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@realDonaldTrump

I have been much tougher on 
Russia than Obama, just look 
at the facts. Total Fake News!

x

Manama

A new mosque named 
after Mubarak and 

Fatima Kanoo was opened 
in Muharraq City yesterday. 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments Minister Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ali Al-Khalifa 
inaugurated the BD250,000 
mosque, which was 
completed recently. Located 
in Northeast Muharraq, the 
new mosque has a capacity 
to accommodate 285 
worshippers. 

New mosque opened
in Muharraq
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Palestinians force 
Qatari envoy 
to leave Gaza 
conference  Several new faces in the election fray

10-fold increase in number of voters

Final voters’ list to be out today

HM issues 
laws, decree
Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 

ratified and issued Law 
4/2018, Law 5/2018 and 
Decree 11/2018. Law 4/2018 
stipulates the ratification of 
the agreement between the 
Bahrain and the US regarding 
international tax compliance 
and the enforcement of 
the foreign accounts tax 
compliance agreement, signed 
in Manama on January 18.

Mohammad Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

Manama

With 10 times more ballots to 
be cast than the previous 

years, voter registration to elect 
the 29th board of the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (BCCI) ended yesterday 
as major blocs continued 
their electioneering marred by 
accusations of a smear campaign 
and a lawsuit questioning the 
legitimacy of the electoral roll 
maintained by the Chamber.

Brushing aside the lawsuit 
challenging the electoral roll as 
“baseless accusations,” BCCI’s 
election committee chairperson, 
Jassim Hassan Abdul’aal, told 
DT News that preparations are 
in full swing for the biggest-ever 
Chamber elections with around 
50,000 businesspersons already 
registered to cast their votes on 
March 10.  

All blocs confident
All major blocs who have 
announced their candidature 
with optimism, as they continue 
to woo voters in an election 
that mandates all commercial 
registration holders to be BCCI  
members. 

That makes the chamber 
a cosmopolitan body truly 

representing the rich and 
diverse cross-section of Bahraini 
society. Considering the number 
of businesspeople added, the 
Chamber is also expected 
to generate to the tune of BD 
100,000 just in membership  
fees. 

The competition has generated 
much steam, with the major blocs 
showing strength not just in the 
number of candidates fielded, but 
also featuring themselves in social 
media platforms like Twitter and 
Instagram targeting the old and 
the young alike. 

“There are many new faces 
coming up and all are equally 
competitive,” Batool Mohammed 
Dadabhai representing Tojjar bloc 
told DT News. “I believe Tojjar 2018 
have the perfect combination,” she 
added. Asked about the chances 
of Al Ghad bloc, Candidate Eman 
Nooruddin said they are meeting 
with businesspersons of different 
sectors. “Our plan is to talk to as 
many people as we can,” she said. 
An optimistic Mohammed Sajid 
UlHaq of Sharaka Bloc, which 
also has sitting chamber members, 
said their chances are bright. “We 
have a good percentage of old and 
new and this is an advantage,”  
he said. 

(Continued on page 3)
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Attracts more than 
122,000 visitors from 

neighbouring countries
DT News Network 
reporter@dt.bh

By generating a record 
BD19 Million worth of 

transactions, the recently 
concluded Shop Bahrain 
festival, with its impressive 
line of activities, has turned 
out to be a huge hit among 
shoppers. 

Spending, according to 
the organisers of the fourth 
edition of the Bahrain 
Shopping Festival, has 
more than doubled, when 
compared to the BD8 million 
worth of transaction recorded 
last year. 

During a press conference 
held yesterday at the Bahrain 
International Exhibition 
Centre, the organisers told 
the reporters that the Festival 
resulted in generating more 
than 145,000 transactions 
compared to 130,000 
transactions made last year. 

More than 137,000 
shoppers registered in the 
Festival Loyalty System and 
were enrolled in the raffle 
draw to win the numerous 
prizes offered by the strategic 
partners compared to 48,000 
shoppers registered last year.

The 30-day shopping 
extravaganza, which is also 
the largest event in the 
Kingdom, that took place 
from 11th January  and 
until 10th February 2018, 
coincided with the holidays 
of the neighbouring GCC 
countries and Bahrain.  

“This years edition was a 
great success in comparison 
to the previous years, where 
the value of transactions 
increased significantly, 
in addition to the number 
of visitors, participating 
restaurants, hotels and 
shopping malls, as well as the 
prizes,” said Chief Executive 
Officer of the Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibitions 
Authority (BTEA) Shaikh 
Khaled bin Humood Al 
Khalifa.

The Festival saw the 
participation of 27 hotels 
compared to 22 hotels last 

year, 21 shopping malls 
compared to 18 last year and 
41 participating restaurants in 
the ‘Taste Tour’ compared to 
29 restaurants in the previous 
edition.

The ‘Festival City’ 
welcomed more than 70,290 
visitors from the Kingdom 
and the neighbouring 
countries in comparison to 
45,000 visitors last year. While 
the in-mall activities received 
more than 51,710 visitors in 
comparison to 35,000 visitors 
last year. Also, the ‘Taste Tour’ 
received 2,500 participants 
visiting the participating 
restaurants from around the 
Kingdom in comparison to 
2,016 participants last year. 
The festival attracted more 
than 122,000 visitors from 
neighbouring countries.

The previous edition of 
the Festival included 38,015 
prizes in comparison to more 
than 80,000 prizes offered 
this year that included a 
luxury apartment in Juffair 
from HouseME, 20 cars 
from YK Al Moayyed & Sons 
compared to 13 cars offered 
last year, and 6,000 airline 
tickets at a special rate from 
Gulf Air compared to 100 
free tickets offered last year, 
and more than 30,000 instant 
prizes from VIVA Bahrain. 

Looking ahead, Shaikh 
Khaled said, “We look 
forward to launching the next 
edition of Shop Bahrain and 
towards developing a more 
robust events calendar.” 

The Head of Tourism 
Relations at BTEA, Reem 
Tawfiqi  added that this year’s 
edition differs as it provided 
a variety of activities that 
suit all ages, as well as many 
valuable prizes. 

The Festival comes in-line 
with BTEA’s long-term 
strategy ‘Ours.Yours’ that 
contributes to the increase 
in the revenues generated by 
the tourism sector and the 
national economy, while 
attracting families from 
neighbouring Gulf countries 
to participate in the Festival.

The 30-day 
shopping festival 

took place 
between 11th 

January and 10th 
February 2018

Shop Bahrain officials at the press conference
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Qatari diplomat 
forced to leave 
Gaza emergency 
aid conference
Gaza

Palestinians in Gaza City 
threw shoes at Qatari 

ambassador Mohammed 
Al Emadi, forcing him to 
leave a press conference at a 
hospital, where he detailed a 
new emergency fund to aid the 
blockaded territory.

Qatar maintains contacts 
with the militant group 
Hamas and co-ordinates 
projects in Hamas-held Gaza. 
On Monday, Al Emadi said 
that his country will give $9 
million (Dh33m) to reportedly 
address fuel and medicine 

shortages.
According to the pan-Arab 

daily, Asharq Al Awsat, one 
of the hospital workers asked 
Al Emadi about their salaries, 
which staff — who had been 
on strike for 10 days — say 
they have not received in 
months.

One man, who spoke to Al 
Arabiya news channel, said 
that the aid was not reaching 
the people.

“The ambassador said 
there’s $9 million. Where are 
they? They said $1 million is 
for the unfortunate and poor, 

where are they,” he said.
Gaza has been under an 

Israeli-Egyptian blockade 
since Hamas wrested control 
of the territory from the 

West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority in 2007. A dispute 
over money and revenue 
collections has stalled a 
reconciliation deal between 

Hamas and Palestinian 
president Mahmoud Abbas’ 
Fatah party, which Egypt 
brokered in October.

Al Emadi on Monday said 
the issue of salaries was not 
related to Qatar.

“There are contracts 
between the employees and the 
companies with whom they 
work and there are contracts 
with the ministry of health 
and it should pay salaries. This 
has nothing to do with the 
Qatari grant,” he was quoted 
as saying by Asharq Al Awsat.

The ambassador’s response 

angered the hospital cleaning 
workers, who began throwing 
shoes at him and tearing up 
pictures of the Qatari emir.

They are demanding 
payment from the Hamas-run 
healthy ministry. Hamas and 
Abbas’ Palestinian Authority 
are locked in a dispute over 
who is responsible for paying 
them. Sources told the daily 
that the Al Emadi was not 
directly hit but was forced to 
leave. Hamas officials later 
apologised to the Qatari 
ambassador, the  report  
added. - The National

Qatar maintains contacts with 
the militant group Hamas 
and co-ordinates projects 

in Hamas-held Gaza. Hamas 
and  Palestinian Authority are 

locked in a dispute over who is 
responsible for paying them

DT News  Network
Manama

The authorities have foiled an attempt 
to smuggle a large shipment of liquor 

into the Kingdom, Director-General of 
Criminal Investigation and Forensic 
Science said on Monday. A gang of 21 
people from various Asian countries 
were arrested during the operation, the 
Director-General said. The smugglers 
used a sand carrier vessel to load the 
bottles from a boat in the deep sea, 
offloaded them with help from their 

accomplices in the area reserved for the 
company at the port. The liquor was then 
transferred to warehouses and from there 
either sold locally at lower prices than the 
market value or smuggled abroad.

The police seized liquor worth more 
than BD200,000, and more than 36,000 
dinars in cash. They also confiscated the 
vehicles used to transfer the smuggled 
items.

The director general said that legal 
proceedings were being taken to refer the 
case to the public prosecution.

Large quantity of 
liquor seized, 
21 Asians arrested

Race hots up for BCCI top posts
From Page 1

Earlier this month, an audio clip 
in which a woman was heard 

offering incentives to a potential 
voter, allegedly on behalf of 
Sharaka Bloc had circulated online. 
Sharaka called it a dirty tactic and 
said they would take legal action. 
Asked whether the campaign is 
getting murkier, Mohammed 
Sajid Ul Haq told DT News that 
people should not practice fake 
propaganda. “We have read and 
heard many messages that are fake 
which is not good or healthy for 
the election, he said. 

Eman Nooruddin of Al Ghad 
said they are confident that the 
elections will be smooth. “ The 
BCCI committee has been working 
to make this election as transparent 
as possible,” she added. Batool 
Mohammed Dadabhai expressed 
confidence that no one will indulge 
in malpractice. “ Everyone is on 
high alert,” she said.

The election is held under the 

supervision of an autonomous 
election consisting of eight 
members and a head which is 
responsible for receiving and 
reviewing applications for board 
membership candidacy and 
supervising the elections process. 
The voter list prepared by the 
committee will include the name 
of the member entitled to vote, 
business type, and commercial 
address.  The elections committee 
receives the nomination 
applications 15 days prior to the 
elections date, that is March 10. 
The nominations will be closed 
five days prior to the elections 
date, says the BCCI bylaw, which 
regulates the election process. 

Case filed
Meanwhile, despite the election 
committee assuring that the 
BCCI’s voter database cannot be 
tampered with, a group of voters 
have decided to challenge the 
election committee. 

“We have the proof, otherwise 
we would not file a case,” said 
Lawyer Saad Jaber Aldsoeri 
who has moved the High 
Administrative Court on behalf 
of his clients whose names are not 
disclosed yet. The lawsuit demands 
that only company owners whose 
commercial registrations (CRs) 
are registered with the government 
should be allowed to vote. It also 
demands that judges should 
supervise the polls, not BCCI 
officials.  “This is nothing personal 
against the election committee,” 
said Saad Jaber Aldoseri, adding 
that BCCI’s voter database is 
vulnerable to manipulation. The 
lawsuit is up for the first hearing 
on February 25.

“We have taken all precaution 
necessary to keep the database 
updated and safe,” said the election 
committee chairperson, Jassim 
Hassan Abdul’aal. “The claims are 
based on rumors,” he added.  

Bahrain has around 100,000 CR 
holders and the election committee 
is expected to announce the final 
count of registered voters today. 
A new seven-member bloc, 
Taawon 2018, will announce their 
candidature today. And the battle 
is only heating up with more 
independents expected to enter 
the fray.  

(With additional reporting by 
Supriya Reginald/ DTNN 

supriya@dt.bh )

The liquor seized by the authorities

Qatar’s ambassador to Gaza Mohammed Al Emadi

The voter list prepared by the 
committee will include the name of the 
member entitled to vote, business type, 
and commercial address.  The elections 

committee receives the nomination 
applications 15 days prior to the 
elections date, that is March 10 
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ASSETS         
Cash and investments:         
Statutory deposits  125,000   125,000   -     -     -     -     125,000   125,000 
Cash and balances with banks 1,255,696   1,114,232   3,083,394   5,331,443   1,195,896   1,162,428   5,534,986   7,608,103 
Available for sale investments  2,907,441   2,428,308   1,070,434   773,056   1,626,512   1,485,205   5,604,387   4,686,569 
  4,288,137   3,667,540   4,153,828   6,104,499   2,822,408   2,647,633   11,264,373   12,419,672 

Takaful and retakaful receivables  -     -    9,604,360   8,578,362   284,707   440,464   9,889,067   9,018,826 
Retakaful share of outstanding claims  -     -     6,556,258   8,285,559   738,241   616,433   7,294,499   8,901,992 
Deferred retakaful contribution  -     -     2,072,318   2,702,966   84,760   327,386   2,157,078   3,030,352 
Deferred acquisition costs  464,402   706,739   -     -     -     -     464,402   706,739 
Retakaful share of family takaful technical reserves  -     -     -     -     383,892   1,707,505   383,892   1,707,505 
Property and equipment  2,083,013   2,272,525   -     -     -     -     2,083,013   2,272,525 
Other receivables and prepayments 162,942   333,142   171,393   104,982   27,352   10,936   361,687   449,060 
Receivable from takaful funds  916,585   983,532   -     -     -     -     916,585   983,532 
TOTAL ASSETS  7,915,079   7,963,478   22,558,157   25,776,368   4,341,360   5,750,357   34,814,596   39,490,203 
SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY, PARTICIPANTS' FUND AND LIABILITIES        
Shareholders' equity         
Share capital  6,250,000   6,250,000   -     -     -     -     6,250,000   6,250,000 
Statutory reserve  522,041   519,727   -     -     -    -  522,041   519,727 
General reserve  200,000   200,000   -     -     -    -  200,000   200,000 
Accumulated losses  (658,387) (679,213) -     -     -    -  (658,387)  (679,213)
Investments fair value reserve  63,219   (23,543)  21,338   12,833   (22,286)  (33,041)  62,271   (43,751)
Equity attributable to shareholders of the parent 6,376,873   6,266,971   21,338   12,833   (22,286)  (33,041)  6,375,925   6,246,763 
Non-controlling interests  100,817   70,586   -     -     -     -     100,817   70,586 
Total equity 6,477,690  6,337,557   21,338   12,833   (22,286)  (33,041)  6,476,742   6,317,349 
(Deficit)/surplus in participants' fund  -     -     (1,615,371)  (1,346,619)  651,931   1,209,357   (963,440)  (137,262)
Liabilities         
Gross outstanding claims  -     -     9,889,079   11,004,805   897,850   733,691   10,786,929   11,738,496 
Unearned contributions  -     -     8,045,087   8,226,306   150,657   462,157   8,195,744   8,688,463 
Unearned commissions  -     -      332,568   480,289   -     5,027   332,568   485,316 
Family takaful technical reserves  -     -     -     -     2,063,704   2,780,866   2,063,704   2,780,866 
Takaful and retakaful payables  456,320   567,550   4,489,678   5,675,492   481,412   581,770   5,427,410   6,824,812 
Other liabilities and provisions  675,884   812,703   595,318   748,294   1,967   1,966   1,273,169   1,562,963 
Employees’ terminal benefits  305,185   245,668   -     -     -     -     305,185   245,668 
Payable to shareholders  -     -     800,460  974,968   116,125   8,564   916,585   983,532 

Total liabilities  1,437,389   1,625,921  24,152,190  27,110,154   3,711,715   4,574,041   29,301,294   33,310,116 
TOTAL SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY, PARTICIPANTS’ FUND AND LIABILITIES  7,915,079   7,963,478   22,558,157   25,776,368   4,341,360   5,750,357   34,814,596   39,490,203 

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

Shareholders General takaful Family takaful Total 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (As At 31 December 2017)    

Revenues         
Gross contributions  -     -     18,069,815   20,290,466   1,584,184   1,867,284   19,653,999   22,157,750 
Retakaful share of gross contributions  -     -     (5,439,179)  (6,632,333)  (753,328)  (633,336)  (6,192,507)  (7,265,669)
Retained contributions  -     -     12,630,636   13,658,133   830,856   1,233,948   13,461,492   14,892,081 
Unearned contributions adjustment - gross - - 181,219   (431,825) 311,500   (327,441)  492,719   (759,266)
Unearned contributions adjustment - retakaful  -     -     (630,648)  627,715   (242,626)  242,474   (873,274)  870,189 
Net earned contributions  -     -     12,181,207   13,854,023   899,730   1,148,981   13,080,937   15,003,004 
Commission income  -     -     856,945   1,076,852   10,727   10,490   867,672   1,087,342 
Unearned retakaful commission income adjustment  -    -  147,721   (139,692)  5,027   (2,147)  152,748   (141,839)
Net earned commission income  -     -     1,004,666   937,160   15,754   8,343   1,020,420   945,503 
Other takaful income   -    -  4,597   6,740   5,569   7,510   10,166   14,250 

Total takaful revenue  -     -     13,190,470   14,797,923   921,053   1,164,834   14,111,523   15,962,757 

Expenses         
Gross claims paid    -    -  (16,250,399)  (19,113,915)  (936,122)  (1,058,155)  (17,186,521)  (20,172,070)
Claims recovered from retakaful and other parties  -     -     7,748,909   7,899,708   512,244   807,003   8,261,153   8,706,711 
Outstanding claims adjustments - gross    1,115,726   1,111,496   (164,159)  (1,233)  951,567   1,110,263 
Outstanding claims adjustments - retakaful and others  -    - (1,729,301)   179,860   121,808   30,241   (1,607,493)  210,101
         
Net claims incurred  -     -    (9,115,065)  (9,922,851)  (466,229)  (222,144)  (9,581,294)  (10,144,995)
Other takaful expenses  -    -  (477,596)  (410,048)  (3,049)  (15,703)  (480,645)  (425,751)
Transfer to family takaful technical reserve  -     -    -    -  (606,451)  (171,254)  (606,451)  (171,254)
Provision for impaired takaful receivables  -    -  (215,245)  79,131   (5,367)  (1,088)  (220,612)  78,043 
Total takaful expenses  -     -     (9,807,906)  (10,253,768)  (1,081,096)  (410,189)  (10,889,002)  (10,663,957)
Surplus from takaful operations before wakala fees  -     -     3,382,564   4,544,155   (160,043)  754,645   3,222,521   5,298,800 
Wakala fees expense  -     -     (3,541,439)   (4,323,971)  (396,046)  (653,549) (3,937,485)  (4,977,520)
(Deficit) / surplus from takaful
operations after wakala fees  -     -     (158,875)  220,184   (556,089)  101,096   (714,964)  321,280 
Wakala fees income 3,937,485   4,977,520   -     -     -     -     3,937,485   4,977,520 
Investment income  142,272   133,676   130,515   53,276   95,068    140,961   367,855   327,913 
Mudarib share 56,396   48,559   (32,629)  (13,319)  (23,767)  (35,240)  -     -   
Other income - net  389,038   292,445   -     -     -     -     389,038   292,445 

 4,525,191   5,452,200   97,886   39,957   71,301   105,721   4,694,378   5,597,878
Management, general and administrative 
expenses and depreciation  (3,136,352)  (3,180,092)  -     -     -     -     (3,136,352)  (3,180,092)
Amortisation of acquisition costs  (1,214,255)  (1,637,016)  -     -    - -  (1,214,255)  (1,637,016)
Impairment loss on investments  (121,213) (231,801) (207,763)  (181,335)  (72,638)  (57,732) (401,614)  (470,868)
Net management, general and 
administrative expenses  (4,471,820)  (5,048,909)  (207,763) (181,335)  (72,638)  (57,732)  (4,752,221)  (5,287,976)
Net profit and (deficit) / surplus for the year  53,371   403,291   (268,752)  78,806   (557,426)  149,085   (772,807)  631,182 

Attributable to:       
Shareholders of the parent  23,140   396,607 
Non-controlling interests  30,231   6,684 
 53,371   403,291 

Earnings per share 0.37 Fils 6.35 Fils
       

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2017

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

31 December
2016

Shareholders General takaful Family takaful Total 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS (For the year ended 31 December 2017)    

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY 
(For the year ended 31 December 2017)         
       

At 1 January 2017  6,250,000  519,727   200,000   (679,213)  (23,543)  6,266,971   70,586   6,337,557 
Profit for the year  -     -     -     23,140   -     23,140   30,231   53,371 
Other comprehensive income  -     -     -     -     86,762  86,762   -     86,762
Total comprehensive income for the year  -     -     -     23,140   86,762   109,902   30,231   140,133 
Transfer to statutory reserve  -     2,314   -     (2,314)  -     -     -     -   

At 31 December 2017  6,250,000   522,041   200,000   (658,387)  63,219   6,376,873   100,817   6,477,690 
         
At 1 January 2016 as previously reported  6,250,000   480,066   200,000   (1,036,159)  (74,368)  5,819,539   -     5,819,539 
Effect of change due to consolidation  -     -     -     -     -     -     15,902   15,902 
         
At 1 January 2016  6,250,000   480,066   200,000   (1,036,159)  (74,368)  5,819,539   15,902   5,835,441 
Profit for the year  -     -     -     396,607   -     396,607   6,684   403,291 
Other comprehensive income  -     -     -     -     50,825   50,825   -     50,825 
Total comprehensive income for the year  -     -     -     396,607   50,825   447,432   6,684   454,116 
Transfer to statutory reserve  -     39,661   -     (39,661)  -     -     -     -   
Increase in subsidiary capital  -     -     -     -     -     -     48,000   48,000 

At 31 December 2016  6,250,000   519,727   200,000   (679,213)  (23,543)  6,266,971   70,586   6,337,557 

Share 
capital

Statutory
   reserve

General
  reserve

Accumulated
losses

Investments
fair value

reserve

Equity  attributable
to shareholders

of the Parent

Non-
Controlling

interests
Total

equity

At 1 January 2017   (1,346,619)  1,209,357   12,833   (33,041)  (157,470)
Realised fair value gains / (losses) on investment securities   -     -     (421)  20,036   19,615 
Unrealised fair value gains / (losses) on investment securities   -     -     8,926   (9,281)  (355)
Deficit for the year   (268,752)  (557,426)  -     -     (826,178)
       
At 31 December 2017   (1,615,371)  651,931   21,338   (22,286)  (964,388)
       
At 1 January 2016   (1,425,425)  1,060,272   (35,792)  (37,293)  (438,238)
Realised fair value gains on investment securities   -    -  15,271   13,632   28,903
Unrealised fair value gains / (losses) on investment securities   -     -     33,354   (9,380)  23,974 
Surplus for the year   78,806   149,085   -     -     227,891 
       
At 31 December 2016   (1,346,619)  1,209,357   12,833   (33,041)  (157,470)

General takaful

Investments fair value
reserve

General takafulFamily takaful
 

Family takaful
 

Total
 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN PARTICIPANTS' FUND
(For the year ended 31 December 2017)       

Net cashflows (used in) / from operating activities (1,164,897)  2,060,992 
Net cashflows (used in) / from investing activities (2,310,767)  737,946 
Net cashflows from financing activities  -     48,000 
NET (DECREASE) / INCREASE IN CASH AND BANK BALANCES (3,475,664)  2,846,938 
Cash and bank balances at the beginning of the year 6,792,575   3,945,637 
CASH AND BANK BALANCES , END OF THE YEAR 3,316,911   6,792,575 
   
COMPRISING:   
Cash and balance in current accounts 1,987,497   3,604,456 
Bank deposits with maturity of three months or less 1,329,414   3,188,119 
   
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 3,316,911   6,792,575 
Bank deposits with maturity of more than three months 2,218,075   815,528  
Cash and balances with banks as per statement of financial position  5,534,986   7,608,103 
    
   

31 December 2017 31 December 2016

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
(For the year ended 31 December 2017)      

Net profit and surplus / (deficit) for the year 53,371   (268,752)  (557,426)  (772,807) 403,291   78,806   149,085   631,182 
Other comprehensive income / (loss) to be reclassified to 
statement of profit or loss in subsequent years:        
 
Available-for-sale investments:         
Fair value changes arising during the year  55,479   8,926   (9,281)  55,124   14,559   33,354   (9,380)  38,533 
Recycled to statement of profit          
or loss on disposal/impairment  31,283   (421)  20,036   50,898   36,266   15,271   13,632   65,169 
Other comprehensive income for the year to be reclassified
   to statement of profit or loss in subsequent years  86,762   8,505   10,755   106,022   50,825   48,625   4,252   103,702 
         
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (LOSS) FOR THE YEAR  140,133   (260,247)  (546,671)  (666,785)  454,116   127,431   153,337   734,884 
Attributable to:         
Shareholders of the parent  109,902   (260,247)  (546,671)  (697,016)  447,432   127,431   153,337   728,200 
Non-controlling interests  30,231   -     -     30,231   6,684   -     -     6,684 
         
  140,133   (260,247)  (546,671)  (666,785)  454,116   127,431   153,337   734,884 

Shareholders
General
Takaful

Family
Takaful Total Shareholders

General
Takaful

Family
Takaful Total

Year ended 31 December 2017 Year ended 31 December 2016 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
For the year ended 31 December 2017 

These Financial Statements have been Audited by Ernst & young and approved by the 
board of directors at their meeting held on 20th February 2018

Jamal Ali Al Hazeem

www.takaful.bh Licensed as a General and family Takaful Company by the CBB

Abdulrahman Abdulla Mohamad Younis J. Al Sayed
Chairman Vice Chairman Chief Executive

Takaful International Company B.S.C.  
(BAHRAINI DINARS) 

CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2017
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VAT for Beginners: Part 2

Preparing for Value 
Added Tax in Bahrain By Gaurav Khurana

Ph: +973 34423043 
Email: gaurav.khurana@dhruvaadvisors.com

Dhruva Advisors – Bahrain

What is the 
rate of VAT? 

Are all goods 
and services 
liable to VAT? 

 » Each country 
decides the VAT 
rate depending on 
variety of factors 
such as need of 
funds for public 
spending, financial 
discipline, effect of 
on business, effect 
on inflation, etc. 

 » Globally, the rate 
of VAT varies from 
country to country 
and in certain 
countries may also 
vary from product 
to product. For 
example, countries 
with single VAT 
are include France 
(@20%), Australia 
(@10%), Singapore 
(@7%). On the other 
hand countries with 
dual or multiple 
rate include India 
(@ 5%/ 12%/ 18%/ 
28%), Brazil (17% 
/ 20%), Canada.  

 » Standard VAT 
rate in GCC will be 
unanimous across 
the region i.e. @ 5% 
in all member states. 
This is one of the 
lowest in the world. 

 » The answer is: No.  

 » All the countries 
have a list of goods 
and services which 
are not taxed. These 
are either classified 
as “Exempted” or 
“Zero rated” or “Out 
of scope” products 
(goods) / services.  

 » In GCC also there 
will be products/
services that will 
not attract VAT.  

 » An illustrative list 
of such goods or 
services under KSA 
and UAE VAT law are 
outlined below. 

Type of Supplies Examples – KSA Examples – UAE

Standard Supply  
(@ 5% VAT)

All supplies of goods and ser-
vices except those mentioned 
below

Zero-rated Supply 
(@ 0% VAT)

Exempt Supplies
(Nil VAT)

Out of scope supplies 
(No VAT)

 » Export of goods and services 
outside KSA

 » International transportation 
of goods and passengers to or 
from outside KSA

 » Specified medicines and medical 
equipment

 » 1st supply of gold, silver, 
platinum of a prescribed quality

 » Services by employee to 
employment under contract of 
employment

 » Sale not as an Economic activity 
by a non-business (e.g. an 
individual selling his car)

 » Service by Government entity in 
capacity of public authority

 » Sale of Business as a whole

 » Services by employee to 
employment under contract of 
employment

 » Sale not as an Economic activity 
by a non-business (e.g. an 
individual selling his car)

 » Sovereign activities which 
are not in competition with 
the private sector undertaken 
by designated government 
bodies 

 » Sale of Business as a whole 

 » Financial Services except by 
way of fee, commission or 
commercial discount

 » Lease or license of residential 
real estate

 » Primary and Secondary Education 
 » Basic and Preventive Healthcare 

services
 » First supply (sale / lease / license) of 

residential real estate within 3 yrs 
of completion

 » Crude Oil & Natural Gas
 » Export of goods and services outside 

UAE
 » International transportation of goods 

and passengers to or from outside 
UAE

 » Specified medicines and medical 
equipment

 » Supply of gold, silver, platinum of a 
prescribed quality

 » Domestic passenger transportation
 » Financial Services except by way 

of fee, commission or commercial 
discount

 » Bare Land
 » Supply of Residential real estate 

which are not Zero-rated

All supplies of goods and ser-
vices except those mentioned 
below

It can be observed that while there are many similarities in the list of Zero rated and exempted 
items, there are also differences between the two member states. Such distinction is permitted by 
the GCC Common VAT Framework Agreement. Each member state, including Bahrain hence will 
prepare their own list subject to the framework prescribed under the GCC agreement.

(This is part 2 of a multi-part series presented by award-winning VAT Experts Dhruva Advisors – Bahrain. 
Part 3 of the series will be published on Sunday.)

 ***This series is only for educational purposes. To receive advice for a specific business scenario, please consult a Tax expert.
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(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this 

newspaper.)

At 31 December 2017 Audited Audited
 31-Dec-17 31-Dec-16 
ASSETS USD USD
Cash and balances with banks  3,883,703  7,249,891 
Statutory deposits  2,253,653  2,225,716 
Investments  51,238,230  50,827,825 
Reinsurers’ share of technical provisions  7,141,018  7,233,173 
Reinsurers’ share of outstanding claims  2,795,480  3,001,070 
Deferred acquisition costs  220,807  401,318 
Amounts due from related parties  400,613  469,079 
Insurance receivables  329,459  2,706 
Intangible assets  36,209  52,602 
Furniture and equipment  82,790  78,029 
Other assets  868,303  516,338 
TOTAL ASSETS  69,250,265  72,057,747 
   
LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS’ FUND AND EQUITY   
   
Liabilities   
Technical provisions   17,937,062  18,299,096 
Outstanding claims  4,754,194  4,510,672 
Liabilities to unit-linked policyholders  28,541,531  30,905,682 
Reinsurers’ balances payable   1,229,769  680,686 
Other liabilities  1,412,134  2,598,679 
Total liabilities  53,874,690  56,994,815 
Surplus in participants’ fund  263,426   320,384 
    
Equity   
Share capital   25,000,000  25,000,000 
Statutory reserve  57,820  57,820 
Accumulated losses  (9,945,671) (10,315,272)
Total equity  15,112,149  14,742,548 
   
TOTAL LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS’ FUND   
 AND EQUITY   69,250,265  72,057,747

Year ended 31 December 2017 2017 2016
 USD USD
Revenue   
Gross contributions  9,914,230  11,391,691 
Surrenders and maturities  (10,070,288) (11,764,825)
Unearned contributions adjustment - gross  (423,107) (370,154)
Earned contributions  (579,165) (743,288)
Retakaful share of gross contributions  (596,656) (583,419)
Unearned contributions adjustment - retakaful  175,728  80,469 
Retakaful share of earned contributions  (420,928) (502,950)
Provision for liabilities to unit-linked policyholders  2,364,151  2,851,856 
Net contributions earned  1,364,058  1,605,618 
Fair value gain on investments at fair value    
 through profit or loss  641,269  523,900 
Profit income  103,021  99,429 
Total revenue  2,108,348  2,228,947 
   
Expenses   
Claims incurred  (900,324) (269,227)
Reinsurers’ share of claims incurred  404,075  78,993 
Wakala fee  (1,601,477) (1,820,407)
Mudarib share  (51,510) (49,714)
Total expenses  (2,149,236) (2,060,355)
   
(DEFICIT)/SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR   
  TRANSFERRED TO PARTICIPANTS’ FUND  (40,888) 168,592 
   
Fair value changes arising during the year  (16,070) (9,605)
   
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE (LOSS)/
   INCOME  FOR THE YEAR  (56,958) 158,987 

Year ended 31 December 2017 2017 2016
  USD   USD  
Revenue   
Contributions net of refunds  9,914,230  11,391,691 
Surrenders and maturities  (10,070,288) (11,764,825)
Movement in participants’ liabilities  2,364,151  2,851,856 
Investment income - net  641,269  523,900 
Total revenues  2,849,362  3,002,622 
   
Expenses   
Wakala fees  (1,601,477) (1,820,407)
CONTRIBUTION TO PARTICIPANTS’ FUND  1,247,885  1,182,215 
   
PARTICIPANTS’ FUND   
Revenue   
Net contributions  1,247,885  1,182,215 
Retakaful share of gross contributions  (596,656) (583,419)
Net retained contributions  651,229  598,796 
Unearned contributions   
 adjustment - gross  (423,107) (370,154)
Unearned contributions   
 adjustment - retakaful  175,728  80,469 
Earned contributions  403,850  309,111 
Profit income  103,021  99,429 
Total revenues  506,871  408,540 
   
Expenses   
Claims incurred  (900,324) (269,227)
Retakaful share of claims incurred  404,075  78,993 
Mudarib share  (51,510) (49,714)
(DEFICIT)/SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR  IN THE   
PARTICIPANTS’ FUND  (40,888) 168,592 

Year ended 31 December 2017 2017 2016
 USD USD
Revenue   
Gross written premiums  9,463,583  6,279,540 
Reinsurers’ share of insurance premiums  (2,562,619) (2,785,487)
  6,900,964  3,494,053 
Premium rebates / refunds  (2,751,923) (2,808,004)
Reinsurance portion of premium rebates / refunds  280,389  501,390 
  4,429,430  1,187,439 
Movement in risk reserve  848,801  117,284 
Movement in reinsurers’ share of risk reserve   (267,883) 752,258 
Net premiums earned  5,010,348  2,056,981 
   
Commission income  487  129 
Interest income  940,479  792,113 
Management fee  504,094  548,943 
Wakala fees  1,601,477  1,820,407 
Other income  218,907  7,405 
Mudarib share  51,510  49,714 
Movement in unearned wakala  (63,660) (73,498)
Investment income - net  6,271  300,377 
  3,259,565  3,445,590 
Total revenue  8,269,913  5,502,571 
   
Claims   
Claims incurred  (7,274,814) (4,740,573)
Reinsurers’ share of claims incurred  3,419,515  2,982,487 
Net claims incurred  (3,855,299) (1,758,086)
   
Expenses   
Acquisition costs  (301,264) (308,108)
Staff costs  (2,536,173) (2,178,353)
General and administration expenses  (1,207,576) (1,060,267)
  (4,045,013) (3,546,728)
Total claims and expenses   (7,900,312) (5,304,814)
TOTAL PROFIT FOR THE YEAR  369,601  197,757 
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR  369,601  197,757 
   

Year ended 31 December 2017 2017 2016
  USD  USD 
Revenues   
Wakala and mudarib share  1,652,987  1,870,121 
Management fee  504,094  548,943 
Investment income - net  6,271  (3,873)
Profit income  183,915  116,538 
Movement in unearned wakala  (63,660) (73,498)
Total revenues  2,283,607  2,458,231 
   
Expenses   
General and administrative expenses  (1,244,327) (1,686,389)
Acquisition costs  (250,252) (301,329)
Amortisation of intangible assets   
   net of recharge  (4,314) (6,544)
Investment management fee  (120,719) (125,853)
Depreciation  (13,086) (33,941)
Total expenses  (1,632,698) (2,154,056)
   PROFIT FOR THE YEAR  650,909  304,175 

At 31 December 2017 Audited Audited
 31-Dec-17 31-Dec-16
ASSETS USD USD
Cash and balances with banks  3,211,613  5,900,613 
Statutory deposits  1,988,401  1,960,464 
Investments  34,401,025  34,913,297 
Retakaful share of outstanding claims  179,314  38,651 
Retakaful share of unearned contributions  1,042,851  867,123 
Retakaful balances receivable  6,148  -   
Deferred acquisition costs  220,807  401,318 
Amounts due from related parties  344,094  236,640 
Intangible assets  36,209  52,602 
Fixed Asstes  409  227 
Other assets  438,825  435,462 
TOTAL ASSETS  41,869,696  44,806,397 

LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS’ FUND AND   
 SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY   
Liabilities   
Outstanding claims  466,004  242,416 
Unearned contributions  2,995,362  2,572,255 
Unearned wakala fee  589,690  526,030 
Participants’ liabilities  28,541,531  30,905,682 
Amounts due to related parties  3,296,965  3,875,931 
Retakaful balances payable  126,286  97,552 
Other liabilities  873,591  2,200,215 
Total liabilities  36,889,429  40,420,081 

Participants’ fund   
Retained surplus  312,681  353,569 
Investment fair value reserve  (49,255) (33,185)
   
Net surplus in  participants’ fund  263,426  320,384 
   
Shareholders’ Equity   
Share capital  13,262,600  13,262,600 
Accumulated losses  (8,545,759) (9,196,668)
Total shareholders’ equity  4,716,841  4,065,932 
   
TOTAL LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS’ FUND   
 AND SHAREHOLDERS’ EQUITY  41,869,696  44,806,397 

The financials were audited by Ernst & Young, Kingdom of Bahrain, and  approved by 
the Board of directors on 30 January 2018 and signed on their behalf by:  
 

Sanjeev Baijal
(Chairman)   

 Abdulla Al-Raeesi      
(Deputy Chairman)        

Said Hathout
(Acting CEO)

Interested parties may contact the Company at the below address for full 
financial statements.  

Registered Office: Seef Star Building (Investors Bank Building), Office 52, 5th Floor, 
Bldg 680, Road 2811, Al Seef District 428, P.O. Box 5832 Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: + 973 17589777
Alhilal Life B.S.C (c) and Allhilal Life Takaful B.S.C. (c) are authorised by the Central 
Bank of Bahrain. C.R. numbers: are 70934 and 71181. 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
ATTRIBUTABLE TO PARTICIPANTS

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
ATTRIBUTABLE TO SHAREHOLDERS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STATEMENT OF INCOME

STATEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS’ REVENUES AND EXPENSES 

Alhilal Life B.S.C. (c) Alhilal Takaful B.S.C. (c)
Prof. Odeh Al-Jayyousi

By Invitation

Predictions, projections, and assumptions about the 
future attempt to develop a foresight to cope with global 

changes and help reduce uncertainty due to urbanization, 
emerging markets, economic shocks, conflict, climate 
change, disruptive technologies, and resource scarcity. 
However, the success of foresight hinges on the capacity to 
identify and interpret trends and understand the external 
environment. Future studies and foresight started after 
World War II to manage future risks due to nuclear war, 
scarcity of resources, and potential conflicts. Realizing the 
limits of human capacity in dealing with complexity, it is 
imperative to improve organizational and national foresight 
capability and harness the convergence of ICT with both 
nano-and biotechnology.

Despite the fact that experts argue that foresight does 
not intend to predict the future but to imagine alternative 
futures, corporates and nations are mindful of the fact that 
today’s actions and decisions will shape the future. The key 
question is how to enhance human capability to innovation 
foresight?

Many tools and approaches like scenario planning 
and Delphi technique were developed to plan for future 
changes to augment the rational approach of strategic 
planning which is based on analysis of goals and action 
plans to foresight, which is simply about synthesis of data. 
Specifically, at the ecological domain, in the last decade, 
global assessments like Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 
(MEA) and International Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) 
were carried out to understand the value of eco-system 
services, limits of growth, trade-offs, and the carrying 
capacity of the planet. These global foresight exercises 
provided us with ample insight on the value of knowledge 
networks and innovation in foresight to understand trends 
and alternative futures. It also, shed light on the validity and 
reliability of global outlooks when referring to blogs or grey 
references. 

As a result, we need to consider three notions when 
conducting foresight. First, the future is not predetermined; 
second, the future is not predictable; and third, the future 
can be shaped by our present actions.  Quantum physics 
theory illustrates the concept of indeterminate processes and 
hence there is no single predetermined future. In essence, 
humans must take responsibility for the future of our planet, 
economy and society.  The GCC transition to green energy is 
one of the alternative futures that we need to imagine as an 
alternative path in the post-oil era.

The mastery of knowledge is likely to enable us to 
achieve and shape “what could be possible, plausible, and 
probable futures”.  Historically, landing man on the moon 
was achieved through harnessing science and technology 
that transcended our perception of “what might happen or 
could happen” to “likely to happen”. However, innovation 
policy and national strategies are crafted to attain preferable 
futures; i.e., what we want to happen. Human capacity 
for foresight can be enhanced through combination of 
strategic planning and foresight  since innovation is a lever 
for foresight. In sum, reliable foresight requires a holistic, 
participatory and multi-disciplinary work.

Prof. Odeh Al-Jayyousi, Head of Innovation and 
Technology Management, Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain, 

 E-mail: odehaj@agu.edu 

Innovation 
Foresight: Predicting 

the Future  
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Customer accounts increased by 8 
per cent to reach US$20.7 billion, 
representing 81pc of total assets

BD6.5m solar-
wind energy 

project on track

Electricity and Water Affairs Minsiter Dr. Abdulhussain Mirza visits project site
Manama 

The BD6.5 million, 5 megawatts, 
experimental plant for the 

production of electricity using 
solar and wind energy is nearing 
completion. 

Almost 75 per cent of the project, 
which sprawls over 12 hectares, has 
been completed. The pilot project 
will start operating in June.

Project details were revealed 
during a visit of Electricity and Water 
Affairs Minister, Dr Abdulhussain 
Mirza, to the project site. The 

Minister was accompanied during 
the visit by Electricity and Water 
Authority (EWA), Chief Executive 
Officer, Sheikh Nawaf bin Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa and other senior officials. 

The project falls in line with 
Bahrain’s 2030 economic vision to 
explore new sources of electricity 
production and reduce reliance on 
natural gas in the production of 
energy as well as reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions to preserve the 
environment.

Once completed, the plant, which 

includes 3-megawatt solar cells, two 2 
megawatt wind turbines and a control, 
operation and control building, will 
be connected to the 11kv power  
grid. 

The installation of the wind turbines 
and most of the solar cells has been 
completed and the work in the control 
building has reached an advanced  
stage. 

The project is being implemented 
by a German company Juwi 
International and is overseen by a 
German consulting firm Fichtner.

A new team has been appointed for the Indian Community Relief Fund (ICRF) which is working under the patronage 
of the Indian Embassy. The new incumbents are as follows: Bhagwan Asarpota- Ex-Officio/Advisor,  Aruldas Thomas- 
Chairman, Dr Babu Ramachandran-Vice Chairman, Mehru Vesuvala-General Secretary, U K Menon-Joint Secretary, 
Mani Lakshmanamurthy-Treasurer, John Philip- Joint Treasurer. The other core team members include  Rosaline 
Roy,  Alok Gupta, Nisha Rangarajan, Suresh Kumar, Sunil Kumar,  Subair Kannur,   Rakesh Sharma,  D V Shivkumar,   P 
S Balasubramanyam and  Pankaj Nallur.      In addition 20 other members have been included to extend support and 
strengthen the ICRF team. ICRF also formed a team namely ICRF LIFE (Listen, Inform, Foster, and Engage) to work with 
schools and train teachers to handle anxiety and other psychological problems which students, especially adolescents 
might be facing.  ICRF Yoga is another initiative to teach basic stress releasing techniques in labour camps.

ABG total 
assets 

rose 9pc 
to exceed 
US$25bn 

Manama

Al Baraka Banking Group (ABG) yesterday announced 
financial results for full-year 2017 reporting a 9 per 

cent increase in total assets, 9pc increase in financing and 
investment portfolio, 8pc increase in customer accounts and 
25pc increase in total equity, compared to end of December 
2016. 

Profits for the period, according to the bank, were 
affected by the decrease of local currencies of four major 
banking units of the Group against the US dollar. 

Total operating income decreased by 7pc to reach US$1 
billion and net operating income decreased by 15pc to 
US$430 million from the year 2016.  

Net income decreased 23pc to US$207m compared to 
US$268m for the year 2016 and net income attributable to 
equity holders of the Parent decreased by 15pc to US$129m 
in 2017 compared to US$152m in 2016. 

The net income was also affected by the increase in the 
amount of prudential provisions under the conservative 
approach followed by the Group.

In the fourth quarter, net income decreased by 17pc to 
reach US$53m from US$64m for the same period in 2016. 
Net income attributable to the parent dropped 8pc to reach 
US$32m from US$35m.  

Total assets grew by 9pc to reach US$25.5bn compared to 
US$23.4bn at end of 2016.  

Operating assets (financing and investments) amounted 
to US$19.1bn as at the end of December 2017 compared to 
US$17.5bn at the end of December 2016, an increase of 9pc. 

Customer accounts as at the end of December 2017 also 
increased over its December 2016’s level by 8pc and reached 
US$20.7bn compared to US$19.2bn, representing 81pc of 
total assets. 

Total equity reached US$2.5bn at the end of December 
2017, increasing substantially by 25pc compared to 
December 2016. 

Commenting on the results, Adnan Ahmed Yousif, 
Member of the Board of Directors and President & Chief 
Executive of Al Baraka Banking Group said: “ABG has 
encountered many challenges during 2017, most notably 
is the depreciation of currencies in some countries in 
which our units operate, which affected the growth rates 
of the balance sheet items and income. We have been able 
to compensate for this effect by increasing the volume of 
business in the Group units significantly.”

With regard to the Group’s plans to expand its branch 
network, the President & Chief Executive said: “In the field 
of IT, we have completed the study of the transition to a 
new core banking system that is more sophisticated and 
responsive to the needs of the expansion of the Group. 
During 2018, we will implement this system in five banking 
units of the Group, followed by the rest of the units”.

He also noted that Al Baraka Banking Group in 
cooperation with a number of other Islamic banks will 
launch the world’s first fintech Islamic consortium “ALGO 
Bahrain”, for Islamic banks in Bahrain. 

New team of ICRF
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London

Ford said it hopes to set up a bank in Germany in the second 
half of the year after applying for a licence in the country 

as part of its strategy to mitigate 
any risk from Britain leaving the 
European Union. Ford Credit 
Europe (FCE) would retain its 
licence in Britain but applied for 
a German equivalent last year 
because the future of passporting 
is uncertain after Brexit.

Tokyo

Sony Corp said it would become the latest blue-chip firm to 
jockey for position in Japan’s taxi and ride-hailing market, 

with plans for a joint venture to 
develop an artificial intelligence-
based hailing system. Sony plans to 
build the AI-based hailing platform 
with Daiwa Motor Transportation 
Co Ltd and five other domestic taxi 
firms.

-David Davis,

Ford aims to set up German bank Britain’s plan, its blueprint for 
life outside of Europe, is a race to 
the top in global standards, not a 
regression from 
the high standards 
we have now,”

Sony alliance for taxi-hailing system

Brexit minister 

7th Instant Millionaire
Al Hayrat, BBK’s 
unique savings 
account, has 
named Fatema 
Hasan Ali Hasan 
as the latest win-
ner of its One 
Million Dollars 
prize draw.

Elaborate ceremony

Retired, mother of 3

The Al Hayrat Instant Millionaire was 
escorted along with her family in a 
Rolls Royce to the handover ceremo-
ny in Seef Mall where BBK’s newest 
branch was recently inaugurated this 
past November.  She was welcomed by 
Reyadh Sater, BBK’s Chief Executive in 
the presence of BBK’s top management.

Mother of 3, Fatema said that she 
started saving for her children 
with AlHayrat a few years back. 
Also a former employee at a local 
garments and tailoring compa-
ny, Fatema dreams to move out 
of her apartment into a bigger 
house with her family.

“I am pleased to present the seventh One Million Dollar prize 
from Al Hayrat to Fatema Hasan Ali Hasan! I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the winner on this win that will 
change her life and enable her to pursue her dreams,”

“I never expected to win but 
Alhamdulillah; I thank Allah 
for this blessing.  AlHayrat 
will enable me to fulfil my 
lifelong dream of opening 
and owning my own 
tailoring shop.  This win 
will definitely change my 
life, my children’s and my 
family,” 

Reyadh Sater, 
BBK’s Chief Executive

-Fatema Hasan Ali Hasan

Next 
draw 

in May

It is worth mentioning that everyone has an additional 
opportunity to win the next One Million Dollar prize from 
BBK in May 2018 if they deposit in Al Hayrat before the 1st of 
April, 2018. The raffle draw took place on February 4th, 2018, 
under the supervision of Shafi AlBalooshi of the Consumer 
Protection Unit at the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism, as well as members of the Bank’s management.

BHB endorses 
launch of BFB

Manama

Bahrain Bourse (BHB) has 
endorsed the launch of 

Bahrain Fintech Bay (BFB) 
by signing a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU). 

CEO of Bahrain Bourse, 
Shaikh Khalifa Bin 
Ebrahim Alkhalifa and 
the Chairman of Bahrain 
FinTech Bay Maissan Jalal 
Almaskati signed the deal on  
Sunday.

The BFB platform and 
offering is set to create 

ideal conditions to attract 
both local and international 
corporate innovation labs 
and FinTech start-ups to 
collaborate on developing, 
testing, scaling and deploying 
new technologies in 
Bahrain and the wider GCC  
region.

On this occasion, Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Ebrahim 
Al-Khalifa said: “With this 
partnership, we aim to 
facilitate Fintech startups’ 
access to the capital 

market to go in line with 
our initiatives within the 
Bahrain Investment Market 
in supporting growth 
companies.”

Maissan Jalal Al 
Maskati, Chairman of 
FinTech Consortium 
Bahrain commented: “This 
collaboration between a 
fintech hub and a local capital 
market is a regional first 
and significantly enhances 
the offering for Fintech in 
Bahrain.”

AUB reports net profit of 
US$ 618.7 million for 2017
Manama 

Ahli United Bank (AUB) 
reported a net profit 

attributable to its equity 
shareholders of US$618.7 
million for the year 2017, 
representing a growth of 8.4pc 
as compared to a net profit of 
US$570.6m in 2016. Net profit 
for the fourth quarter of 2017 
was US$150.0m as compared to 
US$ 128.5m in the comparable 
quarter a year ago.  

Basic earnings per share 

were US cents 7.7 for the year 
ended 31 December 2017 
(2016: US cents 7.2). The Board 
of Directors has recommended 
a cash dividend of US cents 
4.5  per share (2016: US cents 
4.5 per share) together with a 
bonus ordinary share issue of 
5pc (2016: 10pc). 

Net operating income 
increased from US$986.6m 
to US$ 1,030.4m in 2017 (+ 
4.4pc), driven largely by a rise 
in net interest income (NII) 

of 5.8pc to US$ 876.5m (2016: 
US$ 828.2m). Cost income 
ratio was 28.8pc (2016: 27.6pc).

Looking ahead, Hamad 
Al-Humaidhi, AUB Chairman, 
commented: “While operating 
challenges remain, I am 
cautiously optimistic that AUB 
is well positioned and prepared 
to meet the challenges arising 
out of evolving market 
conditions both regionally and 
globally and to maintain its 
growth momentum into 2018.”

Picture for representation purpose only

The prize distribution 

Deal signed for Bahrain Fintech Bay
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.4066 0.3554

KUWAIT 0.2855 30.2858 0.3079 0.2691

OMAN 0.3849 0.3569 0.4151 0.3628

QATAR 3.6420 3.3769 3.9280 3.4333

UAE 3.6730 3.4056 3.9614 3.4625

SAUDI 3.7500 3.4770 4.0444 3.5351

Manama

Rasheed Al Maraj, 
Governor of the Central 

Bank of Bahrain (CBB) 
yesterday urged Bahraini 
financial institutions to 
embrace new technologies 
highlighting the potential 
of FinTech solutions to 
optimise cost structures by 
cutting out the middle man.  

Speaking during an 
interactive town-hall session, 
as part of the 7th edition of 
the GCC Financial Forum by 
Euromoney Conferences, Al 
Maraj said, “We encourage 
all Bahraini financial 
institutions to take the 
leap and embrace the new 
technologies.”

He added: “The Central 
Bank of Bahrain is committed 
to not only keep up with the 
changes, but enable them 
for the benefit of our local 
economy and our people.”

The 7th edition of the 
GCC Financial Forum by 

Euromoney Conferences and 
co-hosted with the Bahrain 
Economic Development 
Board (EDB), began 
yesterday in Manama. 

The event was officially 
inaugurated by David 
Pritchard, Acting Chair of 
Euromoney Institutional 
Investor. More than 700 
leading financial experts, 
business leaders and 
government officials attended 
the event from across the 
MENA region as well as from 
Europe and Asia. 

In a keynote interview 
with Khalid Al Rumaihi, 
Chief Executive of the 
Bahrain Economic 
Development Board (EDB), 
he shared insights into 
Bahrain’s collaborative 
approach bringing together 
government, regulators and 
the private sector to create 
an enabling environment for 
disruption and innovation. 

He highlighted the 

significant progress made 
over the past twelve months, 
including Amazon Web 
Services’ decision to launch 
its first Middle East Region 
in Bahrain, the CBB’s 
establishment of a regulatory 
sandbox and crowdfunding 
regulations. He explained 
how this underpins the 
growing momentum behind 
Bahrain’s FinTech ecosystem 
with the launch of Bahrain 
FinTech Bay this week. 

The opening keynote 
session was delivered 
by leading international 
economist Mohamed A. 
El-Erian, Chief Economic 
Advisor at Allianz, who 
focused on the current 
economic climate, 
geopolitical risks and the 
implications of digital 
disruption for the financial 
industry worldwide.

Lord Mervyn King, 
Economist and Former 
Governor of the Bank of 

England, also gave a keynote 
interview at the event. He 
spoke about the global 
history of transformation 
in the banking sector, 
drawing a comparison to 
the technological innovation 
drive witnessed currently. He 
reminded participants of the 
crucial role of central banks 
in anticipating the needs 
of market participants and 
ensuring financial soundness 
of the sector amidst 
monumental changes. 

The opening panel on day 
one focused on Innovation 
and the shape of the financial 
system of the future which 
featured speakers from Bank 
ABC Group, C5 Accelerate, 
Amazon Web Services and 
IBM who explored how the 
financial sector of the future 
will look in 20 years’ time 
covering topics such as; 
CryptoCurrency, Big Data, 
cloud computing, reg tech 
and artificial intelligence.  

‘Embrace new technologies’

AUSTRALIA 0.3045 0.3020
BANGLADESH 0.00477 0.00453
CANADA 0.3055 0.3032
DENMARK 0.0659 
EGYPT 0.0237 0.0219
EURO 0.4722 0.4697
HONGKONG 0.04967 0.04927
INDIA  0.00601 0.00588
INDONESIA 0.00003016 0.00002839
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000317 
JAPAN 0.03690 0.003620
JORDAN 0.5359 0.5351
KOREA 0.00004021 
KUWAIT 1.264 1.264
MALAYSIA 0.0989 0.0989
NEW ZEALAND 0.2819 0.2820
NORWAY 0.0505 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00366
OMAN 0.98168 0.98301
PAKISTAN 0.00353 0.00341
PHILIPPINES 0.00752 0.00725
QATAR 0.10381 0.10404
SAUDI ARABIA 0.1006 0.10066
SINGAPORE 0.2913 0.2893
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03336 0.03350
SRI LANKA 0.00277 0.00243
SWEDISH 0.0503 
SWITZERLAND 0.4115 0.4085
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0017
TAIWAN 0.013600 
THAILAND 0.012190 0.012160
TURKEY 0.1053 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5349 0.5320
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

CBB Governor urges Bahraini financial institutions 
The 7th Edition of the 
GCC Financial forum 
by Euromoney begins

Rasheed Al Maraj, Governor 
of the Central Bank of Bahrain

Khalid Al Rumaihi, EDB Chief 
Executive

Mohamed El-Erian, Chief 
Economic Advisor at Allianz

Lord Mervyn King, Economist 
and Former BoE Governor

The directors of India-based Neelight Ayurveda Private Limited Geeta Thakur and Neeraj Kashyap receiving a cheque of USD 
11 million from Mahendra Joshi, the Middle East director of UK-based Linetrust Offshire Limited in the presence of Indian 
Guru Kumaran Swami and Mary Mam, director, Linetrust ASEAN Startup funds, Cambodia. The money will be used to open an 
Ayurveda factory to extract medicinal herbs, Geeta Thakur said at an event organised at Amwaj yesterday, a press release said.
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Many adults who use 
ibuprofen and other 

so-called nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory (NSAID) drugs 
take too much, increasing their 
risk of serious side effects like 
internal bleeding and heart attacks. 
About 15 percent of adults taking 
ibuprofen (Motrin, Advil) or other 
NSAIDs like aspirin, exceeded the 
maximum recommended daily dose 
for these drugs, the study found. 
(Reuters)

Higher intake of yogurt 
may lower the risk of 

cardiovascular disease among 
hypertensive men and women, a 
new study suggests.

According to the researchers, 
clinical trials have previously 
demonstrated beneficial effects 
of dairy consumption on 
cardiovascular health. Yogurt 
may independently be related 
to cardiovascular disease risk.
(IANS)

11 Many people take high 
amounts of ibuprofen

Yogurt reduce risk of 
heart diseases

Salt poisoning in dogs
Salt, commonly used for cooking in the kitchen, is quite poisonous to 

dogs and cats. Excessive salt (sodium chloride) intake can lead to the 
condition known as salt poisoning (hypernatremia). Salt poisoning is 
unlikely to occur as long as sodium regulating  mechanisms are intact and 
fresh drinking water is available. Dogs are very much like humans, in that 
they need electrolytes to help their body function. When sodium levels are 
high, electrolyte levels fall, and it can have some significant health effects. 
Dogs have been reported to develop hypernatremia after swimming/
playing in the ocean (which contains 3.5% sodium) without having access 
to fresh water.

Salt poisoning in dogs results in clinical signs of vomiting, diarrhea, 
inappetance, lethargy, walking drunk, abnormal fluid accumulation within 
the body, excessive thirst or urination, potential injury to the kidneys, 
tremors, seizures, coma, and even death when untreated. If your dog 
ingested an extreme amount of salt in a short time, the cells in the body will 
start to release water to even out the levels of salt in the blood. This causes 
the destruction of brain cells due to the lack of water, creating neurological 
symptoms like dizziness, headache, and seizures.

  Treatment for salt poisoning includes careful administration 
of IV fluids, electrolyte monitoring, treatment for dehydration and brain 
swelling, and supportive care. Your dog will be admitted to the hospital for 
oxygen, IV fluid therapy, and electrolytes to manage dehydration. The salt 
level will have to be brought down gradually because a sudden change in 
sodium levels can cause a heart attack or cerebral edema (brain swelling). It 
is important to feed a low sodium diet for at least 30 days after the episode. 
Dog’s prognosis is good as long as there is no damage to the brain, heart, 
or liver.  Be sure to follow your veterinarian’s instructions and continue to 
take your dog for annual check-ups.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Want your partner 
to be fit? You 
can be a source 
of motivation for 

them as a new research suggests 
that people who make an effort 
to lose weight aren’t just helping 
themselves, they may be helping 
others too.

The findings of the study 
showed that when one member 
of a couple commits to losing 
weight, the chances were good 
the other partner would lose 
some weight too, even if they 
were not actively participating 
in a weight loss intervention.

“When one person changes 
their behaviour, the people 
around them change,” said 
the lead author of the study, 
Amy Gorin, Professor at the 
University of Connecticut in the 
US.

The study also found that 
the rate at which couples lose 
weight is interlinked.

For the study, published in 
the journal Obesity, researchers 
tracked the weight loss progress 
of 130 couples over six months.

They recorded objective 
measurements of participants’ 
weight and examined couples’ 
weight loss trajectories over 
time.

The couples were divided 
into two groups. In one group, 
one member of the couple was 
enrolled in a structured six-
month weight loss program 
that provided in-person 
counselling and online 
tools to assist with weight  
loss.

In the second group, one 
member of the couple received 
a four-page handout with 
information on healthy eating, 
exercise, and weight control 
strategies.

Contact with those 
individuals stopped with the 
handout. (IANS) 

Dr. Rajani Rajesh

PET VET

Injuries to a critical ligament in the 
knee are becoming more common in 

children and teens, researchers warn.
Injuries to the anterior cruciate 

ligament (ACL) “are a significant 
public health issue” that put youngsters 
at risk for developing future health 
problems, said Dr. Louise Shaw of the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital in Victoria, 
Australia, coauthor of an infographic 
published in the British Journal of 
Sports Medicine.

Over the course of a decade, the 
annual rate increase of ACL injuries 
in children and teens in the state of 
Victoria was nearly 148 per cent, Shaw 
and colleagues report.

The ACL, one of four ligaments in 
the knee, stabilizes the knee when it 
rotates and helps connect the thigh bone 

(femur) to the shin bone (tibia). ACL 
tears often require surgery.

Several things can cause injury to the 
ACL, such as “if you are moving and 
quickly stop or change directions; if you 
are still and make a sudden movement, 
like a jump or turn; if you overstretch 
your knee joint; or if someone hits you 
in the knee, causing it to move away 
from the rest of your leg,” according 
to the American Academy of Family 
Physicians (AAFP).

“Recovering from an ACL injury 
can be difficult,” the AAFP says on its 
website. Furthermore, “There is some 
evidence that people who have ACL 
injuries will develop osteoarthritis or 
degenerative arthritis over time.”

When Shaw was a research fellow at 
the Australian Centre for Research into 

Injury in Sport and its Prevention at 
Federation University in Ballarat, she 
and colleague Caroline Finch looked 
data on youngsters ages five to 14 who 
were hospitalized for ACL injuries 
between 2005 and 2015.

Of the 320 injuries they identified, 
all but 10 were in children ages 10-14. 
More than half of the injuries were in 
boys, and sports activities accounted for 
57 percent of the injuries. In particular, 
52 percent of girls and 35 percent of 
boys were playing ball sports during the 
injury.

The rate of ACL injuries went from 
2.74 injuries per 100,000 youngsters in 
2005 to 6.79 per 100,000 in 2015.

U.S. pediatricians have also reported 
increases in ACL tears in children and 
teens. (Reuters)

Serious knee injuries 
increasing in kids
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Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa visited the residence of Kuwaiti Ambassador Shaikh Azzam Mubarak Al Sabah on the occasion of Kuwait’s National Day. The Prime Minister expressed his sincere congratulations to the Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti people. Ministers, Royal Family members and government officials also attended.

Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received Bahrain Basketball Associa-
tion (BBA) Chairman Shaikh Isa bin Ali bin Khalifa and board members, who expressed appre-
ciation of HRH the Premier’s support for sports and players. HRH the Prime Minister praised 
the BBA Chairman’s efforts to develop the popular basketball game in Bahrain, commending 
Bahrain’s basketball successes made at regional and international levels.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa received former Chief of the Defence Staff 
Lord David Richards and Baron George Robertson. Shaikh Khalid expressed the Kingdom’s pride in the continuous prog-
ress of the historic relations and strategic partnership with the United Kingdom and how it is reflecting on all fields, serving 
the interests of the two countries. 

A new mosque named after Mubarak and Fatima Kanoo opened yesterday in Muharraq City. Justice, Islamic Affairs and Endowments Minister Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ali Al Khalifa inaugurated the BD250, 000 mosque, which was completed recently. Located in Northeast Muharraq, the new mosque covers 565 square meters, 
with a capacity to accommodate 285 worshippers. The minister hailed the Kanoo family, lauding their dedicated efforts to promote charity projects, support 
religious, social and national events and contribute to social development institutions.

A general body meeting of Pakistani community was held at Pakistan Club under the patronage of  Acting Pakistani Ambassador Murad Ali Wazir, in presence of Pakistan Club Chairman 
Rehan Ahmed and its board members to discuss the current national issues. Prominent community members joined this meeting.

Resource Inspections of Canada Incorporated (RICI) conducted a course on ”Environmental Legislations in Bahrain and 
Compliance Reporting” at a local hotel, which was conducted by  Rehan Ahmed and was attended by environmental of-
ficers and managers of local organizations. Above, the participants with Guests of Honour Dr. Abdul Hasan, Abdul Rahim 
Fakhro, Mahmod Shamsi and Rehan Ahmed.
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Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa visited the residence of Kuwaiti Ambassador Shaikh Azzam Mubarak Al Sabah on the occasion of Kuwait’s National Day. The Prime Minister expressed his sincere congratulations to the Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti people. Ministers, Royal Family members and government officials also attended.

Deputy Premier and Presi-
dent of the Supreme Coun-
cil for the Development 
of Education and Training 
Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Mubarak Al Khalifa patron-
ised the graduation cer-
emony of the fifth and sixth 
batches of the students of 
the Bahrain Teachers’ Col-
lege (BTC). Shura Council 
Chairman Ali bin Saleh Al 
Saleh, Education Minister 
Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi, minis-
ters and guests attended 
the ceremony, which was 
held at the Shaikh Abdu-
laziz bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa’s Hall at the Universi-
ty of Bahrain (UoB) in Sakhir.

The BDF Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa received the Swiss Confederation’s Con-
sul Humbert Vincent Buemi. Welcoming the Swiss Honorary Consul General, the BDF Commander-in-chief praised Bah-
rain-Switzerland friendship ties.

A new mosque named after Mubarak and Fatima Kanoo opened yesterday in Muharraq City. Justice, Islamic Affairs and Endowments Minister Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ali Al Khalifa inaugurated the BD250, 000 mosque, which was completed recently. Located in Northeast Muharraq, the new mosque covers 565 square meters, 
with a capacity to accommodate 285 worshippers. The minister hailed the Kanoo family, lauding their dedicated efforts to promote charity projects, support 
religious, social and national events and contribute to social development institutions.

The Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs (SCIA) yesterday held its session president by the Council’s deputy chairman 
Shaikh Abdulrahman bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Khalifa. The Council hailed His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
spearheading Bahrain’s progress, prosperity, development, values, norms, freedoms, Arab and Muslim identity and na-
tional cohesion.

Resource Inspections of Canada Incorporated (RICI) conducted a course on ”Environmental Legislations in Bahrain and 
Compliance Reporting” at a local hotel, which was conducted by  Rehan Ahmed and was attended by environmental of-
ficers and managers of local organizations. Above, the participants with Guests of Honour Dr. Abdul Hasan, Abdul Rahim 
Fakhro, Mahmod Shamsi and Rehan Ahmed.

A seminar on “Anti Money Laundering” was organised exclusively for the Women CA mem-
bers by BCICAI at Mercure Grand Hotel. Above, participants, BCICAI Excom with the speaker 
Sindhu Balasubramanian.
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jimmy fallon @jimmyfallon
I eat the top layer of my popcorn using only my 
tongue. #WhyImSingle

February 21, 1996

Sophie Turner

Redheaded actress who made her television 
breakthrough as Sansa Stark on HBO’s Game of 
Thrones. She also plays the role of Heather in the 2014 
film Barely Lethal. 

Washington

Popular Hollywood star 
Sylvester Stallone on 

Monday slammed social 
media reports of his death 
while his younger brother 

Frank termed those spreading 
the hoax as “mentally deranged”.
“Please ignore the stupidity.

Alive and well and happy and 
healthy... Still punching!” 

the 71-year-old Stallone 
posted on his Twitter 
handle. Sylvester pointed 
out that the images 
purporting to show 
him suffering from an 
illness that made him 
lose his hair were 
likely from a scene 
he has filmed 
for one of films. 
(IANS)

Former first lady of the US Michelle 
Obama believes the film ‘Black 

Panther’ will be an inspiration to 
individuals from all backgrounds, and 
the youth will see superheroes that look 
like them.

Michelle appreciated and hailed the 
team of ‘Black Panther’, which is among 
the first films from the house of Marvel Studios that 
predominantly has a black cast and also shows a 
number of women of substance who work as the allies 
of the protagonist T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman).

“Congrats to the entire ‘Black 
Panther’ team. Because of 

you, young people will 
finally see superheroes 
that look like them on 
the big screen. I loved 
this movie and I know 
it will inspire people 
of all backgrounds 
to dig deep and find 
the courage to be 

heroes of their 
own stories,” 

she tweeted 
on Monday. 

(IANS)

‘Deadpool’ star Ryan Reynolds 
said ‘one of the best parts’ of 

playing the Merc with a mouth is that 
he gets an opportunity to meet real-
life superheroes.

The actor recently met kids 
suffering from cancer, who were part 
of charity programs, on the sets of 
‘Deadpool 2’

“One of the best parts of playing 
the Big Red Jackass is welcoming 
@makeawishamerica and @
childrenswishfoundation onto set. 
Deadpool kicked Cancer in the 

taint, but these kids do it 
for real every day. These 
foundations make 
dreams come true for 
a lot of of super-brave 
kids,” the 41-year-
old actor posted on 
Instagram along 
side a collage of 
pictures with the 
c h i l d r e n . 
(PTI)
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1. Man Of The 
Woods
Justin Timberlake

3. NOW 65
Various Artists

5. From A Room: 
Volume 2
Chris Stapleton

7. Here’s To You
Montgomery 
Gentry

9. Live In No Shoes 
Nation
Kenny Chesney

2. The Greatest 
Showman
Soundtrack

4. Here Come The 
Runts
AWOLNATION

6. Divide
Ed Sheeran

8. 24K Magic
Bruno Mars

10. From A Room: 
Volume 1
Chris Stapleton

(billboard.com)

London

Writer-producer-director Jordan Peele has 
committed to a new movie that he will make 

for Universal Pictures, which distributed his low-
budget awards sleeper Get Out.

“I am currently writing it, and I’ll direct for 
Universal this year,” he said. “I’m just trying to 
entertain myself again.”

The three-time Oscar nominee revealed few 
details, except to say it would also be a genre 
movie, at least on the surface. “One thing I know 
is that this is genre; and playing around with the 
thriller, horror, action, fun genre of intrigue is my 
favorite. That’s my sweet spot. So I think tonally it 
should resemble Get Out. That said, I want to make 
a completely different movie. I want to address 
something different than race in the next one.”

Peele was speaking Jan. 31 at Loyola Marymount 
University’s School of Film and TV, where he took 
part in the ongoing interview series The Hollywood 
Masters. During that conversation, he also spoke 
about meeting President Barack Obama, whom he 
famously mimicked in several sketches on his TV 
show Key and Peele. (hollywoodreporter)

Los Angeles

Oscar winning 
actress Alicia 

Vikander says she loves 
“independent and 
arthouse” cinema, but 
is also attracted towards 
the big adventure films.

The actress, who 
will be soon seen as 
Lara Croft in the 
forthcoming film 
“Tomb Raider”, also 
shared that she found 
training and muscle-

building exercise for the 
role, empowering.

“My mother, who’s 
an actress (Maria Fahl 
Vikander), introduced 
me to the world of 
theatre and film. I loved 
independent, arthouse 
films, but like most 
people, I also loved 
being drawn into big 
adventure films, like 
the ‘Indiana Jones’ 
movies,” Alicia said in a 
statement.

“So, with ‘Tomb 
Raider’, I had the 
chance to work on 
something that’s very 
different from my 
previous work, but 
which has long been 
close to my heart: 
a big action and 
adventure film,” 
she added. 
(IANS)
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Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

SHONEEZ MOTORS

Contact us on :  17556862- 39668636
Address: Al Burhama , Rakan Center

Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block354, road5447, bldg1974, shop18

We offer you the strongest offers for the New Year 2018 
with the latest models of new and old cars.

Visit us and get your cars at the best prices and offers 
from BCFC.

Visit us and get the chance to be one of the lucky 
winners with our latest promotions!



SALOON FOR SALE Near 
Lulu Hypermarket, Riffa. 
Contact : 35604890, 
36089800

CASIO TONE BANK, 
KEY BOARD
MT T50 with Stand , Black 
Color, Contact :33335690

MULTI GYM
Rarely Used- in 
Good condition ,
Contact: 38950916

FOR SALE
Various used Household/
Kids items for sale in Isa 
town, Contact: 33458800

TOYOTA COROLLA
2009 model, White Color, 
138000 KMS, Passing 
until 2019,In good 
condition for BHD  1850
Contact: 33830591

TOYOTA YARIS
-Green Color.148000k KM, 
Passing until 2019 in good 
condition. 2nd Owner-  
B H D  1 5 5 0 .
Contact : 38185155

TOYOTA YARIS
Manual Shift,  White 
Color,  120000KM, Passing 
until 31-05-2018.Good 
condition BHD 1150.
Contact: 36294798

HONDA CIVIC
Blue Color, 200000KM, 
Passing until 31-08-2018.
Good condition, BHD 750.
Contact: 38185155

TOYOTA ECHO
Manual Gear, White 
Color, 200000 KM, 
Passing until 31-08-
2018 in good condition 
B H D  7 0 0 .
Contact :33830591

TOYOTA YARIS. 
White color,142000 
KM, Passing: 31-10-
2018,Good condition BHD 
1300, Contact:-36294798

SHONEEZ MOTORS 
LEXUS LX570 (2018) 
= BHD39,999.000 
, GAC- GS8 (2018) 

= BHD9,500.000 , 
SUZUKI VITARA = 
BHD8,150.000, TOYOTA 
TRD 86 = BHD11,500.000, 
CHEVROLET SPARK 
= BHD4,499.000 , And 
much more favorable 
offers at the showroom!
Contact us on 
:39668636 -17556862, 
Address: Al Burhama , 
Rakan Center, Kingdom of 
Bahrain.Block 354, Road 
5447, Bldg 1974, Shop 18

SPECIAL COACHING 
FOR MATHEMATICS, 
STATISTICS, PHYSICS 
& CHEMISTRY  for All 
Bachelors & Masters 
Programs including 
Engineering & Poly Technic 
for More details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L ,Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971, Website: 
www. ieecbahra in .com
Emai l :  in fo@
i e e c b a h r a i n . c o m

SAT, JEE &NEET 
PREPARATION IN 
BAHRAIN 
Regular NEET & IIT-JEE 
Coaching for XI & XII, 
Medical and Engineering 
Entrance Program Crash 
Course March-April18, 
NEET/JEE Intensive 
Training. Starts immediately 
after 12th Board Exam SAT-I 

& SAT-II Preparations .For 
more details & Admission 
Please Contact: Indian 
Excellent Educational 
Centre W.L.L .Villa 855, 
Road 3315, Block 333, 
Um Al Hassam, Phone: 
32332709, 32332746, 
17344971Website: www.
ieecbahrain.com Email: 
info@ieecbahrain.com

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR 
PERFORMING ARTS(IIPA)
the pioneering and legally 
acclaimed Institution of 
its kind in Bahrain offers 
systematic classes in 
C a r n a t i c / H i n d u s t a n i ,
vocal , Bharathanatyam,
M o h i n i y a t t a m , 
K u c h i p u d i , K a t h a k , 
Violin, Keyboard, Guitar, 
Piano, Drawing/Painting. 
Transportaion available.
For Details call: 17231717,
Email:iipa@batelco.com.bh

INDIAN MUSIC AND 
ARTS CENTRE BAHRAIN 
,IMAC pioneers in the 
field of Music,Dance and 
Art trainings for a decade 
in the island ,offers a wide 
range of coaching classes 
for Music,Classical Dance, 
Cinematic dance,Western 
dance,
For details contact- 
77001508

WE DO OUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
VIDEOGRAPHY @ 
REASONABLE PRICE 
WITH HIGH QUALITY 
HD CAMERA BY 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM.
For more Information 
Contact  us: 
Lensmagic Digital Studio
Shop 10 Block 326
Ozama Bin Zaid Avenue

Adliya Tel:17179172/ 
1 7 6 2 1 0 7 0 / 1 7 7 4 5 9 8 3
M o b : 3 9 9 4 3 1 1 6 

WHITE DRAGON PEST 
CONTROL
for eliminating Bed Bugs 
, Cockroaches, Contact  : 
39404821 , 17246181

HIGH BUILDING GATE 
CONSTRUCTION S.P.C 
(HBGC) 
Interior Design and 
Construction Company – 
Interior Decoration,Gypsum 
Plasterboard & Gypsum 
Decorative ceilings,Metal 
and ineral Fiber 
Ceilings,GRG Ceilings 
, Aluminum Ceilings 
Gypsum Partitions,Thermal 
Insulations, Wall Claddings 
and Parquet Flooring 
,Building Maintenance, 
Civil, Painting and 
Electrical works.Contact 
: 17540231 ,33477793 
, E m a i l : h b g c s p c @
g m a i l . c o m .

SHONEEZ MOTORS
We offer you the strongest 
offers for the New Year 
2018 with the latest models 
of new and old cars. Visit 
us and get your cars at 
the best prices and offers 
from BCFC. Visit us and 
get the chance to be one 
of the lucky winners with 
our latest promotions! 
Contact us on: 39668636 
-17556862,Address: Al 
Burhama , Rakan Center, 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Block 354, Road 5447, 
Bldg 1974, Shop 18

ROSE PETALS
designer ladies boutique 
with unique collection for 
women such as Kurtis 
, ethnic wears, western 
designer gowns, branded 
leggings, patiala, palazzo 
pants also has a  wide 
range of fabrics and custom 
made stitching for ladies 
and kids available. for more 
info contact 77334499

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICE
Car washing, lubricants 
change, all kinds of 
repairs, computer 
diagnostic, BG services. Al 
hajjiyath, Riffa :17760042

DEVES GATE CAR 
SERVICES
Car detailing, window 
tinting, seat upholstery, paint 
protection film, A/C works, 
Al hajjiyath, Riffa 17009275

ROHITH CAR SERVICES 
Car washing, all kinds of 
lubricants, flushing service 
. Mameer, Sitra road
1 7 7 0 0 5 6 6

AL TAHALIF 
CONTRACTING
All kinds of Civil works 
includes Electrical , 
Mechanical and Plumbing. 
Contact : 39656092

MAGNUM IMPRINT W.L.L. 
Large format digital 
printing. All kind of sign 
boards, graphic designs, 
exhibition works, branding, 
screen printing, and 
vinyl graphics .Contact 
33856330, 39887088
Blue Sea International 
Company W.L.L.  Our 
Services: Air / Sea / Land 
Freight. Contact : 35907141

FILTER AQUAPRO 
BAHRAIN TRADING 
W.L.L 
Direct wholesale of factory 
tools and commodities for 
the first time in Bahrain, 
Authorized Factory outlet 
in Bahrain. Branch office 
of Aquapro Taiwan . For 
more info 
contact - 38852025,  
17326744

CONVEX CORPORATE 
EVENTS COMPANY. 
Light, Sound , LED, Event 
Permissions .  Mob. 
39887068

NEW OPTICAL HOUSE
EYE TESTING AVAILABLE, 
QUALITY EYE WEARS, 
SUN GLASSES AND 
P R E S C R I P T I O N 
EYE GLASSES
 AT UNBEATABLE 
P R I C E . . ! ! ! W O R K I N G 
HOURS 9 AM -12.30 
PM 4PM -8.00 PM
C o n t a c t  : 

39870066 ,17210977 ,
Email: newopticalhouse@
y a h o o . c o m

LOOKING FOR corporate 
office space for Group 
of Companies with 8 
CR, 100sq-mtr each.
Contact : 17579918
FOR RENT
Warehouses, Stores, 
Workshops, Factories, 
Restaurants, Office Flats, 
Villas, Labour & Staff 
accommodation, Family 
flats, apartments and 
Villas - for inquiries call 
or Whatsapp 39802442

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Semi, Full and un furnished 
flats, villas, apartments 
and commercial properties 
in um Al Hassam, Adliya, 
Mahooz, Segaya, Gufool, 
Juffair, Hoora - call or 
Whatsapp 39802442

GEETHANJALI 4WALLS 
Sq Feet 6,500 + 3,250 tile 
area
- Tress Work completed
- Electricity and water 
connection taken
- Roca company furnished
- Build inn cupboards 
- 15,000 liter rain water 
storage
- Place kangarapady near  
medical college, Kakkanad, 
Kochi
Contact :
Bahrain- +97338444687
India- +91 98461 44280

LOOKING FOR LABOR
staff accommodation. 
Housing for executive staff. 
Semi and Fully furnished 
flats and villas for families. 
Contact 38251219.
ELECTRICAL 
SUPERVISOR with GCC 
experience required. 
For further details call 
39462527.

HIAB DRIVER Required 
With 3-5 years’ experience 
for a leading Building 
Materials company in 
Bahrain with attractive 
salary + accommodation. 
Contact : 36560055

ADMIN ASSISTANT 
REQUIRED for a Leading 
company in Bahrain. 
Female candidate’s 
preferred.Minimum3 
years’ experience & good 
communication skills 
mandatory. Send CV to 

classifieds@dt.bh

LOOKING FOR
Sales Executive , Van 
Salesman , Merchandiser 
and Driver .Preferably all 
below 28 years of age.
Send CV on packaging.
bahrain@gmail.com

LEADING EXCHANGE 
COMPANY REQUIRES 
: 1) Cashier/Counter 
Staff - graduates having 
pleasing personality, good 
English communication. 
2) Marketing Executive 
- graduates with Bahrain 
Driving License,experience 
preferred. Submit your CV 
to  hr.exchange2016@
gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR
a keralite experienced 
AC technician with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact  : 
39997696 , 36997471

CAR SHOW ROOM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
SECURITY MAN
with experience .Send CV 
to suitablejobforme@gmail.
com 

CASHIERS
WAITING STAFF
ACCOUNTANTS
required for leading hotel 
group in Bahrain.
For Details 
Email : 
job_101@habaragroup.com

LOOKING FOR AN 
EXPERIENCED AC 
TECHNICIAN with added 
experience in Auto Technics 
OR Auto Technician with 
added experience in 
AC Technics. Contact : 
39997696, 36997471 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
FOR NEWLY OPENED 
BEAUTY SALOON AND 
SPA 
• 4 experienced beauticians 
• Massage therapist 
• Hair dresser 
• experience in giving 
Moroccan bath 
• experience in giving 
manicure and pedicure. 
For more details please 
contact 36639812 
Saloon next to MAX 
shopping mall , Segaya

TILING AND 
PLASTERING
contractor for two 7,700 sq 
m jobs, urgently needed.  
Contact James 17728340
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LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
column centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
 4 for the Price of 3

17532210 / 39516721

Cockroach
Bed Bugs
Rodent 
Anti Termite 
& All Other Pests

For
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Career matters could move so slowly today 
that you just might be tempted to give up. 
Don’t even think that way! It’s just one of 
those days when nothing seems to go right, 
even though basically everything should still 
be going very well for you. Don’t expect much 
progress today.

If you’ve got something you’re trying to study, 
this isn’t the day to do it. Your concentration 
is likely to be off, and what you’re reading 
will probably look like Greek to you. Unless 
it’s really necessary, it would be best to put 
the books aside until tomorrow, since you 
probably won’t absorb much today. Trying to 
read could give rise to the illusion.

Dark, depressing dreams could plague your 
sleep tonight, probably alternating with silly 
ones that make you laugh out loud. You could 
wake in the morning totally confused by these 
images, and your tendency might be to dismiss 
them. Don’t do this. Your dreams are trying to 
tell you something about yourself. Have you 
had your emotional ups and downs lately?

Have you been invited to a party that’s 
supposed to take place today? If you think 
you haven’t, you’d better check your calendar 
again. All signs suggest that you could forget 
a lot of important things right now and one 
might be a social event, perhaps business 
related. This might not be one of your best 
days. Usually you tend to have a memory like 
an elephant.

Too much mental or physical exercise could 
have you feeling a bit burned out today. You 
could be considerably slower on the uptake 
than usual, and those around you could be 
surprised that you, normally very energetic, 
seem to be moving like a snail.

Although your partner may be feeling very 
sensual at this time, you might not feel much 
like getting passionate. You’ve had a stressful 
few days and can barely move, so your response 
to sensual overtures is apt to be lukewarm at 
best. Your affection certainly hasn’t diminished, 
but your partner could interpret your behaviour 
that way. Whatever you decide to do, make sure 
your friend knows exactly how you feel.

Your home could be a gloomy place today. A 
member of the household is likely to be away, 
and this person’s presence is apt to be very 
sorely missed. The only thing you can do under 
the circumstances is make sure everyone keeps 
busy until the absent one returns. One way to 
distract the family is to get them to clean up 
the house in anticipation of a warm welcome!

An older relative or neighbour may need 
your assistance today. This is apt to be a very 
inconvenient time for someone to ask for help, 
because you have plenty of chores of your own. 
Nonetheless, you’ll go to the rescue because 
that’s your nature. Take care to plan your time 
carefully, pace yourself, and try not to do too 
much at once.

The fundraising activities of a group with which 
you’re affiliated are going very well, but today 
you’re likely to find that things seem to be stalled. 
Checks may not come in the mail, important 
people don’t return your phone calls, or someone 
doesn’t show up to do the job at hand. This 
situation is frustrating, but it probably won’t last 
beyond today.

Your creative talents could seem totally 
blocked today. You may have a project you 
really want to work on. You have the mental 
focus, but the creative element just might not 
be there. This could prove so frustrating that 
you want to throw something. Do this if you 
must (preferably a pillow). Still, the only answer 
might be to shelve your work until tomorrow. 
You should be back to normal by then.

This definitely isn’t a good day to stay home 
and do household chores. If you do, some sad 
and rather irrational thoughts may plague 
you throughout the day. No matter what the 
weather’s like, it would be far better to get out 
and do anything that keeps your mind focused 
on something positive. Go shopping, attend 
a sports event, see a movie, or visit a friend. 
Whatever you do, get your mind off yourself.

Some disappointing news could put you into 
a rather gloomy state at some point today. 
Someone close to you might suddenly have to 
leave town for several weeks and you’ll be lonely 
without them. There isn’t much point in dwelling 
on this, however. You’ll just have to stay in touch 
via phone or email and look forward to the time 
when your friend comes back.

1- Hair goops; 5- Mix dough; 10- Tailor’s line; 14- Single entity; 15- 
Lovers’ lane?; 16- Util. bill; 17- ___-Seltzer; 18- “Ghosts” playwright; 
19- Marsh bird; 20- Norma ___; 21- An organization; 23- Cheek 
depression; 25- Cabbagelike plant; 26- Medical; 29- Liquid container;
33- ___ Park, NJ; 35- Not for kids; 37- Possesses; 38- Ye ___ Shoppe; 
39- See eye to eye; 40- Evict; 41- Bee follower; 42- Salivate; 43- Sea 
eagles; 44- Marsh plants; 46- Thawed; 48- Spool; 50- In and of ___; 
53- Make external; 58- Capek play; 59- What ___ mind reader?; 
60- Appliance brand; 61- Man, in Milan; 62- Moving vehicles; 63- 
Stopwatch-holder; 64- Egyptian canal; 65- Latin being; 66- Relaxed; 
67- Ferrara family; 

1- Watch over; 2- China’s Zhou ___; 3- Having a similar opinion; 
4- RR stop; 5- German emperor; 6- Pen points; 7- Old gas brand; 
8- Smart guy; 9- Liable to be contradicted; 10- Sonnet part; 11- “The 
Time Machine” people; 12- Dynamic opening?; 13- Thom of foot-
wear; 21- Chorus member; 22- Tremendously; 24- Lacking color; 
27- Shakespearean villain; 28- PC storage medium; 30- Producing 
thunder; 31- Use a surgical beam; 32- Ballpark figs.; 33- Soft shoes; 
34- Gen. Robt. ___; 36- River to the Ubangi; 39- Certain salt; 40- Mine 
finds; 42- Woodland animal; 43- Suffix with cigar; 45- Lubricant; 47- 
Reptile; 49- Female demon; 51- “Network” director; 52- Became ice; 
53- Icicle site; 54- Dec. holiday; 55- Sardine containers; 56- Hightails 
it; 57- Arrow poison; 61- Application; 

BEETLE BAILEY R
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Atlanta

An Uber driver has turned 
himself in after allegedly 

shooting and killing a late-
night food-delivery customer 
over the weekend in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Robert Bivines, 36, made 
an UberEats delivery late 
Saturday before witnesses 
said he exchanged words 
with and then shot the 
30-year-old male customer, 
Ryan Thornton, multiple 
times.

Police said shots were fired 
from the delivery vehicle, a 
white Volkswagen, striking 
Thornton. The driver then 

drove away, police said.
But he surrendered 

on Monday and arrested 
and transported to jail for 
booking on charges related 
to the murder, according 
to a spokeswoman with the 
Atlanta Police Department.

“We are shocked and 
saddened by this senseless 
act of violence and our hearts 
go out to Ryan’s friends and 
family,” Andrew Hasbun, an 
Uber spokesman, said in an 
email. The company worked 
with Atlanta police and cut 
off the driver’s access the app 
before he turned himself in. 
(Bloomberg)

Coral Springs

The gun store that police 
say sold Florida school 

shooter Nikolas Cruz the 
AR-15 assault weapon that 
was used to kill 17 people 
last week has “closed 
indefinitely.” 

The owners of Sunrise 
Tactical Supply in Coral 
Springs, Florida, closed the 
shop due to fears for both 
themselves and the area, their 
lawyer told Miami Herald.

“They are scared – not just 
for their safety – but more 

importantly about how the 
reaction is going to be for 
the rest of the community as 
they try to re-enter it,” lawyer 
Douglas Rudman said.

He added that the owners 
felt a “tremendous sense of 
responsibility in this situation 
and just horribleness that 
they feel that one of their 
weapons fell into the hands 
of this maniac,” who is 
blamed for the deaths at 
Florida’s Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High in Parkland. 
(The Washington Post)

Maputo

Heavy rains triggered 
the partial collapse of 

a huge mound of garbage 
in Mozambique’s capital 
on Monday, killing 17 
people who were buried 
by the avalanche of  
debris.

Authorities believe more 
bodies could be buried at the 
Hulene garbage dump on the 
outskirts of Maputo, and a 
search was underway. The 
garbage in the poor, densely 
populated area where the 
disaster happened rose to 
the height of a three-story 
building, according to the 

Portuguese news agency 
LUSA.

LUSA and Radio 
Mocambique both reported 
17 deaths. Half a dozen 
homes in the shadow of 
the trash mountain were 
destroyed and some residents 
in the area fled for fear of 
another collapse.

“The mountains of garbage 
collapsed on the houses 
and many families were still 
inside these residences,” 
Fatima Belchoir, a national 
disaster official, told LUSA. 
Authorities are trying to help 
people who lost their homes, 
she said. (AP)

Do you think tougher gun 
laws would be enough to 
bring down crime rate in 
US?

Libya coastguard 
rescues 441 migrants 
Libya’s coastguard res-
cued 441 migrants in two 
separate operations as their 
boats drifted off the western 
coast.

The US Navy is ramping up 
its presence in the Black Sea 
as part of a bid to counter 
Russia’s increased presence 
there.

The Maldives’ Parliament on 
Tuesday approved extending 
the state of Emergency by 30 
days following a request by 
President Abdulla Yameen.

More than one million trees 
have been pledged for 
Trump Forest, a bid by envi-
ronmentalists to offset the US 
Presidents curtailing of clean 
energy initiatives by planting 
10 billion trees around the 
globe.

US ramps up Black 
Sea presence

Maldives Emergency 
extended by 30 days 

One million trees 
for Trump Forest 

“No words will do justice to the 
children killed, their mothers, 
their fathers and their loved 
ones. UNICEF is issuing this 
blank statement. We no longer 
have the words to describe 
children’s suffering and our 
outrage”

Geert Cappalaere
UNICEF’s regional director 

Yes               No              Cant Say

He ordered late-night meal, but 
UberEats driver shot him dead

Gun shop that sold Florida 
school shooter his rifle closes

Avalanche of garbage kills 17 
residents of trash mountain

Residents stand next to an excavator working at the site of 
a dump collapse

Santiago

A blue whale carcass has 
been stomped on by people 

taking selfies and covered in 
graffiti after it washed up on a 
beach in Chile.

The huge 66ft whale 
created a stir among locals 
after it was discovered on the 
shoreline of Punta Arenas in 
the Magallanes Region of the  
country.

But pictures soon emerged 
online showing people 
clambering on the dead 
mammal’s body and trampling 
on its back.

Footprints could be seen 
on its carcass and one online 
picture showed how someone 
had scrawled ‘Ana, I love you’ 
on its flank.

Furious social media users 
have hit out at the ‘vandals’.

One, called Carmen Julia 
Gonzalez Escanilla, said: ‘We 
are losing respect and empathy 
for everything today.’

The whale has now been 
taken away by Chilean 
authorities to establish its cause 
of death. (MailOnline)

Blue whale carcass 
covered with graffiti

London 

Iran has located a passenger 
plane that crashed with 65 

people on board, a military 
spokesman said yesterday, 
two days after it disappeared 
from radar over mountainous 
terrain, increasing Iranians’ 
fears about the country’s 
aging fleet of aircraft.

The Aseman Airlines flight 
from Tehran disappeared on 
Sunday, 50 minutes into its 
journey to the southwestern 
city of Yasuj. The spokesman 
said it had crashed into a 
mountain. No one is expected 
to have survived.

Glacial temperatures 
and mountainous terrain 
hampered search and rescue 
efforts, adding to the grief 
and anger felt by families of 
the victims and wider society 
in a country that blames 
decades of sanctions for the 

poor state of its planes.
The twin-engined 

turboprop ATR 72 was over 
24 years old. According to 
data cited by the Flight Safety 
Foundation’s aviation-safety.
net website, it had been 
restored to service just three 
months ago after being in 
storage for six years.

The wreckage was finally 
spotted by a military drone, 
Revolutionary Guards 
spokesman Ramezan Sharif 
said.

“Two helicopters were 
sent to the coordinates that 
the drone had located, and 
found the wreckage,” told 
state television.

“The plane had hit top of 
the mountain before crashing 
30 metres (yards) further 
down.”

After a long wait to locate 
the plane, families will have 

to endure further delays until 
the bodies of their loved ones 
are returned as helicopters 
are unable to land in the 
hostile terrain and the work 
will have to be carried out on 
foot, and emergency service 
official said.

More than 100 people 
demonstrated outside a local 
government office in Dena 
Kooh county on Monday, 
demanding officials step 
down for their handling of the 
disaster after announcements 
that wreckage had been 
found on Monday were then 
denied.

A video on Tasnim news 
agency showed an angry 
man shouting at Iran’s 
Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development Abbas 
Akhoundi: “Would you have 
flown on the same plane?” 
(Reuters) 

Plane wreck 
on mountain

Members of a rescue team 
searching for the wreckage of 
Aseman Airlines flight EP3704 in 
Iran’s Zagros mountain range. 

Blue whale carcass has been stomped on by 
people taking selfies 
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London

At 36, most sportsmen are 
thinking of retiring, 
but not Roger Federer, 
who is re-firing and will 
today assume the exalted 
position of being the 

No.1 men’s tennis player.
For the fourth time since he turned professional 

in 1998, the Swiss master will become the oldest 
man to achieve that top ATP ranking after 
thrashing Grigor Dimitrov [Baby Fed] 6-2 6-2 
at the ABN AMRO World Tennis Tournament 
on Sunday. That is Federer’s second title of 2018, 
after claiming the Australian Open earlier.

The G.O.A.T [greatest of all time] has won 20 
Grand Slam singles titles and 97 singles titles and 
famously held the No.1 spot in the ATP rankings 
for a total of 302 weeks, including a stretch of 
237 consecutive weeks between February 2004 
and August 2008.

Federer is also the player with “the longest 
period between stints at No. 1. He is the oldest 
player to attain top spot and the longest duration 
between first and last days at the summit of 
men’s professional tennis.

After the quarterfinal victory in Rotterdam, he 
was presented with a special award.

“I think reaching No. 1 is one of, if not the 
ultimate achievement in our sport. So sometimes 
at the beginning you just all of a sudden get there 
just because you’re playing so well.

“Later you sometimes try to fight it back and 
you wrestle it back from somebody else who 
deserved to be there. And when you’re older, 
you know you feel like you have to put maybe 
sometimes double the work in.

“So this one maybe means the most to me [of 

any achievement] throughout my career, getting 
to No. 1 and enjoying it right here at 36, almost 
37 years old. [It] is an absolute dream come true, 
I can’t believe it,” Federer added.

It is a dramatic return to the top for the Swiss 
player as he was ranked No.17 just 13 months 
ago.

How Federer has reinvented himself
The great automobile entrepreneur, Henry Ford, 
said, “Anyone who stops learning is old, whether 
at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning 
stays young.”

And that is simply how Federer has reasserted 
himself at the pinnacle of men’s tennis.

Former tennis champion, Mats Wilander, told 
L’ Equipe that, “what’s most impressive about 
Federer is what we don’t see.

“His biggest talent is not his serve or forehand. 
It’s his love to learn and that passion for the 
game: he switches his racquet. He changes the 
technique of his backhand.”

Federer used to be dominated by former No.1, 
Rafael Nadal but after the reinvention of his 
forehand, he beat the Spaniard four consecutive 
times last year.

Wilander continues: “He changes tactics, 
doesn’t play the way he did 14 years ago. He 
wants to learn every time he enters the court. 
We speak about his grace, the way he 
moves on the court.

“But it’s this internal 
strength, this emotional, 
fragile and invisible 
part that puts 
him in 

ahead of everyone.”
The Swiss also 

embraced new 
technology by 
changing his racquet.

He made the 
decision in 2014 
to discard the 
90”square racquet 
head in favour of the 
new 98” square model 
– and it has paid off in 
his sliced and backhand 
shots, for which he is able 
to generate more power 
and spin.

But maybe the greatest 
catalyst is having children.

Immediately after winning the ABN AMRO 
World Tennis Tournament on Sunday, Federer 
said courtside he would be flying to Switzerland 
immediately so that he would be home in time 
to see his children in the morning.

With that grounding, there are no 
secrets to why he is still soaring 
when his age mates are 
retiring! (Premiumtimes)

London

Roger Federer (Pic courtesy: AP)



Pyeongchang

Canada’s Tessa Virtue 
and Scott Moir held their 

nerve to become Olympic ice 
dance champions for a second 
time.

France’s Gabriella 
Papadakis and Guillaume 
Cizeron led after a new free 
dance world record of 123.35.

But 122.40 for Virtue and 
Moir, who took silver in 2014 
after winning gold in 2010, 
took their total to an overall 
world record of 206.07.

USA’s Maia and Alex 
Shibutani won bronze while 
Great Britain’s Penny Coomes 
and Nick Buckland came 11th.

Papadakis suffered a 
wardrobe malfunction during 
the short dance.

Pyeongchang 

Netherlands set a women’s 
short track speed skating 

3,000m relay world record with 
their final run in Pyeongchang - 
but only took home the bronze 
medal.

Instead, South Korea won 
their sixth Olympic title in seven 
Games in what proved a dramatic 
final.

The Dutch finished third in the 
heats so only made the B final, but 

they won that in four minutes, 
03.471 seconds - quicker than any 
team in the A final.

So when two of the four 
finalists were disqualified they 

were bumped to third.
China finished the race in 

second but they were penalised 
along with Canada, so it was Italy 
who claimed silver. (BBC)

Pyeongchang

Germany won the nordic combined 
large hill title for the first time as 

Johannes Rydzek led home a clean sweep 
of the medals.

Rydzek beat team-mates Fabian 
Riessle, who won silver, and normal hill 
gold medallist Eric Frenzel, who took 

bronze, in a thrilling sprint finish.
The top three were separated 

by just 0.8 seconds.
It was the first time a 

country had claimed a clean 
sweep in a nordic combined 
event since Norway in 1936.

Rydzek started the cross-
country section in fifth - with 
Frenzel fourth and Riessle sixth 
- after a jump of 133.5 metres in 
the ski jump.

That left Rydzek a deficit of 31 
seconds to make up over the 10km 
cross-country course in order to win 
gold.

Japan’s Akito Watabe produced the 
best performance in the ski jump with 
a leap of 134 metres, but could only 
mange fifth overall, behind Norway’s 

Jarl Magnus Riiber in fourth.
Watabe started the cross-country 

section with an advantage of 0.3 seconds, 
but was eventually overtaken inside the 
final three kilometres. (BBC)

Country                Gold      Silver    Bronze   Total

MEDAL TABLE
1. Norway 11 10 8 29

2. Germany 11 7  5 23

3. Canada 8 5 6 19

4. Netherlands 6 5 3 14

5. France 5 4 4 13
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Fourcade 
claims gold 
for France
Pyeongchang

Martin Fourcade became 
France’s most successful 

Olympian of all-time by anchoring 
his side to victory in the biathlon 
mixed relay.

Fourcade erased a deficit 
of more than 30 seconds 

on the final leg to add to 
his earlier Pyeongchang gold 
medals in the pursuit and mass 
start.

Norway claimed silver 
thanks to a superb third 
leg from individual men’s 

gold medallist Johannes Thingnes Bo.
Italy edged out Germany for the 

bronze medal.
Fourcade also won gold medals in 

the individual and pursuit events in 
2014, as well as claiming mass start 
silver medals in 2010 and 2014.

Team-mates Marie Dorin Habert, 
Anais Bescond and Simon 
Desthieux had laid the foundations 
for Fourcade.
France clocked a combined time 

of one hour eight minutes and 34.3 
seconds to finish 20.9 seconds ahead 
of Norway. (BBC)

Rydzek leads German 
sweep in Nordic combined

Marie Martinod of France celebrates after ladies’ ski halfpipe of freestyle 
skiing at the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympic Games at Phoenix Snow 
Park, PyeongChang, South Korea, yesterday. Marie Martinod won the silver 
medal with 92.60 points. (Pic courtesy: Xinhua)

S. Korea 
defend 
3,000m 
title

Virtue, Moir 
regain ice 
dance gold

Martin Fourcade 
sprints to finishing 
line (Pic courtesy: 
Xinhua)

Tessa Virtue (L) 
and Scott Moir

Members of team South Korea celebrate (Pic courtesy: Xinhua)

Johannes Rydzek (C), second-placed 
Fabian Riessle (L) and third-placed 
Eric Frenzel, all from Germany, 
celebrate (Pic courtesy: Xinhua)
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European form W D L

Europa League 2017-18
Match highlight

FIXTURES
Red Star Belgrade* SRB
Nice FRA
Astana KAZ
Steaua Bucharest ROM
Partizan Belgrade SRB
Olympique Lyon FRA
Napoli ITA
Celtic SCO
AEK Athens GRE
FC Copenhagen DEN
Marseille FRA
Ostersund SWE
Ludogorets BUL
Real Sociedad ESP
Spartak Moscow RUS

CSKA Moscow RUS
Lokomotiv RUS
Sporting CP POR
Lazio ITA
Viktoria Plzen CZE
Villarreal ESP
RB Leipzig GER
Zenit RUS
Dynamo Kyiv UKR
Atletico Madrid ESP
Sporting Braga POR
Arsenal ENG
AC Milan ITA
RB Salzburg AUT
Athletic Bilbao ESP

LAST 32, 2ND LEG – FEB 22

Form
Goals for / against16 / 7 10 / 15
First leg statistics

Shots on target
Shots wide

Passes
Corners

Possession

4
2

318
4

45%

7
3

426
5

55%

ATALANTA v DORTMUND
Atleti Azzurri d’Italia
First leg result: 2-3

Drawn 0Won 0 Won 1
Head-to-head

Michy
Batshuayi
Dortmund

First leg result
0-0
3-2
3-1
0-1
1-1
1-3
3-1
0-1
1-1
4-1
0-3
3-0
3-0
2-2
3-1

GERMAN AMBITION: Dortmund travel to Italy
with slender one-goal lead – Europa League
their last chance for silverware this season

14
12

15
17 places

Germany, Russia

Spain
England
Italy

Europa League Last 16: Since 2010

AWAY DAYS: Dortmund have
won 16 of last 17 European
ties after first
leg home
victory

Dortmund:
Away
record
in Europe

L52

D23

W42

Sources: UEFA, Gracenote Picture: Associated Press *Feb 21

Kerber 
cruises 
past 
Strycova

Dubai

Angelique Kerber set up 
a second-round meeting 

with former champion Sara 
Errani at the Dubai Duty 
Free Tennis Championships 
yesterday, after the German 
dispatched Barbora Strycova 
in under an hour, 6-2, 6-1.

Kerber improved her 
head-to-head record against 

the Czech World No.25 to 7-1 
win the 59-minute victory, 
rolling through with the loss of 
just two games after dropping 
serve in the first game of the 
match.

“I think I was trying to 
playing my game. I think it was 
a little bit different to play night 
than during the day because 
I was practicing yesterday at 

night, but it was still a little 
bit different on court with the 
lights and everything,” Kerber 
said after the match.

“I think I played a good 
match. I played a solid match. 
It’s always tough to play 
against her. You never know 
what’ll happen. She’s always a 
fighter, but I’m happy to won 
the match in two sets.”

Hitting 16 winners to 
Strycova’s six in the match, 
Kerber broke serve five times 
in the victory, taking advantage 
of wayward tennis from the 
Czech’s side of the court.

Strycova struck 21 
unforced errors in the match, 
and served at 47 per cent for 
the match with six double 
faults. (Wtatennis)

Aitken 
rises to 
Renault 
reserve
London

Renault has appointed 
Jack Aitken to the role 

of third and reserve driver 
for the 2018 Formula 1 
campaign.

Aitken, a member of the 
Renault Sport Academy, 
completed his second year 
in GP3 last season.

He finished second 
overall, behind ART 
Grand Prix team-mate and 
Mercedes protege George 
Russell.

The pair will race together 
in the junior single-seater 
team’s Formula 2 outfit in 
2018.

By graduating to F2 
for 2018, Aitken, who 
drove a 2012 Lotus-built 

Renault F1 car last 
September as a reward for 
his 2017 GP3 campaign, 
is the most senior RSA 
member.

“Jack has been nurtured 
in the Renault Sport 
Academy so we’ve seen 
his development over the 
past couple of years,” said 
Renault managing director 
Cyril Abiteboul.

“It is clear he’s a talented 
young driver and he is ready 
for this opportunity.

“He has a full season 
ahead of him with racing in 
Formula 2 and fulfilling his 
Formula 1 commitments. 
(Autosport)

London

Renault has unveiled its car for 
the 2018 Formula One season, 

the R.S.18.
The team revealed images of its 

new car on Tuesday, becoming the 
fifth team to unveil its challenger 
for the upcoming campaign. The 

car, which features a revised livery 
from last year, will be driven by 
Nico Hulkenberg and Carlos Sainz 
this season.

Renault managing director Cyril 
Abiteboul hopes the car continues 
the good work of its predecessor, 
the R.S.17, which finished sixth in 

the championship in the team’s 
second year since returning as a 
factory outfit.

“Last year was successful in many 
ways,” he said. “It was the second 
year in our rebuilding and a further 
step towards our long-term plans 
and aims.” (Espn)

London

Red Bull says its plans for 
Formula 1 pre-season 

testing remain on course, 
despite Daniel Ricciardo 
slightly damaging its new 
RB14 in a filming day crash at 
Silverstone on Monday.

Ricciardo was giving the 
team’s striking-looking 2018 
design its first run at a wet 
Silverstone just hours after the 
first images of the car were 
released.

But the team had to cut 
s h o r t r u n n i n g 
before its 1 0 0 k m 

l i m i t 
w a s 

reached because Ricciardo 
crashed out in the damp 
conditions, hitting the barriers 
at low speed.

Although the Australian 
escaped unharmed, sources 
suggest the impact was enough 
to damage the front of the 
car, including the suspension, 
nose, front wing and floor.

With teams normally tight on 
spare parts at this time of year, 
such an incident could have 
compromised preparations 
for the first official pre-season 
test at Barcelona next week 
if replacements could not be 
readied in time. (Autosport)

Ricciardo 
crashed 

new 
Red Bull

Renault launches its 2018 design

Angelique Kerber (file pic)

Ricciardo drives new F1 car

Jack Aitken (file pic)
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Strongest Bahraini Man 
Championship 2018, which is 

held under the patronage of First 
Deputy President of the Supreme 
Council for Youth and Sports, 
and Bahrain Athletic Association 
President HH Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, will start 
tomorrow. 

Organized by ‘Khalid Bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa Initiatives,’ 
the championship is aimed at 
promoting the Bahraini youth and 
sports movement. The event is the 
first of its kind in the Kingdom 
will include four weight categories. 

“The event will also have 
four different categories of 
competitions, first is the basic 
competitions, second is the 
accompanying games, third 
is the kids games and fourth is 
photography contest,” he said. 

“We have a huge number of 
registrations. It was open to all 

to register, they just needed to be 
in good health. The competition 
allows the use of belt but does not 
allow lifting assistants.” he added. 

An event was held at Wyndham 
Grand hotel yesterday to explain 
the rules of the competition to 
contestants. 

Meanwhile, the revenues 
from the competition will go 
for supporting cancer patients. 
Humood Jassim, a cancer survivor 
who was at the event, applauded 
HH Shaikh Khalid’s decision to 
support cancer patients. 

“The cancer battle is a tough 
thing to go through. What got me 
through it is firstly my faith and 
family. Engaging in sports was 
also instrumental in helping me 
back to health. Sports has a great 
role to play in health so i am glad 
to be a supporter of competition 
such as this,” he said. 

The event will be held in 
Bahrain Bay from February 22 
to 24.

Stongest Bahraini Man begins

Manama

Greenhill sports based in 
the United Kingdom 

officially signs with Brave 
Combat Federation as the 
official merchandise partners 
for Brave 10: The Kingdom 
Rises to be held in Amman, 
Jordan. 

The combat sports 
equipment manufacturer 

will be supporting the tenth 
edition of the Bahraini mixed 
martial arts organisation with 
fight gear and support for the 
event. 

Greenhill is one among 
the oldest combat sports 
brands established in 1964 
and is a premier supplier of 
elite sporting equipment.

Greenhill is the official 

partner to the International 
Judo Federation and have 
received product approval 
by the International Boxing 
Association (AIBA), the 
World Karate Federation 
and the World Taekwondo 
Federation. 

International Mixed 
Martial Arts Federation has 
partnered with Greenhill 

as the official merchandise 
partners for the world 
championships. 

Brave Combat Federation 
will be working with the 
UK based sports equipment 
manufacturers for the first 
time. 

“Ensuring highest levels 
of standards and quality 
alongside ensuring safety of 

our athletes is among the 
key objectives and vision 
embraced by the Brave 
Combat Federation. Working 
alongside a manufacturer 
whose name is synonymous 
with safety standards and is 
recognised by some of the 
biggest bodies in sports is 
a new milestone for Brave 
Combat Federation. Such 

meaningful partnerships are 
the reason why Brave Combat 
Federation is the fastest 
growing mixed martial arts 
promotion in the world and 
have achieved steady and 
sustainable growth in such a 
short time of our operations,” 
said Mohammed Shahid, 
President of Brave Combat 
Federation. 

Greenhill 
to partner 
with Brave

Strongest Bahraini Man event will be held in Bahrain Bay from February 22 to 24

HH Shaikh Khalid
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P23 Stongest Bahraini 
Man begins

Manama

Brave Combat 
Federation will 

feature Frans Mlambo 
and Abdul Hussien, 
both who are gold 

medallists at IMMAF 
World Champions 
of Amateur MMA, 
in their fight card at 
Jordan. 

Frans Mlambo 
has secured gold 

in the 2015 IMMAF 
World Championships 

under the tutelage of 
veteran MMA coach John 
Kavanagh from SBG Ireland. 

Frans is among the first 

athletes to join the KHK MMA 
Fight Team established under 
His Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa. Abdul 
Hussien from Finland will take 
on Nawras Abzakh from Jordan 
in the very hometown of his 
opponent. 

Training at Spoon Kehahait, 
Abdul Hussien had secured gold 
medal in national, European and 
IMMAF World Championships. 
Abdul Hussien will be the first 
fighter to represent Finland at 
Brave Combat Federation. 

Yousef Nasser, the 
matchmaker of Brave Combat 
Federation had aptly pointed 
out that both the fighters have 

tough challenges ahead as Abdul 
Hussien will face an opponent 
who has never been submitted or 
gone to the cards for judges ever 
in his entire fight career. 

Meanwhile, Frans Mlambo 
will take on Felipe Efrain 
who is a veteran and the sole 
representative from Brazil who 
is chasing the championship title 
in their division. 

Hussien 
Brave 10 to 

feature Frans, 

Frans Mlambo (file pic)

Abdul Hussien (file pic)

Frans Mlambo secured gold in the 2015 
IMMAF World Championships, Abdul 
Hussien will take on Nawras Abzakh 

from Jordan


