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Qatari diplomat 
forced to leave 
Gaza emergency 
aid conference
Gaza

Palestinians in Gaza City 
threw shoes at Qatari 

ambassador Mohammed 
Al Emadi, forcing him to 
leave a press conference at a 
hospital, where he detailed a 
new emergency fund to aid the 
blockaded territory.

Qatar maintains contacts 
with the militant group 
Hamas and co-ordinates 
projects in Hamas-held Gaza. 
On Monday, Al Emadi said 
that his country will give $9 
million (Dh33m) to reportedly 
address fuel and medicine 

shortages.
According to the pan-Arab 

daily, Asharq Al Awsat, one 
of the hospital workers asked 
Al Emadi about their salaries, 
which staff — who had been 
on strike for 10 days — say 
they have not received in 
months.

One man, who spoke to Al 
Arabiya news channel, said 
that the aid was not reaching 
the people.

“The ambassador said 
there’s $9 million. Where are 
they? They said $1 million is 
for the unfortunate and poor, 

where are they,” he said.
Gaza has been under an 

Israeli-Egyptian blockade 
since Hamas wrested control 
of the territory from the 

West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority in 2007. A dispute 
over money and revenue 
collections has stalled a 
reconciliation deal between 

Hamas and Palestinian 
president Mahmoud Abbas’ 
Fatah party, which Egypt 
brokered in October.

Al Emadi on Monday said 
the issue of salaries was not 
related to Qatar.

“There are contracts 
between the employees and the 
companies with whom they 
work and there are contracts 
with the ministry of health 
and it should pay salaries. This 
has nothing to do with the 
Qatari grant,” he was quoted 
as saying by Asharq Al Awsat.

The ambassador’s response 

angered the hospital cleaning 
workers, who began throwing 
shoes at him and tearing up 
pictures of the Qatari emir.

They are demanding 
payment from the Hamas-run 
healthy ministry. Hamas and 
Abbas’ Palestinian Authority 
are locked in a dispute over 
who is responsible for paying 
them. Sources told the daily 
that the Al Emadi was not 
directly hit but was forced to 
leave. Hamas officials later 
apologised to the Qatari 
ambassador, the  report  
added. - The National
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The authorities have foiled an attempt 
to smuggle a large shipment of liquor 

into the Kingdom, Director-General of 
Criminal Investigation and Forensic 
Science said on Monday. A gang of 21 
people from various Asian countries 
were arrested during the operation, the 
Director-General said. The smugglers 
used a sand carrier vessel to load the 
bottles from a boat in the deep sea, 
offloaded them with help from their 

accomplices in the area reserved for the 
company at the port. The liquor was then 
transferred to warehouses and from there 
either sold locally at lower prices than the 
market value or smuggled abroad.

The police seized liquor worth more 
than BD200,000, and more than 36,000 
dinars in cash. They also confiscated the 
vehicles used to transfer the smuggled 
items.

The director general said that legal 
proceedings were being taken to refer the 
case to the public prosecution.

Large quantity of 
liquor seized, 
21 Asians arrested

Race hots up for BCCI top posts
From Page 1

Earlier this month, an audio clip 
in which a woman was heard 

offering incentives to a potential 
voter, allegedly on behalf of 
Sharaka Bloc had circulated online. 
Sharaka called it a dirty tactic and 
said they would take legal action. 
Asked whether the campaign is 
getting murkier, Mohammed 
Sajid Ul Haq told DT News that 
people should not practice fake 
propaganda. “We have read and 
heard many messages that are fake 
which is not good or healthy for 
the election, he said. 

Eman Nooruddin of Al Ghad 
said they are confident that the 
elections will be smooth. “ The 
BCCI committee has been working 
to make this election as transparent 
as possible,” she added. Batool 
Mohammed Dadabhai expressed 
confidence that no one will indulge 
in malpractice. “ Everyone is on 
high alert,” she said.

The election is held under the 

supervision of an autonomous 
election consisting of eight 
members and a head which is 
responsible for receiving and 
reviewing applications for board 
membership candidacy and 
supervising the elections process. 
The voter list prepared by the 
committee will include the name 
of the member entitled to vote, 
business type, and commercial 
address.  The elections committee 
receives the nomination 
applications 15 days prior to the 
elections date, that is March 10. 
The nominations will be closed 
five days prior to the elections 
date, says the BCCI bylaw, which 
regulates the election process. 

Case filed
Meanwhile, despite the election 
committee assuring that the 
BCCI’s voter database cannot be 
tampered with, a group of voters 
have decided to challenge the 
election committee. 

“We have the proof, otherwise 
we would not file a case,” said 
Lawyer Saad Jaber Aldsoeri 
who has moved the High 
Administrative Court on behalf 
of his clients whose names are not 
disclosed yet. The lawsuit demands 
that only company owners whose 
commercial registrations (CRs) 
are registered with the government 
should be allowed to vote. It also 
demands that judges should 
supervise the polls, not BCCI 
officials.  “This is nothing personal 
against the election committee,” 
said Saad Jaber Aldoseri, adding 
that BCCI’s voter database is 
vulnerable to manipulation. The 
lawsuit is up for the first hearing 
on February 25.

“We have taken all precaution 
necessary to keep the database 
updated and safe,” said the election 
committee chairperson, Jassim 
Hassan Abdul’aal. “The claims are 
based on rumors,” he added.  

Bahrain has around 100,000 CR 
holders and the election committee 
is expected to announce the final 
count of registered voters today. 
A new seven-member bloc, 
Taawon 2018, will announce their 
candidature today. And the battle 
is only heating up with more 
independents expected to enter 
the fray.  

(With additional reporting by 
Supriya Reginald/ DTNN 

supriya@dt.bh )
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