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Riyadh

The Arab coalition battling 
rebels in Yemen called 

Sunday for Hodeida port to be 
placed under UN supervision, 
after dozens of Somali refugees 
were killed on a boat offshore.

“We are also aware of 
allegations that the attack was 
carried out by a helicopter and 
naval vessel belonging to the 
Saudi-led coalition,” it said in 
a statement.

“We can confirm the 
coalition was not responsible 
for any attack on a refugee 

boat on Friday and there was 
no firing by any coalition 
forces on Friday in the area of 
Hodeida”.

The coalition called for 
the port there “to be placed 
immediately under United 
Nations supervision”.

“This would facilitate the 
flow of humanitarian supplies 
to the Yemeni people, while 
at the same time ending the 
use of the port for weapons 
smuggling and people 
trafficking.”

Somalia has called on the 

coalition fighting in support 
of the Yemeni government 
to investigate the incident in 
which more than 40 Somali 
refugees were shot dead on 
board a boat.

Somalia itself is a member 
of the coalition fighting 
against Shiite Huthi rebels in 
Yemen.

“We call on our partners 
in the Saudi-led coalition to 
investigate the raid,” Somalia’s 
Foreign Minister Abdusalam 
Omer said in a statement 
released Saturday.  (AFP)

Saudi-led coalition calls for 
UN to supervise Yemen port

People who were killed in a boat carrying Somali refugees, arriving at the rebel-held 
Yemeni port city of Hodeida 

Egyptian President  to visit Washington in April
Cairo, 

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi will visit 

Washington in April for talks 
with US President Donald 
Trump that will include the 
stalled Palestinian-Israeli peace 
process, his office said.

A statement by the 
presidency said “the Palestinian 
issue will be discussed” with 
Trump during Sisi’s “visit to 
Washington early in April”.

Sisi “stressed the importance” 
of the US administration’s 
“pivotal role in pushing 
forward the peace process” 
to try to find a solution to 

the decades-old Palestinian-
Israeli conflict leading to the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state.

Trump has cast uncertainty 
over years of international 
efforts to foster a two-state 
solution to the conflict when 
he met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at the 
White House in February.

At that meeting, Trump 
broke with decades of US 
policy by saying he was not 
bound to a two-state solution 
to the conflict and would be 
open to one state if it meant 
peace.

The peace process has been 
deadlocked since April 2014.

Yesterday’s announcement 

came as Sisi held talks in 
Cairo with Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas, 

who is also due to travel to 
Washington in early April for 
talks with Trump, according 
to a Palestinian official who 
requested anonymity.

Sisi’s visit to Washington 
would be the first to the White 
House since he was elected 
president in 2014.

His relations with former 
president Barack Obama’s 
administration had been 
strained since the ouster of 
then-president Mohamed 
Morsi led by Sisi, who was 
defence minister at the time.

The US had briefly 
suspended its military aid to 

Egypt following Morsi’s ouster. 
Washington’s annual $1.3 
billion in military aid was fully 
reinstated in 2015.

In January Trump pledged 
in a phone conversation with 
Sisi that the US remained 
committed to bilateral ties with 
Egypt.

“The president committed to 
continuing military assistance 
to Egypt and working with 
Egypt to ensure that assistance 
most effectively supports 
the Egyptian military’s fight 
against terrorism,” White 
House spokesman Sean Spicer 
said.

Abdel Fattah al-Sisi

FBI to probe Russia links
Washington

FBI Director James 
Comey confirmed for 

the first time yesterday that 
the agency is investigating 
Russian interference in last 
year’s presidential election 
and notably Moscow’s 
possible collusion with 
President Donald Trump’s  
campaign.

He also rejected Trump’s 
claim that predecessor 
Barack Obama wiretapped 
his Trump Tower in New 
York, saying both the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
the Justice Department had 
no evidence to support such  
allegations.

The explosive testimony 
in the House Intelligence 
Committee -- the first public 
hearing into both controversies 
-- came as Trump sought to 
steer the news focus by calling 
the Russia issue, which has been 
a cloud over his November 
victory, “fake news.”

His angry tweets added to 
the huge political pressure 
from both parties on Comey 
and Admiral Mike Rogers, 
the director of the National 
Security Agency. 

But the FBI director 
opened the hearing with a 

bombshell -- confirming 
longstanding reports that 
his agency is conducting a 
counterintelligence probe into 
the Russian government’s 
covert effort to steer the 2016 
presidential vote.

“And that includes 

investigating the nature of 
any links between individuals 
associated with the Trump 
campaign and the Russian 
government, and whether there 
was any coordination between 
the campaign and Russia’s 
efforts,” he said.

James Comey (left), Director of the FBI, and Michael Rogers, Director of the NSA ath the hearing

Palestinan policeman 
killed in shootout
Ramallah,

A murder suspect killed a 
Palestinian policeman 

yesterday in a shootout at 
a refugee camp in the West 
Bank, the official Wafa news 
agency reported.

The shooting broke out 
in the densely populated 
Palestinian refugee camp of 
Balata, in the Israeli-occupied 
city of Nablus, when police 
went to arrest suspects, Wafa 
said, quoting officials.

Police spokesman Adnan 
al-Damiri identified the 
policeman who died as 
Hassan Ali al-Hajj and said 
he was shot dead by Ahmed 
Abu Hamada, also known as 
“Zaabur”.

Abu Hamada, who was 
wounded in the gunfight,  
was wanted by for murder, the 
possession of weapons and 
trafficking, as well as opening 
fire on police, said Damiri. 
Police had gone to arrest him 

and other wanted criminals, 
but he refused to surrender 
and began shooting at the 
security forces.

The governor of Nablus 
told Wafa that a second 
policeman was slightly 
wounded in the shootout.

The suspect was eventually 
arrested, said Wafa.

Balata -- the largest 
Palestinian refugee camp 
in the West Bank home 
to 30,000 people -- saw an 
uptick of violence last year 
when Palestinian security 
forces launched raids to seize 
illegal weapons.

There are frequent clashes 
between police and armed 
men who are holed up in the 
camp. One of the men, Hatem 
Abu Rizeq, 30, recently said 
he does not “trust Palestinian 
security forces” and those 
like him tracked by the 
authorities are constantly in 
fear of being “executed”.


