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Pope begs God’s forgiveness 
for sins in Rwanda genocide

Man faces court for slashing 
Gainsborough painting

Pope Francis yesterday 
begged for God’s forgive-
ness for “the sins and fail-
ings of the Church and its 
members” implicated in 
the 1994 Rwanda genocide 
that killed around 800,000 
people.

Britain named Jeremy 
Fleming as the new head 
for its spying agency GCHQ, 
which has been embroiled 
with Washington over alle-
gations that it was used to 
snoop on Donald Trump.

A man suspected of slash-
ing the 18th century painting 
by Thomas Gainsborough at 
Britain’s National Gallery is 
due to appear in court.
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Stockholm

A seventh patient of 
Italian surgeon Paolo 

Macchiarini, accused of 
misconduct after claiming 
to have carried out 
groundbreaking synthetic 
organ transplant work, 
has died, her father said 
yesterday.

Macchiarini performed 
two synthetic trachea 
transplants on Yesim Cetir, 
26, in Stockholm in 2012 
and 2013, but she suffered 
brutal complications until 
her death. 

In the early hours of 
yesterday, her father 
Hayrullah Cetir announced 

on his Facebook account 
that Yesim died at Temple 
University Hospital in 
Philadelphia. 

Macchiarini operated on 
eight patients between 2011 
and 2014, three of them at 
the prestigious Stockholm-
based Karolinska Institute, 
which selects the winners 
of the Nobel Prize in  
medicine.

The surgeon gained 
worldwide fame in 
2011 by carrying out the 
world’s first graft of an 
artificial plastic trachea, 
which was to be colonised 
by the patients’ stem  
cells. 

Paris

Around 100 people were 
evacuated yesterday 

from the offices of France’s 
financial fraud prosecutors 
over a bomb alert, two 
days after an attack led to 
the evacuation of the city’s 
second busiest airport.

An anonymous caller 
had told police that there 
was a bomb in the building 
that houses prosecutors 
investigating high-level 
financial crimes, a police 

source said. Bomb disposal 
experts were sent to the site 
in central Paris, which was 
cordoned off.

The all-clear was given 
after “the usual checks” 
were carried out, the source  
said.

The bomb scare comes 
after Saturday’s attack at Orly 
airport where a man who had 
been investigated for links to 
radical Islam was shot dead 
after assaulting a soldier on 
patrol and grabbing her rifle.

Beijing

Chinese police have 
arrested a man accused 

of stealing dozens of 
fossilised dinosaur eggs, state 
media said yesterday, but 
some eggs are  apparently 
still unaccounted for.

The man surnamed Wang 
allegedly stole 80 of the eggs 
from a collector in the eastern 
province of Zhejiang on the 
night of January 9 with the 
help of three accomplices, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Wang had previously 
visited the collector twice 
under the pretext of wishing 
to make a purchase, the 
report said.  The four 

suspects divided the 
eggs between them and 
Wang took home 27 of  
them.

Those 27 fossils were 
recovered by police after they 
arrested Wang in his home 
town in Huanan county in 
Heilongjiang province on 
March 4, provincial police 
said in a statement. 

Wang’s three accomplices 
were also soon apprehended, 
according to the statement. It 
did not say what happened to 
the rest of the eggs. 

Heilongjiang police 
confirmed Wang was in 
police custody but refused 
to confirm the status of the 
other suspects.

Paris fraud squad offices 
evacuated over bomb scare

I don’t get these crazies. Why 
are you trying to impose on 
us? Why don’t you mind 
your own business” 

Rodrigo Duterte
Philippine President

UK names new spy chief 
amid dispute with US

Pakistan passes landmark
Hindu marriage bill
The president of Pakistan, 
Mamnoon Hussain has 
signed into law a bill allow-
ing the Hindu minority to 
register their marriages for 
the first time since partition 
from India in 1947.

Chinese police arrest 
dinosaur-egg bandit

Eccentric surgeon’s seventh 
transplant patient dies

Moscow

Russia’s foreign ministry 
yesterday said it 

had summoned Israel’s 
ambassador over air strikes 
close to Moscow’s forces near 
the historic Syrian city of 
Palmyra.

Deputy foreign minister 
Mikhail Bogdanov told 
Interfax news agency that 
Ambassador Gary Koren was 
summoned on Friday and 
“asked about” the strikes.

The ministry “expressed 
concern” about the action 
taking place near Russian 
military locations, Bogdanov 
said.

Russia -- which is 
conducting its own bombing 
campaign in Syria in support 
of President Bashar al-Assad 

-- said earlier this month 
that more than 180 of its 
troops have started demining 
around Palmyra’s ancient 
monuments.

Russia and Israel have 
set up a “hotline” aimed at 
avoiding air clashes over Syria 
and Bogdanov said Moscow 
“would like this channel to 
work more effectively” to 
ensure no “misunderstanding 
on who is doing what.”

Israeli warplanes struck 
several targets on Friday, 
prompting retaliatory Syrian 
missile launches, in the most 
serious incident between the 
two countries since the war 
began six years ago.

Israel’s military said it 
had been targeting weapons 
bound for Lebanon’s 

Hezbollah movement, which 
backs Assad in Syria.

Syria’s military said it 
had downed an Israeli plane 
and hit another as they were 
carrying out pre-dawn strikes 
near Palmyra, the famed 
desert city it recaptured from 
jihadists this month.

The Israeli military  
denied that any planes had 
been hit.

On Sunday, Israeli  
Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman threatened to 
destroy Syria’s air defence 
systems “without the slightest 
hesitation” if there was a 
similar incident.

Russia has deployed 
its own high-tech missile 
defence systems to Syria to 
protect its forces there. (AFP)

Washington

A SpaceX Dragon cargo 
ship loaded with 4,000 

pounds of science samples, 
no-longer-needed equipment 
and trash was released  
from the International Space 
Station early Sunday for a  
fiery return to Earth, splashing 
safely into the Pacific Ocean 
to wrap up a month-long stay 
in space.

The Dragon capsule --  
the only such vessel capable 
of returning research samples 
and other material to  
Earth -- remained docked 
with the ISS for nearly a  
month after delivering  
more than two tonnes of  
food, water and scientific 
equipment for NASA on 
February 23.

Before its departure, the 
crew loaded the cargo ship with  
old equipment, waste and  
research samples from 
experiments carried out 
in the station’s condition  
of microgravity.

Released by the ISS’s 
robot arm at 0900 GMT, the  
capsule undertook a more  
than six-hour journey back  

 

to Earth, landing off the 
coast of Mexico just before 
1600 GMT, its final descent  
slowed by three giant 
parachutes.

“Today we said goodbye 
to the #Dragon!” tweeted  
the French astronaut Thomas 
Pesquet, one of six crew 
members, who arrived on  

the ISS in November.
“She is taking part of  

us back to the ground with  
her – important scientific 
samples, some from the crew!”

“Good splashdown of 
Dragon confirmed, carrying 
@NASA science and research 
cargo back from the @Space_
Station,” SpaceX tweeted.

SpaceX Dragon cargo 
ship returns to Earth

Dragon cargo capsule, seen attached to a Falcon 9 rocket (file pic)

Gary Koren

Team of explosives experts walk 
with their dogs towards the financial crimes court


