
Monte Carlo, Principality of 
Monaco 

Andy Murray surrendered a 4-0 
lead in the decisive third set 

on his way to defeat at the Monte 
Carlo Masters yesterday as the 
world number one’s 2017 season hit 
another setback. 

Murray suffered a shock third-
round loss to Spain’s 15th seed 
Albert Ramos-Vinolas 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 
in more than two and a 
half hours.

Former French 
Open champion 
Stan Wawrinka 
was also routed, 
with the Swiss 

third seed losing to Pablo Cuevas of 
Uruguay 6-4, 6-4.                   

Rafael Nadal gatecrashed 
Alexander Zverev’s 20th birthday 
party with a brutal 6-1, 6-1 
demolition while Novak Djokovic 
battled past Pablo Carreno Busta 
6-2, 4-6, 6-4.

Ramos-Vinolas toppled Scottish 
top seed Murray on his second 
match point to progress to the 
quarter-finals on the Monaco clay 
for the first time at the French Open 
warm-up event.

“I’m disappointed to lose from the 
position that I was in,” said 29-year-
old Murray, who was making his first 
ATP appearance this week since a 
second-round loss to Vasek Pospisil 
at Indian Wells on March 12. 

“If you look at the scoreline, it 
was 7-5 in the third. One week ago 

I would have been okay with that. 
But sitting here, being 4-Love up 
in the third, I haven’t lost many 
matches like that in my career.

“I’m disappointed. I feel like I 
had enough chances to win. I was 
close, I think. Maybe tomorrow or 

a day after I’ll be able to look back a 
little bit and think where I’m at now 
from where I was a week ago.

“My elbow felt pretty good. I 
served much better today than I did 
yesterday. That’s only going to get 
better. So hopefully I keep 
going in the right 
direction.”

D e f e n d i n g 
c h a m p i o n 
Nadal, chasing 

a 10th title at the 

tournament, will face Argentina’s 
Diego Schwartzman, who beat 
German qualifier Jan-Lennard Struff 
6-3, 6-0.

“I played well. I played much 
better than yesterday. I played more 
aggressive, I played with a very high 
intensity from the beginning,” Nadal 
said. 

“I’m playing much better with my 
forehand.  I maintained that kind of 
level for all the match, I think that 
was the key.”

Second seed Djokovic got past 
Carreno Busta, leaving the 13th 
seeded Spaniard standing 0-16 
against top 10 opponents.

The French Open champion had 
needed three sets to get past Gilles 
Simon in his opening match at the 
clay court showpiece and goes on 
to face Belgium’s David Goffin for a 
semi-final spot.

Victory for Vinolas-Ramos 
marked the first time the 29-year-
old from Barcelona, 
who reached last 
year’s French 
Open quarter-
finals, had got 
the better of a 
world number 
one.
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‘Unbeatable’ Juve hailed
Milan

“Unbeatable” Juventus can finally 
hand goalkeeper Gianluigi 

Buffon an elusive Champions League 
title after making five-time winners 
Barcelona “cry” in the quarter-finals.

Those were the headlines splashed 
across the front pages in Italy after 
rock-solid Juventus followed their 
impressive 3-0 first-leg win over 
the Spanish giants with a defensive 
masterclass that held Barca to 
a frustrating scoreless draw at the 
Camp Nou on Wednesday.

As Juve celebrated a 3-0 aggregate 
win at a stunned but appreciative Camp 
Nou, Barcelona -- who beat Juventus 
on their way to triumphing in 2015 
-- crashed out of the competition after 
seeing Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Neymar fail to find the net over 180 
underwhelming minutes.

“Fly Juve Fly” was the frontpage 
headline on Italy’s biggest-selling 
sports daily La Gazzetta dello Sport, 
which included a vignette showing 

teary-eyed Neymar being comforted 
by former club defender Dani Alves.

Corriere dello Sport used the same 
dramatic picture of Alves and Neymar 
to fully illustrate the Brazilian starlet’s 
disappointment.

“You made them cry,” screamed 
Corriere’s headline, while for Turin-
based Tuttosport Juventus are simply 
“unbeatable”.

Even Barcelona, outdone by Paulo 
Dybala’s impressive brace and Giorgio 
Chiellini’s 55th minute header in Turin 
last week, had to agree.

“Compliments to @Juventusfc for 
reaching the semi-final,” the Catalan 
club wrote on its official Twitter page.

To which Juventus replied: “Thanks 
@FCBarcelona, it’s an honour to beat 
such a great opponent.”

Juve go into Friday’s semi-final 
draw along with Real Madrid, 
Monaco and Atletico Madrid -- all 
of whom have faced Massimiliano 
Allegri’s men in recent European 
campaigns.

Murray 
crashes, 
Djokovic 

struggles on
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After being eliminated from the Champions League Barcelona now face
a crucial contest with Real Madrid – only three points separate the La Liga

rivals and the 234th El Clasico could decide the destination of the title
REAL MADRID v BARCELONA

Santiago Bernabéu
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Monte Carlo Masters results
3rd rd

Albert Ramos Vinolas (ESP x15) bt Andy Murray (GBR x1) 2-6, 6-2, 7-5

Marin Cilic (CRO x5) bt Tomas Berdych (CZE x9) 6-2, 7-6 (7/0)

Pablo Cuevas (URU x16) bt Stan Wawrinka (SUI x3) 6-4, 6-4

Lucas Pouille (FRA x11) bt Adrian Mannarino (FRA) 3-0 -- retired

Diego Schwartzman (ARG) bt Jan-Lennard Struff (GER) 6-3, 6-0

Rafael Nadal (ESP x4) bt Alexander Zverev (GER x14) 6-1, 6-1

David Goffin (BEL x10) bt Dominic Thiem (AUT x6) 7-6 (7/4), 4-6, 6-3

Novak Djokovic (SRB x2) bt Pablo Carreño-Busta (ESP x13) 6-2, 4-6, 6-4

Britain’s Andy Murray reacts after 
being defeatead by Spain’s Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas

Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return 
to German Alexander Zverev 


