
Indian Wells

Roger Federer keeps saying 
he’s still on the comeback 

trail, but he’s covering ground 
faster than he ever imagined.

The Swiss, sidelined much 
of 2016 with a knee injury, 
soared to a fifth ATP Indian 
Wells Masters title on Sunday 
to go with the 18th Grand 
Slam crown he claimed at the 
Australian Open in January.

And now that he’s back 
at number six in the world, 
Federer is reassessing his goals 
for 2017. “This was not part of 
the plan, to win Australia and 
Indian Wells,” Federer said 
after his 6-4, 7-5 victory over 
fellow Swiss Stan Wawrinka in 
the Indian Wells final.

“The goal was to be top 
eight by after Wimbledon, so 
I’m there much, much faster.

“I will make the plan for 
the remainder of the season, 
especially for the clay, after 
Miami, and then see also what 
the goals are because the goals 
are clearly changing after this 
dream start.”

Federer emerged from a 
daunting quarter in Indian 
Wells that also included world 
number two Novak Djokovic 
and 14-time Grand Slam 
champion Rafael Nadal as well 
as former US Open champion 
Juan Martin del Potro and 

rising talents Nick Kyrgios 
and Alexander Zverev.

Kyrgios sent Djokovic 
packing, and the Serbian star 
has since withdrawn from 
this week’s tournament in 
Miami saying an elbow injury 
he’s carried for months had 
worsened.

Federer wiped the floor with 
Nadal in Indian Wells just two 
months after his thrilling five-
set win over the Spaniard in 
the Australian Open final.

Wawrinka was the only 
player who managed to 
break Federer’s serve in 
the California desert, but 
eventually even he could 
only stand back and admire 
his superstar compatriot’s 
majestic progress to the title.

“The way he’s playing is just 
so beautiful,” Wawrinka said 
of the 35-year-old Federer. 
“Everything looks perfect. 
He’s moving amazingly well. 
He has amazing touch. He’s 
doing everything you can do 
on the tennis court.”

Federer captured his 90th 
career title. Although he said it 
was too soon to start thinking 
about the milestone of 100, he 
certainly goes into Miami a 
strong favorite with Djokovic 
as well as injured world 
number one Andy Murray out 
of the second Masters event of 

the year.

Rankings not a priority
He has leapfrogged Nadal to 
sixth in the world rankings. 
Whether he can move past 
Wawrinka, Djokovic and 
Murray and regain the 
number one ranking is a 
question that Federer, in his 
current incarnation, isn’t too 
worried about.

“Sure I’d love to be number 
one again,” he said. “But 
anything else other than 
world  number one for me is 
not interesting. So that’s why 
the rankings is not a priority 
right now.”

Instead, he’s focused on 

approaching each tournament 
he plays with energy and 
eagerness, something he 
admits was missing when 
he turned up in Dubai and 
lost to 116th-ranked Evgeny 
Donskoy.

“I just wasn’t 100 percent 
prepared, unfortunately, 
because of the injury I was 
carryng after Melbourne,” he 
said.  At Indian Wells, he said, 
the preparation was complete 
and the energy was good, 
and he anticipated the same 
for Miami.“I think I’m going 
to be fine on that front just 
because I’m feeling too good 
on the court and I’m having 
too much fun,” Federer said. 

“Winning creates a lot of 
good energy. “But I know how 
hard it is to win back-to-back 
Indian Wells and Miami titles.

“That’s why I go to Miami 
knowing it’s going to be really 
difficult,” added Federer, who 
is showing renewed talent for 
making the difficult look oh 
so easy. (AFP)
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The two divisions of the DHL 
Bahrain Expatriate Netball 

League concludes tonight from 
7.30pm at the British Club 
with five matches scheduled. 
In Division One, British Club 
A and two-time defending 
champions Rugby Club A 
will battle it out for the title at 
7.30pm and Dilmun Club A 

and British Club B play-off for 
third place at 8.10pm. In the 
Second Division, league leaders 
Dilmun Club B with four wins 
from four only need to avoid 
defeat against Rugby Club B for 
the title at 7.30pm, while the 
remaining matches feature Sri 
Lanka Club and Dilmun Club 
C at 8.10pm and British Club C 
and St Christopher’s at 8.50pm.

Dublin

The Football Association 
of Ireland paid tribute 

to Derry City captain Ryan 
McBride yesterday after he died 
suddenly at the age of 27.

McBride, a close friend of 
Republic of Ireland winger 
James McClean, is reported to 
have died at home on Sunday. 
A cause of death has not been 
revealed.

“Irish football is in mourning 
with the loss of a true great of 
the game, with the shocking 
news about Ryan McBride’s 
passing,” FAI chief executive 
John Delaney said in a 
statement.

“I would like to pass on my 
deepest condolences to Ryan’s 
family, friends, and his club, 
Derry City FC, for which he 
was their leader, their captain 
and their inspiration.”

Tributes will be paid to 
McBride prior to Ireland’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Wales in Dublin on Friday.

Irish 
footballer 

McBride 
dies

DHL: Two divisions conclude

© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: Dubai Jockey Club Pictures: Getty

Turf track
Length:
12 furlongs

Dirt track
Length:
8¾ furlongs

Turf race

3

8

0
Dirt race0

5

7

1 9
4

6

2

Finish

1 furlong = 200m

Dubai Kahayla Classic
Godolphin Mile
Dubai Gold Cup
UAE Derby
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Despite losing its crown as the world’s richest
horse race to the inaugural $12m Pegasus
World Cup in Florida, Dubai remains the
richest raceday, with a $30m purse
spread over nine races

2016 winner:
California Chrome

Jockey: Victor Espinoza
Trainer: Art Sherman

Bob Baffert’s 
Arrogate leads

14-horse field for
Dubai World Cup
after powering to
three successive
Grade One wins

Supreme Council for Youth and Sports Deputy General Secretary and Bahrain Olympic Committee (BOC) General 
Secretary Abdulrahman Askar was all praise for the Bahrain women’s basketball team on its return from Doha, where 
they took the competition’s silver medal at the recently-concluded Fifth GCC Women’s Games. Askar noted the remark-
able results of the team under national coach Fadel Milad and the spirit showed by members of the team at the games, 
which resulted in the team finishing second behind champions and host nation Qatar.

Inter Hotel Cricket: K hotel register win
Manama 

The K Hotel defeated 
Crowne Plaza by 11 runs 

in the latest matches of The 
Ritz Carlton Bahrain Sixth 
Inter Hotel Charity Cricket 
Tournament 2017 at the Ritz-
Carlton Staff Recreation area.

Batting first, K Hotel were 
bowled out for 59 in six overs 
with (Nitai 17 off 12 deliveries, 
2x6, Omar two for eight) and 
then Crowne Plaza in reply 
were bowled out for 48 in 4.3 
overs with Omar (26 off 7, 4x6) 
top scoring and Shari (two for 
one) the best of the bowlers.

Further matches on 
Sunday featuring Best 
Western/Downtown Rotana, 
Intercontinental Regency 
(A)/The Ritz Carlton (A), 

Sheraton/Gulf Hotel were 
declared no result due to the 
inclement weather and each 
team awarded a point each.

24 teams are in the fray 
playing round-robin group 
matches followed by the 

knockout stage with the final 
set for 28 March.

This year’s official charity is 
the Child Wish Society.

Other results: 
1) Marriott Executive 25/2 

in 3.1 overs (Inderjeeth 10 off 

6, 1x6, Shahjan 2-6) bt Westin 
24/6 in 5.4 (Rahul 5 off 2, 1x4, 
Sharat 2-4) by 4 wickets. 

2) Diplomat Radisson Blu 
37/3 in 3 (Samir 18 off 11, 
1x6, 2x4, Tanzil 1/3) bt Four 
Seasons (B) 36/4 in 6 (Aldos 18 
off 15, 1x6) by 3 wickets. 

3) Gulf Hotel 73/6 in 6 
(Deen 21 off 10, 2x6, 1x4, Jadav 
2/2, Goutham 1/8) bt Ramada 
bowled out on 31 in 4 overs 
(Goutham 13 off 9, 1x6, 1x4) 
by 42 runs. 

4) Marriott Executive 
Apartment 45/4 in 5.2 overs 
(Kalai 24 off 9, 1x6, 3x4, Kalii 
1/1 bt International Hotel 
Establishment 44/6 in 5.3 overs 
(Samson 25 off 6, 2x6, 3x4, 
Mohammed 1-4) defeated by 
2 wickets.

The K Hotel team


