
Riyadh

Foreigners will no longer be 
allowed to work in Saudi 

Arabia’s numerous shopping 
malls, the labour ministry 
announced yesterday, in 
the latest measure to boost 
employment of Saudis.

The kingdom has intensified 
efforts to develop more jobs 
for its citizens under a wide-
ranging drive that began 
last year to diversify the oil-
dependent economy.

Known as Vision 2030, the 
plan calls for development 

of non-oil industries, small 
and medium enterprises, 

and a broader 
investment base.

“The Minister 
of Labour 
and Social 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

issues a decision  restricting 
the work in malls across the 
kingdom to only Saudi men 
and women,” the ministry said 
on Twitter.

There were no further 
details on how or when the 
plan would be implemented. 
It is the latest step aimed at 
boosting local employment in 
a country where expatriates 
do everything from cleaning 
the streets, to waiting on tables 
and providing management 
expertise.

About nine million 
foreigners worked in the 
kingdom at the end of 2015, 
according to latest official 
figures.

Saudis have traditionally 
preferred jobs in the public 
sector, where hours are shorter 
and leave is longer, but the 

government is trying to cut its 
payroll.

It has for years offered 
incentives for companies 
to employ more Saudis and 
sanctioned those which did not 
meet targets.

Under new measures, the 
monthly fees paid by those who 
hire more foreign workers than 
Saudis will be increased, and 
in July the government plans 
to impose a levy on foreign 
workers with dependents, 
according to a government 
document seen by Bloomberg 
News.

In the third quarter of last 
year the unemployment rate 
for Saudi females was 34.5 per 
cent, compared with 5.7pc for 
Saudi males, figures cited by 
the firm Jadwa Investment 
showed. (AFP)

Paris

A 
F r e n c h 
artist who 
h a t c h e d 
nine eggs 
a f t e r 
sitting on 

them for 
three weeks has been condemned 

by an animals rights group for depriving the 
chicks of a mother.

Abraham Poincheval hardly slept in the 
23 days he spent nesting inside a glass vitrine 
in a Paris art museum which he finally left 
Thursday after all but two of the eggs hatched.

Last month the man dubbed France’s most 
extreme artist made headlines worldwide 
after spending a week entombed inside an 
egg-shaped rock at the Palais de Tokyo.

But animal rights group PETA said they 
took a dim view of the birth of the chicks, the 
first of which emerged on Tuesday.

“There is nothing to celebrate in the birth 
of this chick born alone in a museum,” the 
organisation said in an open letter to the artist.

“Considered merely as a part of an ‘artistic’ 
performance, it will never meet its mother.

“Animals have no place in art,” it added. 
But a spokeswoman for the museum insisted 
that the chicks, eight of whom are yellow 
and one brown, “are doing well and they are 
going to live in the country” with Poincheval’s 
parents.

His father Christian said that he had made 
them a luxury hen house on his Normandy 
smallholding where they would live out their 
natural lives.

Chicks won’t be eaten
Poincheval senior, an inventor best known 
for his pills which make farts smell of roses, 
promised the chicks would never end up in 
the pot.

“I can assure you that they will 
never be the centrepiece of a grand 
feast,” he added.

A museum spokesman said that 
although his son was exhausted after the 
marathon performance during which he 
never left the vitrine, he was “very happy. 
He never hoped that so many of the eggs 
would hatch.”

“It has been really tough for him. He 
has slept sitting on the eggs. It’s been a 
lot harder than being shut inside the rock,” 
the spokeswoman had earlier said.

As well as having to spend 23-and-a-half 
hours a day sitting on the eggs, Poincheval 
had to contend with the heat, having to keep 
the eggs at a minimum of 37 degrees Celsius 
(98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The 44-year-old artist is no stranger to 
bizarre performances.

He once spent a fortnight inside a stuffed 
bear eating worms and insects, was buried 
under a rock for eight days and navigated 
France’s Rhone river inside a giant corked 
bottle. His big dream, however, is to walk on 
the clouds. “I have been working on it for five 

years, but it is not quite there 
yet,” he said. 

(AFP)
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Missing Pets

POPPY - Female Miniature 
Poodle, 2 yrs, micro- chipped, 
wearing black collar w pink 
paw print ID tag, has health 
issue, possibly STOLEN, 
Budaiya (Beach Villas/by 
new road works/back of 
farmers market), 10/3/17, 
REWARD 200BD, 36636955 
or 36366128

LUKAS - Male Persian, 7 
mos, neutered, not wearing 
collar or ID, unsure how 
disappeared, Saar (near 
primary girls school/
Collage University), 18/4/17. 
33772520

MIO - Male Persian, 5 yrs, 
long thick tail, unsure if 
neutered, not wearing collar 
or ID, escaped from home, 
Hijiyat/Riffa (block 935, Road 
3501) 14/3/17, REWARD. 
34363166

KONG - Male Rottweiler, 18 
mos, micro-chipped, gate 
left open, may have been 
stolen, wearing gold colour 
chain collar - no ID, New 
Hidd (behind Khalifa bridge), 
REWARD for safe return, 
18/4/17. 33008092

MITCH - Male Persian mix, 1+ 
yr, neutered, micro-chipped, 
normally plays outside - but 
did not come back, may have 
been picked up, Amwaj (Tala 
Island), 14/4/17. 3412 6134

LUNA - Female, English 
Short-Hair/Ragdoll mix, 
1 yr 10 mos, now spayed, 
greatly needs her antibiotics 
for swelling in her breasts, 
responds to name, not 
wearing collar or ID, 
Budaiya Beach Villas (block 
550), 10/4/17, REWARD. 
35628385

Saudi malls
to hire locals
only: ministry


