
Riyadh

Foreigners will no longer be 
allowed to work in Saudi 

Arabia’s numerous shopping 
malls, the labour ministry 
announced yesterday, in 
the latest measure to boost 
employment of Saudis.

The kingdom has intensified 
efforts to develop more jobs 
for its citizens under a wide-
ranging drive that began 
last year to diversify the oil-
dependent economy.

Known as Vision 2030, the 
plan calls for development 

of non-oil industries, small 
and medium enterprises, 

and a broader 
investment base.

“The Minister 
of Labour 
and Social 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

issues a decision  restricting 
the work in malls across the 
kingdom to only Saudi men 
and women,” the ministry said 
on Twitter.

There were no further 
details on how or when the 
plan would be implemented. 
It is the latest step aimed at 
boosting local employment in 
a country where expatriates 
do everything from cleaning 
the streets, to waiting on tables 
and providing management 
expertise.

About nine million 
foreigners worked in the 
kingdom at the end of 2015, 
according to latest official 
figures.

Saudis have traditionally 
preferred jobs in the public 
sector, where hours are shorter 
and leave is longer, but the 

government is trying to cut its 
payroll.

It has for years offered 
incentives for companies 
to employ more Saudis and 
sanctioned those which did not 
meet targets.

Under new measures, the 
monthly fees paid by those who 
hire more foreign workers than 
Saudis will be increased, and 
in July the government plans 
to impose a levy on foreign 
workers with dependents, 
according to a government 
document seen by Bloomberg 
News.

In the third quarter of last 
year the unemployment rate 
for Saudi females was 34.5 per 
cent, compared with 5.7pc for 
Saudi males, figures cited by 
the firm Jadwa Investment 
showed. (AFP)

Paris

A 
F r e n c h 
artist who 
h a t c h e d 
nine eggs 
a f t e r 
sitting on 

them for 
three weeks has been condemned 

by an animals rights group for depriving the 
chicks of a mother.

Abraham Poincheval hardly slept in the 
23 days he spent nesting inside a glass vitrine 
in a Paris art museum which he finally left 
Thursday after all but two of the eggs hatched.

Last month the man dubbed France’s most 
extreme artist made headlines worldwide 
after spending a week entombed inside an 
egg-shaped rock at the Palais de Tokyo.

But animal rights group PETA said they 
took a dim view of the birth of the chicks, the 
first of which emerged on Tuesday.

“There is nothing to celebrate in the birth 
of this chick born alone in a museum,” the 
organisation said in an open letter to the artist.

“Considered merely as a part of an ‘artistic’ 
performance, it will never meet its mother.

“Animals have no place in art,” it added. 
But a spokeswoman for the museum insisted 
that the chicks, eight of whom are yellow 
and one brown, “are doing well and they are 
going to live in the country” with Poincheval’s 
parents.

His father Christian said that he had made 
them a luxury hen house on his Normandy 
smallholding where they would live out their 
natural lives.

Chicks won’t be eaten
Poincheval senior, an inventor best known 
for his pills which make farts smell of roses, 
promised the chicks would never end up in 
the pot.

“I can assure you that they will 
never be the centrepiece of a grand 
feast,” he added.

A museum spokesman said that 
although his son was exhausted after the 
marathon performance during which he 
never left the vitrine, he was “very happy. 
He never hoped that so many of the eggs 
would hatch.”

“It has been really tough for him. He 
has slept sitting on the eggs. It’s been a 
lot harder than being shut inside the rock,” 
the spokeswoman had earlier said.

As well as having to spend 23-and-a-half 
hours a day sitting on the eggs, Poincheval 
had to contend with the heat, having to keep 
the eggs at a minimum of 37 degrees Celsius 
(98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The 44-year-old artist is no stranger to 
bizarre performances.

He once spent a fortnight inside a stuffed 
bear eating worms and insects, was buried 
under a rock for eight days and navigated 
France’s Rhone river inside a giant corked 
bottle. His big dream, however, is to walk on 
the clouds. “I have been working on it for five 

years, but it is not quite there 
yet,” he said. 

(AFP)
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Missing Pets

POPPY - Female Miniature 
Poodle, 2 yrs, micro- chipped, 
wearing black collar w pink 
paw print ID tag, has health 
issue, possibly STOLEN, 
Budaiya (Beach Villas/by 
new road works/back of 
farmers market), 10/3/17, 
REWARD 200BD, 36636955 
or 36366128

LUKAS - Male Persian, 7 
mos, neutered, not wearing 
collar or ID, unsure how 
disappeared, Saar (near 
primary girls school/
Collage University), 18/4/17. 
33772520

MIO - Male Persian, 5 yrs, 
long thick tail, unsure if 
neutered, not wearing collar 
or ID, escaped from home, 
Hijiyat/Riffa (block 935, Road 
3501) 14/3/17, REWARD. 
34363166

KONG - Male Rottweiler, 18 
mos, micro-chipped, gate 
left open, may have been 
stolen, wearing gold colour 
chain collar - no ID, New 
Hidd (behind Khalifa bridge), 
REWARD for safe return, 
18/4/17. 33008092

MITCH - Male Persian mix, 1+ 
yr, neutered, micro-chipped, 
normally plays outside - but 
did not come back, may have 
been picked up, Amwaj (Tala 
Island), 14/4/17. 3412 6134

LUNA - Female, English 
Short-Hair/Ragdoll mix, 
1 yr 10 mos, now spayed, 
greatly needs her antibiotics 
for swelling in her breasts, 
responds to name, not 
wearing collar or ID, 
Budaiya Beach Villas (block 
550), 10/4/17, REWARD. 
35628385

Saudi malls
to hire locals
only: ministry
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Israel policeman fired
for beating Palestinian

Bombers at Syria transit 
‘disguised’ as aid workers

Egypt army says senior 
IS cleric killed in Sinai

Cairo

US Secretary of Defence 
Jim Mattis met Egyptian 

President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi and top brass in Cairo 
yesterday, pledging support 
for the American ally on his 
first regional tour. 

The brief visit, with Mattis 
later setting off to Israel, 
came after Sisi hit it off 
with Trump during a White 
House meeting earlier this  
month. 

Sisi’s visit marked a shift 
in relations after Trump’s 
predecessor Barack Obama 

had given the Egyptian leader 
the cold shoulder for leading 
the military overthrow of 
Islamist president Mohamed 
Morsi in 2013.

Obama temporarily 
suspended military aid to 
Egypt following a bloody 
crackdown on Morsi’s 
supporters.

Trump, however, has set 
aside criticism of Sisi’s human 
rights record while pledging 
to maintain support for the 
key US ally which receives an 
annual $1.3 billion in military 
aid. The meeting “addressed 

aspects of military and 
security cooperation between 
the two countries and ways to 
further enhance them,” the 
president’s office said in a 
statement.

Sisi told Mattis he wanted 
to “strengthen the ongoing 
military cooperation between 
the two countries,” it said.

Mattis in turn “reiterated 
the US’s commitment 
to reinvigorating these 
relations and broadening 
prospects for cooperation,” 
 it added.

After meeting Sisi, Mattis 

held talks with Defence 
Minister Sedki Sobhi at his 
headquarters, where he was 
received with a marching 
band playing the US national 
anthem.

“We’ve always had an 
open relationship,” he told  
Sobhi.

After the meeting, Mattis 
participated in a wreath laying 
ceremony at Cairo’s Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier.

He then prepared to fly on 
to Israel on the next leg of his 
tour, which started in Saudi 
Arabia. (AFP)

Pentagon 
chief
pledges 
support 
for Egypt’s 
Sisi

Jerusalem

An Israeli policeman caught on video beating up a 
Palestinian truck driver in east Jerusalem last month has 

been fired from the force, police said yesterday. 
The video, widely circulated on social media, shows the 

uniformed officer curse the driver, then headbutt him in the 
face and kick him in the legs.

Other Palestinians are seen trying to reason with the 
policeman only for him to turn on them also.

Thursday’s police statement said the officer was notified 
of the decision on Wednesday and his dismissal would take 
effect within 14 days.

“It was an exceptional and violent incident which goes 
against all the values of the Israel Police,” it said.

“A policeman who behaves in such a manner has no place 
in the Israel Police.”  

A Palestinian witness filmed the incident, which took place 
in a car park near the interior ministry in the Wadi Joz area 
of annexed east Jerusalem, and handed a copy to an Israeli 
journalist. The witness said the policeman had accused the 
driver of having damaged his car with the truck.

Shortly after the incident the police condemned the attack 
and suspended the officer. (AFP)

Geneva

The perpetrators of a bombing in Syria last weekend that 
killed more than 120 people had disguised themselves as 

aid workers and may have specifically targeted children, the 
UN said Thursday.

The victims in the suicide car bombing Saturday at a 
rebel-held transit point where civilians were being evacuated 
included 68 children, and scores of others were injured.

“Someone pretending even to distribute aid and attracting 
the children produced that horrific explosion”, UN Syria 
envoy Staffan de Mistura told reporters in Geneva.

The head of the UN’s humanitarian taskforce for Syria, Jan 
Egeland, said at the same news conference that the assailants 
“disguised as a charity”.

No group has claimed responsibility for the attack at the 
Rashidin transit point west of Aleppo, one of the deadliest 
episodes since the start of Syria’s six-year civil war.

Cairo

The Egyptian military said yesterday it killed a senior 
Islamic State group cleric and 18 jihadists in air strikes 

in the Sinai Peninsula where the extremists are waging an 
insurgency. The announcement came after the jihadists 
claimed a series of attacks, including a shooting near a 
monastery this week and twin church bombings on April 9 
that killed dozens. Among the jihadists killed was “one of 
the prominent leaders of the so-called Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, 
the head of the religious affairs committee in the group,” the 
military said, without saying when the strikes occurred.

Ansar Beit al-Maqdis was the name used by the jihadists in 
the Sinai before they pledged allegiance to the Islamic State 
group in November 2014.

Rabat

Moroccan police said they 
have arrested a young 

Ferrari driver who triggered a 
scandal by posting video footage 
of himself apparently drunk at 
the wheel and ridiculing officers.

Police have opened an inquiry 
into the incident involving 
the man, aged around 20 and 
reported to be from an influential 
family, after a public outcry and 
claims of special treatment. 

He was arrested on Wednesday 
evening, two days after he posted 
video footage on social media he 
filmed himself of his night out.

First he is seen at a nightclub 
holding a bottle of Champagne, 
and later at the wheel of his 
Italian sports car, still with 
the bottle, showing signs of 
intoxication.

He then appears in front of 
his crashed car, mocking police 
officers, and finally sitting 
proudly in the passenger seat 
of an ambulance smoking a 
cigarette.

Moroccan newspaper Al 
Massae complained of “special 
treatment” for the Ferrari driver 
while Al Akhbar questioned the 
“indulgence” of police.

Police said two officers present 
at the scene had been held for 
questioning after the incident, 
which saw the Ferrari hit three 
vehicles stopped at a traffic light, 
causing injuries.

According to Moroccan 
media the driver is the nephew 
of a wealthy businessman in the 
city of Laayoune in Western 
Sahara and may also be related 
to a government minister.

Ferrari driving ‘rich kid’ arrested

Hamza Darham was arrested. Courtesy: 
Morocco World News

Syrians, some of whom were injured in a car bomb blast on 
April 15 while they were waiting at a transit point

US Defence Secretary James Mattis (front L) walks with 
Egypt’s Minister of Defence Sedki Sobhi (front C) to 
meet with Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (not 
pictured) at the Ittihadiya presidential palace in Cairo


