. 
Mohammed Ali Behzad, 
and discussed coopera-
tion. The BACA President 
paid tribute to the NCC 
role in coordinating with 
other government agen-
cies to bring out media 
content that reflects the 
local reality. 

Chairman of Bahrain Centre 
for Strategic, International and 
Energy Studies (Derasat) Dr. 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa expressed delight in 
launching his new book “The 
Qatari aggression against 
Al-Dibil in 1986” at Al-Ahram 
Foundation headquarters in 
Cairo. Derasat and Al-Ahram 
Centre for Political and Strate-
gic Studies signed a coopera-
tion agreement that stipulates 
promoting cooperation in 
academic research, exchange 
of expertise and information, 
in addition to holding joint 
workshops and activities. 

Education Minister Dr. Majid Al-Nuaimi honoured the winners of the 4th Bahrain Training Institute (BTI) skills contest. The Minister reiterated Bahrain’s 
drive to continue developing the technical and vocational education at the secondary and university levels and launching new specialties to meet 
the labour market needs. 
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Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza received Director General of ABENGOA Hisham Faisal Al-Hujailan and a number of 
officials. ABENGOA is a company specialised in the field of solar energy. Dr. Mirza was briefed on the projects and activities of the company in the 
field of investment in solar energy and their desire to participate in projects in Bahrain according to available opportunities.

Alba collaborated with the Kingdom of Bahrain’s General Directorate of Traffic to promote the Gulf Traffic Week by organising a Motorbike Safety awareness 
session in the last week of March at the Oasis Hall for Alba employees. Alba hosted First Sergeant Abdul Hai Mohammed, Corporal Hisham Baljeek and Public 
Relations Specialist Sameera Zainal from the General Directorate of Traffic to deliver this awareness session, which included many useful tips and techniques on 
riding motorbikes safely.

Chief Executive of Su-
preme Council for En-
vironment (SCE) Dr. 
Mohammed Mubarak 
Bin-Dinah received a del-
egation from the Bahrain 
Fishermen Society (BFS) 
led by Chairman Wahid 
Al-Dosari. Bin-Dinah wel-
comed the BFS role in 
protecting the marine, 
environment and wildlife 
resources. He pointed out 
the SCE efforts to raise 
the fishermen’s aware-
ness of its regulations. 

Information Ministry Undersecretary Abdulrahman Mohammed Bahar received Counselor for Coopera-
tion and Cultural Action at the French Embassy Dominique Philippe Chastres. They discussed prospects 
of cooperation in the sectors of training, exchange of news and information, and transfer of technical 
expertise.

Works, Municipali-
ties Affairs and Ur-
ban Planning Minis-
try’s Undersecretary 
for Works Affairs 
Ahmed Abdulaziz 
Al-Khayyat met rep-
resentatives of the 
Saudi Fund for De-
velopment (SFD). 
They focused on 
the Tubli Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant 
Expansion which is 
funded by a grant 
within the GCC 
Development Pro-
gramme for Bahrain.

Southern Governor Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa honoured the Southern Governorate Police Directorate officers led by Director General Brigadier Hamad Ali Al Merri. The celebration was held at the Royal Academy of Police (RAP), in the presence of a large number of senior officers and Interior Ministry personnel. The honour is a tribute for the tremendous efforts and continuous cooperation between 
the Southern Governorate and the Police Directorate.

Labour and Social Development Minister Jameel Humaidan received writer and sport historian Hassan Saleh 
Al-Dosari who presented a copy of his two-volume book “Memorable Stars”. The book sheds light on the his-
tory of football in the Kingdom of Bahrain since 1922, focusing particularly on the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, 
illustrated with pictures of football icons.



Los Angeles

Actors Tom Cruise and 
John Travolta, who are 

members of the Church of 
Scientology, are reportedly 
competing for a high rank.

Brendan Tighe, who was 
a Scientologist for 30 years, 
claims he witnessed this 
rivalry where the two actors 
were competing for the 
position under leader of the 
church, David Miscavige, 
reports dailymail.co.uk.

“Cruise is the only 
celeb with a direct line to 
Miscavige. Travolta and 
Kirstie Alley don’t have 
that. Travolta doesn’t get 
anything free, no one is 
giving him absurd gifts 
like an airplane hangar, 
custom-made bikes or 
over the top favours,” said 
Tighe. (IANS) Los Angeles

Ahead of the premiere of “Avengers: 
Infinity War” later this month, 

actor Chris Evans has shared a rare 
videos of his 2014 Marvel Studios 
film “Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier” stunts.

“In honour of Infinity War coming 
out next week, here are a few videos I 
found from 2013 while prepping for 
The Winter Soldier,” Evans tweeted 
on Thursday, reports ew.com.

The first video seems to show 
his prep for Steve’s battle 

with a brainwashed Bucky 
(Sebastian Stan) on the 

streets of Washington. 
The footage that 
followed focused on 
Evans working out the 
fight choreography for his 
big elevator tussle. (IANS)

Los Angeles

Singer AJ McLean, who has been long 
associated with the pop vocal group 

the Backstreet Boys, has opened up about 
a solo project and said he wants to disrupt 
country music.

He had collaborated with country 
vocalists Florida Georgia Line in 2016 for 
the hit single “God, your mama, and me”. 
Entering into a new genre really inspired 
McLean.

“Doing that song with (FGL), ‘God, your 
mama, and me’, and then doing ‘Crossroads’ 
(show), the Smooth Tour, just kind of being 
submerged in the whole Nashville scene, 
was so inspiring to me,” McLean told 
etonline.com. (IANS)

Harry Styles. @Harry_Styles

A huge thank you to @Mabel for also being 

wonderful. To all the crew, and everyone 

involved, thank you. Australia, I’ll see you soon.
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Evans 
dives into 
‘Captain 
America’ 
archives

April 21, 1979

James McAvoy

Scottish actor who rose to prominence for his roles in 
Atonement, The Last King of Scotland and the X-Men 
series. In his television career, he has played roles in 
Frank Herbert’s Children of Dune and Shameless.
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London

‘Deadpool 2’ helmer 
David Leitch has 

been roped in to direct 
‘The Division’ starring 
Jessica Chastain and Jake 
Gyllenhaal. According 
to reports ‘Gold’ director 
Stephen Gaghan was 
previously attached to helm 
the video game adaptation, 
but has since left the project.

Based on the best-selling 
video game, the story is 
set in a near future where 
a pandemic virus is spread 
through a paper money on 
‘Black Friday’, decimating New 
York City and killing millions. 
By Christmas, what is left of 
society has descended into chaos. 
A group of civilians, trained to 
operate in catastrophic times, is 
activated in an attempt to save who 
and what remains. (PTI)
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The hypnotic “Gett: The 
Trial of Viviane Amsalem” 

is the story of a woman 
wronged by men and God, if 
finally, in a sense, redeemed 
by cinema. Under Israeli law, a 
woman can be divorced only if 
her husband presents her with 
a religious bill of divorce called 
a gett (sometimes spelled 
get). No gett, no divorce. The 
long-suffering title character 

desperately wants to be free of 
her husband, who refuses to 
let her go. So year after year, 
Viviane pleads her case before 
a rabbinic court, waiting for 
her divorce as days slip into 
weeks and then months, her 
pacific face glazed with tears 
and her body occasionally 
rocked by a laugh tinged 
with knowing and 
madness.

Viviane — brought to 
powerful life by Ronit 
Elkabetz with currents of 
humility and hauteur — is at 
once a fleshed-out character, 
a political metaphor, a shout 
to heaven and earth. The 
movie’s title brings to mind 
all those novels named after 
their protagonists, especially 

women with tribulations. 
(nytimes)

Gett: The Trial of 
Viviane Amsalem

Swedish DJ 
Avicii passes
away aged 28

Swedish-born producer and DJ known as Avicii has 
been found dead in Oman.

The musician - born Tim Bergling - was 28.
Avicii’s publicist Diana Baron confirmed the news in a 

statement that the DJ was in Muscat, Oman when he passed 
away.

“It is with profound sorrow that we announce the loss 
of Tim Bergling, also known as Avicii,” Baron said. “He 
was found dead in Muscat, Oman this Friday afternoon 
local time, April 20th. The family is devastated and we ask 
everyone to please respect their need for privacy in this 
difficult time. No further statements will be given.”

Avicii was known as a pioneer of the  Electronic Dance 
Movement.

He was one of the most successful DJs in the electronic 
music industry working with artists including Madonna, 
David Guetta and Lenny Kravitz.

Throughout his career, he took home  two MTV Music 
Awards, one Billboard Music Award and earned two 
Grammy nominations.

Just days before his death, Avicii was nominated for 
a Billboard Music Award for top dance/electronic album for 
his EP Avicii (01).

His biggest hits include “Le7els,” “Wake Me Up!,” “The 
Days,” and “You Make Me.

In 2016, Avicii retired from performing live after 
experiencing a variety of health problems including acute 
pancreatitis, partially due to drinking.

His last concert in Gulf was at Bahrain Grand Prix 
2016. Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa, Chief Executive of 
Bahrain International Circuit, at that time, said, “It is an 
honour for us to host Avicii for what will be his last ever 
concert in the region.”

Two years prior, he had his gallbladder and appendix 
removed, and he cancelled a series of tour dates in order to 
recover.

Despite retiring, he continued to make music in the 
studio.

Avicii’s official cause of death has not been revealed.
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HOW TO REACH US 
“Out & About’, a ready reckoner  for the events
taking place on the island.
To be included, please send the matter to the following
email ID : news@dt.bh

FRIDAY SPRING FAIR BRUNCH
Date:    Every Friday from April 6 until May 
11 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Venue: Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay

Spring fairs bring forth many exciting memories to 
mind. Expect fun, excitement, vivacious colours, 
floral fragrances and comfortable weather. Every 
Friday, Bahrain Bay Kitchen’s garden will be trans-
formed into a welcoming hive of activity. Lounge 
in the open air while indulging in new seasonally 
influenced dishes. Children’s hearts will be filled 
with a sense of delight as they enjoy plentiful fair-
style games and activities. Discover pony rides, 
Ping-Pong, darts and train rides. Throughout 
these Friday afternoons of indulgence, sip on 
a refreshing iced tea, chilled milkshake or your 
desired beverage. The Spring Fair Brunch is a nod 
to everything that inspires weekend bliss.

RE/IMAGINE YOUR SATURDAYS
Date: Every Saturday from
12:30 pm until 3:30 pm
Venue: re Asian Cuisine by 
Wolfgang Puck Asian

Four Seasons Hotel Bahrain Bay invites you to 
discover the perfect Saturday Brunch at re/Asian 
Cuisine by Wolfgang Puck. Soak in the immersive 
views from the 50th floor and feast on mouthwa-
tering Asian selections like Korean Fried Chicken 
Bao Buns, Wok Fried Shrimp Dumplings and 
Brisket Wontons for BD 19++.

26TH ANNUAL HERITAGE FESTIVAL - 
MEMORY OF MUHARRAQ

Date: 25 April - 5 May 2018, 5:00 - 9:30 pm
Venue: Events Tent By Arad Fort

Under the Patronage of his Majesty King Hamad 
Bin Isa AlKhalifa, the 26th Annual Bahrain 
Heritage Festival brings the island’s unique culture 
to the forefront and showcases the variety and 
diversity of local heritage. The festival portrays the 
theme of “Memory of Muharraq” which features 
exhibition spaces, craftsmen, workshops, food ven-
dors, and live traditional music. It also offers a 
chance to see some of Bahrain’s finest craftsmen 
at work. A balanced mixture of contemporary 
and traditional products at the souq which is sur-
rounded by Bahraini cafes and offers the visitor to 
experience flavours of the Kingdom.

DAR AL RIFFA AL-ODA
Date: 14 & 28 April 8:00pm
Venue: Dar Al Riffa Al-Oda

The Dar Al-Riffa Al-Oda will host a series of 
musical concerts that highlight the rich tapestry of 
Bahraini folk music. The newly inaugurated Dar 
Al-Riffa Al-Oda comprises of the conservation 
and rehabilitation of the existing original Dar in 
the old neighbourhood of East Riffa along with a 
contemporary extension that can accommodate 
larger performances and residency spaces, with 
the ultimate aim of enhancing Riffa’s intangible 
heritage and the folk singing specific to that area.

THE 13TH SPRING OF CULTURE FESTIVAL
Date: February – April 2018
Venue: Different Locations

The 13th edition of the Spring of Culture Festival 

brings with it a treasure trove of surprises that 
cover the different interests and tastes of the cul-
ture and art audience. Hosted by the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s numerous cultural institutions, historical 
sites and landmarks, the festival’s wide variety 
of events, programs and activities continue to 
build bridges of cultural communication between 
Bahrain and the rest of the whole world.
This year’s edition of the festival is part of the 
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities’ 
celebration of Muharraq, the Capital of Islamic 
Culture in 2018, in which it highlights the 
deep-rooted heritage and traditions of this ancient 
city, particularly the history of pearl diving, a 
glorious history whose details are revealed by the 
Pearling Trail, Bahrain’s second site to be inscribed 
as UNESCO World Heritage site.
The festival kicks off in conjunction with Arab 
Tourism Day, an initiative which was adopted 
when Manama was the 2013 Capital of Arab 
Tourism to mark the anniversary of the birth of the 
Arab traveler Ibn Battuta.

ART EXHIBITION
Date: 8th April to 22nd April
Venue: Albareh Art Gallery

Enchained Dyads showcases the works of Annie 
Kurkdjian, a Lebanese artist who has exhibited 
extensively in her home country and in France, 
Jordan, and Bahrain. Her art questions the grand 
themes of life and death through the topics of 
religion and eroticism and reflects on their current 
state far removed from their early beginnings as 
central to humanity. The exhibition will run from 
Sunday 8th April to 22nd April at Albareh Art 
Gallery. Time: Saturday-Thursday, 10am-2pm and 
4pm-8pm

EVENING CONVERSATION: “THE MAGIC OF 
NATURAL PEARLS”
Date: 30 April 2018, 7:00pm
Venue: Bin Matar House

In collaboration with the Pearling Path, the 
Parisian-based L’Ecole Van Cleef & Arpels brings 
together two pearl experts: Talal Mattar, a 6th gen-
eration pearl merchant from one of the oldest pearl 
merchant families in the Kingdom of Bahrain, and 
Olivier Segura, Director of the French Gemological 
Laboratory (LFG) and natural pearl expert, for an 
insightful discussion about this gem that has fasci-
nated civilizations since ancient times.

TRIBUTE TO THE TRINITY
Date: May 3
Venue: Bahrain Society of Engineers 
auditorium

‘Samarpan’, an entity formed by Carnatic musi-
cians in Bahrain seeks to promote Indian classical 
music. The upcoming program,  “Tribute to the 
Trinity” , the first ever in Bahrain, will be held on 
3rd of May at the Bahrain Society of Engineers 
auditorium at 7pm under the aegis of Convex 
Corporate Events.
The Trinity of South Indian classical music refers 
to the outstanding trio of composers  Thyagaraja 
Swamy,  Mutthuswamy Dikshitar and   Shyama 
Sastri. These 18th century contemporaries were 
prolific composers and are known for creating a 
new era in the history of South Indian classical 
music. To celebrate their genius, the local musi-
cians and students of music will be rendering 
renowned compositions of the trinity.



TOYOTA COROLLA
2009 model, White Color, 
138000 KMS, Passing 
until 2019,In good 
condition for BHD  1850
Contact: 33830591

TOYOTA YARIS
-Green Color.148000k KM, 
Passing until 2019 in good 
condition. 2nd Owner-  
B H D  1 5 5 0 .
Contact : 38185155

TOYOTA YARIS
Manual Shift,  White 
Color,  120000KM, Passing 
until 31-05-2018.Good 
condition BHD 1150.
Contact: 36294798

HONDA CIVIC
Blue Color, 200000KM, 
Passing until 31-08-2018.
Good condition, BHD 750.
Contact: 38185155

TOYOTA ECHO
Manual Gear, White 
Color, 200000 KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018 in good condition 
B H D  7 0 0 .
Contact :33830591

SPECIAL COACHING 
FOR MATHEMATICS, 
STATISTICS, PHYSICS 
& CHEMISTRY  for All 
Bachelors & Masters 
Programs including 
Engineering & Poly Technic 
for More details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L ,Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971, Website: 
www. ieecbahra in .com
Emai l :  in fo@
i e e c b a h r a i n . c o m

SAT, JEE &NEET 
PREPARATION IN 
BAHRAIN 
Regular NEET & IIT-JEE 
Coaching for XI & XII, 
Medical and Engineering 
Entrance Program Crash 
Course March-April18, 
NEET/JEE Intensive 
Training. Starts immediately 
after 12th Board Exam SAT-I 
& SAT-II Preparations .For 
more details & Admission 

Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L .Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971Website: www.
ieecbahrain.com Email: 
info@ieecbahrain.com

SMARTKIDS 

Everything we do is focused 
on your child’s well being 

Drawing and painting
Art & Craft 
Handwriting Improvement
Calligraphy
Abacus
Vedic math
Kinder Club
Henna Designing
Phonics 
Tuition
Music class - guitar / 
keyboard/ Flute 

Painting class for adults : 
watercoloring  / oil painting 
/ acrylic painting / warli / 
madhubani / Tanjore 
painting / reverse glass 
painting / 3D art / ceramic 
work / pot embossing 
/ coffee painting / kerala 
mural

Follow us 
https://www.facebook.com/
smartkidsatbahrain/
https:// instagram.com/
smartkids_academy

Further details 
please contact :33433595

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS(IIPA)
the pioneering and legally 
acclaimed Institution of 
its kind in Bahrain offers 
systematic classes in 
C a r n a t i c / H i n d u s t a n i ,
vocal , Bharathanatyam,
M o h i n i y a t t a m , 
K u c h i p u d i , K a t h a k , 
Violin, Keyboard, Guitar, 
Piano, Drawing/Painting. 
Transportaion available.
For Details call: 17231717,
Email:iipa@batelco.com.bh

INDIAN MUSIC AND 
ARTS CENTRE BAHRAIN 
,IMAC pioneers in the 
field of Music,Dance and 
Art trainings for a decade 
in the island ,offers a wide 
range of coaching classes 
for Music,Classical Dance, 
Cinematic dance,Western 
dance,
For details contact- 
77001508

WE DO OUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY @ 
REASONABLE PRICE 
WITH HIGH QUALITY 
HD CAMERA BY 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM.
For more Information 
Contact  us: 
Lensmagic Digital Studio
Shop 10 Block 326
Ozama Bin Zaid Avenue
Adliya Tel:17179172/ 
1 7 6 2 1 0 7 0 / 1 7 7 4 5 9 8 3
M o b : 3 9 9 4 3 1 1 6 

WHITE DRAGON PEST 
CONTROL
for eliminating Bed Bugs 
, Cockroaches, Contact  : 
39404821 , 17246181

HIGH BUILDING GATE 
CONSTRUCTION S.P.C 
(HBGC) 
Interior Design and 
Construction Company – 
Interior Decoration,Gypsum 
Plasterboard & Gypsum 
Decorative ceilings,Metal 
and ineral Fiber 
Ceilings,GRG Ceilings 
, Aluminum Ceilings 
Gypsum Partitions,Thermal 
Insulations, Wall Claddings 
and Parquet Flooring 
,Building Maintenance, 
Civil, Painting and 
Electrical works.Contact 
: 17540231 ,33477793 
, E m a i l : h b g c s p c @
g m a i l . c o m .

SHONEEZ MOTORS
We offer you the strongest 
offers for the New Year 
2018 with the latest models 
of new and old cars. Visit 
us and get your cars at 
the best prices and offers 
from BCFC. Visit us and 
get the chance to be one 
of the lucky winners with 
our latest promotions! 
Contact us on: 39668636 
-17556862,Address: Al 
Burhama , Rakan Center, 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block 354, Road 5447, 
Bldg 1974, Shop 18

ROSE PETALS
designer ladies boutique 
with unique collection for 
women such as Kurtis 
, ethnic wears, western 
designer gowns, branded 
leggings, patiala, palazzo 
pants also has a  wide 
range of fabrics and custom 
made stitching for ladies 
and kids available. for more 
info contact 77334499

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICE
Car washing, lubricants 
change, all kinds of 
repairs, computer 
diagnostic, BG services. Al 
hajjiyath, Riffa :17760042

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICES
Car detailing, window 

tinting, seat upholstery, paint 
protection film, A/C works, 
Al hajjiyath, Riffa 17009275

ROHITH CAR SERVICES 
Car washing, all kinds of 
lubricants, flushing service 
. Mameer, Sitra road
1 7 7 0 0 5 6 6

AL TAHALIF 
CONTRACTING
All kinds of Civil works 
includes Electrical , 
Mechanical and Plumbing. 
Contact : 39656092

MAGNUM IMPRINT W.L.L. 
Large format digital 
printing. All kind of sign 
boards, graphic designs, 
exhibition works, branding, 
screen printing, and 
vinyl graphics .Contact 
33856330, 39887088
Blue Sea International 
Company W.L.L.  Our 
Services: Air / Sea / Land 
Freight. Contact : 35907141

FILTER AQUAPRO 
BAHRAIN TRADING 
W.L.L 
Direct wholesale of factory 
tools and commodities for 
the first time in Bahrain, 
Authorized Factory outlet 
in Bahrain. Branch office 
of Aquapro Taiwan . For 
more info 
contact - 38852025,  
17326744
NEW OPTICAL HOUSE
EYE TESTING AVAILABLE, 
QUALITY EYE WEARS, 
SUN GLASSES AND 
P R E S C R I P T I O N 
EYE GLASSES
 AT UNBEATABLE 
P R I C E . . ! ! ! W O R K I N G 
HOURS 9 AM -12.30 
PM 4PM -8.00 PM
C o n t a c t  : 
39870066 ,17210977 ,
Email: newopticalhouse@
y a h o o . c o m

FULL BUILDING 
AVALIABLE FOR STAFF / 
LABOR ACCOMADATION 
in various parts of bahrain. 
The building can be 
given as  fully furnished, 
semi-furnished and 
unfurnished. Also we help 
clients to get housing 
furnished semi-furnishedor 
unfurnished flats according 
to their budget. For 
further information plz call 
38251219.

LOOKING FOR corporate 
office space for Group 
of Companies with 8 
CR, 100sq-mtr each.
Contact : 17579918
FOR RENT

Warehouses, Stores, 
Workshops, Factories, 
Restaurants, Office Flats, 
Villas, Labour & Staff 
accommodation, Family 
flats, apartments and 
Villas - for inquiries call 
or Whatsapp 39802442

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Semi, Full and un furnished 
flats, villas, apartments 
and commercial properties 
in um Al Hassam, Adliya, 
Mahooz, Segaya, Gufool, 
Juffair, Hoora - call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

GEETHANJALI 4WALLS 
Sq Feet 6,500 + 3,250 tile 
area
- Tress Work completed
- Electricity and water 
connection taken
- Roca company furnished
- Build inn cupboards 
- 15,000 liter rain water 
storage
- Place kangarapady near  
medical college, Kakkanad, 
Kochi
Contact :
Bahrain- +97338444687
India- +91 98461 44280

LOOKING FOR
a keralite experienced 
AC technician with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact  : 
39997696 , 36997471

CAR SHOW ROOM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
SECURITY MAN
with experience .Send CV 
to suitablejobforme@gmail.
com 

CASHIERS
WAITING STAFF
ACCOUNTANTS
required for leading hotel 
group in Bahrain.
For Details 
Email : 
job_101@habaragroup.com

LOOKING FOR AN 
EXPERIENCED AC 
TECHNICIAN with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto Technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact : 
39997696, 36997471 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
FOR NEWLY OPENED 
BEAUTY SALOON
• Hair Stylist
• General Makeup Artist 
(Nail, Eyebrows, Facial)
• Manicure and pedicure . 
Preferably Filipinos.
Attracted Salary , 
Accomadation &Visa will be 
provided.
For more details please 
contact 33490557, 
33428841
TILING AND 
PLASTERING
contractor for two 7,700 sq 
m jobs, urgently needed.  
Contact James 17728340

URGENTLY REQUIRED
an experianced Play 
school teacher.
Any Nationality
Contact:  66639630
396214785

Looking for an 
experienced staff 
for our laundry shop. 
Contact-33199221

SALES &MARKETING 
PROFESSIONAL – 
LUBRICANTS& GREASE

Location: Oman
Requirement: 1no.
Qualification: Graduate in 
Business Management/
Marketing
Experience:
- Should have 
6-8years’ experience in 
Sales & Marketing of 
Automotive & Industrial 
Lubricants.
- Should be 
capable of maintaining 
right inventory levels, 
stock/sales ratio, adding 
new clients on regular 
basis.
- Young, dynamic 
and willing to take up 
tough challenges to 
achieve success in highly 
competitive market.
- Middle East 
work experience will be 
advantageous but not 
mandatory.
Salary& benefits: 
Remuneration will 
commensurate as per 
experience.
Contact NO: 
+91 85890 96697,  
email:
jobhubchennai@gmail.com

JOB TITLE: 
SERVICE MANAGER 
- PUMPS, GENSETS, 
TANKS & ALLIED 

EQUIPMENT
DEPARTMENT:FLUID 
ENGINEERING

Reporting to: HOD
Education: Electrical/
Mechanical Engineering 
background
Requirement: 1 no.
Age: 35-40 years
Location: Muscat, Oman
Experience:
Minimum 6-8 years in 
Managerial role, Must have 
hands-on experience on 
testing/commissioning/
trouble shooting/servicing/
repairs of small/medium/
large pump sets of various 
types in Water/Wastewater 
field. 
Should be capable of 
effectively leading a large 
team of Service engineers/
Technicians/Supervisors/
Work-shop. 
Should have high aptitude 
for customer service & 
ability to win over the 
clients by effective after 
sales service. 
Hands-on experience on 
Gensets would be added 
advantage.
Oman/GCC experience & 
driving license would also 
be added advantage.
Salary:R.O 750 – 850/-  C
Accommodation + Family 
status + Annual tickets + 
Medical + Gratuity etc as per 
the rules of the country.

Contact NO: 
+91 85890 96697,  
email:
jobhubchennai@gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
ACCA Trainer (Full/Part 
time) for a reputed institute. 
Please send your CV at 
bahrainacca@gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
Tutors for All subjects 
(CBSE / British 
Curriculum). Please send 
your CV at tutorsbahrain@
gmail.com

WANTED Experienced 
Faculty for All India 
Entrance Exams (NEET, 
JEE, CAT, CMAT, Medical 
etc ). Competitive package 
& visa. Please send your 
CV at coachingbah@gmail.
com

Classifieds 
Reaching the right audience

classifieds@dt.bh
www.newsofbahrain.com

38444692
17579914
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LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
column centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
 4 for the Price of 3
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Are you having problems with the lighting 
or heating in your home? If so, you might 
not be able to get a professional out today. 
There could be problems in the entire 
neighbourhood. You might have to get out 
the candles and flashlights to get you through 
the evening. Don’t let this throw you. It’s a 
minor inconvenience that will be fixed soon. 

A friend or neighbour you need to contact could 
be in and out all day, and so you could have 
trouble reaching him or her. Phone or email 
probably won’t work, since your friend could 
be too busy to check messages. The best way 
to make contact might be to hop in the car and 
drive to wherever they might be. Take the side 
streets, however. 

This probably isn’t a good day to do work that 
concerns money. Your mind may not be in the 
right space. You could make errors that cause 
problems. If possible, also avoid working on any 
kind of creative project, since your mind might 
not be very clear and you won’t be happy with 
results. However, this is a great day for routine 
work that doesn’t require much concentration.

A lost object could have all the members of 
your household going through every room 
trying to find it - probably without success. 
Visitors could pitch in as well and help with 
the search. The item is probably in a fairly large 
room that everybody uses, probably among 
other objects. 

This could be a very busy day in your 
community. Some kind of rally, protest, or other 
public gathering might take place. If you attend, 
you may not hear much because of all the noise, 
and the event could seem disorganized at best. 
It could also render traffic impossible! If you 
can, stay home today. Going out could be more 
trouble than it’s worth. 

A future course of action that you may or 
may not take could depend on information 
you might receive today. However, don’t be 
surprised if the information is vague and needs 
to be clarified. On top of it all, you might not be 
able to reach the person who can clear it up for 
you! Hang in there. You’ll want to make up your 
mind as soon as possible.

Are you unhappy or uncertain about your 
current profession? Are you thinking of 
making a change? News could reach you 
today of possible avenues to explore, but you 
shouldn’t make any decision today. Your mind 
isn’t as objective as it should be. Think about 
it, by all means, but wait a day or two before 
giving serious consideration to anything vital.

Your natural psychic or intuitive abilities could 
be short-circuited today. Interference from the 
minds of other people could cloud issues, and 
this won’t do you any good. Your imaginative 
faculties could be rather garbled as well. The 
best possible advice would be to take the day 
for your own needs. You can go back to your 
usual routine tomorrow.

Staying in touch with a love partner could be 
difficult today, almost to the point of causing 
a minor panic. Don’t jump to any unwarranted 
conclusions about problems in the relationship. 
What’s causing the silence is probably beyond 
your friend’s control, and could well be related 
to sudden crises, or possibly something as 
mundane as a computer breakdown. 

The atmosphere around you could seem 
somewhat unreal today. If you get a weird vibe 
from someone, take everything this person 
says with a grain of salt. He or she has an 
agenda and isn’t above distorting the truth to 
achieve it. If what they say doesn’t affect you, 
don’t worry about it. If it does, take pains to 
learn the facts before acting on it. 

Communication could take some extra effort 
today. A business or romantic partner could 
seem like they’re keeping things from you. 
You might get some uneasy vibes and wonder 
if there’s trouble with your partnership. Don’t 
be afraid to ask. Your friend probably won’t 
tell you what the problem is, but will reassure 
you that it has nothing to do with you. If so, it 
isn’t your business. Let it go.
Messages from a distant state or foreign country, 
possibly through fax, email, or website, might 
not be totally accurate. If any information 
presented in this fashion sets off an alarm bell in 
your head, be sure to do some research on your 
own and check the facts. Don’t accept any news 
at face value. The lines of human and technical 
communication are definitely out of whack.

1- Prepares for publication or release; 6- Capital of Yemen; 10- Male 
deer; 14- Gymnast Comaneci; 15- Hot times abroad; 16- Knitting 
stitch; 17- Bellowing; 18- Sheltered, at sea; 19- Prefix with meter; 
20- Angry dispute; 23- Human mind; 27- Station; 28- Jacob’s first 
wife; 29- Former New York senator; 34- Attorney-___; 36- Spanish 
Mister; 37- Chou En-___; 40- In spite of; 43- Santa ___, Calif.; 44- City 
in Tuscany; 45- Conductor Georg; 46- Gift recipients; 48- Mtn. stat; 
49- Alamogordo’s county; 53- Cherry red; 55- Viral disease of rabbits; 
60- Choir member; 61- Broccoli ___ (leafy vegetable); 62- Sycophant; 
67- “His and ___”; 68- More than one female sheep; 69- Host; 70- I 
smell ___!; 71- ___ sow, so shall...; 72- Movie critic Roger; 
 

1- Bambi’s aunt; 2- ___ es Salaam; 3- Altar words; 4- Spanish aunt; 
5- Mother of Isaac; 6- Chair; 7- Salt tree; 8- Not e’en once; 9- Just 
___!; 10- Sudden outpouring; 11- Cup-shaped flower; 12- Threepio’s 
buddy; 13- Reflect; 21- Spearheaded; 22- Decorates; 23- Primary 
strategy; 24- Attack; 25- Seaport in the Crimea; 26- Tobacco plug; 
30- White as a ghost; 31- Intervening, in law; 32- Architectural piers; 
33- Get thee ___ nunnery; 35- Sagacity; 37- Actress Palmer; 38- Pays 
to play; 39- Uncle!; 41- Juan’s uncle; 42- Active one; 47- Chem. or 
biol.; 49- D-Day beach; 50- President before Polk; 51- More; 52- Perch; 
54- Cosmetician Lauder; 56- Calculus calculation; 57- Shooting mar-
bles; 58- Follow orders; 59- Zaire’s Mobutu ___ Seko; 63- Fed. fiscal 
agency; 64- Whiz; 65- ___ Rosenkavalier; 66- Are we there ___?;

BEETLE BAILEY R



      a #PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

Saturday, April 21, 2018 19

New York

A Liberian former warlord 
whose forces committed 

atrocities including murders 
and cannibalism during 
the country’s civil war was 
sentenced Thursday to 30 
years in US prison – for 
immigration-related fraud 
and perjury.

Nicknamed “Jungle 
Jabbah”, 51-year-old 
Mohammed Jabateh 
commanded the “United 

Liberation Movement of 
Liberia for Democracy” 
(ULIMO) and later ULIMO-K 
rebel groups, which 
engaged in killings, rapes, 
mutilation and cannibalism 
during Liberia’s 1989-2003 
civil war, according to  
prosecutors.

Jabateh was arrested in 
March 2016. He had been 
living quietly in the suburbs 
of Delaware County, 
Philadelphia. (AFP)

Littleton, Colo. 

Thousands of students 
across the United States 

marked the 19th anniversary 
of the massacre at Columbine 
High School yesterday 
by walking out of classes, 
in a show of unity aimed 
at pressuring politicians 
to enact tighter gun  
restrictions.

Students from more  
than 2,600 schools and 
institutions walked out of 
class at 10:00 a.m. local time. 
They wore orange, a colour 
that has come to represent 
the movement against gun 

violence, and to observe a 
13-second silence in honour 
of the victims killed at 
Columbine.

“This movement is here to 
stay. No more excuses. We 
want solutions,” organizers 
said on Thursday on 
Facebook.

On April 20, 1999, two 
Columbine seniors rampaged 
through their school, killing 
12 of their classmates and 
a teacher before committing 
suicide. Since then, mass 
shootings have occurred with 
shocking frequency across 
the United States. (Reuters) 

Shanghai

Visitors to a zoo in 
southeastern China 

killed one kangaroo and 
injured another by throwing 
bricks at them in an attempt 
to get a reaction from the 
big marsupials, state media 
reported.

A 12-year-old female 
kangaroo suffered a 
severely injured foot when 
it was struck by bricks 
and concrete chunks on 
February 28 at the Fuzhou 
Zoo in Fujian province, 

China Central Television  
reported.

The kangaroo died days 
later and an examination 
by a veterinarian revealed 
that the cause of death was 
likely a ruptured kidney 
caused by being struck by the 
projectiles.

A few weeks later, a five-
year-old male kangaroo at 
the same zoo was slightly 
injured in a similar way, 
said the report posted on 
the network’s website late on 
Thursday. (AFP)

Liberia warlord ‘Jungle 
Jabbah’ jailed for 30 years

German police 
defuse WW2 bomb

Bomb disposal experts 
defused a World War Two 
bomb in Berlin after evacuat-
ing an area in the heart of 
Berlin including the central 
train station, a hospital and 
the Economy Ministry.

Five civilians were killed 
after a roadside bomb 
planted by militants struck 
a vehicle in Afghanistan’s 
Nangarhar province.

The king of Swaziland, Africa’s 
last absolute monarchy, has 
announced that his country 
has changed its name to the 
Kingdom of eSwatini to mark 
50 years since independence 
from British rule.

US President Donald Trump 
will not attend funeral service 
for former First Lady Barbara 
Bush to “avoid disruptions” 
and out of respect for her 
family as well as friends.

Roadside bomb 
kills 5 in Afghanistan 

King renames 
Swaziland as ‘eSwatini’

Trump won’t attend 
Barbara Bush’s funeral 

“The governments of China, 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea 
violate the human rights of those 
within their borders on a daily 
basis and are forces of instability 
as a result”

John Sullivan
US acting Secretary of State  

Do you think the current 
protests by students are not 
enough to pressurise the US 
government to bring tighter 
gun restrictions?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Students to walk out across 
US in call for gun reform

Brick-throwing China 
zoo-goers kill kangaroo

Youths take part in a National School Walkout anti-gun 
march in New York City, New York

Paris

A hole in the skull of a 
Stone Age cow was 

likely made by humans about 
5,000 years ago, probably by 
a primitive veterinarian or 
trainee surgeon, scientists said  
Thursday.

The hole appears to have 
been painstakingly carved into 
the animal’s head, but whether 
it was an operation to save the 
cow or practice for surgery on 
humans, was not clear, a duo of 
anthropologists reported in the 
journal Scientific Reports.

Either way, the puncture 
does seem to represent the 
earliest known example of 
veterinary “trepanation” -- the 
boring of a hole into the skull, 
they said.

“There are many Neolithic 
(human) skulls in Europe which 
bear the marks of trepanation. 
But we have never seen it in 

animals,” co-author Fernando 
Ramirez Rozzi of France’s 
CNRS research institute told 
AFP. (AFP)

Holey cow! Evidence of Stone 
Age veterinary ‘surgery’

A 3D reconstruction of the Stone Age cow’s skull, showing inter-
nally and externally the hole produced by trepanation

Seoul

North and South Korea 
installed the first-ever 

telephone hotline between 
their leaders yesterday as they 
prepare for a rare summit 
next week aimed at resolving 
the nuclear standoff with 
Pyongyang.

South Korea’s presidential 
office said a successful test call 
was conducted on the hotline 
between Seoul’s presidential 
Blue House and Pyongyang’s 
powerful State Affairs 
Commission.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un plan to 
make their first telephone 
conversation sometime before 

their face-to-face meeting next 
Friday at the border truce 
village of Panmunjom.

South Korean officials say 
the hotline, which will be 
maintained after the summit, 
will help facilitate dialogue 
and reduce misunderstanding 
during times of tension.

“The historic direct 
telephone line between the 
leaders of the South and 
North was connected a short 
while ago,” South Korean 
presidential official Youn 
Kun Young said in a news  
briefing.

“The test call went on for 
4 minutes and 19 seconds 
starting at 3:41 p.m. with 
(officials from) both sides 

speaking to each other ... The 
connection was smooth and 
the voice quality was very good. 
It was like calling next door,” 
he said.

Kim, a third-generation 
dictator, is the chairman of 
the State Affairs Commission, 
North Korea’s supreme 
decision-making institution 
that was created in 2016 to 
replace the National Defence 
Commission he inherited from 
his father. 

The new body includes 
the country’s most powerful 
individuals in state, military 
and party affairs and is seen as 
crucial for Kim to consolidate 
his power and centralize 
governance. (AP) 

Korea leaders 
set up hotline

An official from South Korean President Blue House talks on the phone with North Korea side for 
a hotline test at the presidential Blue House in Seoul



London

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger is to stand 
down at the end of the season after a reign 

of almost 22 years during which he redefined 
the Premier League club and became their 
most successful boss.

The longest-serving current manager in 
English soccer, with 1228 games in charge, 
had faced increasing criticism from fans, 
however, for the Gunners’ failure to sustain a 

serious title challenge in recent seasons.
“After careful consideration and following 

discussions with the club, I feel it is the right 
time for me to step down at the end of the 

season,” the 68-year-old Frenchman 
said in a statement issued by the club 

on Friday.
“I am grateful for 
having had the 

privilege to serve 
the club for so 
many memorable 
years. I managed 
the club with full 
c o m m i t m e n t 
and integrity,” 
added Wenger, 
who urged the 
fans to stand 
behind the team 
and end the 
season on a high.

W e n g e r 
signed a two-
year contract 
extension in 
2017 and had 
said he planned 
to see it out 
despite calls 
for him to be 

replaced.
“My personal 

situation is not so 
much my worry at the 

moment,” he had told 
reporters on Thursday 
when asked about his 
future.

“My worry is 
to transform a 
season with many 
disappointments 
away from home 
into a success, 
and that’s what 
matters to me.”

The Gunners 
are a distant sixth 
in the league, 14 
points adrift of 
fourth-placed 

North London rivals Tottenham Hotspur with 
five games remaining.

They are also in the semi-finals of the Europa 
League, a tournament which represents their 
only realistic route to the lucrative Champions 
League next season.

The club said a successor would be appointed 
as soon as possible with German Thomas 
Tuchel, out of work since leaving Borussia 
Dortmund almost a year ago, installed as one 
of the early bookmakers’ favourites.

Difficult Day
Arsenal’s majority owner Stan Kroenke said 
it was “one of the most difficult days we have 
ever had in all our years in sport.”

“One of the main reasons we got involved 
with Arsenal was because of what Arsene has 
brought to the club on and off the pitch,” he 
said. “His longevity and consistency over such 
a sustained period at the highest level of the 
game will never be matched.”

Wenger was virtually unknown to many 
fans when he arrived from Japan’s Nagoya 
Grampus Eight to take charge at the old 
Highbury ground at a time when foreign 
managers were still a rarity.

“Arsene Who?,” read one banner.
They soon found out who he was and what 

he stood for — with diets, training methods 
and playing style all overhauled and a new 
ethos installed. The chants of ‘boring, boring 
Arsenal’, heard as much from frustrated 
Arsenal fans as rival supporters in the early 
1990s, became ironic and Wenger was hailed 
as a ‘miracle worker’ and visionary.

Together, they won three Premier League 
titles — including in 2003-04 when his 
‘Invincibles’ went unbeaten for an entire 
season — and seven FA Cups. He took Arsenal 
into the Champions League for 20 years in a 
row. They won the league and FA cup double 
in 1998 and 2002.

Greatest Manager 
News of his decision drew a flood of tributes 
and reaction from throughout the game.

“He is above Herbert Chapman and all of the 
guys who won trophies,” former goalkeeper 
Bob Wilson told the BBC, adding that he was 
“shell-shocked” by the news.

“Arsene is not only the greatest manager in 
Arsenal’s history, he has personally changed 
the face of the game in this country.”

Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho, 
who once derided Wenger as “a specialist in 
failure”, paid tribute to his old rival and said 
he hoped he stayed in football.

Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp said he 
respected the decision and hailed Wenger 
as an “outstanding personality” and hugely 
influential. (Reuters)

Saturday, April 21, 2018 SPORTS20

LIST OF MANAGERIAL 
HONOURS

AS Monaco (France)
Ligue 1: 1987-88
Coupe de France: 1990-91
Nagoya Grampus Eight (Japan)
Emperor’s Cup: 1995
J-League Super Cup: 1996
Arsenal (England)
Premier League: 1997–98, 
2001–02, 2003–04
FA Cup: 1997–98, 2001–02, 
2002–03, 2004–05, 2013–14, 
2014–15, 2016–17
FA Community Shield: 1998, 
1999, 2002, 2004, 2014, 2015, 
2017

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL HONOURS
Premier League Manager of 
the Season: 1998, 2002, 2004

THE WINNERS THE LOSERS

 The changing face of Wenger at Arsenal (Pic courtesy: theguardian)

Aresne 
Wenger 
leaving 
Arsenal



London

Victor Moses was the 
match-winner as Chelsea 

eased the pressure on London 
rivals Arsenal by denting 
Burnley’s surge for sixth 
place.

The Clarets kicked off at 
Turf Moor on the back of 
a five-match winning run, 
knowing a sixth would see 
them leapfrog the Gunners 
and bring the prospect of 
guaranteed Europa League 
football within touching 
distance.

But Moses produced the 
first-half cross which spawned 
Kevin Long’s own-goal then 
drilled home a decisive low 
shot to make it 2-1 after 
Ashley Barnes had equalised 
by unintentionally deflecting 
a Johann Berg Gudmundsson 
shot.

Burnley, whose stellar 
season began with an 
opening day victory at 
Stamford Bridge, still 
have a chance to see 
more regular Thursday 
night football by 
finishing seventh, while 
three points ensured 
the Blues had fair 
reason to toast Antonio 
Conte’s 100th game in 
charge.

Alvaro Morata 
looked unlikely to join 
in any celebrations 
though, missing a sitter 
at 1-0 and fuming when 
he was replaced by Eden 

Hazard.
Conte, three days before 

his side’s FA Cup semifinal, 
made six changes from the 
side which beat Southampton 
at the weekend

There was a starting shirt 
for Olivier Giroud, and with 
it the chance to break the 
super-sub mould which has 
followed him from Arsenal, 
and a first Premier League 
start for Emerson Palmieri.

The £17.5 million signing 
from Roma has been kept to 
just 105 minutes since his 
January arrival and was quick 
t o shake off the 

c o b w e b s 
with a 
h a n d f u l 
of testing 
c r o s s e s 

from the left wing-back slot.
Chelsea’s old-fashioned 

front two of Giroud and 
Morata were also into the 
game early, the Frenchman 
with an early penalty appeal 
against Long and Morata 
denied by Nick Pope at the 
near post.

Burnley’s resistance lasted 
20 minutes but broke when 
Gary Cahill’s long ball from 
defence found Moses on the 
charge.

He cushioned the ball on 
his chest, shook off Stephen 
Ward and pinged a cross into 
the six-yard box.

Pope failed to intercept 
and Long, mindful of Giroud 
lurking over his shoulder, 
bundled untidily into his own 
net.

The hosts briefly threatened 
to fight their way back into 
the game on the half-hour, 
but a period of prolonged 
adventure yielded nothing 
more than a half-chance for 
Barnes.

It was much the same story 
for the first 10 minutes of 
the second half, the Clarets 
winning the battle for 
territory but failing to test 
Thibaut Courtois.

Having absorbed the 
pressure, N’Golo 
Kante set Chelsea 

off on a classic 
counter-attack by 
sweeping the ball 
directly into 
the path of the 

Morata on 
h a l f w a y . 

( P A 
Sport)
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Champions League
semi-final draw
Real Madrid, hoping to claim
their third successive title, clash
with European heavyweights
Bayern Munich, while Liverpool
face surprise semi-finalists Roma

Real Madrid ESP
2017: Winner
Best: 12-time winner

Bayern Munich GER
2017: Quarter-final
Best: 5-time winner

Head-to-head: W11-D2-L11

Roma ITA
2017: Did not play
Best: Final 1984

Liverpool ENG
2017: Did not play
Best: 5-time winner

Head-to-head: W2-D2-L1

1st leg: Apr 24 / 25 2nd leg: May 1 / 2

FINAL: May 26, Olympic Stadium, Kyiv

Manchester City’s Aguero should be 
ready for World Cup: Guardiola
London

Manchester City striker Sergio 
Aguero will be out of action 

for up to five weeks but he should 
be ready for the World Cup with 
Argentina, manager Pep Guardiola 
said yesterday.

The 29-year-old is recovering 
from knee surgery having not 
started a match for the last six weeks. 
When asked if Aguero’s season with 
City was over, Guardiola said: “Here, 
yeah. It’s four or five weeks (out). 
We will try and get him ready for the 
World Cup.

“He is in Barcelona right now, for 
the first part of the rehabilitation he 
is going to be there.”

Aguero is expected to be a key 
figure for Argentina, who play their 
opening World Cup match against 
Iceland on June 16.

City were crowned Premier 
League champions last weekend 

and Guardiola wants his team to 
break records before the end of the 
campaign.

They could finish with the most 
points, most wins and most goals in 
a single Premier League season and 
the Spanish manager remains keen 

to keep his players motivated ahead 
of Sunday’s clash with Swansea City.

“In the past when I won the 
league early at Bayern Munich 
and Barcelona, the next few games 
were not good,” Guardiola added. 
(Reuters)

Chelsea edge past 
Burnley F.C, 2-1

Southampton draw 
with Leicester City

Leicester City

Southampton halted their 
losing run but a goalless 

draw at Leicester City does 
little for their Premier League 
survival hopes.

Saints arrived at the King 
Power Stadium five points 
adrift of safety with five 
matches remaining, following 
four straight league defeats.

It is not exactly mission 
impossible for Mark Hughes’ 
team as club’s have survived 
from the position they are in, 
or worse, on four occasions 
in Premier League history.

Whether Southampton 
can join Bradford (1999-00), 
West Ham (2006-07), Fulham 
(2007-08) and Sunderland 
(2013-14) remains to be seen.

The stalemate also halted 
back-to-back losses for 
Leicester.

Foxes boss Claude Puel, 
against his former club, made 
five changes following the 
defeat at Burnley. Captain 
Wes Morgan and Danny 
Simpson dropped down to 
the bench as Aleksandar 
Dragovic and Marc 
Albrighton were preferred 
at centre-half and right-
back, respectively. Injuries to 

Kasper Schmeichel and Shinji 
Okzaki meant opportunities 
for Ben Hamer and Kelechi 
Iheanacho, while midfielder 
Wilfred Ndidi returned from 
suspension at the expense of 
Hamza Choudhury.

Southampton were 
unchanged from the team 
that lost to Chelsea, despite 
an FA Cup semifinal against 
the same opponents just 
three days away.

Leicester threatened 
twice inside the opening 
quarter hour. Riyad Mahrez, 
Iheanacho and Jamie Vardy, 
given the armband in 
Morgan’s absence, moved the 
ball quickly on the edge of the 
penalty area before Mahrez’s 
low shot was smothered by 
Alex McCarthy.

Some more lovely one-
touch football then saw 
Iheanacho curl an effort 
narrowly wide, with 
McCarthy rooted to the spot, 
after his initial scuffed shot 
was blocked. Southampton’s 
first opening came shortly 
afterwards when Dusan 
Tadic’s half-volley flew just 
past the post, this time it was 
Hamer’s turn to just watch 
and hope. (PA Sport)

Ben Hamer blocks Shane Long’s close-
range effort (Pic courtesy: theguardian)

Victor Moses celebrates 
with teammates after scor-
ing Chelsea’s second 
(Pic courtesy: theguardian)

Pep Guardiola (file pic)
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© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: FIA *Individual entries contest drivers’ title but do not claim team points

FIA World Rallycross Championship teams
Six two-car teams and three individual entries will contest all 12 rounds

of this season’s World Rallycross Championship
EKS AUDI Audi S1

Engine: 580bhpDrivers:
Mattias Ekström
SWE
Andreas
Bakkerud
NOR
GC KOMPETITION Renault

Mégane RSGuerlain Chicherit
FRA
Jérôme
Grosset-Janin
FRA
GRX TANECO Hyundai i20
Niclas Grönholm
FIN
Timur
Timerzyanov
RUS

OLSBERGS MSE Ford Fiesta

Ford Fiesta

Kevin Eriksson
SWE
Robin Larsson
SWE

PSRX
VOLKSWAGEN Volkswagen Polo R

Petter Solberg
NOR
Johan
Kristoffersson
SWE
PEUGEOT TOTAL Peugeot 208
Sébastien Loeb
FRA
Timmy Hansen
SWE
Kevin Hansen*
SWE
SÉBASTIEN
LOEB RACING Peugeot 208

Grégoire
Demoustier*
BEL

STARD
(Stohl Advanced
Research and
Development)
Jānis Baumanis*
LAT

Kuala Lumpur

Manny Pacquiao believes 
he has “a couple more 

fights” left in him before he 
retires, starting with his first 
contest for more than a year 
when he faces Argentine WBA 
welterweight world champion 
Lucas Matthysse in Kuala 
Lumpur this July.

“Definitely this is not 
my last fight,” the 39-year-
old Filipino said at a news 
conference in the Malaysian 
capital yesterday to promote 
the fight.

“I want my last fight to be 
in the Philippines, but I still 
have a couple more fights till I 
retire,” said the former eight-
division world champion 
and serving senator in his 
homeland.

Pacquiao, who returns to 
action for the first time since 
losing on points to Australian 
Jeff Horn in Brisbane last 
July, said he expected the July 
15 bout at the Axiata Arena to 
be “a real boxing fight”.

“Matthysse’s style is very 

aggressive. He’ll want to come 
inside and fight toe-to-toe. You 
won’t see running or dancing 
in the ring,” said Pacquiao, 
who has a 59-7-2 record with 
four of those losses coming in 
his last nine fights.

Matthysse (39-4), who 

will be making his first title 
defence, said he expected a 
“big fight” but believed he had 
what it took to keep his WBA 
welterweight crown.

“I’m a pretty big puncher 
with both hands,” said the 
35-year-old Matthysse, who 

beat Thailand’s Tewa Kiram 
with an eighth round knockout 
to claim the vacant title in 
January.

“But more importantly 
my conditioning... gives me 
confidence to win this fight,” 
he said. (Reuters)

Pacquiao targets 
more bouts in KL 

Manny Pacquiao and Lucas Matthysse (R) (Pic courtesy: theguardian)

London

Heather Watson will play world 
number 22 Naomi Osaka in the 

opening match of Great Britain’s Fed Cup 
World Group II play-off tie with Japan.

Watson plays the Japanese number 
one, who is 55 places higher in the world 
rankings, on Saturday.

British number one Johanna Konta 
faces world number 100 Kurumi Nara in 
Saturday’s second singles.

GB will be promoted to the World 
Group for the first time since 1993 if they 
beat their hosts this weekend.

Osaka won the Indian Wells title 
last month and is the highest-ranked 

player on either team, one place above  
Konta.

Konta and Watson are joined in the GB 
team by doubles specialist Anna Smith and 
debutante Gabi Taylor.

The doubles rubber and the reverse 
singles rubbers take place on Sunday. 
(BBC)

Fed Cup: GB’s Watson 
to play Japan’s Osaka

London

Eddie Hearn says he is in 
negotiations to secure a 

fight between Dillian Whyte 
and Kubrat Pulev this summer. 

Former British champion 
Whyte and Bulgarian fighter 
Pulev are set to lock horns on 
July 21 in a final eliminator for 
Anthony Joshua’s IBF world 
heavyweight title.

And if WBC champion 
Deontay Wilder fails to accept 
the offer on the table for a 
unification fight with AJ in 
September, Hearn says the 
winner will be next in line for 
a world title shot.

Speaking to Sky Sports, 
Hearn said: “There is talk of 
Dillian Whyte boxing in July.

“The 21st is a potential date 
for Dillian Whyte, but still, we 
have to look to agree terms 
with Kubrat Pulev, promoter 
Kalle Sauerland, and his team.

“That will be an eliminator 
for Anthony Joshua.

“Dillian Whyte is back from 
his rest, his hand has healed up, 
and he wants to go again. Every 

chance Dillian will box in July.”
Whyte, 30, is the number 

one ranked challenger 
with the WBC belt held by 
American star Wilder, after 
his demolishing performance 
against Lucas Browne.

But he is yet to get the shot 
against the Bronze Bomber he 
has been pushing for, and now 
Hearn says the Londoner is 
just one fight away from being 
number one with the IBF as 
well. (thesun.co.uk)

Dillian Whyte in talks 
to face Kubrat Pulev

Heather Watson (file pic) Naomi Osaka (file pic) 

Dillian Whyte (file pic)



London

Robert Kubica says 2016 Formula 1 
world champion Nico Rosberg has 

taken a step back from being part of his 
management team.

Rosberg took an active role in 
helping lead negotiations for Kubica 
with Williams as the team 
pondered a replacement 
for Felipe Massa.

In the end, Williams 
opted for Sergey Sirotkin 
and Kubica was handed 
a reserve driver role for 
this year.

With the situation having 
been settled, and Rosberg 
working on other business 
activities that includes 
investment in Formula 
E, Kubica said the 
pair’s working 
relationship has 
changed.

“We did have a close work together at 
the end of last year, and we are in a good 
relationship, but for now, because I am 
doing what I am doing and he is very 
busy and he has his family, we are not 
working as close as we were last year, “ 
Kubica said. “But we are still in touch.”

Kubica has made it clear, however, 
that it was not the case that Rosberg 
and he had formally split - and that 
it was only ever really intended 
for the German to help with the 
specific talks at the end of 2017.

“It is just that this period 
was very intense and now it’s a 
completely different situation,” 

added Kubica.
“It is not a situation that 
Nico has been working 

and now is not working. 
It is just that the 
situation is that he is 
not as present as he 
was.” (Autosport)

Pinot seals Tour of the Alps 
title, Padun wins final stage

Thibaut Pinot (Groupama-FDJ) 
sealed overall victory at the Tour 

of the Alps as Bahrain-Merida’s Mark 
Padun took a solo victory on the 

final stage.
Attack proved the best 

form of defence for the 
Frenchman, who underlined 
his Giro d’Italia credentials 
with an aggressive display 
on the Innsbruck circuit that 
will be used in the World 

Championships later this year.
On the last of three ascents of 

the Olympia climb that forms the 
centrepiece of the circuit Pinot 
went clear with Bahrain-Merida’s 
Domenico Pozzovivo and Miguel 
Angel Lopez (Astana), the two riders 
directly below him on the overall 
standings. 

Once down the other side, however, 
the road flattened out and the impetus 
waned, allowing the small chase 

group, containing the other riders in 
the top 10, back into the picture.

Padun, the 21-year-old Ukranian 
neo-pro, was in there and took 
advantage of his relatively low overall 
standing - 16th at 3:33 at the start 
of the day - to steal away from the 
group with four kilometres remaining. 
Arms folded over his bars, he dug 
in and finished the job, holding off 
a dangerous charge from Geroge 
Bennett (LottoNL-Jumbo) before 

punching the air in delight at his first 
professional victory.

Bennett crossed the line five 
seconds later to take second place 
on the stage, followed a second later 
by Jan Hirt (Astana), Giulio Ciccone 
(Bardiani-CSF) and Ben O’Connor 
(Dimension Data). Pinot crossed the 
line three seconds later, finishing on 
the same time as his direct rivals, 
Pozzovivo, Lopez, and Chris Froome 
(Team Sky). (Cyclingnews)
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Results
Stage five: Rattenberg to Innsbruck, 164.2km
1 Mark Padun (Ukr) Bahrain-Merida, in 4 hrs 16 min 10 secs
2 George Bennett (NZl) LottoNL-Jumbo, at 5s
3 Jan Hirt (Cze) Astana Pro Team, at 6s
4 Giulio Ciccone (Ita) Bardiani CSF

5 Ben O’Connor (Aus) Dimension Data, all same time
6 Thibaut Pinot (Fra) Groupama-FDJ, at 9s
7 Miguel Angel Lopez (Col) Astana Pro Team
8 Christopher Froome (GBr) Team Sky

9 Domenico Pozzovivo (Ita) Bahrain-Merida, all same time
10 Kenny Elissonde (Fra) Team Sky, at 11s
Final general classification

1 Thibaut Pinot (Fra) Groupama-FDJ, in 14 hrs 12 min 29 secs
2 Domenico Pozzovivo (Ita) Bahrain-Merida, at 15s

3 Miguel Angel Lopez (Col) Astana Pro Team
4 Christopher Froome (GBr) Team Sky, at 16s
5 Fabio Aru (Ita) UAE Team Emirates, at 1-00

Marquez tops first practice
Austin

Reigning MotoGP champion 
Marc Marquez set the pace 

in first practice at Austin, beating 
nearest challenger Valentino Rossi 
by four tenths of a second.

Marquez sat at the top of the 
time sheets for almost all of the 
45-minute session at the Circuit of 

the Americas, a track where the 
Spaniard is unbeaten.

He ended up setting a best time of 
2m05.530s.

The Honda rider was more than 
a second clear of the field in the 
early stages, with the track surface 
dirty during the initial running, but 
Marquez’s rivals were able to close 

in on their final efforts.
The track has undergone a 

diamond-grinding process in recent 
weeks, in an effort to eliminate its 
notorious bumps, but this has left a 
lot of dusty residue on the surface.

Maverick Vinales was the first 
rider to get within half a second of 
Marquez, but it was his Yamaha 
team-mate Rossi who beat him to 
second spot, 0.396s off the pace.

Vinales finished the session 
0.727s down in third.

Ducati’s Jorge Lorenzo was the 
final rider to get within a second of 
Marquez in fourth place, ahead of 
LCR Honda’s current points leader 
Cal Crutchlow, and the second 
works Desmosedici of Andrea 
Dovizioso.

Rookie Takaaki Nakagami (LCR) 
was a surprising seventh, ahead of 
lead Suzuki rider Andrea Iannone 
and Johann Zarco (Tech3 Yamaha). 
(Autosport)

Rosberg steps back from 
Kubica management

Williams paying for putting money first
London

Felipe Massa believes his 
former team Williams is 

paying the price for putting 
money first in some of its 
decisions for the 2018 Formula 

1 season.
Williams has endured a 

tough start to the 2018 season 
and is the only team yet to 
score a point after the first 
three races.

Massa, who retired from 
F1 at the end of last season, 
believes Williams’s difficulties 
can be traced back to it 
lacking the kind of money 
the big manufacturer teams 

have, prompting it to run the 
inexperienced but well-backed 
pair of Lance Stroll and Sergey 
Sirotkin.

Massa said: “It’s true that the 
team was suffering from the 

financial situation and I think 
they made decisions for 2018 
putting money first.

“But this is not enough 
to make a competitive 
championship. All I can say 

is that I came out with my 
head held high. I have a good 
relationship with everyone at 
Grove and I hope that the 
best for the team comes out as 
soon as possible.” (Eurosport)

Thibaut Pinot rides Winners celebrate on the podium

Robert Kubica (file pic) Marc Marquez rides (file pic)



Monte Carlo

Rafael Nadal produced a 
stunning performance to 

thrash Austrian fifth seed Dominic 
Thiem and reach a record 14th 
Monte Carlo Masters semi-final.

World number one Nadal, 
bidding for his 11th victory at the 
clay court event, won 6-0 6-2 in 
just 67 minutes.

Nadal, 31, will meet Bulgarian 
fourth seed Grigor Dimitrov in 
the last four.

Dimitrov reached his first 
Monte Carlo semi-final with a 
6-4 7-6 (7-5) win over Belgium’s 
David Goffin, who was leading 5-1 
in the second set.

Croatian second seed Marin 
Cilic was beaten by Japan’s Kei 
Nishikori, while Alexander Zverev 
faces Richard Gasquet in the last 

quarter-final later on Friday.
Thiem, 24, was considered by 

many as Nadal’s biggest threat 
in Monte Carlo, having beaten 
the Spaniard on his favoured clay 
surface in Rome last year and 
winning against Novak Djokovic 
to set up the quarter-final match.

However, the world number 
seven - aiming to become the first 
player to beat Djokovic and Nadal 
in the same clay-court tournament 
- was completely outclassed.

Nadal took the first set in just 
31 minutes, winning four of his 11 
break points and not facing one 
against his own serve.

Thiem avoided a double-bagel 
defeat by holding serve to trail 
3-1 in the second set and was 
rewarded with a sympathetic 
ovation from the crowd.

But he failed to threaten Nadal’s 
serve and the 16-time Grand Slam 
champion eased to an emphatic 
victory.

Nadal, who is aiming for a 
record-extending 11th French 
Open title when the tournament 
gets under way on 27 May, has 
now won 31 of his past 32 matches 
on clay.

“I think I played a great match 
- the best of the tournament,” said 
Nadal.

“I played very aggressive, I knew 
I couldn’t give Dominic time to 
hit the ball and I didn’t.” (BBC)
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P23 Pinot seals Tour of the Alps 
title, Padun wins final stage

Pa-ac to represent 
Philippines at

Brave 12
DT News Network

Manama

Jomar Pa-ac will be returning to Brave Combat 

Federation at Brave 12: KHK Legacy on May 

11 at Jakarta, Indonesia. Pa-ac who is training 

at the fabled Team Lakay will be moving to the 

flyweight division at the twelfth edition of Brave 

Combat Federation. 
Jomar Pa-ac has competed twice at Brave 

Combat Federation, during Brave 2 and Brave 

4 picking wins against Haider Farman and Atif 

Mohammad respectively. 
Having fought four professional fights, Pa-ac 

is undefeated and have one knockout victory, 

one submission victory and two victories by 

way of decisions. He will be facing the IMMAF 

medallist from the Kingdom of Bahrain, Hussain 

Ayyad. Ayyad will be making his professional 

debut at Brave 12. 
Brave Combat Federation has recently 

expanded the flyweight division with the recent 

signings including that of the 9 time IBJJF 

champion Bruno Malfacine. 
Bruno Malfacine had picked the victory at 

Brave 11 hosted in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 

With one victory, Pa-ac will be making his 

third victory in a row which is the highest for a 

competing Team Lakay fighter in the roaster.

Rafael Nadal enters semi-final with thumping victory

Rafael Nadal plays a shot

 Jomar Pa-ac


