
Ranchi

Skipper Steve Smith said the 
momentum was now firmly 

with Australia in their battle 
against India after a fine final-
day rearguard action by his 
batsmen saw the visitors draw 
the third Test Monday.

Australia, who began their 
second innings 152 runs adrift 
of India, were in deep trouble 
after being reduced to 63-4 
before Peter Handscomb (72 
not out) and Shaun Marsh (53) 
put on 124 for the fifth wicket.

The tourists eventually 
reached 204 for 6 at stumps on 
the fifth and final day, after the 
hosts made a mammoth 603-9 
declared in their first innings 
in Ranchi.

Ravindra Jadeja claimed four 
wickets to return overall match 
figures of 9-178 at India’s 
newest Test venue. But Smith 
said Australia would go into 
next weekend’s series finale in 

Dharamsala full of confidence.
“If there’s anything called 

momentum in cricket, it’s with 
our side at this moment,” Smith 
told reporters after the match. 
“India coming today would have 

expected to bowl us out. I’m 
sure they’re hurting a little 
bit in their change room. 
Having said that, it’s (four-
match series) 1-1 and looking 
forward to the decider.”

Cheteshwar Pujara (202) 
and Wriddhiman Saha (117) 
were the main stars of the match 

for India with a 199-run seventh-
wicket stand on Sunday, while 
Smith himself scored an imperious 
unbeaten 178 in Australia’s first 
innings.

But it was Handscomb and 
Marsh’s 232-minute resistance on 
the final day -- broken only late 
in the last session -- that proved 
decisive.

Jadeja dismissed Marsh and 
his fellow spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin then claimed the wicket 
of first innings centurion Glenn 
Maxwell for two, giving India 
brief hope of a dramatic final 
twist in the tale.

Sticking it out
But a composed Handscomb 
played out the remaining few 
overs with Wade for company 
as Australia avoided defeat 

in their 800th Test. Jadeja, 
who claimed the prized scalp 
of Smith for 21 second time 
round, caused problems for all 
the Australian batsmen after 
the tourists resumed the day 
on 23-2.

Fast bowler Ishant Sharma 
trapped Matt Renshaw lbw for 
15 in the morning session after 
an altercation between the two 
players seemed to have affected 
the left-handed batsman’s 
concentration.

But it was Smith’s wicket 
that brought a raucous home 
crowd to its feet after a quiet 
first hour of play.

Speaking at the 
post-match press-
confrence, Kohli 
praised Jadeja and 
Pujara for putting 
India in a strong 
position after 
A u s t r a l i a ’ s 
f i r s t -
i n n i n g s 
451.

“Jadeja’s 
b o w l i n g 
w a s 
outstanding. 
He was high-
class and proved 
why he is the 
joint top Test 
bowler along with 
Ashwin,” said Kohli.

On man of the match 
Pujara, who registered 
his third Test double 
century, Kohli said: “He is 
the most composed player in 
the team... someone like that 
is priceless to have him in the  
team.”

Australia won the first Test 
in Pune before India came 
back to level the series in 
the ill-tempered match 
in Bangalore. (AFP)
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P23 Al Hekma, Kanoo win 
football openers

Great
escape!

Marsh, Handscomb help 
Australia draw third test 

Scoreboard 
Australia 2nd innings 
(overnight 23-2; Renshaw seven not out)

D. Warner  b Jadeja                    14
M. Renshaw  lbw b Sharma              15
N. Lyon   b Jadeja                      2
S. Smith   b Jadeja                    21
S. Marsh  c Vijay b Jadeja            53
P. Handscomb not out                  72
G. Maxwell  c Vijay b Ashwin           2
M. Wade  not out                       9
Extras   (b9, lb4, nb3)                16
Total (6 wickets; 100 overs)         204

Result: Draw
Series: Four-match series level at 1-1

Indian bowler Ishant 
Sharma celebrates after 
he dismissed Australian 
batsman Matthew 
Renshaw

Australian batsman Peter 
Handscomb plays a shot


