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Rashford
fires Utd

into semis
Manchester

Manchester United reached the Europa 
League semi-finals for the first time 

after beating Anderlecht 2-1 yesterday, but 
at the cost of a potentially serious injury to 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic.

The talismanic Swede, 35, had to go off 
after damaging his right knee late in the 
game at Old Trafford and may not play 
again this season, while United also lost 
centre-back Marcos Rojo.

United prevailed courtesy of an 
extra-time strike by Marcus Rashford, 
which secured a 3-2 aggregate success, 
after Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s opener was 
cancelled out by Sofiane Hanni.

The scrappy, sapping victory means Jose 
Mourinho’s side remain on course to claim 
the only major trophy missing from the 
club’s collection.

Ibrahimovic’s injury occurred late in 
stoppage time, his right knee bending the 
wrong way as he landed following an aerial 
challenge in the Anderlecht box, leaving 
him grimacing on the deck.

The former Paris Saint-Germain striker, 
scorer of 28 goals this season, was able to 
hobble down the tunnel, aided by medical 
staff, but United’s fans will fear they have 
seen the last of him this season.

It cast a shadow over United’s evening, 
but Rashford’s superb 107th-minute strike 

ensured they took up a place in the last 
four. Star of Sunday’s 2-0 win over Chelsea, 
he notched the decisive goal by gathering 
Marouane Fellaini’s knock-down, making 
space with a sharp Cruyff turn and firing 
in a low shot with his left foot.

Elsewhere, Schalke over-turned a 2-0 
first leg deficit to beat Ajax 3-0 in another 
tie which went to extra-time.

Leon Goretzka and Guido Burgstaller 
scored in the space of three second-half 
minutes to cancel out Ajax’s advantage 
before Daniel Caligiuri hit Schalke’s 

third after 101 minutes thanks to Sead 
Kolasinac’s fine cross.

Celta Vigo reached a European semi-
final for the first time after a 1-1 draw at 
Genk gave them a 4-3 aggregate win over 
the Belgians. Danish winger Pione Sisto 
put the Spaniards ahead on the night with 
a fierce drive in the 63rd minute after a 
barnstorming run from the halfway line.

Leandro Trossard levelled just four 
minutes later but it was not enough to 
dent the Spaniards’ charge to the last four. 
(AFP)

Football

Besiktas (TUR)  2  Lyon (FRA) 1

Schalke (GER)  3  Ajax (NED)  0

Genk (BEL)  1 Celta Vigo  1

Europa League quarter-final second legs:

Neymar, Brady, James ‘Most Influential’
Los Angeles

Barcelona’s Brazilian superstar 
Neymar, New England Patriots 

quarterback Tom Brady and Cleveland 
Cavaliers forward LeBron James were 
among seven sports figures named 
yesterday in Time Magazine’s annual 
list of the world’s most influential 
people.

Polarizing NFL free-agent 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick also 
appeared on the list that included 
pioneers, artists and leaders.

Chicago Cubs general manager 
Theo Epstein, 2016 Olympic gold-
medal gymnast Simone Biles and 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
light heavyweight champion Conor 
McGregor were also on the list of 100. 
An appreciation written by England 
icon David Beckham calls Neymar “a 
once in a generation type of footballer”.

Beckham also lauds the 25-year-old 
forward’s humility and his ability to 

cope with the expectations heaped on 
him as the talisman of the national 
team in football-mad Brazil.

Brady collected his fifth Super Bowl 
ring in February after helping the 
Patriots overcome a 25-point deficit in 
the third quarter to defeat the Atlanta 
Falcons in overtime of Super Bowl 51.

“But Tom’s real achievement is that 
he willed himself to be (the best),” US 
talk show host Conan O’Brien wrote 
of Brady. James was instrumental 
in helping his team rally from a 3-1 
series deficit to stun the Golden State 
Warriors in the NBA Finals.

“By making good on his pledge to 
bring a championship to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and by investing in the 
promise of future generations through 
his foundation, LeBron James has 
not only bolstered the self-esteem of 
his native Ohio but also become an 
inspiration for all Americans -- proof 
that talent combined with passion, 

tenacity and decency can reinvent the 
possible.  “Poetry in motion, indeed,” 
wrote Rita Dove, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and former US poet 
laureate. Kaepernick’s initial refusal 
to stand for the national anthem as 
part of his protest for racial injustice 

led others around the 
NFL to follow suit, but 
some have speculated 
it has made him 
less attractive to some 
NFL teams despite his  
talent.
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