
Bangalore

England players attracted 
megabucks bids in the 

Indian Premier League auction 
Monday, with all-rounder Ben 
Stokes setting a new record 
for a foreigner by joining the 
Rising Pune Supergiants for 
more than $2 million.

England pace bowler Tymal 
Mills was the big surprise as he 
went to the Royal Challengers 
Bangalore for $1.8m, even 
though he has only played 
four Twenty20 internationals.

The winning bids for 
Stokes and Mills dwarfed the 
$300,000 shelled out by the 
Kings XI Punjab to secure the 
services of England’s limited-
overs captain Eoin Morgan for 
the T20 tournament, which 
begins in April.

Stokes attracted multiple 
bids from the rival franchises 
competing in the eight-
team tournament before 
the gavel finally came down 
after Pune put in a bid of 
145m rupees (around 2.16m  
US dollars).

The winning bid shattered 
the previous record paid 
for a foreign player, which 
was set in 2014 when the 
Delhi Daredevils shelled 
out 90m rupees for former 
England captain Kevin  
Pietersen.

But it is still short of the 160 
million rupees that the Royal 
Challengers Bangalore paid 
for the Indian batsman Yuvraj 
Singh in 2015.

While a percentage of the 
auction fee goes to the player’s 
national board, Stokes, 
England’s newly anointed Test 
vice-captain, is now in line to 
make more in just seven weeks 
than he would in a whole year 
of cricket for the England 

team. It was not immediately 
clear whether Stokes will play 
the whole tournament or leave 
towards the end, which would 
result in a reduced pay cheque, 
as England are due to play two 
ODI matches against Ireland 
in May.

Pune coach Stephen 
Fleming admitted it was 
something of a “gamble” to 
pay so much for a player with 
a history of injury problems, 
but that Stokes will add 
extra flair to a team that 
already has Australia captain  
Steve Smith and ex-Indian 
skipper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni in its ranks.

Afghan first
While Stokes had been 
expected to attract big 
bids, the fee for Mills was 
unexpected but underlines 
his form on England’s recent 
tour of India, when he was 
his side’s most economical fast  
bowler. 

Bangalore have no shortage 
of batting talent with Indian 
skipper Virat Kohli and South 
Africa’s AB de Villiers already 
on board. 

But Mills’ signing should 
address the lack of a top-
quality fast bowler for last 
year’s beaten finalists.

Other players to hit 

the jackpot included New 
Zealand seamer Trent Boult 
and South Africa’s Kagiso 
Rabda who were both sold 
for around 50 million rupees 
each for Kolkata Knight 
Riders and Delhi Daredevils  
respectively.

The auction also saw the 
first Afghan players to be 
signed up to the tournament, 
with Rashid Khan and 
Mohammad Nabi going to 
Sunrisers Hyderabad for 40 
million and three million 
respectively.

While most of India’s big 
name players are already 
attached to franchises, several 

n e w c o m e r s 
b a g g e d 
l u c r a t i v e 
deals such as 
Karn Sharma 
( M u m b a i 
Indians - 
32 million 
rupees) and 
T. Natarajan 
(Kings XI 
Punjab - 
30 million 
rupees).

The IPL, 
which was first 
held in 2008, begins on 
April 5 and runs until  
May 21. (AFP)
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Merida merchandise

Stokes
sold for 
record 
$2.16m
at IPL

Manama 

Fans of the Bahrain Merida 
Pro Cycling Team can 

now buy the official apparel 
and merchandise of the 
team online, thanks to the 
collaboration with All4cycling.
com, which is a benchmark for 
cycling lovers due to the large 
variety of items available.

To access the page 
reserved to the team, visit 
the official website www.
teambahrainmerida.com, click 
in the button “SHOP” in the list 
at the top and be automatically 
redirected to the official store 
of BAHRAIN MERIDA Pro 
Cycling Team.

Fans of the team, that 
is lead by captain Vincenzo 
Nibali, can find a large variety 
of authentic items, identical 
to the apparel worn by pro 
cyclists: the official Sportful 
racing kit, accessories like the 
Rudy Project gold helmet and 

sunglasses, lifestyle clothing by 
Joma and merchandising with 
special gadgets like a pin with 
the team logo and the original 
jersey shaped cushion.

Entering the store, fans can 
immediately and easily access 
different segments and see new 
items and offers. On the first 
page are the special offers, so 

you won’t miss steep discounts 
and get your dream products 
to distinguish yourself during 
riding or free time.

Inside All4cycling.com 
you can find terms of sale 
and details to proceed to the 
purchase safely and with the 
guarantee of originality for all 
products.

A screen shot of the webpage displaying Merida merchandise

DT News Network
Manama

Alpha Fire Bahrain 
overwhelmed Sprite 

CC by 132 runs in the 
latest matches of the BCL 
25 Overs Golden League at 
the Busaiteen Grounds in 
Muharraq.

Batting first, Alpha Fire 
scored 190 for eight in 25 
overs with the main scorers 
behind Ruvinda Kelly (53) and Ruvina (34) with 
Aswaq (three for 39) the best of the bowlers.

Sprite were then bowled out for a measly 58 
with Zeeshan (12) the only one offering resistance 
as Lalith (three for six) emerged as the pick of the 
bowlers.

In another match, Fateh Curtain beat Kordal CC 
by five wickets with the latter dismissed for just 111 
as Ali (35) top scored and Nadeem (three for 33) 
being the best of the bowlers.

In reply, Fateh Curtain reached the target 
scoring 113 for five in 18.1 overs thanks to fine 
knocks by Arslan (34) and Zahid (27) with Farzan 
(two for 17) the best of the bowlers.

1) Safetech Matrix 178/8 in 25 (Priyesh 48, Jegan 
44, Slok 2/21) bt Young Blaster 78/10 (Siddharth 
21, Arun 4/13, Nithin 3/19) by 100 runs. 
2) Union Group 126/10 (Javed 25, Irshad 3/22, 
Shafi 2/21) bt Rock Star 112/9 (Deepu 21, Sadkath 
21, Touseef 2/9) by 14 runs.
3) Tornado A 66/8 in 16.1 (Nithin 19, Vijayn 3/14) bt 
Friends XI 65/10 (Vijayan 12, Gigin 4/6) by 2 wickets. 
4) Tornado Riders 130/10 (Vijesh 44, Manu 34, 
Sanju 3/9) bt Rising Star 105/10 (Sanju 20, Manu 
4/19, Ashok 3/14) by 25 runs. 
5) Royal Blaster 65/1 in (Manas 34no) bt 
Karnataka Strikers 64/10 (Pradeep 24, Mahbub 
5/16, Joby 4/15) by 9 wickets.  
6) Bulls 174/9 in 25 (Sanjay 31, Chandrasekar 30, 
Aamir 3/31) bt GT Abdulaal 46/10 (Aamir 16, Joel 
5/3, Vinoy 3/9) by 128 runs. 
7) Riffa Arabian Oryxes 262/7 in 25 overs (Salman 
64, Irfan 45, Imran 30) bt SNB 124/10 (Fateh 27, 
Ashiq 5/24, Riaz 3/29) by 138 runs. 
8) Muharraq Eagles 172/10 (Ahmed 29, Waqas 
28, Sanjay 4/12) bt Thunder Bolt 150/8 (Dhawal 48, 
Waqas 3/19, Imran 3/26) by 22 runs. 
9) Titans 103/8 in 23.1 (Zeeshan 35, Juzer 3/17) bt 
Lions XI 102/10 (Mahir 23, Rameez 3/19 Shiji 3/30) 
by 2 wickets. 
10) G4S Legends 94/6 in 19.1 (Prashanth 33, 
Sameer 2/17) bt BMMI 93/10 (Samar 19, Arif 4/30, 
Manu 2/6) by 4 wickets.

Other results:

Ruvinda Kelly

Alpha Fire 
thrash Sprite

 Ben Stokes playing a shot

England’s Tymal Mills

on sale

Barcelona

Barcelona boss Luis Enrique labelled harsh 
treatment dished out to his players by Barca 

fans nonsensical as the Spanish champions 
squeezed past Leganes 2-1 on Sunday.

Following a 4-0 thrashing at the hands 
of Paris Saint-Germain in midweek, Barca 

needed a last minute Lionel Messi penalty to 
see off a Leganes side without a win since 
November and on their first ever league 

visit to the Camp Nou.
Messi had given Barca a fourth minute 

lead, but jeers rang around the Camp Nou when 
Unai Lopez levelled 19 minutes from time.

“As a fan, booing a player of your own team for me 
makes no sense,” said Enrique.

Much-criticised midfielder Andre Gomes received 
the brunt of the boos as he was replaced 10 minutes 
from the end.

“What can clearly help the team and the players 
is the support that we saw from the majority of the 
fans throughout the game and especially in the final 
minutes,” added Enrique.

“That is what makes us stronger. Andre’s case 
annoys me.”

However, the Barca boss said he had no such 
problem with criticism directed his way.

“I am the coach and after the result and performance 
we saw in Paris it is logical.

“I accept any criticism, but those on the pitch need 
to be in the best state possible.

“The games are difficult enough as they are. If you 
add this on top of it, I don’t think it helps.” 

Victory ensured Barca moved back up to second in 
the table and to within a point of Real Madrid, who still 
have two games in hand.

Barca face a much stiffer test next weekend when 
they travel to Atletico Madrid, but Enrique highlighted 
the psychological importance of getting the three 
points despite a poor display.

Manchester

A hotly anticipated staging post in 
Manchester City’s Pep Guardiola 

era arrives today when Monaco visit 
the Etihad Stadium in the first leg of the 
Champions League last 16.

Guardiola was appointed to take City 
to the next level on the European stage 
and he has already masterminded a 
stirring 3-1 win over his former club 
Barcelona in the group phase.

But Monaco have been rampant 
this season, powering to the Ligue 1 
summit with a tally of 76 goals that 
is unsurpassed in Europe’s five major 
leagues, and Guardiola is keenly aware of 
the danger they pose.

“My impression against PSG and from 
what I’ve seen is they’re a really strong 
team,” he said recently of Leonardo 
Jardim’s side, puffing out his cheeks for 
effect. “They score a lot of goals, they are 
physical. We have to go to the gym in the 
next days!”

Guardiola and his assistant Mikel 
Arteta watched Monaco’s game at Paris 
Saint-Germain last month, when a 
92nd-minute equaliser from Bernardo 
Silva rescued a 1-1 draw.

Another Silva equaliser secured 
another 1-1 draw in Monaco’s last outing, 
at Bastia on Friday, but in the main they 
have encountered scant resistance in the 
French top flight this season.

Monaco have averaged 2.92 goals 
per league game, scoring four or more 
on no fewer than 10 occasions, and 
have already prevailed on English soil, 
winning 2-1 at Tottenham Hotspur in 
the group stage.

Three successive wins have lifted City 
to second place in the Premier League 
table, eight points below leaders Chelsea, 
but they remain a work in progress.

It is just over a month since their 
scarring 4-0 defeat at Everton -- their 
fifth defeat of the campaign -- and 
Guardiola’s selection decisions continue 
to raise eyebrows.

Claudio Bravo, signed amid great 
fanfare to replace Joe Hart, has been 

axed after a string of weak displays, 
meaning Willy Caballero, City’s 
nominal third-choice goalkeeper in 
August, is now the number one.

What City’s defensive 
configuration will be against 
Monaco, meanwhile, is anyone’s 
guess. A rotating cast of full-backs 
has seen midfielder Fernandinho 
fill in on both flanks of the defence 
of late, while Aleksandar Kolarov 
continues to flit between left-back 
and centre-back.

Jesus’s absence has allowed 
Sergio Aguero to reclaim his 
place up front, although he 
was unable to find a way 
past the Huddersfield Town 
defence in Saturday’s 0-0 FA 
Cup fifth-round draw. While 
uncertainty abounds regarding 
City’s best XI, Jardim’s Monaco 
team largely picks itself.

The trip to Manchester will have 
special significance for Radamel 
Falcao, who has rediscovered his 
shooting boots after two dismal 
years on loan with Manchester 
United and Chelsea.

‘El Tigre’, 31, no longer bites with 
the force of his Porto and Atletico 
Madrid days, but, aided by a 
customised playing schedule, 
he has scored 22 goals in just 
28 games. “I manage him 
differently to the others,” 
says Jardim. “Because 
he’s a top-level player. I 
said at the start of the 
season that I was sure 
he’d succeed. Quality is 
permanent.”

City are favourites to 
progress, but as PSG’s 
4-0 evisceration of 
Barcelona last week 
showed, France’s top 
clubs are no longer 
content to make up 
the numbers in the 
League. (AFP)
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Barca boos 
unhelpful:
EnriqueMonaco moment 

          of truth

US athletes unveil 
abuse by doctor

New York

Three former US national 
team gymnasts detailed 

sexual abuse allegations 
against former national team 
doctor Lawrence Nassar 
in a report Sunday on CBS 
television’s 60 Minutes.

Jamie Dantzscher, a 
member of the 2000 Sydney 
Olympic US bronze medal 
squad, was joined in coming 

forward publically by Jessica 
Howard, the US national 
rhythmic gymnastics 
champion from 1999 through 
2001, and Jeanette Antolin, a 
US team member from 1995 
to 2000.

Dantzscher was first seen 
by Nassar at age 13 after 
she earned a spot on the US 
junior national team but 
complained of back pain.

Man 
City

Manchester City’s 
Spanish manager 
Pep Guardiola

B a r c e l o n a ’ s 
Argentinian forward 
Lionel Messi lies on 
the field
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