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@realDonaldTrump

I have been much tougher on 
Russia than Obama, just look 
at the facts. Total Fake News!

x

Manama

A new mosque named 
after Mubarak and 

Fatima Kanoo was opened 
in Muharraq City yesterday. 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments Minister Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ali Al-Khalifa 
inaugurated the BD250,000 
mosque, which was 
completed recently. Located 
in Northeast Muharraq, the 
new mosque has a capacity 
to accommodate 285 
worshippers. 

New mosque opened
in Muharraq
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Palestinians force 
Qatari envoy 
to leave Gaza 
conference  Several new faces in the election fray

10-fold increase in number of voters

Final voters’ list to be out today

HM issues 
laws, decree
Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 

ratified and issued Law 
4/2018, Law 5/2018 and 
Decree 11/2018. Law 4/2018 
stipulates the ratification of 
the agreement between the 
Bahrain and the US regarding 
international tax compliance 
and the enforcement of 
the foreign accounts tax 
compliance agreement, signed 
in Manama on January 18.

Mohammad Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

With 10 times more ballots to 
be cast than the previous 

years, voter registration to elect 
the 29th board of the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (BCCI) ended yesterday 
as major blocs continued 
their electioneering marred by 
accusations of a smear campaign 
and a lawsuit questioning the 
legitimacy of the electoral roll 
maintained by the Chamber.

Brushing aside the lawsuit 
challenging the electoral roll as 
“baseless accusations,” BCCI’s 
election committee chairperson, 
Jassim Hassan Abdul’aal, told 
DT News that preparations are 
in full swing for the biggest-ever 
Chamber elections with around 
50,000 businesspersons already 
registered to cast their votes on 
March 10.  

All blocs confident
All major blocs who have 
announced their candidature 
with optimism, as they continue 
to woo voters in an election 
that mandates all commercial 
registration holders to be BCCI  
members. 

That makes the chamber 
a cosmopolitan body truly 

representing the rich and 
diverse cross-section of Bahraini 
society. Considering the number 
of businesspeople added, the 
Chamber is also expected 
to generate to the tune of BD 
100,000 just in membership  
fees. 

The competition has generated 
much steam, with the major blocs 
showing strength not just in the 
number of candidates fielded, but 
also featuring themselves in social 
media platforms like Twitter and 
Instagram targeting the old and 
the young alike. 

“There are many new faces 
coming up and all are equally 
competitive,” Batool Mohammed 
Dadabhai representing Tojjar bloc 
told DT News. “I believe Tojjar 2018 
have the perfect combination,” she 
added. Asked about the chances 
of Al Ghad bloc, Candidate Eman 
Nooruddin said they are meeting 
with businesspersons of different 
sectors. “Our plan is to talk to as 
many people as we can,” she said. 
An optimistic Mohammed Sajid 
UlHaq of Sharaka Bloc, which 
also has sitting chamber members, 
said their chances are bright. “We 
have a good percentage of old and 
new and this is an advantage,”  
he said. 

(Continued on page 3)
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