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Berlin

Mats Hummels, Juan 
Mata, Giorgio Chiellini 

and Julian Nagelsmann are 
among a growing number of 
footballers and coaches aware 
of footballs social obligations 
and effect. 

Joining the “Common goal” 
initiative the professionals 
from Germany, Spain, and 
Italy follow the dream, to 
improve life for young people 
around the world by donating 
at least one percent of their 
player’s salary to football-
related charity and education 
projects. 

“This is the chance for 
football to make the world a 
better place and I want to be 
part of it,” Bayern Munich 
defender and German 
international Hummels 
commented after he joined 
the Berlin-based initiative. 
Hummels said he has the 
feeling it could be done 
more to combine the rising 
revenues of football with a 
deeper meaning. 

Footballers can choose 
from 127 projects in over 
80 countries and regions 
supported by organizations 
such as UNICEF. 
Collaboration with the football 
associations, FIFA and 

UEFA and international 
companies is 

in progress. 

Common goals claim projects 
benefit from 90 percent of the 
donations.  

   Common goal investigates 
the donator’s views regarding 
projects and regions to 
address “his personal favours” 
as Griesbeck calls it. Over 
2.5 million youngsters from 
South America to Asia 
currently benefit from the 
support. “We are uniting the 
world of footballers behind a 
shared commitment to giving 
back,” Common goal says on 
its homepage.  

It might be a coincidence 
that 2014 World Champion 
Hummels and Spanish 
2010 World Cup winner 
and Manchester United 
professional Juan Mata 
increased the project’s 
awareness just when transfer 
fees and salaries reached a new 
climax and football is facing 
discussions about unhealthy 
commercialism next to losing 
fans hearts and passion.        

The Berlin-based initiative 
was found only a few months 
ago. The project founder, 
Juergen Griesbeck, went 
through hundreds of talks 
to promote what he calls “a 
social vision” of football and 
“an alliance that highlights the 
appeal and potential of what 
we are doing.”  

The pledged-based project 
is transporting football 
related values such as respect, 
fairness, team-spirit, and 
responsibility, Griesbeck 
emphasizes. “In recent 
years we have seen growing 
recognition of football’ 
s capacity to drive social 
development,” Griesbeck said. 

For many emerging 
countries and regions in 
Asia and around the world, 
it is helpful to support 
children education “to make 

youngsters valuable a member 
of society,” Griesback was 
quoted in a Xinhua interview.    

   Mata joining in on Aug. 
4, 2017, had a domino effect 
as Hummels read about it as 
Juventus Turin professional 
Chiellini did follow by 
the German Bundesliga’s 
youngest coach, 30-year-old 
Nagelsmann, Serge Gnabry 
(both TSG Hoffenheim) and 
VfB Stuttgart left-back Denis 
Aogo, who even donates two 
percent of his salary. 

“For long I have been 
looking for how to use the 
power of football for social 
impact. I hope our example 
of donating has a snowball 
effect and many others join 
in,” Nagelsmann commented.   

While Nagelsmann prefers 
projects in Germany and 
Europe to “have the chance 
to be around despite working 
six and a half days a week”, 
Mata is more internationally 
orientated and travelling 
around Mata the world to 
support projects. 

“To see the poverty and the 
hard life of many young kids 
made me speechless,” Mata 
said. “Football gives young 
people experience for life.”   

Common goal’s general 
attempt is to gain investments 
of one percent of footballs 
yearly revenues to charity, 
which is approximately up 
to 30 billion US dollars. A 
footballer earning one million 
euro per year donating 2 
percent of his salary would 
invest 20,000 euros annually. 

   Juergen Griesbeck said his 
dream is to change the life of 
100 million youngsters around 
the world until 2030. Now his 
desire is shared by football 
stars like Hummels, Mata, 
Chiellini, and Nagelsmann. 
(xinhua)

Common goal 
explores social 

responsibility

Mats Hummels (file pic)
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Rahul, Shikhar 
Dhawan carry 
India into lead
Kolkata, India

Openers KL Rahul 
and Shikhar Dhawan 

capitalised on vastly improved 
batting conditions, both 
overhead and underfoot, to 
lead India’s recovery on the 
fourth day in Kolkata. After 
Rangana Herath’s third Test 
fifty had bulked up Sri Lanka’s 
lead to 122, there was only one 
likely winner in the game. But 
then after Dhawan struck a 
116-ball 94 and Rahul hit an 
unbeaten 73, there would be 
none it seemed.

Mohammed Shami, on his 
home ground, rattled through 
Sri Lanka’s middle order to 
finish with four wickets, while 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar added 
two wickets on the fourth day 
to return 4 for 88 in bowling Sri 
Lanka out for 294. With Umesh 
Yadav also taking two wickets, 
this was the third time India’s 
seamers took all ten wickets 
in a Test innings at home, and 
the first such instance since 
1983-84.

Rahul and Dhawan then 
replied with aggression that has 
typified their recent Test run. 
Sunny overhead conditions 
and a surface that seemed 
to have settled down helped 
drastically.

On most pitches, a slightly 
fuller-than-good length is 
ideal. But Lahiru Gamage 

bowled on either side of that, 
dishing out three half-volleys 
to Rahul in his first over, 
which were punched for three 
boundaries through mid-off. 
He compensated with a shorter 
length thereafter, erring in 
Dhawan’s wheelhouse, who cut 
and pulled gleefully.

Dinesh Chandimal was 
quickly forced to turn his 
spinners. With no turn, it 
played nicely into the openers’ 
hands. Rahul nudged and 
nurdled, opening and closing 

the bat face to accumulate 
runs, while Dhawan was more 
expansive, often using his feet 
to loft the ball straight.

Herath, more often than 
not Sri Lanka’s second-innings 
star, was taken apart. In 29 
overs, India had wiped out 
their deficit, and undone more 
than three days of diligence 
from Sri Lanka.

With Dhawan on 94 and 
the light fading, he committed 
the only two mistakes of his 
innings off the same delivery. 

He drove loosely at Dasun 
Shanaka, but an inswinger 
found his inside edge. He 
reviewed immediately, and 
replays showed a sharp spike as 
ball passed bat. India finished 
the fourth day at 171 for 1, with 
a lead of 49. (espncricinfo)

results:
India 171 for 1 (Dhawan 94, Ra-
hul 73*) and 172 lead Sri Lanka 
294 (Herath 67, Bhuvneshwar 
4-88, Shami 4-100) by 49 runs

India’s Lokesh Rahul plays a shot

Fleetwood clinches 
Race to Dubai crown

Dubai

Tommy Fleetwood beat 
fellow Englishman Justin 

Rose to the Race to Dubai 
title as Spain’s Jon Rahm 
won the season finale Tour 
Championship in Dubai.

Rose, 37, needed an eagle on 
the 18th to overtake Fleetwood 
in the standings but could only 
make a birdie to card a 70 and 
finish 17 under in tied fourth.

Fleetwood, 26, shot a modest 
closing 74 to end on 11 under 
but his tie for 21st was enough 
to clinch the money list.

Rahm’s 67 saw him win by 
one from Shane Lowry and 
Kiradech Aphibarnrat.

Rose, who was aiming for a 
third successive victory after 
back-to-back wins in China 
and Turkey, had a one-shot 
lead overnight and led for 
much of the final day before 
dropping shots on the 12th, 
14th and 16th.

The Olympic champion was 
then in a bunker on the 17th but 
splashed out to within inches 
of the hole and rescued a par 
that kept alive his chances of a 
second order of merit triumph. 
He then gave himself a long 
look at an eagle on the last but 
couldn’t hole the monster putt 
that would have given him the 
money list title. (BBC)

Australia ‘see things they like’ in England
London

Australia have seen “a 
couple of things they 

like” in England’s Ashes warm 
up games, says coach Darren 
Lehmann.

The tourists have played 
three matches before 
Thursday’s first Test in 
Brisbane, only taking one 
wicket on Saturday against 
Cricket Australia XI.

And Lehmann says England 
have shown flaws that 
Australia will look to exploit.

“They have been solid,” said 
Lehmann. “But we’ll certainly 
target some players in that 
regard.”

England hold the urn after a 

3-2 win on home soil in 2015, 
but were whitewashed 5-0 on 
their last trip down under in 
2013-14. On that tour, a side 
captained by Alastair Cook 
were blown away by the pace 
of Mitchell Johnson, who took 
37 wickets in the series.

Australia’s pace attack will 
this time be led by Mitchell 
Starc and Pat Cummins - both 
capable of bowling in excess of 
90mph - and the visitors are 
once again likely to be tested 
by a barrage of short-pitched 
bowling. 

“England have been solid 
and are preparing for whatever 
they expect us to do,” said 
Lehmann. (BBC)

Sports achievers to 
be rewarded: BOC
DT News Network
Manama

Bahrain’s sports achievers 
will be rewarded for their 

achievements in their respective 
sports competitions, the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
announced yesterday.

The decision was declared 
by HH Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
representative of His Majesty 
the King for Charity Works 
and Youth Affairs, Supreme 
Council for Youth and 
Sports Chairman, and BOC 
President, who ordered to 
honour sports achievers in 
recent sports events.

Shaikh Nasser expressed 
gratitude to HM the King for 
his support to Bahraini athletes 
in all sports.

On his part, Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports deputy 
general secretary and Bahrain 
Olympic Committee general 
secretary Abdulrahman Askar 
extended his appreciation to 

the Bahrain leadership for its 
continued support to the sports 
sector.

Askar added that the 
committee has already started 
the inventory procedure for 
Bahrain sports achievers and 
distribute the rewards soon in 
accordance with the standards 
of the incentive regulations 
used by BOC. Darren Lehmann (file pic)
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