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UN, Russia set for Syria 
meet without US

Three young Pakistani 
women have confessed 
to killing a man accused 
of blasphemy, police said 
yesterday. 

The UN’s Syria envoy said 
that he will hold talks with 
Russian officials next week 
but without the US. 
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Paris

The epilepsy 
m e d i c a t i o n 

valproate  i s 
responsible for “severe 
malformations” in 
2,150 to 4,100 children 
in France since the 
drug was first marketed 
in the country in 
1967, according to 
a preliminary study 
by French health 
authorities.

Women who took 
the drug during 
pregnancy to treat 
epilepsy were four 
times more likely to 
give birth to babies with 
congenital malformations, 
said the report, jointly issued 
by the French National 
Agency for the Safety of 
Medicines (ANSM) and the 
national health insurance 
administration. 

“The study confirms 
the highly teratogenic” -- 
that is, capable of causing 
birth defects --- “nature of 
valproate,” said Mahmoud 

Zureik, scientific director of 
ANSM and a co-author of 
the report.

“The figure of about 3,000 
severe malformations is very 
high,” he said.

The types of birth defects 
attributed to the drug 
included spina bifida -- a 
condition in which the spinal 
cord does not form properly, 
and can protrude through the 
skin -- as well as defects of 
the heart and genital organs.

Tokyo

Three masked robbers 
snatched a suitcase 

stuffed with millions of 
dollars in cash from a 
businessman who had just 
withdrawn the money from 
a bank in western Japan on 
Thursday, police said.

In the audacious daylight 
mugging, assailants set upon 
the 29-year-old victim as he 
dragged the case containing 
$380 million yen ($3.5m) 
across a parking lot in 

downtown Fukuoka, a police 
spokesman and local media 
said.

He was sprayed in the face 
with what is thought to have 
been tear gas by the attackers, 
who made off in a car with 
the suitcase. Few other details 
were initially available. 

While Japan is still a cash-
based society, it is unusual 
for someone to carry such 
a large sum, which would 
have weighed at least 38 
kilogrammes (84 pounds).

United Nations

Russia yesterday denied 
that it had blocked 

UN Security Council 
condemnation of North 
Korea’s latest missile test and 
accused the United States 
of breaking off talks on an 
statement in an “abrupt 
manner.”

The proposed US-drafted 
statement would have 
demanded that North Korea 
“conduct no further nuclear 
tests” and halt missile 
launches after Pyongyang 
carried out a failed test on 
Sunday. Russia wanted to 
include language contained 
in previous statements and 

resolutions stressing the 
need to achieve a peaceful 
solution “through dialogue.”

“We didn’t block the 
statement. We are requesting 
to use the agreed language,” 
Russian charge d’affaires 
Petr Iliichev said.

“We are ready to work on 
it and find a compromise, 
but the abrupt manner (with 
which) they stopped... I don’t 
know,” he told reporters.

Diplomats who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
appeared surprised that 
Russia would block 
condemnation that China, 
Pyongyang’s ally, had been 
willing to support. 

Epilepsy drug behind 
4,100 ‘birth defects’

Worn-out US accu-
sations can’t mask 
its admission of 
Iran’s compliance” 
with a 2015 nucle-
ar deal,”
Mohammad Javad Zarif

Iran’s Foreign Minister

Pope to make Fatima child 
shepherds saints

Thai man arrested for 
smuggling sperm to Laos
Thai authorities arrested a 
man trying to smuggle six 
vials of sperm into Laos, a 
customs officer said yester-
day. 

Thieves grab $3.5m in cash 
in brazen Japan mugging

Russia, US in spat over 
UN condemnation of Korea

Three Pakistani women 
confess to killing blas-
phemy suspect

Two of the three child shep-
herds who reported appari-
tions of the Virgin Mary in 
Fatima, Portugal a century 
ago will be declared saints 
on May 13, Pope Francis 
announced yesterday.

Washington

Citgo, the US affiliate of 
Venezuela’s state-run 

oil company, donated half 
a million dollars to Donald 
Trump’s inauguration fund, 
documents released here 
show.

The Houston, Texas-based 
Citgo is among 20 companies 
and individuals who made 
the largest donations to the 
committee organizing the 
president’s events, according 
to documents released by the 
Federal Election Commission 
on Wednesday.

The donation is surprising 
because relations between 
Caracas and Washington -- 
which have not exchanged 
ambassadors since 2010 -- is 
at an especially low point.

Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro routinely 
bashes Washington and 
blames US officials, without 
offering proof, for being 
behind his country’s 
opposition movement and 
unspecified plots to oust him.

The White House has 
called on Maduro to release 
its political prisoners, and 
Trump even welcomed the 
wife of jailed opposition 
leader Leopoldo Lopez 
to the White House in  
February.

The FEC documents 
were released on the same 
day that three people died in 
massive Venezuelan protests 
against Maduro. Pressure 
on the leftist president has 
been mounting since 2014, as 

falling prices for Venezuela’s 
crucial oil exports have 
aggravated a deep economic 
crisis.

Also Wednesday, US 
Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson said that US 
officials are “concerned” that 
the Maduro government “is 
violating its own constitution 
and not allowing the 
opposition to have their 
voices heard.”

Trump took office 
on January 20, and his 
inauguration committee 
raised $107 million for the 
festivities. Citgo’s donation is 
on par with those of Microsoft, 
bankers JP Morgan, and oil 
giants Exxon and Chevron, 
which all donated $500,000. 
(AFP)

Venezuela 
gave Trump

inauguration 
$500,000

Wenchang

A Chinese rocket 
successfully sent the 

country’s first cargo spacecraft, 
Tianzhou-1, into space from 
the southern island province of 
Hainan yesterday. 

Fuelled by liquid oxygen and 
kerosene, the Long March-7 
Y2 carrier rocket blasted off 
from Hainan’s Wenchang 
Space Launch Center at 7:41 
pm (11:41 GMT).

Hundreds of spectators who 
had been waiting to observe 
the launch since the afternoon 
cheered and clapped in the 
stands. 

Journalists and local 
hobbyists with long-range 
zoom lenses snapped photos of 
the rocket as it made its swift 
ascent.  

Tianzhou-1, the first cargo 

spacecraft developed by China, 
is headed to dock with the 
orbiting Tiangong-2 space 
lab, which was launched last 
September.  

The cargo ship is a “crucial 
step” toward China’s goal of 
completing its own crewed 

space station by 2022, 
according to the official Xinhua 
news agency. 

The tube-like craft measures 
10.6 metres in length and can 
carry over six tonnes of cargo 
as well as satellites, Xinhua 
said.  (AFP)

China launches cargo spacecraft

A Long March 7 orbital launch vehicle carrying China’s 
cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-1 is seen shortly before lift off

Yesterday, in our polls, 
a shocking 87 per cent 
respondents said, “They are 
not happy with their life.” 
If so, what exactly are you 
looking forward to changing 
to make life happy again?
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